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It is a pleasure finally to arrive and begin as your new pastor. I am looking forward
to getting to know each of you in the weeks and months ahead. Please don’t be
shy! Give call or send an email—I would love to have the opportunity to visit in
person. It is my hope in the weeks ahead not only to get acquainted personally but
also to learn the history of this congregation and the two congregations from
which it comes; and to get to know your personal visions, dreams and struggles;
and to give you the opportunity to do the same with me!
In these first days with you I have taken up a book I have been meaning to read for
a while, John Dominic Crossan’s Jesus: A Revolutionary Biography. It has been a
good way to get “centered” at the beginning of a new partnership in ministry.
Crossan has confirmed a lot of this pastor’s operating assumptions about the historical Jesus! But more deeply, this book is a good tangible reminder every morning that we are the inheritors of a revolutionary spiritual, personal and social legacy. The teaching and life story of Jesus are as new and risky today as they were
when the bible was being written.
Crossan reminds us that Jesus, a peasant who may never have learned to read or
write, summoned hearers to eat at a common table where it didn’t matter if you
were rich or poor, outcaste or priest, male or female. In the ancient world that
was dangerous stuff—eating patterns mirrored social patterns more broadly—in
the Roman world, men and women, rich and poor didn’t normally share equally at
all! Meals, whether evening dinner or wedding banquet or guild gatherings, were
metaphors for patronage and exclusion.
More often than we want to admit, that’s still so. Jesus says to us still: “But it is
not to be so among you.” In this intentional community of faith we continue
Christ’s common table: it starts with an inclusive understanding of the communion
table, the place where we remind ourselves that in Christ we are one body without
distinction, and welcome strangers and visitors as joyfully as we do old friends.
The communion table also embodies what we do at meals the rest of the time.
And dinners and feasts are parables for how we arrange our lives between meals.
What does it mean to be committed to an open table, a round table if you will, in
the way we arrange church life, invite strangers and conduct our business together

in a congregation? What does it mean to be committed to an open round table in our ministry together …
in a world where too few still have too much, and too many far too little? What is the impact of Christ’s
boundary-busting table in our personal lives and callings, both as we deal with our “day jobs” and decide
where we want to give our time, and focus our prayers and resources, the rest of the time?
I look forward to sharing this table of justice, mercy and love with you in church and in the rest of our lives.
And I look forward to learning from you what the “old, old story” means to you, in this new, new day!
In Christ’s Peace,
Peter

From the Desk of Marcia Tolman
Director of Christian Education
Blessings:
I have shared my passion, philosophy and ministry of Faith Formation in a variety of settings over several decades. But nothing will ever compare to the blessing of doing my ministry here with Emmanuel
Friedens Church.
How does one find the words to express the privilege of called ministry at Emmanuel Friedens Church?
From every angle, whether providing learning programs that deepen spirituality, coordinating the administration that connects people, places and resources or listening to concerns, joys and hopes, the
view has been awesome and inspiring. One word comes to mind, JOY. What is that joy?
Joy is …
Being a part of the “Holy Adventure”
Basking in the bright smiles of the children
Discussing current topics at Holy Hops
Reflecting on partnerships in the community
Watching the youth do community service
Sitting in the warmth of Christmas Eve candlelight
Gathering new insights in adult studies
Worshiping with prayerful hearts
Having wonderful music for all to sing and hear
Finding teachable moments around every corner
Sharing talents and gifts to meet each task
Discerning what God is calling Emmanuel Friedens Church to next
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From the Desk of Marcia Tolman
Director of Christian Education (Continued)
My mother use to say, “Church is just a building unless it is full of faithful people and then it becomes
God’s House.” Emmanuel Friedens Church is surely more than Church – it is a home, truly God’s House,
full of loving, giving, welcoming people who cherish everyone and every moment through the peace of
Christ.
So much of the role as Minister and Director of Christian Education has been to facilitate spiritual
growth and faith formation between the generations and into the life of the faith community. There
has been teaching, praying and sharing God’s love in all aspects of congregational life. Yet, my life has
been equally blessed by the inspiration, dedication, spiritual gifts, hospitality, fellowship, generosity and
love of this remarkable faith family.
Let me simply say goodbye with grace and this blessing:
May God bless EFC in the next chapter of its ministry where learning, questioning and discovering will
reveal a new and exciting spiritual journey. May the church continue to be a beacon of shared hope,
justice, vision and spirit as partners with each other, the community and the world.
GOD BLESS AND AMEN.

