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THE ENVOY 
A Newsletter of  Emmanuel Friedens Church 

American Baptist and United Church of Christ Congregation 

218 Nott Terrace, Schenectady, NY  12307 
Rev.  Peter J.B. Carman, Pastor 

Maundy Thursday 
 

Ecumenical Service 
April  13 - 7 pm  

@ EFC 
 

A service shared with 
First United Method-
ist Church (FUMC ), 

our neighbors.  
A remembrance of  
Jesus’ Last Supper 

with his friends. The 
service will include 

on offering of  
communion and  
foot washing. 

Palm Sunday 
 

April 9 
 

Our worship begins  
@ 10:00 am 

We remember Jesus’ joyful 
procession into  

Jerusalem as we distribute 
palms during worship.   

 
We will gather at 9:50 am   

outside in the parking lot and 
process into worship waving 

our palms. 

Easter  Sunday 
 

April 16 
Worship service @ 10 am 

Easter reception to follow  

 

 
 
  

 

 

Inviting, Sharing, Growing 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Easter is coming quickly. There can be no better time to be about considering and affirming rebirth, not 
only in our individual lives, but also in our life together, in the congregation!  
 

At a recent Church Council meeting, I shared some thoughts on our identity and future as a congregation. I 
would like to share them with you, in abbreviated form.  
 

For the many years following the departure of much of GE in Schenectady, and in the shadow of the eco-
nomic and other challenges faced by our community, our congregation has, like the city wherein it is locat-
ed, gradually grown smaller, despite the addition of several key individuals and families in the congrega-
tion during that time.  
  

At the same time, Emmanuel Friedens Church has become more clearly defined as a community that is: 
inclusive of people from many backgrounds, religiously, personally and culturally, and is not afraid of di-
versity; public and clear about being open to, welcoming and affirming of LGBTQ people; ready to share 
space, and be present in hands-on ways for our neighbors, Emmanuel Friedens has many strengths, in-
cluding a wonderful summer program for children, and readiness to offer hospitality, for example through 
a monthly brunch. We are a congregation that cares about racial justice, educational opportunity, and 
women’s rights. We are a praying and singing community, open to a variety of forms of worship. We show 
up to the things we believe in, the events that matter. 
 

As I approach the three-year mark of serving as your pastor, I feel we have many gifts yet to offer, much 
ministry yet to share.  Neither continued shrinkage nor eventual closing of the church is inevitable.  
 

We must, however, be deliberate in the light of our location, our convictions and our calling. We must be 
humble and bold about learning how to invite our neighbors to be part of this congregation; welcome indi-
viduals and families into our life together; and create the space to grow personally as well as contribute to 
our life together, and the ministry of this church. We must also be honest in seeking to locate the hidden 
walls and half-open doors that may discourage new participants and members. 
  

To take serious steps in the direction of Inviting friends and neighbors; Sharing our life together, and 
Growing our congregation and its ministry, I propose for discussion and action starting in the following  
areas: 
 
1. Increased focused outreach in the LGBTQ community.  This will require thoughtful and prayerful plan-

ning and action. A few things we might consider are more advertising in the local Pride publications; an 
annual event where we bring a high-profile speaker both to preach on Sunday morning and for a public 
event around faith and LGBTQ concerns. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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2.  Heighten our public profile generally: some possibilities include…. 

— Upgrade of our web presence and increased visibility for our Facebook page through the purchase 
of advertising or post “boosting”;  

 

— Implement the plans already made for improved visibility from the  
       street, including especially lighting at night;  
 

— Host a variety of musical events in a coordinated way through the year (coffee house or concert     
settings); 

 

— Increased advertising in local community newsletters and papers, for example the Stockade Spy or 
other neighborhood newsletters.  

 

3. Deliberate neighborhood outreach, through door to door visitation and or/mailings inviting our neigh-
bors to Sunday morning worship and other programs, as well as making written material visible and 
available for community groups meeting in the church. It is worth considering hiring summer seminari-
an interns to work with our staff and volunteers in upping our visibility and hospitality with our neigh-
bors as part of an ongoing commitment to.  

