
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Community News (Continued from page 7) 
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As a Welcoming and  
Affirming/  

Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 

welcomes and affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, martial 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into   membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

Join us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/ 

emmanuelfriedenschurch 
 

Join us on our 
Facebook Fan Page 

www.facebook.com/pages/ 
emmanuelfriedenschurch 
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In the Month of May 
 

Saturday, May 4 
Youth Group’s Rummage Sale 

Sunday, May 5 
CROP Walk 

Sunday, May 19 
Pentecost 

Baptism/Confirmation Services 
Monday, May 27 

Memorial Day-Office is closed 

2013 Union College Empty Bowls Project: Sunday, April 28, 5 –7 pm @ Proctor’s GE 
Theater, $20/ticket to benefit Bethesda House, Schdy. City Mission and Concerned 
for the Hungry. Join in the humble sharing of a meal of soup and bread. At the end 
of the evening, guests are asked to keep a  ceramic bowl as a reminder of all the 
empty bowls in the world. Last year, Union College raised over $2000  and they 
hope to top that mark this year-help them reach their goal and support this event.  
 

Sponsored by the Schenectady Inner City Ministry and Church 
World Services, the CROP Walk will be held Sunday, May 5, rain or 
shine.  The 5K walk begins and ends at Emmanuel Friedens. Regis-
tration begins at 12:30 pm and the walk follows at 1:30 pm. It is a 
day of celebration and community building as we walk to raise 
money for hunger-fighting efforts in Schenectady and around the 

world. A full 25% of the money raised remains in our local community and is dis-
tributed to local food pantries, the Community Crisis Network Center and Senior 
Meals (Catholic Charities).   
 

Last year, Emmanuel Friedens raised over $1,600 and we are hoping to raise even 
more money this year because of the greater need for food in our community. In 
2012, over 50,000 people used the local food pantries, up 15% from the previous 
year. All church members and friends are invited to participate in the Walk, either 
as a walker or to sponsor a walker with a donation. Once again this year, Jonette 
Ogonowski and Faye Bailey are our recruiters. They will gladly take your donations-
they will be collecting every Sunday through May 5.  

 

For more community news, please check the church’s bulletin board. 
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In Rev. Gregory’s first pastoral letter to you in the February Envoy, he called it ser-
endipitous that your shared ministry was to begin with the season of Lent—that 
time of year that leads from the darkness of winter to the first stirrings of spring. 
(Spring took a lot of stirring to get here this year, as we all know.) 
 

I, too, would use the word ‘serendipitous’ to describe my arrival here at Emmanu-
el-Friedens Church. I certainly wasn’t expecting it! 
 

I had been on leave from a call for the last four years, working on a couple of nov-
els, one finished, one in process, and a memoir about my journey into the or-
dained ministry and the ways in which I felt an increasingly politicized form of con-
servative Christianity driving me away from it. In spite of that, throughout these 
four years, I found that there were things I sorely missed about life in the parish. 
 

It’s true that I was able to lead worship on lots of Sundays in lots of different 
churches when there were pastoral vacancies or vacation Sundays. But I had no 
consistent sense of belonging anywhere. It’s true, I enjoyed teaching adjunct clas-
ses in creative writing at the University at Albany, but that didn’t necessarily fulfill 
a sense of spiritual vocation. Yet I was pretty clear that I didn’t think I’d want to go 
back to the parish. 
 

But here I am. And the reason, or at least one of the reasons (since I think the Holy 
Spirit had a couple of them, too) is you. Throughout my ten years at Grace Luther-
an Church in Niskayuna, I came to know about the people of Emmanuel-Friedens. I 
respected the congregation’s commitment to important social justice issues. I re-
spected your pastor, Larry Phillips. I enjoyed working together with you on the an-
nual interfaith Thanksgiving services, the services marking the invasion of Iraq and 
the work jointly undertaken by Schenectady congregations to promote civil rights 
for people of all sexual orientations. 
 

As it turns out, it wasn’t that I didn’t want to be in a parish. It was that I wanted to 
be in a parish where I could live out my beliefs in concert with those who believe 
similarly. And in spite of whatever historical theological differences flavor our de-
nominational distinctions, I think it’s obvious that the voices of progressive Chris-
tians across denominations can sing the gospel of Christ in great harmony. 
 

So--I’m very happy to be here and I’m grateful for your warm welcome! 
  

(Continued on Page 2) 
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From the Desk of Marcia Tolman  
Director of Christian Education... It is so nice to welcome Jo Page to our staff.  It will 

round out our team and assure everyone the support needed.  Already pastoral care calls are being re-
routed and the office has more coverage than the past few months.  This allows both Maria and I pro-
ductive time away from the phones, on task and provides opportunity for more self-care, with better 
time management. In fact, April will bring me to several continuing education retreats and conferences 
that would not have possible before.   
 

