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A Journey of Joy and Justice 
 
Dear Emmanuel Friedens Friends,  
 

We are on an adventure together, we who gather for worship and share a life 
together at Emmanuel Friedens Church in Schenectady.  A congregation with a 
long history, we are in many ways also a young church. When two congregations 
came together a little more than two decades ago to commit to a common fu-
ture that preserve the identity of both churches but truly functioned as a single 
body, something new was born! 
 

In 2019, this old/young congregation will join in a Journey of Joy and Justice.  
That’s the theme of your pastor’s Sabbatical leave, from July through September 
this year. I am grateful to the Lilly Foundation and the leaders on 2018’s Church 
Council who made this possible! However, it doesn’t stop there!  This Journey of 
Joy and Justice is also the theme I will be focused on throughout the year in wor-
ship and as we seek to be a faithful witness to God’s love together throughout 
the year. I want to invite you to join me in that journeying spirit.  We will not just 
have a traveling pastor for a few months this year—we will also have a series of 
special events and visitors to the church that focus on that theme. As I journey to 
Latin America, the visitors and programs will allow you to journey along in some 
ways. I hope they may be helpful in discerning your own individual journeys, 
wherever you travel or work or live. 
 

One special invitation to start the journey! We have received Lilly grant funding 
to allow one additional church member or friend to join Lynn and me at a Global 
Baptist Peace Conference in Cali, Colombia, for a week in July.  The grant will 
cover airfare, the cost of registration and attendance at the conference, includ-
ing food and housing. I encourage you to speak to me soon and let me know if 
you are interested!  
 

Each month in the Envoy, starting in this very issue, you will find Sabbatical Notes 
to update you on the schedule and highpoints in the journey.  
 

(Continued on pg. 2) 
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As your pastor, I value our life together very much! Ok, it’s true, we all have our occasional rough edg-
es—yes, me too.  But when I come to church with you on Sunday morning, I am keenly aware that we 
are a congregation that truly prays together, makes decisions together and learns together.  
 

I am often reminded, as I see each of you from my seat in the front of the sanctuary, of the many and 
unique ways each of you is on a journey, each of you dedicates yourself to your neighbors, each of you 
searches for the Holy, each of you longs for a more peaceful and just world, and tries in your own ways 
to help birth that world.  I believe that God sees your faces too, and sees into each of us, knows us 
heart and soul.  
 

You give me joy, and God gives me joy! And when I occasionally feel ready to give up on the cause of a 
more just world, your witness gets me back on track. Thank you!  
 

In Joy and Justice 
 
Peter 
Peter JB Carman, Pastor  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We were saddened to hear of the death of longtime church member Anthony (Tony) Rozek. Tony 
passed away in the early morning of January 12, 2019 while in Hospice Care at St. Peter’s Hospital in 

Albany.  The  funeral service was held on Saturday, January 19 at 10 am at  Emmanuel Friedens 
Church.  A service of committal  followed at Memory Gardens, Watervliet –Shaker Road in Albany. 

Expressions of sympathy may be sent to the family c/o Amy Washburn, 34 Upper Main Street,  
Norridgewock, ME   04957. 

 
 

Dear Peter, Maria, Marilyn and Faye, and not ever excluding ANY of the Emmanuel Friedens Family: 

Thank you for your loving support during our difficult time. Your love and care of Dad will not be           

forgotten. With His Grace, Amy and Drew 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

Anthony James Rozek 
May 9, 1939-January 12, 2019 

 

A member of our church since 1968 

(Continued from Page 1) 



  
  

 

SAVE THE DATE 
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This month—a special Invitation! 
By Jan Grigsby 
 
As you’ve heard, Pastor Peter is taking his sabbatical this July-September.  Among other things, he will 
travel to Colombia, Mexico and Brazil to live and study with peace activists.  His goal is to better under-
stand the great joy that these dedicated souls carry in their difficult work.  The sabbatical is supported by a 
generous Lilly Foundation grant of $45,000 that provides money both for his activities and for a variety of 
exciting events here in our congregation.  Over the next months, I will share news of what’s coming up.  
The goal is that both Peter and we will be renewed in our faith and ministry.   
 

An Invitation This month I share an invitation!  We have money to pay for one EFC member to travel with 
Peter to Cali, Colombia for this year’s Global Baptist Peace Conference (GBPC), July 15-20.  The grant will 
cover your travel, housing, food and registration costs – i.e. ALL your expenses!   
 

What? Peace activists of all faiths and from all over the world will gather under the banner, Peace in Our 
Land: Toward a World Without Violence. The GBPC is one of the oldest and most influential peace confer-
ences, begun in Sweden in 1988.  Conference attendees come away with the tools and inspiration to build 
on peacemaking work in their home communities.  It is empowering to learn what other people of faith 
are doing on behalf of peace around the world. 
 