 

4.  Small Groups as places for creating caring relationships, and growing in faith. Strengthen and increase     
     publicity for existing small group ministries like the emerging One Great Generation Group, Thursday   
     Evening Bible Study, and OH! Holy Hops. Create new small group opportunities with a core of leaders  
     who receive training together.  
 

This list is far from complete—it simply tries to offer a starting point that is practical. In line with these 
concerns we are convening a group to pray together eat together and come up with a plan of action on 
publicity and outreach! It is a group open to any member or participant at Emmanuel Friedens. If interest-
ed, simply contact the church office to add your name, or speak personally with our moderator, Angela 
Keller, or with me.  
 

It is my conviction that as a congregation we are ready to become even more deliberate about: inviting 
our friends and neighbors; sharing a faith that is open to questions, ready to love, and embraces both spir-
ituality and practical acts of kindness; growing the life and ministry of the faithful and caring community 
that is Emmanuel Friedens Church.  
 
 

In Christ’s Peace, 
Peter 

Peter JB Carman, Pastor   
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The Weeks Ahead in Worship 
 
 

Thursday, April 6: Lenten Prayer Service @ 7 pm in the 
Chapel.  
 

Sunday, April 9: Palm Sunday  
Gather at 9:50 pm on the sidewalk to process into church 
with palms waving! 
Reading: Matthew 21:1-11 
Palm Sunday Reflection: Royalty? Really? 
Peter JB Carman is preaching.  
 

Maundy Thursday, April 13: 7:00 pm at our church 
Remembrance of the Last Supper 
Shared with First United Methodist Church 
 

Friday, April 14: Good Friday  
The annual public Stations of the Cross Walk, with hymns 
and scripture that recall the passion of Jesus Christ, be-
gins at 12 pm at Christ Episcopal Church (970 State 
Street) and processes through Hamilton Hill stopping at 
many neighborhood churches and ministries ending at 
the City Mission of Schenectady at 2 pm.  Shuttle service 
will be available from the Mission back to Christ            
Episcopal.  
 

Sunday, April 16:  Easter   Christ has risen! Alleluia! 
Reading: John 20: 1-18 
Sermon: We Have Seen Jesus  
11:00 am Easter Reception 
Peter JB Carman is preaching.  
 

Sunday, April 23: Second Sunday of Easter  
10:00 am Worship 
Reading: John 20:19-31 
Sermon:  Encounters with the Risen  

Peter JB Carman is preaching.  
 

Sunday, April 30: Third Sunday of Easter 
Guest Preacher: Rev. Phil Grigsby 
 

Sunday, May 7:  Fourth Sunday of Easter                              
Communion Sunday 
Reading: Acts 2: 42-47 
Communion Meditation: All Things in Common?   
Peter JB Carman is preaching. 
 

From the Moderator, Angela Keller 
 

Church Council Is Seeking Volunteers for Two 
Committees.   
 

1. In light of the 20th Anniversary of the  
formation of the federated Church, we are seek-
ing volunteers to review how the Church is cur-
rently structured in conducting its business 
through various committees and recommending 
any changes to the Church constitution and by-
laws, as relevant.  A mixed group of ABC/UCC 
representation is desired.  
 

2. Short-term committee—Church Council has 
authorized the expenditure of funds for out-
reach and advertising for some focused out-
reach to the local LGBTQ community and to 
heighten the church's public profile. Join Pastor 
Peter in brainstorming and assisting the office in 
selecting targeted methods through Facebook, 
local paper, the internet, etc.  

 

Please contact Angela Keller at ange-
la.keller@outlook.com or 248-7537 if you are 

interested in joining either group. 
______________________________ 

 
Dignity for All Donors Needed—Every year our 
church proudly gives Dignity For All $500 Schol-
arships to area graduating high school seniors 
who have helped make their high schools a safer 
space for LGBT students. Our goal is to raise be-
tween $2,500-3,000 for this fund. We do not 
want to cut back our scholarship awards, so we 
are asking for donations. All donations will be 
used for scholarships. If you wish to contribute 
to this worthy effort, checks can be made out to 
the church with DFA SCHOLAR GIFT noted on the 
check or accompanying note. Drop off or send to 
Maria in the church office. Thank you for any 
help you can give!      David Chancey, Chair Wel-
coming, Open and Affirming Committee 

Committee News 

mailto:angela.keller@outlook.com
mailto:angela.keller@outlook.com


 
 

Church News 
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The Banner on Our Church 
 

As you enter church this week, take note of the welcoming banner 
on the outside of the building. 
 