Notes and Announcements

IN MEMORY OF
Harry W. Vanderhule Jr.
1932-2014

We have felt blessed and comforted by your
cards, notes and prayers and we thank you
from the bottom of our hearts. It is through
the love and caring of friends that we manage
to survive the pain and sorrow.
The flowers were so beautiful that were given
in Mike’s memory. Mike always loved his
youth groups and friends at Emmanuel, and
the summers he worked as a counselor at
Pathfinder. He would be so pleased that you
remembered him.
Thank you,
Faye and John Saville

Harry passed away on Friday morning, May 9 at
Ellis Hospital in Schenectady. Harry had been in
the hospital for several weeks prior to his death.
He served in many leadership roles for Friedens
United Church of Christ. He was also an active
member at Emmanuel Friedens Church.
His service was held at Emmanuel Friedens
Church on May 14. Interment was the next day at
Gerald B.H. Solomon Saratoga National Cemetery
in Schuylerville, NY. Expressions of sympathy may
be sent to Joann Vanderhule, 5 Beechwood Drive,
Burnt Hills 12027.
Memorial contributions in Harry’s name may be
made to The American Lung Association of the
Northeast, 460 Totten Pond Road, Suite 400, Waltham, MA 02451
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Congratulations to our Graduates
Congratulations to Rev. Phil
With loving support from our church family, Brian
Grigsby
Fahey is graduating from Niskayuna High School on
June 26. He has worked hard to achieve this goal and
Phil was recently named a
his father and I are so overwhelming proud of him,
"Community Hero" by the Schenecand thankful to all of you who have held us in your
tady Foundation at their
prayers along the way. Your mom, Jocelyn
Celebration of Community on May 20 at the Glen
Brian plans to take next year off to work and pursue Sanders Mansion. He was recognized for his leadmusical opportunities. He is considering Green ership and service to Schenectady, by being a voice
Mountain College in Poultney, VT to continue to ex- for justice, for equality, for compassion, whenever
community needs and circumstances have called
plore his interest in sustainable living.
for such a voice.
Abby McCormick-Foley will graduate from Albany Phil is the Executive Director of SICM and serves as
High School on Sunday, June 29.
Moderator of our church. As a result of his selecAbby will be attending SUNY Oswego in the fall ma- tion, the Foundation will provide a grant to SICM to
joring in psychology and Spanish, and has been ac- assist with key programs or initiatives.
cepted into their Honors Program. She is considering
becoming a bi-lingual speech pathologist although
she is also interested in advocacy, politics and law.
Dignity For All Award
Whatever Abby pursues, she plans to be bi-lingual in
Each year the Welcoming, Open and Affirming
Spanish.
Committee of Emmanuel Friedens Church offers
Abby won the Presidential Scholarship (for up to 4
the Dignity for All Award to graduating seniors for
years) and has been selected as the second alternate
their work to create an atmosphere in which actual
for the William R. Tucker Scholarship, both from
or perceived gay, lesbian, bisexual, or transgender
Oswego. She is waiting to hear from other scholarstudent and their straight allies may obtain an eduships including one from The Vegetarian Resource
cation free from discrimination, harassment, vioGroup and Kohl's Cares.
lence, and abuse. We offer this award to students
It is an exciting time as all of Abby’s grandparents who attend high schools with Schenectady County.
are coming up from Florida as well as relatives from The recipients for this year are: Theresa Garbarini
Maine and Rochester for her graduation. Abby wish- from Mohonasen, Hannah Chichester from
es that Neema could see her graduate. Neema was Niskayuna, John Miller Jr. from Schalmont and
Abby’s grandmother who lived with them last spring Katie Shannon from Schenectady. It is truly a priviand past away in August.
lege to be able to honor these young people who
Abby has no exciting summer plans. Lots of follow their convictions and work so hard to adbabysitting and she will be attending college orienta- vance social justice among their peers.
tion in July. She is the daughter of LuAnn McCormick
and Karen Foley.
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Congratulations to our Graduates