Why Colombia? If you’re like most of us, of course, your first thought about Colombia is 
probably “drug cartels and civil war.”  You’d be right, if you were thinking of the past; 
however, much of that has changed! The Colombian Peace Accord has had tremendous 
success in reducing violence and conflict, good news we rarely hear – but need to!  The 
GBPC is being held in Cali this year precisely to recognize, honor and learn from those 
involved in that change.  
 

The Baptist University of Cali, located in a safe part of the city, is hosting the conference.  Housing is avail-
able there or at several great hotels in the area. Cali, the third largest city in Colombia, is a beautiful city 
with a modern economy and a vibrant cultural life. This is an opportunity you do not want to miss! 
 

I hope you will consider being “the one”!   
 

Please check out the conference website: globalbaptistpeace2019.org for more details.  And, feel free to 
talk to Pastor Peter or to me about this opportunity! 

Sabbatical Notes 

Date:  Sunday,  February 24  
Time:  Lunch 11 am-12 pm, Pool party 12:30-2:30 pm 
Where:  Lunch @ EFC, Pool Party @ Glenville YMCA 
Cost:  $5 per person/ $15 per family 
Other:  Families will need to sign a waiver on the day of the 
event   Questions? ask Cassidy Lent or Charlie Reyes 
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Christian Education and Activities  

Adult Sunday Classes  
 
Theme: “Why Religion: Finding Faith in Turbulent Times” 
 

February 3: One Ecumenical’ s Perspective, led by Rev. Peter JB Carman 
 

February 10: One Sikh’s Perspective, led by Paul Uppal, a lay person representing the Sikh community  
 

February 17:  A discussion of Elaine Pagel’s book Why Religion?,  One Agnostic’s Perspective, led by Sandy 
George Detwyler, member of Emmanuel Friedens Church 
 

February 24: One Christian’s Perspective, led by Rev. Jerrod Hugenot, Associate Executive Minister, Ameri-
can Baptist NYS 
 

March 3: One African-American’s Perspective, led by Alan Butler   
                                                                                                                                                             (continued on page 5) 

The Weeks Ahead in Worship 
Peter JB Carman is preaching. 

 
Sunday, February 10:  Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany   
Readings: Luke 5:1-11, Isaiah 6:1-8; Sermon: Faith and Justice.  
 

Sunday, February 17: Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 
Reading: Luke 6:17-26; Sermon: Christ is Calling 
 

Sunday, February 24: Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany 
Readings: Genesis 45:3-11, 15, Luke 6:27-38;  Sermon: Do Unto Others 
 

Sunday, March 3: Transfiguration/Communion Sunday 
Readings: Exodus 34:29-35, Luke 9:28-36; Meditation: The Face of God  
 

Sunday, March 10:  First Sunday in Lent 
Reading: Luke 4:1-13; Sermon: 40  
 

Sunday, March 17: Second Sunday in Lent 
Readings: Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18, Luke 13:31-35; Sermon: A Flaming Torch  
 

Sunday, March 24: Second Sunday in Lent 
Readings: Isaiah 55:1-9, Luke 13:1-9; Sermon: Resilience  
  

During Lent, services will be held every Wednesday at 7 pm  
starting on March 6 (Ash Wednesday). 

More details regarding Lenten services to come! 

 



 
 

 

March 10:  Jim FitzGerald’s second class on conflict resolution: Title: Using conflict to deepen relationships and 
understanding. Description:  Participants will explore a set of strategies that can be used immediately to help 
transform relationships in meaningful and positive ways. [The first class was as follows: January 13th, Title: 
Conflict Styles, Description: Using an interactive game, participants will be introduced to five approaches to 
conflict, identify their own approach, and explore their pros and cons of each style.] 

 
 
Youth Group—Sleepover 
A joint youth sleepover with youth members of First United Methodist Church (FUMC) will 
be held on Saturday, February 16 at FUMC.  For more information, please contact Nancy 
Spencer. 
 
UCC-New York Conference State Youth Event, (Grades 9-12), March 8-10 at Watson 

Homestead in Painted Post, NY: Theme: God of All things,  Registration on-line or by mail by March 1. Check 
out website: uccny.org/ministries/youth-ministries/ for more information 

 

News From …..  (continued on page 7) 
          January 23, 2019 
Dear Friends at Emmanuel Friedens, 
 

This is Pat Bumbarger coming to you from Fall River, MA. I just moved again for the last time, I hope. My new ad-
dress is enclosed.   (400 Columbia Street, # 328, Fall River, MA   02721) 
 

I will be 92 in early February and am still doing quite well. I can still walk with a walker and have no pains. My infirmi-
ties are diminished hearing and loss of sight in my left eye. The facility in which I am living is very nice, the food is 
delicious, and my apartment is warm and cozy. 
 

