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It’s time for a break. Yet, somewhere my brain is echoing with that guilt-inducing
phrase, “God doesn’t take a vacation and neither should you.” I beg to differ. God
takes a rest and so should we. The idea is foundational to the creation story, to the
heart of Jewish thought, and for a very long time it was our cultural pattern. But with
the advent of the internet has come the ability to extend our work life in ways that
make it indistinguishable from what was traditionally thought of as “time off.”
During these couple of months as we gather for summer worship in the chapel at
9:30 a.m. it is with the expectation that you won’t feel guilty for taking time away.
The church staff and pastoral staff certainly will be doing so at various times, believe
you me! Rest, repair, and have some fun. Regain the lost art of sabbath-rest and reboot your life! I would venture out and say this is the “will of God” for all of us.
We will be here for worship and would love for you to join us whenever you can.
Please remember to support the work of Emmanuel Friedens Church in both prayer
and financial giving while you’re away, but by all means, “give it a rest.” We’ll see
you soon!
David
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Capital Pride Celebration (June 9 in Washington Park, Albany) - with a huge parade of
people, organizations and floats – tents of exhibit booths covering a wide spectrum
of non-profits, businesses and faith communities were spread all over the grounds –
what a colorful day we had.
Schenectady expanded their
2nd annual Pride Day (June
22) to include a family friendly afternoon – they had a pet
parade instead of a people
parade – booths lined Jay
Street between the local
businesses. We had a table
with kid friendly activities
and a story corner.
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We held a Pride movie night on June 21 to show the documentary “Call Me Malcolm” a story of a
transgender male. There were 13 participants and great discussion after. The Welcoming, Open &
Affirming (WOA) Committee in partnership with Christian Education & Activities also arranged for a guest
speaker during an adult education class. The presentation was a forum lead by Rev. Hawk Stone on
transgender issues. Pride Sunday was June 30 and the WOA Committee planned a beautiful worship
with our Interim Pastors, David Gregory and Jo Page.

Community Carnival
Wow - just ended our 6th annual carnival at Emmanuel Friedens Church -- it just gets better with age.
The crowds were huge, we figured we had about 250-300 people this year. Even with a few thunderstorms that rolled through, everyone had a wonderful time. It was truly a celebration of our ministry
in the community as we once again transformed our front lawn and fellowship hall into a lively mini
circus of events. The bouncy bounces were inside, along with the snack bar, mini-golf, spin art and
beading. The ponies and petting zoo were outside, along with the games such as duck pond, flying
frogs and sports. The rain didn’t seem to bother anyone very much, if it was too much, they just
moved indoors. It is awesome to see our neighbors so full of joy for a few hours. It is always amazing
our blessings, planning, fundraising and volunteering come together - God Bless us everyone.

Just a Few of Our Volunteers
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The Kids

A Big Thank You To
Christian Education and Activities Committee,
the Carnival Committee,
Coordinator, Marcia Tolman,
Volunteers:
Freddie Anderson, Jeanne and Jennifer Andersons,
Faye and Bill Bailey, Pat Bumbarger, Josephine Cristy, Armond Chatman, The Fletcher Family, Sheila
Freres and friend, Imandi Mackey, Joy Hall, Chuck
Lent, Artie and Selena Loftis, Pat McAllister, Althea
Nelson, The O’Brien Family, Jonnie Ogonowski, Alice
and Tony Rozek, June Schermerhorn, Jim Shearer,
The Soellners (Ria, Patty and Rich), and community
volunteer, David O’Hara, Maria and Natalie Puccio
and friend, Angela Leo.
And
Individuals Who Made Monetary or Food Donations:
Faye Bailey, Sandy and John Detwyler, Louis Patterson (from City Mission), Maria Puccio, Hazel Wilson,
and several anonymous donations, and all the bakers: Jeanne Andersons, Robyn Axon, Faye Bailey, Lillie Chamberlain, Mary Lou Chotkowski, Betty Detwyler, Sheila Freres, Gail Jefts, Evelyn Kaufman, Jackie
Scholten, Ria Soellner, and Hazel Wilson.
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Children’s Day Worship (June 16)
Once again the children and youth prepared, planned and led a
special worship service. The theme was all about blessings. We
certainly are blessed to have such talented young people who
understand the importance of worship in their faith formation
journey. The attention to details and use of resources to highlight the liturgy made it all seem natural. Thanks to all the classes, musicians, actors, readers, communion servers, and those
who helped facilitate. You should all be very proud of your
beautiful worship.