Issue 316-The ENVOY

Page 6

Church News and Events

To My Faithful Tab Pullers,

(Continued)

In April, I took 20 pounds of tabs to
David Bisgrove graduated from Hudson Valley
T.A. Predel Company. I received
Community College on May 17 with an Associate
$11.
Applied Science Degree in Electrical Engineering
I now choose to end this endeavor since I feel it has
Technology-Electronics. He will be attending SUNY
little value. Many thanks to all of you. Ria Soellner
New Paltz in the fall where he will pursue a career
in computer science. David is the son of Deborah P.S. I have donated the $11 to the June carnival.
and Steven Bisgrove, grandson of Marilyn and Bart
Bisgrove, and great grandson of Althea Nelson.

CROP Walk 2014— The 33rd Annual Church World Service
CROP Walk was held on Sunday, May 4 at our church. Even
though the weather was cool and cloudy, over 350 people
came out to walk the 5K route to raise funds for food pantries, including SICM’s Emergency Food Pantry. To date, $30K
was been raised to fight hunger in our community and around
the world, and they expect more to come in.
Many thanks to the generous sponsors from our church who
helped to raise $1,515, and thanks to our walkers; Karen
Salmon and James Brown, John Detwyler, Joni Ogonowski and
Faye Bailey. (Jen Andersons, Artie Loftis and Selena, and Faye
Saville were signed up to walk but were unable that day.) Also, thanks to the volunteers, Faye Bailey (and photographer)
and Maria Puccio. Congratulations to Faye Saville who raised
the most money.

Notes of Thanks (Continued from page 3)
Emmanuel Friedens Church,
Thank you for the flowers for Harry. Also, the church for his memorial service and all your helpfulness.
Thank you further for you prayers during this difficult time.
Sincerely, Joann Vanderhule

To the Congregation of Emmanuel Friedens Church,
My first year of college is behind me and I wanted to take a moment to thank the members of this church
for their support. Receiving the scholarship helped me purchase needed books and supplies for school. This
church has always been such a big part of my life. Thank you for your continued support while I am away. I
am blessed to be a part of this congregation. Thank you.
Mary Mitchell

Dear Members of the Outreach and Mission Committee:
On behalf of The Albany Damien Center, thank you for your gift of $300. We appreciate being a recipient of
the funds raised in your recent pancake breakfast. Your support is part of the generous community response to help our less-fortunate neighbors and friends– and the often-underfunded agencies, like ours,
that serve them…
Sincerely, Perry Junjulas, Executive Director

A huge thank you is extended to our Director of Music, Don Kerr, and to the members of our
two choir for such an inspiring contribution to our worship services through the year. Their
dedication and commitment is deeply appreciated. In addition, we thank the many members
and friends of Emmanuel Friedens who work with Don in enriching our musical program
through their special music. The choirs resume in September.
Thank you from our congregation!

Rev. Carman begins his ministry
at Emmanuel Friedens— Sunday, May 18
“I

am delighted to begin ministry in
Schenectady.” I am glad to return
to upstate NY and look forward to
the challenges and opportunities in
the Emmanuel Friedens Church and
the wider community.”
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Church News and Events (Continued)
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Church News and Events (Continued)
Special Offering for June

School of Wonder and Mystery will be held the week of July 21-25 from 9 am-1 pm. The theme is

(Continued from Page 7)

“Light of the World.” I am asking the congregation for help this year. We can sure use the following:
volunteers to take part in the planning of this program. It is important for a group of people to be a
part of this so that it can continue and be even better next year.
 volunteers (adult) to spend a day or two during the actual week of the program to help with arrival,
snack, game time, lunch, and dismissal.
 donations of food or grocery store certificates for snack and lunch.

Sisters and brothers living in poverty have been empowered by our gifts to the offering. The woman
who has been a victim of war, attempting on her own to raise her family without any access to longterm food security, education, or health care, is now self-sufficient because of assistance from One
Great Hour of Sharing. Families across North America, still struggling to survive after a devastating
storm are accompanied for the long haul, thanks to One Great Hour of Sharing.