March was busy with the State Youth Event, Lent and Easter, and many 
community meetings.  The State Youth Event was quite special this year 
because Matthew Tolman was able to attend as an advisor, now that he 
is all grown up.  It was great to be a team again and watch him take on 
new responsibilities.  I am so proud of our Faith Journeys class as they 
grow in the spirit through learning and practice.  We took a trip to a lab-
yrinth that was reflective and prayerful.  Networking and making con-
nections with the community are back on track and just in time as we 
gear up for our community Carnival and the School of Wonder and  
Mystery.          
 

I’m pleased to be able to work with such a skillful team as you have in place with Marcia Tolman, Maria 
Puccio and Don Kerr. And I’m delighted to participate in a corporate worship life with the immensely 
gifted Rev. David Gregory. 
 

In closing, I’ll just include a short biography. Though I’ve lived elsewhere for portions of my life, I’m orig-
inally from the area. Baptized a Roman Catholic, I was raised in the Missouri-Synod Lutheran Church. 
During my years in college (Binghamton University) and graduate school (the University of Virginia), I 
wandered away from church and when I did return (I missed singing hymns!) I was, like Luther, inspired 
enough by the book of Romans with its theology of grace, that I believed I was called into ministry. But 
by then I was living in Denver, so my seminary training began at a progressive Methodist seminary, ILIFF 
School of Theology. 
 

My first husband and I moved back to this area, and for three years I taught at HVCC and The Albany 
Academy, and wrote for the Times-Union and Metroland, for which I still write a bi-weekly column 
(www.metroland.net/viewpoints/reckonings). I finished my seminary training at the Lutheran Theologi-
cal Seminary at Philadelphia and was ordained in 1993, serving calls at churches in Rotterdam, Ray-
mertown, Niskayuna and the University at Albany. 
 

I have two grown daughters, Madeleine and Linnea and my husband, Don Faulkner and I reside in  
Schenectady. 
 

It is a great joy and serendipity to begin our journey together with this season of resurrection! 
 

Jo Page 

Labyrinth reflection at Altamont Reformed  
Church - Friday, March 29 

Our Ann ual Chu rch Picnic  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Looking for volunteers to help with the CROP Walk 
on Sunday, May 5. We need volunteers to help 
SICM register walkers and to set out cookies and 
water after the Walk begins. If you would like to 
help for a few hours, contact Robyn Axon at 280-
5510 or by e-mail (yrallihnybor@netzero.net).  
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Rainbow Scarf Project:    Several women of Em-
manuel Friedens came together on Wednesday, 
April 3 to begin knitting brightly colored scarves 
to raise awareness about violence against LGBT 
teens, women, elders, people of color and oth-
ers endangered by bullying. These scarves will 
be given out during the UCC General Synod in 
July. Anyone interested in joining this effort, 
please contact Alice Rozek or Marcia Tolman.  

Church News and Notes Thank You ….We would like to thank the following 
individuals for their help with the Easter Day recep-
tion: The Andersons, Faye Bailey, Marilyn Bisgrove, 
Debbie Gehman, Jocelyn McKinney, Faye Saville, 
June Schermerhorn and Aldona Vaitulis. Thank you 
to all who brought in food or beverages.  

And a special thank you to Faye Saville for 
coordinating the event. 

 

*************************** 
I so appreciate all the cards, gifts, thoughtful words, 
and heartfelt prayers from my wonderful friends at 
Emmanuel Friedens Church upon the death of my 
mother and brother. The caring of my church family 
helps fill the hole in my heart. Thank you, thank you, 
thank you!  Faye Bailey 

 

Church Work Day 
Saturday, April 20, 9 am-12 pm 

Outside clean-up 
********************* 

Annual Spring Business Meeting 
Sunday, April 28  

after Sunday classes 

Denominational Gatherings 
Service of Installation: Emmanuel Friedens 
Church is honored to host the installation service 
of Rev. David Gaewski as the Conference Minister 
of the UCC New York Conference, Saturday, April 
27 @ 1 pm. 
 

Hudson-Mohawk Spring Meeting: Saturday, May 
4 @ the Bloomington UCC.  
 

Church Women United, May Friendship Day:  
Saturday, May 4, 9:30 am-12 pm @ Friendship 
Baptist Church, 409 Union Street in Schenectady-
Theme: Swinging Wide the Doors of Hospitality. 
For more information, call Betsy Ryan, 377-5635. 