At its February meeting, the Emmanuel Friedens Church Council ap-
proved placing a banner on the church building in Spanish, English 
and Arabic, saying “No matter where you are from, we are glad 
you’re our neighbor.” Identical banners or signs are being placed at 
various other houses of worship and homes around Schenectady, 
and, indeed, around the continent.   
 

The banner was placed here in response to an invitation from Sche-
nectady Clergy Against Hate, an interfaith group organized by Rabbi 
Matt Cutler and numerous other local religious leaders. The original 
design comes from a sign placed by the Immanuel Mennonite Church in Harrisonburg, Virginia. Said Michael 
Bucher, pastor of that congregation: “I wanted to make a statement in the historically African-American part 
of the city, and in a part of the city where a lot of new immigrants from the Middle East and Central and 
South America are coming, that ‘We’re glad you’re here, and we’re going to show Christ’s love to you as 
neighbors,’” (quoted in Mennonite World Review, December 27, 2016). 
 

In a time when a few have taken it upon themselves to express hostility and even hatred toward various reli-
gious groups and immigrants, the Emmanuel Friedens Church leadership felt it important to let our neighbors 
know they are welcome and safe in this building and among us as a faith community, whatever their faith, 
race, or ethnicity.   
 

Many thanks to Joani Jameson for contributing the cost of the banner, and to Bart Bisgrove and Vern Scoville 
for putting it up promptly! 

 Save the Date 
Sunday, April 30 

Emmanuel Friedens’  
Quarterly Business Meeting  
following  Sunday classes. 

 
 
 

                
   

Adult Sunday Classes 
 

April 9: This year Schenectady Inner City Ministry (SICM) celebrates its 50th anniversary.  Throughout its history 
from its inception, Emmanuel Friedens Church has been closely involved with this organization, in its hands-on 
ministry and its advocacy for social justice. At this important point in history, the Ministry seeks our congrega-
tion's input in "re-visioning"  the future. Join us to learn and to help shape the future. Discussion will be facili-
tated by Faye Bailey and David Chancey. Rev. Phil Grigsby, a member of our church and Executive Director of 
SICM will be there to listen in! 

April 16: No classes 

April 23:  A Conversation with Iman Genghis Khan. Iman Khan is the Muslim chaplain at the Union College 
Office of Religious and Spiritual Life and at the Schenectady County Jail. 
 

April 30:   Joseph Paparone, representative from the Labor/Religion Coalition of NYS, will speak on the new 
sanctuary movement. The Labor-Religion Coalition of NYS, a non-profit organization, works toward the day 
when all New Yorkers have access to good jobs with fair pay and healthy working conditions by uniting faith, 
labor and community into a powerful movement for economic justice. For more information about the organi-
zation, go to www.labor-religion.org.  
 

May 7:   Reclaiming the Human in the Web of Life. Sister Linda Neil, CSJ, of St. Joseph’s Place, a ministry of St, 
Joseph’s Catholic Church, will offer a presentation to inform our minds, engage our hearts, and fire our passion 
for transformation and to celebrate our relationship with the Earth community.   
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Children and Youth Happenings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Christian Education and Activities 

Easter Egg Hunt and Party, this Sunday, April 9 from 
11:15 am-12:15 pm. All children can meet in  

Fellowship Hall  after worship.  