Worship and Picnic at
Collins Park-July 14
The picnic this year was another success
and unlike last year, it was a sunny and
warm day with a pleasant breeze off the
water. It is so nice to have this time together to worship as a congregation.
Thank you to everyone who volunteered
and brought a dish to pass. We enjoyed
some great food after worship. A special
thank you to Jeanne Andersons, Faye
Bailey, and Marcia Tolman for set-up,
and Michael Andersons and Chuck lent –
our cooks. We look forward to this time
again next year.
“I immensely enjoyed the picnic at Collins
Park this year. Good food and good
company.”
John Jones
And thank you to Charlie Lent and the
Worship and Nurture Committee
for coordinating the picnic!

Collins Park in Scotia
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Our Ann ual Chu rch Picnic

Mission News...
The Outreach and Mission Committee would like to thank everybody who helped support our
pancake breakfast. We were able to raise money to donate to a local family. We hope to have
another breakfast again, possibly in the fall, so watch the Envoy for an update. On the schedule
for September 19, from 4-7 pm, is a pasta dinner. Eat in or take out with our curb side service.
Keep a lookout for more information!
Buy a Piece of Sod to Help Spread the Word of God
The Committee is selling pieces of "sod" for $10.00 each to help the Getsemani Baptist Church in
Nicaragua purchase land to build a church in Masachapa. We will collect donations until September 15 or money can be given to the church office.
Church World Services Kits
The Committee is also collecting materials to organize hygiene and school kits for Church World
Services. We will be sending a shipment out in late September. We set-up a box in the lobby foyer if you would like to make a donation. The lists are very specific as to what they will accept and
are as follows:
 Hygiene Kit - hand towel measuring 16" x 28", washcloth, wide-tooth comb, nail clipper, soap,
toothbrush, standard size band aids
 School Kit - blunt metal rounded tip scissors, 70 count spiral notebooks, 12" ruler, hand-held
pencil sharpener, large eraser, pencils with erasers, box of 24 crayons, 12"x14" to 14"x17" finished size cotton or lightweight canvas bag with cloth handles.
If you have any questions, please contact Robyn Axon at 280-5510
or by e-mail, yrallihnybor@netzero.net
Thank you for your support! … The Outreach and Mission Committee

Recent Communication from our Sister Church—On July 26, the Getsemani Baptist
Church, the sister church of Emmanuel Friedens, wrote us (Sandy George and John Detwyler) an
e-mail with some information about the life of the church and its people. Pastor Jose Garcia reported that the former pastor, Rev. Carlos Castillo had major prostate surgery, but was doing well
in recovery and asked for prayers for Carlos.
Pastor Jose also reported that the Agricultural Revolving Loan Fund that was established as a result of a $2,000 gift from the special fund Emmanuel Friedens had set up to receive donations for
the sister church, has so far benefited ten families, allowing them to purchase seeds and fertilizer.
The oversight committee reduced the interest for pay back because of the drought reduced harvests. It was reduced from 5% to 2%. This year, they will be able to make grants to eleven families at the 5% interest rate and hope and pray that the climate is no longer as dry.
He also thanked us for our church’s efforts at fundraising to purchase the land for the establishment of a new church in Masachapa. They are currently meeting at homes and have thirty people in their church school.
Rev. Garcia sends his profound gratitude and prayers for the ongoing friendship of Emmanuel
Friedens Church. A quote from the e-mail is: “God’s word is being sewn in the hearts of people.”

Page 6

The ENVOY

Living Healthy (a 6-Week Workshop) sponsored by the Center for Excellence in Aging
and Community Wellness-Living Healthy,
NY and hosted by Emmanuel Friedens
Save the date! October 11-14, 2013 there will Church: Wednesdays 9:30 am-12:00 pm, August
be an historic gathering of progressive Baptists in
Providence, RI celebrating the 20th anniversary of
the Association of Welcoming and Affirming Baptists (AWAB)! AWAB is made up of congregations
who are on record as openly receiving all people
into the full life and ministry of their faith communities without regard to sexual orientation or gender identity. Visit the website, www.awab20.org
for registration and details!

14,21,28, and September 4, 11 and 18 at Emmanuel Friedens Church. Discover fresh, practical ways
to live better and healthier-learn the tools to manage and take control of your health. The workshop
is FREE. Participants will receive a Living Healthy
Book and Relaxation CD. If interested, call 4425529 to register. Or registration forms are available in the church office. Please stop by and you
can register then. An information flyer is enclosed
As a member congregation of AWAB, it would be .
a wonderful if Emmanuel-Friedens could be repFeel Better,
resented at this great event! Note: Anyone who
be in Control,
wishes to attend on Saturday only, the registrado the things You want to do!
tion fee is $50 which includes lunch.

