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Advent Season Schedule-Remaining Events 
Our theme is Anticipation 

THE ENVOY 
A Newsletter of  Emmanuel Friedens Church 

American Baptist and United Church of Christ Congregation 

218 Nott Terrace, Schenectady, NY  12307 
Rev.  Peter J.B. Carman, Pastor 

 

Saturday, December 10:  
Decorating the church 

 
 

Sunday, December 11: Third Sunday in Advent 
Lighting of the Third Advent Candle-Joy 
Hanging of the Greens, Gifts Returned 

 

Saturday, December 17:  
Decorating the church-hanging the roping and wreath 

 

Sunday, December 18: Fourth Sunday in Advent 
Lighting of the Fourth Advent Candle-Love 

Poinsettias are in the Sanctuary 
Church Christmas Celebration Dinner following worship  

 
December 24: Christmas Eve 

Christmas Eve Reception  
Hosted by Charlie and Edwin Reyes @ their home 

6-7:30 pm 
 

Candlelight Service @ 8 pm 
_______________________________________ 

Wednesday Advent Services  
@ Emmanuel Friedens Church 

Wednesday, December 7 and 14 @ 7 pm 
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For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder: 

and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, 

The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 

Isaiah 9:6 (King James Version) 
 

Dearly beloved, 
 

As we celebrate Advent and prepare our hearts for Christmas, my mind goes back to the waiting and 
anticipation that was part of becoming a new parent. Of course, my anticipation as a prospective dad 
was, in ways I was at the time only a little aware of, different than Lynn’s, as she prepared personally 
for the physical experience of childbirth. Every new parent knows anticipation and each in our own 
way. The anticipation around childbirth and the waiting ordeal which is preparation for adoption are 
different—although each one anticipates wonder and a new creation at the end of the path. 
 

Anticipation is our theme this Advent.  We are in this season of pre-natal preparation, not only for the 
month of December, but in this season of our life together.  This waiting is not just any waiting or antic-
ipation…. For we are trying to be intentional about preparation for the arrival of the One who repre-
sents the start of a world redeemed, society made more just, relationships healed.   
 

We have been waiting a long time. 1,987 years, give or take a decade, since the year of Christ’s death 
and rising. Sometimes, it seems like our world has been making some progress along the long historical 
arc toward liberation and justice. Sometimes, however, we grow tired and cold with the waiting. Our 
Anticipation needs a jump start. 
 

In the remaining days of Advent, and in the season of Christmas, let me invite you to be part of that 
renewal, that re-ignition, of our sense of longing and patience, mystery and wonder. And let us remem-
ber that what we are waiting for is not just another Christmas, lovely as the holiday is. We live our lives, 
beginning to end, in anticipation of the kind of world we believe God wants to bring into being:  

 
The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

and a little child shall lead them. 
 

 

In the Peace of Christ, 
Peter 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

From the Pastor’s Desk... 
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Join the EFC Christmas Choir 
 

The  Emmanuel Friedens Choir invites you to sing the Christmas Eve service with us. We'll rehearse 
before the Sunday services on December 11 and 18 and before the Christmas Eve service on Decem-
ber 24.  We also plan to have one weeknight rehearsal the week before Christmas (either on Decem-
ber 21 or 22 in the evening).  If you enjoy singing but aren't able to join the choir on a regular basis, 
this would be a great opportunity to raise your voice in song. If you're interested in joining us 
please e-mail EFC’s  Minister of Music, Michael Harrison at mpharrison@comcast.net.  

 
Auriel Camerata Christmas Concert 
 

The Auriel Camerata, the capital district's professional chamber choir, presents "Light, Sacred Light," 
a holiday concert featuring music of light and hope and a carol sing along. Our Minister of Music, Mi-
chael Harrison sings tenor in the group and one of his carol settings, "The World's Desire," is included 
on the program. The concert is Saturday, December 10 at 7:30 pm at the Church of the Immaculate 
Conception, 600 Saratoga Road, Glenville. Tickets are $25 for adults, $15 for students. For more in-
formation, visit the website aurielcamerata.org. 

Music Notes and Announcements 

                      An Invitation to You to Join Us For Our  
                      Church Christmas Celebration Dinner 

                               
 

Church Christmas Celebration Dinner,  Sunday, December 18, will be a very special, fun day for our 
Church to gather together and celebrate Jesus’ birth.  Following our worship service, there will be a 
Christmas dinner in Fellowship Hall. The dinner will feature baked turkey prepared by Shop Rite 
chefs.  Please let us know if you will attend and which food item you will bring by completing the 
reservation slip (which will be in this Sunday’s bulletin) and placing it in the collection plate or in 
the basket which will be located in the office. Or you can always call the office and let us know. Fami-
ly and friends are always welcome to join us.  If unable to prepare a side dish, you may wish to con-
tribute to the turkey preparation costs. We ask that you bring an ingredient card with your home-
made food item. This will be helpful for those individuals with dietary needs.   
 