American Baptist Youth Retreat will be held the weekend of May 19 at Pathfinder Lodge in Cooper-
stown NY. The event is open to all youth in grades 7-12. This year’s speaker will be Rev. Michael 
Ware, Pastor of the Webster Baptist Church, with music by Abnormal Worship Band. The cost is $40/
person and includes all meals.  Registrations are due on May 15. For more information or to register, 
contact Keith Griffin @ 518 747-4838 or @griffink74@gmail.com. Parents and youth, if you are inter-
ested, speak with Kevin DiPalma. 
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 Church Women United’s May Friendship Day and annual meeting will be held  at our church on Friday, 
May 5.  Refreshments will be offered at 9:30 am, program at 10 am.  Theme: Kindling New Fires of Love. 
Well known area storyteller, Marni Gillard, will be  guest speaker.  

 Hudson-Mohawk Association of the UCC NY Conference will hold their Spring meeting on Saturday, May 
13 at Zion UCC of Taborton, in West Sand Lake, NY. More information to come. 

 Capital Area Baptist Association (CABA) will host Healthy Congregations. The Lombard Mennonite Peace 
Center will conduct the workshop on Friday-Saturday, May 19 (7-9 pm) & May 20 (9 am-4:30 pm) at the 
Clifton Park Center Baptist Church. “The Healthy Congregations workshop is designed to improve peo-
ple's capacity to calmly articulate what they think and value, and to act on that basis, while staying in 
active relationship with those who may disagree. ..”   Cost: $20 for workbook, $10 snacks and lunch. 
Please contact the CABA office @ 374-0288 to register. 

 54th Annual UCC NY Conference Meeting will be held on May 25-26 at the Marriot in Tarrytown, NY. You 
may register on-line:  uccny.org 

 Interfaith Community of Schenectady will hold their April gathering on Thursday, April 27 at the Domini-
can Retreat Center on Union Street. Dinner at 6:30 pm, program (free) 7:30 pm. Presenter: Iman Genghis 
Khan will focus on “A Qur’anic Immigration Story”  To register, call 370-2150      (continued on page 8) 

 

Our Annual 

Pool Party 

Saturday, March 18: Several of our families and their 
friends (about 30 participants) enjoyed lunch at the 

church and swimming @ the YMCA Pool at Schdy High 
School. It was a nice break after receiving  

about 2 feet of snow from snowstorm Stella.  

Christian Education and Activities (Continued) 

Denominational and Wider Community News 

As a Welcoming and  
Affirming/  

Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 
welcomes and 

affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, martial 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into   membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

STAY CONNECTED 
 
 
 
 
 

www.facebook.com/ 
emmanuelfriedenschurch 

 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, New York  12307 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, NY  12307 
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A Vision for Our Journey 
 

Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching, 
Committed to  
    Growing hearts and minds; 
     Learning openness, courage and love; 
      Serving with our neighbors; 
       Pursuing God’s justice and peace; 
        Inviting others to share the journey! 

CROP Walk - 2017 Schenectady CROP WALK, 
Sunday, May 7- CROP (Communities Responding 

To Overcome Poverty) Walk—Sponsored by Schenec-
tady Inner City Ministry (SICM) and Church World Ser-
vices:  This year’s walk will be held on Sunday, May 7, 
rain or shine. The 5K walk begins and ends at Emman-

uel Friedens. Registration begins at 12:30 pm and the Walk kicks-off at 1:30 pm.  
It is a day of celebration and community building as we walk to raise money for 
hunger-fighting efforts in Schenectady and around the world. A full 25% of the 
money raised remains in our local community and is distributed to food pantries 
including the SICM Food Pantry, the Community Crisis Network Center and Sen-
ior Meals Program of Catholic Charities. Last year’s walkers had to contend with 
rain so the total amount raised was slightly down from the previous year 
($40,417). Despite the rain, Schenectady’s walk was in the top 20 nationally.  
 

All church members and friends are invited to participate in the Walk, either as a 
walker or to sponsor a walker with a donation. So, stop by the CROP Walk table 
on Sundays (April 23, April 30, May 7) and speak with Joni Ogonowski and others
-they want to recruit walkers and will take donations through May 7.   

The May  issue of the Envoy will be 
available the week of May 1, 2017. The 
deadline to submit articles, committee 
news, announcements, etc. is Monday, 

April  24.  Thank you. 

 Community News (Continued)  