Community News 
 

Spring Study Series @ First United Methodist 
Church: Beginning April 22, a new weekly study 
will start on Jacob Bronowski’s book, “The Ascent 
of Man,” led by Rev. Bob Long and C. Joseph War-
ing, PhD. This 13-part series peels back layers of 
history, invention, science and archaeology to in-
vestigate the great paradox of the human species. 
Every Monday night, 7-8:30 pm, free of charge. If 
interested, contact Linda at the church (374-
4403).         (Continued on next page) 



Our Ann ual Chu rch Picnic  
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Mission News– Getsemani Baptist Church, Our  Sister Church in Nicaragua  
By Sandy George 

Twenty-six years ago, the Mission Board of Emmanuel Baptist Church started a sister-church relation-
ship with Getsemani Baptist Church, a poor church in rural Nicaragua.  In 1991, when John and I  were 
sent as volunteer missionaries to Nicaragua, I along with and Yenis Castillo, the daughter of the pastor 
of Getsemani, Rev. Carlos Castillo, began a preschool/kindergarten program. The people in the Get-
semani Church have used all the financial support our church has sent them wisely for the pre-
school/kindergarten program; to build a small school to house the preschool/kindergarten program; 
to acquire a house as a temporary homeless shelter; for rehabilitating the church;  for renovating an 
old building into a youth/community center;  for scholarship funds for Yenis Castillo to finish her edu-
cation as a teacher; and to help pay for the tuition of two church members who graduated from nurs-
ing school. The preschool/kindergarten program continued until the Nicaraguan government took it 
over two years ago.  The budget of Outreach and Mission then removed it as a line item. Instead the 
Outreach and Mission Committee sent a one-time gift for an agricultural revolving loan fund.  The pro-
gram has had mixed results due to the severe drought gripping Nicaragua at the present time, but the 
hope is that next year will be better.  
 

Every year that we travel to Nicaragua, we make an effort to visit our sister church.  This year,  John 
went twice, once on the 29th of January and again on the 15th of February; I accompanied him during 
the latter trip.  That day, the church held a 26th anniversary service of gratitude for the years of friend-
ship and financial support from first, Emmanuel Baptist Church, and later joined by Friedens United 
Church of Christ. They are very grateful for our love and our support.  Two former students are now attend-
ing seminary and some went to vocational school in Managua.   They wanted us to know that their 
lives were made better because of our unconditional support. 
 

They presented us with two plaques – one to honor us as representatives of Emmanuel Friedens 
Church during all these years and the other to honor the Emmanuel Friedens Community for their 
support.   
 

Both our former pastor, Rev. J. Larry Phillips and our present interim pastor, Rev. David Gregory wrote 
beautiful letters that were read aloud during the service.  (I translated them into Spanish.)  They 
brought tears to the eyes of many. 
 

They, and we know,  that we are retiring as liaisons from Emmanuel Friedens.   John’s recent hearing 
problems limit his ability to understand and communicate in Spanish and my back problems make it 
difficult for me to negotiate the dirt roads of Los Gutierrez Norte where the church is located.   Thus, 
we invite some younger folks to take over this significant and rewarding ministry. 
 

On April 28,  we will present the history and some visuals of the village and the church and its people 
during an adult Sunday class.   
 
Dios le bendiga (God’s blessings to you). 
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Youth Group Happenings 

 Earth Day Celebration, Saturday, April 20 @ Central Park Greenhouses, 
working @ Emmanuel Friedens’ table providing information on Mission 
4/1 Earth Care 

 Rummage Sale, Saturday, May 4-Now accepting items 

 

Adult Sunday School Topics -  April 
 

April 7     Mission 4/1 Earth 
 

50 Great Days of Earth Care, an Eastertide initiative to green up, power down and shout out for the environment.  
Marcia Tolman presented an overview and information on how Emmanuel Friedens will participate in this cam-
paign.   
 

April 14    Community Crisis Network 
 

Keith Houghton, director of the Schenectady Community Crisis Network, will give an informative talk 
about the agency and its role in the community.  This will include how we, as a faith community, partner 
with them in providing services to our neighbors in need. 
 

A second option on this date:  Parent’s Round Table 
Need to talk about parenting issues in your busy lives?  Drop in and share concerns, ideas, triumphs, 
recipes, or whatever with other parents facing the same challenges and possibilities.  This month will be 
facilitated by Danielle O’Brien, and will meet  in the Parlor. 
 

April 21    Girl Scouts – My Promise, My Faith 
 

Marie Titus and Anzala Alozie of the Girl Scouts of Northeast New York (GSNENY) will come and speak  
about the New Pathways and the My Promise, My Faith program.  We are currently connected to the 
GSNENY Faith Roundtable where interfaith communities are discussing opportunities to partner with 
the Girl Scouts.  
 