We also ask that you please bring a non-perishable food item to the Christmas dinner. As we cele-
brate the gifts of the season and share dinner together as a church family, let us give to those in 
need by giving to the community.  
 

We hope everyone will make a special effort to participate. 
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Anticipation 
 Sundays in Advent 

 

Sunday, December 11, Third Sunday in Advent 
We Light the Candle of Joy  

Scripture: Isaiah 35:1-10, Luke 1:46b-55 
Hanging of the Greens will be a part of the service. 

Sermon: Magnificent Joy  
Peter JB Carman is preaching. 

 

Sunday, December 18, Fourth Sunday in Advent 
We Light the Candle of Love 

Scripture: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19,Matthew 1:18-25 
Sermon: Living in Expectation 
Peter JB Carman is preaching. 

 

Next Advent Service on Wednesday,  
December 14, 7 pm @ the Church 

 

Fulfilment  
The Season of Christmas 

 
 

Saturday, December 24,  Christmas Eve 
Worship @ 8 pm, A Service of Readings and Carols 

 

Sunday, December 25, Christmas Day 
6:30 am Dawn Service   

@ First United  Methodist Church (FUMC) 
10 am Joint Worship @ Emmanuel Friedens 

with our friends from FUMC 
Scripture: John 1:1-14 

Sermon: Living with Incarnation 
Peter JB Carman is preaching. 

 

Sunday, January 1 
The Second Sunday of  Christmas  

Communion Sunday 
Scripture: Psalm 148, Matthew 2:13-23 

Communion Meditation: Sustaining Praise in a 
Struggling World  

Peter JB Carman is preaching. 
___________________________________ 

 

Upcoming Worship Services  
 January 2017 
 At A Glance 

 

Special Offering  
Through the Month of January 

Retired Ministers and Missionaries  
(American Baptist) and  

the Christmas Fund for the  
Veterans of the Cross and  

Emergency Fund  
(United Church of Christ)  

 

Sunday, January 15 
Dr. Martin Luther King’s Birthday 

Celebration and Program, 2:30 pm 
@ Proctors GE Theatre 

 

Saturday, January 28 
EFC Brunch, 10:30-11:30 am 

 

**Sunday, January 22 
Annual Business Meeting 

_______________________ 
 

The January  issue of the Envoy will be 
available the week of January 8, 2017. 
The deadline to submit articles, com-
mittee news,  announcements, etc. is 
Tuesday, January 3.  Thank you. 

To order poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary and 
to have for the holiday season, please use the order 
form  (on page 7). The cost is $11/plant. Please re-

turn the form by December 12 with your payment to 
the church by dropping it in the collection plate this 

Sunday, 12/11 or calling the office to place  
your order. Thank you. 

 

javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT2180_com_zimbra_email%22));
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Church News  

Adult Sunday Classes  
 

Advent Series:   
 

December 11: Shirley Hedman, Jocelyn McKinney and Doug Guevara will speak on their Christmas celebra-
tions and traditions, and further discussions on how Christmas celebrations have changed over the years  

December 18, 25 and January 1 –No classes—Classes resume on Sunday, January 8 
 

The Youth Group again used their funds to “pay it forward” this Advent season by 
adopting  a struggling family serviced through Catholic Charities Services. All 
the gifts have been purchased, wrapped and are ready to be delivered  to the Agency.  

Sunday, December 18 
There will be a brief program of songs by our children as 

we gather for our Christmas dinner celebration. 

Emmanuel Baptist Endowment Received a Gift from the Jane Foster Estate 
 

Jane Foster was a member of our church from the early 50’s until her death in November 
2014. She lived in the Annie Schaffer Apartments but had been unable to attend church 
services for several years. Prior to her husband’s death, they had homes in Glenville and 
on Oregon Avenue in Schenectady. 

 

Jane moved to  Schenectady, after college, accepting a leadership position with the Girl Scouts Council. She 
met her future husband, Jack Foster, at Emmanuel Baptist. Over the years, the couple were outstanding 
leaders and participants in our congregation. Jane served as Financial Secretary, served on the Board of 
Missions, worked in the Babyfold, and being an excellent cook, she spent much time in our kitchen, helping 
to prepare many church dinners. 
 

Jack had a booming bass voice and sang many solos, as well as weekly participation in the choir. He also 
served as a Deacon. Jack worked over the years at Nusbaums and Dahl’s Men stores. Jane and Jack had two 
adopted children, Jeff and Judy. Jane was predeceased by Jack and Judy. 
 

