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Dear Friends,

This single simple word, Hope, is our theme this entire Advent season. In a world
too acquainted with despair and defeat it is ours to incarnate hope, as best we
can.
I have been reflecting a lot in recent weeks on the various places in our lives and
in our world in need of a good dose of Hope! Individually and in our journey together as a congregation, we do well to be very real with ourselves about the
places around us and within where we have lost hope, and cynicism or indifference have taken hold.

In our relational lives, hope’s absence looks like taking each other for granted, or
paralysis as a result of injuries past; or even the passive acceptance of patterns
of abuse.
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This Emmanuel Friedens community gathers near the corner of Nott Terrace and State Street every
week. A place of love and intentional acceptance, it is a deeper source of hope than we often notice. I
am grateful for each of you. Hope grows when we support one another in this pilgrimage. Hope grows
as we remember a teacher and healer from long ago, whose birth we celebrate in a few short weeks.
In Expectation,
Peter

Each Sunday in Advent we light a candle. This past Sunday we lit the first: one
purple candle named Hope.

Within our personal and spiritual lives, the loss of hope often takes the form of
dreams deferred, and escapism as a substitute for embrace.
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In the world around us, symptoms of hope’s undoing include widespread acceptance of racism on the institutional level; numbness in the face of war; and
indifference to hunger. To name a few!
So where do we find hope? One source of hope is in the life and teachings of Jesus: indeed even those who don’t call themselves Christians look to the stories
of Jesus for inspiration and hope. Leo Tolstoy, effectively a convert to Christianity, and across the world Mohandas Gandhi, who lived and died a Hindu, both
found in the teachings and stories of Jesus a methodology for intentional community and social change!
For me another inspiring figure from early in the last century is Dorothy Day, a
New Yorker, an atheist, an advocate for the poor and a single mom who became
Roman Catholic. Inspired by Christ’s teachings she co-founded the Catholic
Worker movement, a community –based movement that to this day lives and
works with the poor. Dorothy’s writings still reminds us that deep as the inner
side of faith may be, real sustaining hope requires that we come together: in her
autobiography she remarks: “We have all known the long loneliness and we have
learned that the only solution is love and that love comes with community.”

May the spirit of Christmas bring you blessings and joy.
~ Merry Christmas and Happy New Year ~
Peter, Don, Maria and Dave
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Sundays in December and Early January
November 30
1st Sunday in Advent
We Light the Candle of Hope
Sermon: One Candle in the Night
Readings: Jeremiah 33:14-16; 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Peter JB Carman, Pastor preaching
December 7
2nd Sunday in Advent
We Light the Candle of Peace
Communion Sunday
Communion Meditation:
The Place of Faith’s Starting
Readings: Isaiah 40: 1-11; Mark 1:1-8
Peter JB Carman, Pastor preaching
December 14
3rd Sunday in Advent
We Light the Candle of Joy
Hanging of the Greens
Sermon: The Upside Down Gospel of Mary
Readings: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; Luke 1:46b-55
Peter JB Carman, Pastor preaching
December 21
4th Sunday in Advent
We Light the Candle of Love
Sermon: Where God Lives
Readings: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Luke 1:26-28
Peter JB Carman, Pastor preaching
December 28
First Sunday after Christmas
Sermon: A Burning Torch
Readings: Isaiah 61:10-62:3; Luke 2:22-40
Peter JB Carman, Pastor preaching
January 4
Communion Sunday
Communion Meditation: The Star’s Arising
Reading: John 1:1-18
Peter JB Carman, Pastor preaching
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Hope!
Advent 2014

Announcements and Notes
IN MEMORIAM
Jane S. Foster
September 15, 1924– November 5, 2014
A Member of Emmanuel Baptist Church
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Finding Hope on Wednesday Nights - Evening Worship with our Sister Churches in Downtown Schenectady Join us for a wonderful series of opportunities to slow down, reflect, and be part of the wider
Christian community together looking for the Hope that is in Advent. All three churches are within easy
walking distance. The next two gatherings will be held @ 7 pm at the following churches:
December 10 - St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, Lafayette and State Street, led by Deacon Al Manzella
December 17—First United Methodist Church, 603 State Street, Rev. Sara Baron leading: Longest Night
Service

Jane Foster passed away on Wednesday,
November 5 while in her home at Schaffer
Heights in Schenectady. A memorial service for
Jane was held at Emmanuel Friedens Church on
Saturday, November 15.