April 28    Getsemani Baptist Church, Nicaragua 
 

Come and learn about our sister church in Nicaragua, a relationship that began in 1991.  For 26 years, 
we have provided friendship and financial support for this mission.  Sandy and John Detwyler will pre-
sent the history and some visuals of the village, the church and its people.    

Christian Education News 

A Note of Thanks “.. On behalf of the Albany Damien Center, I would like to sincerely thank Nancy 
Mitchell and the youth group at Emmanuel Friedens for preparing a wonderful home cooked dinner 
on Saturday, January 26 at the First Lutheran Church. The dinner was very well attended by 80 of our 
members, all of which were very much appreciative of the dinner. ….. Thank you so much for your 
generosity. With your help, we will continue enriching the lives of people living with HIV/AIDS in our 
community, often when they need us the most.”  Perry Junjulas, Executive Director, Albany Damien 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Easter Egg Hunt 
 
How wonderful it was to 
see the children running 
around the front lawn on 
Easter Sunday.  The colors 
of eggs and all the Easter 
outfits made a rainbow 
picture.   
 

The excitement and 
smiles as they traded 
tickets for prizes was 
priceless. 
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Give from the Heart 
 

The School of Wonder and 
Mystery (SWM) will receive a 
matching grant this year to 
use for programming resources. This grant 
comes from the Capital Region Theological 
Center Congregational Resourcing.  We will 
still need to cover staff salaries with our own 
funds and that requires another $800.  With 
your generosity, we are sure to reach that 
goal.  
 

The Carnival will be coming soon and to make 
it a success, we need to raise $200 for the 
Bouncy Bounces that everyone loves.  Your 
donations will provide an afternoon of fun for 
our community. 
 

Please be sure to designate the School of 
Wonder & Mystery or carnival on your check 
or envelope, so the correct account is  
credited.   Thank you. 
 

Christian Education News (Continued) Easter Day at Emmanuel Friedens 

Thank you Christian Education & Activities Committee 
for sponsoring the egg hunt.  
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 April 1-May 19, 2013 
 
 

Emmanuel Friedens Church is a registered participant of this great campaign to reach 1,000,000 hours of 
engaged Earth Care.  Everyone can help by counting the hours you devote to environmental justice over 
the next few weeks. 
 

There is no wrong way to count your hours. We are all at different points in our journey toward green liv-
ing and the steps you take along the path, no matter how big or small, are important. 
 

So take a look at your day. If you are doing something new to protect the environment, like changing light 
bulbs, walking to work, or shopping at your local farm stand, count those hours.  If you are making time in 
your day to learn more about living an earth friendly lifestyle through research, prayer, or reflection, 
count that time spent exploring this new area of learning.  Be sure to recognize any new habits, both phys-
ical and spiritual, that you are incorporating into your life. These hours will add up and together our 
efforts will represent transformed lives and a healthier planet. 
 

If you missed our adult education class on Sunday, April 7, check out the website www.ucc.org/earth or 
check with the church office for materials. Also, we will be posting what we do on the Facebook page 
www.facebook.org (just search for Mission 4/1 Earth and like it).   
 

Here some other ways to do something for earth care: 
 plant a tree:  Michaels Arts Stores Re-Leaf Program – text the following and they will plant a tree 

for you -  Text*RELEAF to 273283. (Message & data rates apply) 
  Sierra Club has Earth Care ideas:   http://content.sierraclub.org/earthday/ 
  For advocacy go to www.ucc.org/earth and click the advocacy tab 
 Don’t forget to check out any earth day activities in your community this month, 

       including the Earth Day Celebration (notice below) 
There will be time cards in the pews each week for you to report your total hours and then place them in 

the offering plates.  We will tally them and post on the website every week. 
 

 
 
 

 
2013 Earth Day Celebration – Schenectady Central Park 

Saturday, April 20th - 10 am-2 pm 
Children’s Activities – Gardening Tips – Plant Sale 

Join in this fun and informational day  
Sustainable Living Center of Central Park Greenhouses 

180 Ptl. Arthur Chaires Lane  
 

Emmanuel Friedens Church will have a table for our Mission 4/1 Earth– come join us! 

Community Initiatives 

http://www.ucc.org/earth
http://www.facebook.org/
http://www.michaels.com/lookbook/lb,default,pg.html?cm_mmc=EMAIL-_-0402ReLove-_-b1-_-ReLeaf&cm_em=DCEMTOLMAN@NYCAP.RR.COM
http://content.sierraclub.org/earthday/
http://www.ucc.org/earth