Jane’s estate was finally settled in October of this year. Emmanuel Baptist Endowment Fund received a   
           (continued on Page 6) 

Christian Education &  Activities  

 

 

Something to be Proud Of 
 

While attending the induction of the Scotia Glenville National Junior Honor Society I was impressed, not only 
with  the caliber of the thirteen and fourteen year old kids and what they had accomplished to get there but in 
looking down the list of inductees, noticed that there were four with ties to Emmanuel Friedens.  Not to brag but 
it looks like our church has given a very sound grounding to our youth.  I know you are curious so, in alphabetical 
order: Sadie Chaffin, daughter of our former pastor Susan and Mark Chaffin,  Christopher Chotkowski, grandson 
of Mary Lou Chotkowski,  Micah Hughes, son of Josh Hughes and Trevor Radez, son of Jody Radez and Cheryl 
Beauchamp.  Congratulations to them and to our congregation for helping to raise such well rounded teenagers.   
Mary Lou Chotkowski 

 

 

 

 
The Worship and Nurture Committee is excited about the upcoming year and continue to need your talents and 
gifts as we seek volunteers for different jobs. "We have different gifts, according to the grace given us." We real-
ize that some might be hesitant because they are not sure what they are expected to do, so along with Faye Bai-
ley, the committee has done some work on making the job duties a lot more user friendly and will be making 
these instructions available to all. We encourage you to consider whether you have time before service, to come 
greet and welcome our many friends or help usher them to the worship service. Maybe you have time during 
worship to help with receiving the collection or to serve Communion. Whatever you gift may be "Never lack in 
zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor serving the Lord."  

 

Peace be with you,  
The Worship and Nurture Committee 
 Debbie Gehman, Jan Grigsby & Jocelyn McKinney 
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wonderful gift of $471, 206.  Jane loved her church and had hopes that the church will be able to continue its 
leadership and ministry in Schenectady.  
 

Betty Detwyler served as Executrix of Jane’s estate. For her services, which lasted over two years, she was en-
titled to receive $18, 546. However, Betty decided she wanted to donate her earnings to Emmanuel’s Endow-
ment Fund, thus allowing Emmanuel to receive the full estate value of $471, 206. A very generous gift, Betty 
and we are thankful.   
 

For these gifts, we are grateful and give thanks to God.             Faye Saville, Moderator 

News from the Committees  

Brunch News: Another successful community brunch! We served 70 guests the Saturday after Thanksgiving. 
We were again blessed with the help of the First United Methodist Youth Group who provided six youth who 
served our guests.. Mary, our “bagel lady,” dropped off 100 bagels as well as 50 pies and cakes that our 
guests took home. Many compliments on the pies that were provided by the congregation-thank you. In addi-
tion to breakfast food, we were able to offer homemade lasagna compliments of Jim Schermerhorn.  Our 
next brunch is December 31. , New Years Eve!  Stay tuned!   Nancy Spencer 

Church News – continued  
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Poinsettia Order Form 
(orders must be in by December 12) 

 

Purchased 

by:_________________________________________________________________ 
  

Plant Choice ($11 each):    Number of plants:  _______   Color:     ___  Red  ___  Pink      

___  White                              
     

Total Amount:    ______ Cash   _____ Check (made payable to Emmanuel Friedens )            

                                                             

                                                               

 ____   Will pick up plant after the service on December 18 

____   Will pick up plant after the Christmas Eve service 

____   Would like to give the poinsettia for our Christmas season worship services 
____   Would be available to deliver a plant to a homebound congregation member (after 

12/18) 
   

  

Thank You Notes   

 

Our church recently received a note from Jennifer 
Phillips and Cheryl Shimovetz, thanking everyone 
for all the love and support of Ella, their daughter. 
The gifts, cards, prayers and your love have con-
tributed so much to the family as Ella continues 
her struggle with cancer.  Please continue to keep 
them you your hearts and prayers.   Faye Saville, 
Moderator 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Peter,  
Thank you for your hospitality and help in pulling 
together a meaningful service of remembrance for 
the Visiting nurses’ Palliative Care Team. Everyone 
expressed their gratitude. In many ways, this ser-
vice is for the nurses, helping them process their 
own sense of loss. Being able to light a candle for 
each name was appreciated by all. Thank you 
again . May God Bless and sustain you in your 
ministry.  Eleanor Stanton 
 

(The Visiting Nurse’s service was held  
at Emmanuel Friedens on November 30, 2016.)  

As a Welcoming and  
Affirming/  

Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 
welcomes and 

affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, martial 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into   membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

STAY CONNECTED 
 
 
 
 
 

www.facebook.com/ 
emmanuelfriedenschurch 

 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, New York  12307 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, NY  12307 
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A Vision for Our Journey 
 

Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching, 
Committed to  
    Growing hearts and minds; 
     Learning openness, courage and love; 
      Serving with our neighbors; 
       Pursuing God’s justice and peace; 
        Inviting others to share the journey! 

May the spirit of Christmas bring you  
blessings and joy. 

 
~ Merry  Christmas and Happy New Year ~ 

 
Pastor Peter, Michael , Maria and Dave 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