Notes from Students
Dear Church Council, Thank you so much for your
donation to the Union College Campus Protestant
Ministry. I am a sophomore and an active member of Dinner and Discussion Around Diversity, a
club sponsored by the Campus Protestant Ministry. This Club provides students with a safe place
to talk about issues close to them. It promotes
diversity on campus and encourages students to
have different perspectives. Thank you again for
your donation and support. ..Joni Partridge
Union College
Dear Congregation, Thank you for your financial
and spiritual support. IT has greatly helped me
through my time at college. I have recently
signed up for a missionary trip to Panama, where
I’ll be providing medical care. Can’t wait to come
back and visit everyone. Hope all is well. XOXO
Mary Bisgrove

Hanging of the Greens will be a part of our worship service on Sunday, December 14.

Christmas Dinner

We invite you to join us on Sunday, December 14
for our Christmas dinner and show
Starting @ 5 pm
Please let us know if you will attend and which food item you will bring by completing the reservation slip (bulletin insert) and placing it in the collection plate or in the collection basket which
will be located in the office. Family and friends are always welcome to join us.
For this year’s dinner, we ask that you bring an ingredient card with your homemade food item.
This will be helpful for those individuals with dietary needs.
Please bring a non-perishable food item to the Christmas dinner. As we celebrate the gifts of the
season and share dinner together as a church family, let us give to those in need by giving to the
community food pantry. Thank you.

Lighting of the Advent Candle
“What has come into being in him was life and
the life was the light of all people. The light
shines in the darkness and the darkness did
not overcome it.” John 1:3,4

Members and friends of Emmanuel Friedens Church will
light a candle in preparation for Christmas this year.
November 30:
December 7:
December 14:
December 21:
December 24:

Jocelyn McKinney and friends
June and Vern Scoville
Marian, Selena and Artie Loftis
Janet and Paul Fiore
Ashley Gee and Cassidy Lent

Wednesday Evening, December 24
Christmas Eve!
7 pm Reception hosted by your
Church Council
8 pm Christmas Eve Worship:
A Service of Lessons and Carols

The Advent Schedule can be found
on the backside of the calendar.
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From Our Committees...
We are CALLING on you to help!
Have you noticed how sad our hallway and stair carpet is looking these days? Believe it or not, that carpet is about 20 years old and does it ever show! It has faded after years of many feet walking down it,
not just on Sundays, but on any given day of the week. It has also started to wrinkle and no amount of
cleaning and pulling is going to fix these issues. Also, one set of our front steps is crumbling. The Board of
Trustees is looking into finding a flooring company to work with us to replace our current carpeting in a
way that is both cost effective and provides a durable product, as well as a mason to fix our front steps.
We are asking you, members and friends of Emmanuel Friedens Church, to help us raise money to fund
these projects. We have been blessed with gifts from the estate of Lillie Chamberlain and two other generous donors. The Church Council has voted to designate half of the money from these gifts ($11,000),
and is asking the members and friends of the Church to match this generosity in order to pay for the carpeting and the necessary work to the front steps of the church.
To make a donation, please include the designation “carpet/steps” on the memo line of your check.
Thank you,
Your Church Council

Offering to Support Retired Missionaries, Ministers and Spouses
On Sunday, December 14 Emmanuel Friedens will receive a special offering to support retired missionaries and ministers. As a Church that belongs both to the American Baptist and the United
Church of Christ families, we do this by inviting members and friends either to contribute to the Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering (American Baptist) or the Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and Emergency Fund (United Church of Christ). Appropriate envelopes are included
in your newsletter, or may be picked up in church on Sunday morning. The funds raised through
these national offerings say “Thank you” to retired ministers and missionaries and their spouses.
They also provide emergency support in times of crisis and help with medical costs when they are
beyond the means of our retirees.