New York State Fair LGBT Faith Days
The UCC New York Conference is a primary sponsor of FAITH DAYS at the LGBT Booth at the New
York State Fair on August 24 and 25. We need volunteers to help staff the booth, generally for a
two hour shift at the fair. This is a tremendous opportunity to express our witness as an ONA Conference and have some great fun too at the fair! If
you are interested in volunteering, please let Marcia Tolman know.

Congratulations…

to Maranda Witt and Jonathan Tejada on the birth
of their daughter, Marissa Grace Tejada, who was
born on July 3. We also send our congratulations
to the grandparents, Robyn and Mike Axon.
AND

The Rev. Loren McGrail, appointed by the to Julie Tucker, who has accepted a position as an
Common Global Ministries Board to serve a four
year term with the YWCA of Palestine, will be itinerating in the UCC New York Conference from July
22 through August 7. She will be available to
speak August 5-7 and we are arranging for a visit
at Emmanuel Friedens Church.

Assistant Professor in the Mechanical Engineering
Department at Oregon State University in Corvallis, OR. Julie will be moving out to Oregon at the
end of August.
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Rainbow Scarf Project—Update

August’s Worship Schedule

We thought you would like to know the final outcome
of the Rainbow Scarf Project. The organizers set a bold
goal of 3,000 hand-knitted, crocheted, or woven
scarves made with rainbow colors for delegates and
visitors at UCC General Synod 2013. The plan was to
wear, declare, and pass along while raising awareness
for and pledging to take action against bullying. Well,
they received enough scarves to go over nine miles,
laid end to end – more than 10,000 rainbows to splash
a message of inclusion over the shoulders and hearts
of everyone picking one up. We can be very proud to
be a part of that larger rainbow, thank you all who
supported this effort – especially the knitters.

(Continues in the Chapel @ 9:30 am
through the end of the month)
Sunday, August 4
Communion Sunday
Worship Leader: Rev. David Gregory
Sunday, August 11 (in Fellowship Hall)
Special worship celebrating the
School of Wonder and Mystery
Sunday, August 18
Worship Leader: Rev. David Gregory
Sunday, August 25
Worship Leader: Rev. Jo Page
with Rev. David Gregory

A Note From...
Life Lessons are humbly shared by Malinda Myers on the occasion of the presentation of
the Katherine S. Rozendaal Award, by the YWCA NorthEastern NY Chapter on 6/19/ 2013.
“Reach high for the stars that lie hidden in your soul. Dream deep, for every dream precedes the goal.”
“Education’s purpose is to replace an empty mind with an open one.”
“To laugh often and much, to win the respect of intelligent people and the affection of children; to earn
the appreciation of honest critics and endure the betrayal of false friends; to appreciate beauty; to find
the best in others; to leave the world a bit better whether by a healthy child, a garden patch or a redeemed social condition; to know even one life has breathed easier because you have lived. This is the
meaning of success. “ … Ralph Waldo Emerson
“Regret for the things we did can be tempered by time, it is regret for the things we did not do that is
inconsolable.”
“Believe in yourself. Have faith in your abilities. Without humble but reasonable confidence in your own
power, you cannot be successful or happy. “
“Develop interest in life as you see it in people, things, literature, music, souls and interesting people,
forget yourself.”
“It is a bit embarrassing to have been concerned with human problems all one’s life, and find at the end
that one has no more to offer by the way of advice, than try to be a little kinder.”
The above lessons were written by very learned people such as Abraham Lincoln and others. They are
used and loved by Malinda Myers upon acceptance of this award.
Directory Update
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As a Welcoming and
Affirming/
Open and Affirming
Church, Emmanuel
Baptist Church and
Friedens United
Church of Christ
welcomes and affirms
all persons without
regard to sex, martial
status, age , race,
sexual orientation, or
abilities, inviting all
into membership,
mission, and
leadership.

Mark Your Calendar
September
Sunday, September 1
Worship resumes in the Sanctuary
@ 10 am
Saturday, September 7
Safe Church Training
Sunday, September 8
Ice Cream Social
Saturday, September 14
Catharine Cline’s Ordination Service
and Reception
Sunday, September 15
Sunday School Classes Begin

Join us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/
emmanuelfriedenschurch

Thursday, September 19
Pasta Dinner-eat in or take out
Sponsored by Outreach & Mission

Join us on our
Facebook Fan Page
www.facebook.com/pages/
emmanuelfriedenschurch

Saturday, September 28
AIDS Walk In Albany, NY
__________________________
The September issue of the ENVOY will
be available on September 1. The deadline to submit announcements, committee news, etc. is August 26. Thank
you.
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