I thank you for all your support and words of encouragement.
Charlie Lent, 694-6589 or clloves21@hotmail.com

Every single offering builds another bridge and tears down another wall. Each donation to One Great
Hour of Sharing, no matter how large or small, reveals, that in Christ Jesus we are one family. When one
of us—anywhere on earth—hurts, we all hurt. There is no “us and them.” As long as there is need, we
are all in need. One Great Hour of Sharing enables us to respond those needs, for they are our needs.



Fundraisers: @ the Union Street MacDonald’s sometime the week of June 15 (more information to
follow)

Faith insists that we are one with our sisters and brothers, and we will answer Christ’s call until we all
are fed.
Give generously to this great connector of our shared faith, work, and witness in the world.

Sweet Frog Fundraiser to benefit the School of Wonder & Mystery
All-Day (open at 1 pm) on June 15 (437 Balltown Rd, across from Mohawk Commons)
Sweet Frog will donate 10% of your check when a voucher is presented– pick-up your
voucher on the table in the hallway or ask Charlie Lent.

In Peace,
Peter
An envelope is enclosed for your use. Envelopes will also be available on the days of the offering in
case you need one. If giving by check, please denote in the memo section “OGHS-ABC or “OGHS-

Special Offering for June
Dear Friends of Emmanuel Friedens,
“The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as
we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that
the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have
love me” (John 17:22-23).
With his beloved disciples, Jesus prays for connection and unity. Perhaps he knew that understanding
our oneness would be one of our greatest challenges as human beings, and that is why one of his very
last acts was to pray for unity.
For seven decades now, nine denominations in the U.S., united as one, have together been connecting
people through One Great Hour of Sharing. This offering will be received at Emmanuel Friedens Church
on two Sundays, June 22 and June 29. Both the American Baptist and United Church of Christ participate
fully in this offering.
(Continued on Page 8)

Summer Lunch Program
For the 15th year, Schenectady Inner City Ministry (SICM) will again be serving summer
lunches for Schenectady young people, 18 and under. With the help from volunteers, staff and SICM interns, nutritious lunches are served to kids, many of whom would not have a midday meal throughout the
summer. There are about 80% of children in the Schenectady School District who qualify for free or reduced price meals. SICM expects to feed over 1,500 lunches daily at 23 sites and 12 sites served by the
lunch wagons. SICM served 53,500 lunches last summer, up 54% from the summer of 2012.
Emmanuel Friedens’ week to serve this year is July 7-11 from 12:30 – 1:45 pm at the Schenectady Public
Library. We will need 3-4 volunteers each day. If you are interested in more information or would like to
volunteer, please contact Faye Bailey, our SICM delegate, at 374-2114 or fayebailey@mac.com.
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Christian Education and
Activities
& Activities
(Continued)

Church News and Events (Continued)
Remember
During July-August,
Sunday’s worship
services begin @ 9:30
Saturday, June 21
2-4 pm (rain or shine!)
We still need donated items!
Check the sign-up list or call the office.
Thank you

SAVE THE DATE
Sunday, August 3

Please join us on Sunday, June 22 for a farewell reception for
Marcia Tolman. The reception will follow the worship service,
and will be held in the Board Room.

Our Welcoming, Open and Affirming Ministry
(Events for the Month of June)
Capital Pride and Festival, Saturday, June 14 @ 12 pm, Washington Park, Albany
The Capital District Gay Pride Parade and Festival will be held on Saturday, June 14 in Albany’s Washington
Park. The parade steps off at 12 pm. Once again, our church will be walking in the parade as a group. After
the parade, take time to check out all the ongoing activities throughout the park especially our exhibit table. For more information about the parade and festival, check out the Capital Pride Center’s website
(www.capitalpridecenter.org)

Storybook Time, Saturday, June 21 (as part of Schenectady LGBT Pride) - 4:30-5:30 pm inside
the Open Door Bookstore, presented by Emmanuel Friedens Church.

Pride Sunday - Join us on June 22 for our special worship service. Two of the four Dignity for All Award
recipients will be attending our service.
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Adult Sunday School
June classes ( June 8, 15 and 29):
Discussions with Rev. Carman
Children/Youth classes end
Sunday, June 15.