Emergency Needs Offering
On Sunday, December 21 we will receive an Offering to Support the Diaconate Fund, an emergency
needs fund to offer support to Emmanuel Friedens church members, friends and those in the community facing emergency needs. Thanks for your generous support of this fund in the past! One recipient from the Diaconate Fund this year will be an emergency fund operated by the Community
Crisis Network, a collaborative program of Schenectady Inner City Ministry, Catholic Charities of
Schenectady, Bethesda House, and the Jewish community. Area congregations provide support for
the emergency fund which is used when individuals and families lack food, shelter, medicine and
other basic needs. In this season of giving, what great ways these are to make gifts where they can
make a real difference!

The Outreach and Mission Committee has been looking into ways to help those in our community
for a while. We have finally decided upon a monthly community brunch, thanks to the help of Rev. Peter
Carman and Rev. Phil Grigsby. For the foreseeable future, this brunch will take place the last Saturday of
every month, from 10:30-11:30 am, in Fellowship Hall. We will be serving pancakes, turkey sausage, eggs,
fruit, coffee, tea, and juice. This event is free and open to the community. We will be sending out flyers to
various organizations in the area to make people aware. For the first couple of breakfasts, any money
needed for food will come from the money raised by Outreach and Mission over the last couple of years.
After this, we have asked the congregation, through the 2015 budget, to help support the breakfast. We
are seeking volunteers for set-up, clean-up, cooking, and just coming to eat and share conversation.
The first brunch is Saturday, December 27, 10:30-11:30 am, in Fellowship Hall. You can sign up to help
through the bulletin or by speaking with myself or another member of the Outreach and Mission Committee. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me, either by phone (518-487-1753) or
e-mail (snowstorm87@hotmail.com).
Thank you for your support,
Cassidy Lent
Chairperson

Christian Education & Activities
Adult Classes in December and Early January
Advent Adult Sunday classes: Creating Spiritual Families—Sunday classes during the Advent season will
focus on what it means to live as spiritual families. Each week, one family will lead discussion. We are
Families of Hope; Families of Peace; Families of Joy; and Families of Love! How do we live this
vision and what do we struggle with? Join us!
There will be no classes on Sunday, December 28. Classes will resume on January 4, 2015
January 4 and 11: Classes led by Laurie Bacheldor
The Youth Group will again “pay it forward” this Advent season by adopting
(i.e., purchasing presents and gift cards) struggling families serviced through
Catholic Charities Aide Services and the Damien Center
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Happenings at EFC

218 Nott Terrace
Schenectady, New York 12307

Fair Trade Holiday Sale—Saturday, November 22
It was a steady parade of shoppers
who purchased colorful and unique
gifts of quality from Guatemala sold
by Mayan Hands Guatemala and
also items from artisans in Peru.

Parents’ Day Out
Sunday, November 30

Parents enjoyed an afternoon
off and their kids had a
great time!

As a Welcoming and
Affirming/
Open and Affirming
Church, Emmanuel
Baptist Church and
Friedens United
Church of Christ
welcomes and
affirms
all persons without
regard to sex, martial
status, age , race,
sexual orientation, or
abilities, inviting all
into membership,
mission, and
leadership.

STAY CONNECTED

www.facebook.com/
emmanuelfriedenschurch

Poinsettia Order Form
Purchased by:
_________________________________________________________________

To order poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary and to have for the holiday season, please use the order
form on page 8 (back page) and return it to the church by December 14. The cost is $11/plant. Please
return the form with your payment to the church by either dropping it in the collection plate, or mailing
it in. If you have any questions, please call the office.

Plant Choice ($11 each):

Number of plants: _______ Color:

___ Red

___ Pink

___ White

___ Would like to make a monetary donation toward
purchasing a plant for a homebound congregation member
Total Amount:
____
____
____
____

______ Cash _____ Check (made payable to Emmanuel Friedens Church)

Will pick up plant after the service on December 21
Will pick up plant after the Christmas Eve service
Would like to give the poinsettia for our Christmas season worship services
Would be available to deliver a plant to a homebound congregation member