The End of Sunday School
Pool Party
Where: At the Bisgroves
When: Sunday, June 22
after 12 pm
(Raindate: June 29)

Camp Websites to Get You
Connected
Camp Vick and Pathfinder
http://www.vpcministries.org
Open House on June 14 for Camp Vick
Camp Fowler
http://www.campfowler.org
Scholarships for attending camps are available.
Contact the Christian Education & Activities
Committee

Denominational and Community News
Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America (BPFNA)— Their summer conference will be held at Brock University in St. Catharines, ON Canada from July 14-19,
2014.
“The BPFNA Summer Conference is a gathering for anyone and everyone who longs for
the spirituality, inspiration, skills, knowledge and community to support a life of peace
rooted in justice. Known affectionately as “Peace Camp,” Summer Conference is a special time of gathering for peacemakers across North America and the world. This year’s
conference brings together leaders (thoughtful theologians, preachers and musicians) who have played
key roles across Canada in the struggle to protect land, water, and air for future generations; leaders
who are devoted to creation care. “ It is a time to worship together, learn together, and celebrate together what God is calling us to be and to do.
Please contact Rev. Carman if you are interested in attending the conference. For more information,
visit their website, http://www.bpfna.org/gather/summer-conference.
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Denominational and Community News (Continued)
AB Girls Convention 2014
CrossRoads
What to do: when you don’t know
what to do

The Association of Welcoming & Affirming
Baptists Joins Federal Lawsuit Challenging North
Carolina’s Marriage Laws, Including
Amendment One

July 18-20
@ Owego Treadway Inn
Owego, NY
Girls in grades 6-12
$175
Enjoy workshops and discussions groups,
make new friends, etc.
Call the church office
for more information.

On June 5, The Association of Welcoming & Affirming Baptists (AWAB) joined the Alliance of Baptists General and the
Synod of the United Church of Christ vs. Cooper as a plaintiff
in the pending Federal District Court lawsuit challenging
North Carolina's marriage laws, including Amendment One.
Among the suit's charges is that North Carolina's ban on
same-sex marriage restricts the rights of clergy to practice
freely their beliefs and therefore violates the Free Exercise
Clause of the First Amendment of the United States ConstiPublic Forum on Health Care Issues, tution.
sponsored by the Schenectady Human
Rights Commission, will be held at First As it stands, North Carolina law makes it illegal for religious
United Methodist Church (FUMC) on Thurs- officials to solemnize the marriage of any couple that is not
day, June 26 from 6-8 pm. Guest speakers legally licensed to marry. If a clergy person performs an unon the panel will include area hospital rep- licensed wedding they do so under the threat of criminal
resentatives. For more information, call prosecution and civil penalty. AWAB sees this as a clear viothe Commission @ 377-3823
lation of religious liberty and the separation of church and
state.

The Rev. Frank Schaefer
“A Silent Supporter No Longer”
Lecture on June 29, 3 pm—
Open to all/free
Frank Schaefer, the Methodist minister
who was defrocked in Pennsylvania for officiating at his son’s marriage to his male
partner in 2007, will be with FUMC on Sunday, June 29. Rev. Schaefer was given a
choice: to promise to never perform another same-sex marriage and remain a United
Methodist pastor, or to lose his
ordination. He chose the latter.
Frank Schaefer is a nationally known
advocate for LGBT equality!

Rev. Robin R. Lunn, Executive Director of AWAB said...
"For more than 20 years the clergy of AWAB member congregations have been blessing same-sex unions as the free
expression of their religious convictions! For the state to
come forward now and criminalize our clergy is to deny
AWAB and our community in North Carolina religious liberty. These laws prohibit the pursuit of our core principles
with respect to being fully inclusive Baptist communities of
faith, communities that extend to all people the rights and
privileges of the church regardless of sexual or gender identity."
From the AWAB website, www.awab.org

Emmanuel Friedens Church
218 Nott Terrace
Schenectady, New York 12307
As a Welcoming and
Affirming/
Open and Affirming
Church, Emmanuel
Baptist Church and
Friedens United
Church of Christ
welcomes and
affirms
all persons without
regard to sex, martial
status, age , race,
sexual orientation, or
abilities, inviting all
into membership,
mission, and
leadership.

Join us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/
emmanuelfriedenschurch
Join us on our
Facebook Fan Page
www.facebook.com/
pages/
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