I want to thank you for the Christmas cards and notes, and also say thanks to the Women's Circle for their nice card. 
 

I go back a long way to when I moved into Schenectady. I was at the Union St. Christian Church back then. When it 
closed, Mae Bates and I had to find a new house of worship and found the Baptist church on Nott Street. You know 
the rest. I appreciate so much about the church: our wonderful organ and great organist, Maria, who manages the 
office so ably, and certainly our wonderful "cleaner uppers". Last, but certainly far from the least, is my wonderful min-
ister. Peter was wonderful to me when I needed him, and his Sunday sermons were what I needed. I hope his sabbati-
cal is what he needed. 
 

My daughter Margaret receives the church Envoy and shares it with me. I am always saddened by the deaths of our 
long time members who contributed to the life of the church in so many ways. 
 

I no longer drive so I've not found a regular church home. Soon, maybe. In the meantime I think of you often and miss 
you very much. 
 

Blessings for this year and beyond. I send my love. 

P.S. My daughter typed this for me because my handwriting is a little shaky.                   Pat 
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Pastoral Letter: That They May All Be One  
Written by The Rev. Dr. John C. Dorhouer  
General Minister and President      
United Church of Christ 
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Denominational News 

UNITED CHURCH OF 
CHRIST 

Dear Partners in Christ: 
 

The vision of a body united - in purpose, in mission, in vision - is one that in-
spired the birth of our denomination. All of our spiritual impulses reverberate in an 
effort to call us into a more perfect union. Throughout our shared history as a people 
of faith and as a part of the Body of Christ, we have challenged ourselves to widen the 
circle of inclusion. Widening the circle has always come with growth pains as we shed 
old skins and welcome those whom we had previously thought unwelcome. And, with 
each new articulation of a more fully expressed Body of Christ we have realized new 
joy. Through it all we remain focused on the call to be one and committed to meeting 
the challenges inherent in that call.  

 

We are now living in and through a season when the threats to unity are legion. 
Talk of walls that mark refugees as threats, labels like 'terrorist' that attach too easily 
to Muslims, overt racial bias that normalizes fear and hatred, a pandemic of abuse to 
women with the trigger reflex to forgive the men who author that abuse have turned 
America into a land many of us no longer recognize and that too many of us are finding 
harder and harder to reconcile with our faith.  

 

Now more than ever, the Holy Spirit of the Living God and the Risen Christ is 
seeking to partner with anyone committed to unifying the human community. The 
gospel mandate to love our neighbor as we love ourselves resonates deep within us. It 
calls for the better angels among and within us to always resist impulses to hate, to con-
demn, to vilify, or to castigate. In such a time as this, the United Church of Christ's 
call to fulfill the prayer of Jesus, that they may all be one, stands as an urgent mandate to 
disciples who envision a just world for all.  

United with you in God's service,  

 

 

The Rev. Dr. John C. Dorhauer 
General Minister and President  



 
 

Community News 
  
 

For more community and   
   denominational news -  

Always check out the church bulletin 
board for information.   

 

News From ….. 
 

 

Always A Need 
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 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  

Celebration Service 
Rescheduled for  

  Thursday, February 28, 2019 

    
     Remember! Celebrate! Act!  

Humanity Tied in a Single  
Garment of Destiny 

 

This year’s celebration, sponsored by the Schenectady County 
Human Rights-Martin Luther King, Jr. Coalition, will be held on 
Thursday, February 28 at 6:00 pm at SUNY Schenectady County 
Community College Carl B. Taylor Auditorium. (Rescheduled 
from January 20 due to inclement weather.) Keynote speaker: 
Latrice Walker, ESQ; NYS State Assembly member. 
 

Everyone is invited to attend and to participate in this celebra-
tion. For more information, please contact the Human Rights 
Commission at 518 377-2982. 
 
 

SiCM Upcoming Events 
 

 Fill the Van Food Drive. Valentine's Day, February 14,  
       11 am-6 pm: A SiCM Partnership with the Niskayuna Co-Op.    
       Please drop off canned or boxed food items in the van that  
       will be located in the Co-Op parking lot (on Nott Street,  
       Niskayuna) FACT: SiCM Emergency Food Pantry served the   
       equivalent of 678,228 meals in 2018. 
 

 SAVE THE DATE: Empty Bowls Project, Sunday, March 3 
from 2 –5 pm (2– 4 pm food tasting), Where: Double Tree 
Hotel by Hilton, 100 Nott Terrace (1 block from EFC); Cost: 
$30/person.  Event features a variety of soups and breads 
to taste and vote upon, and  pick-a-prize activities.  For         
reservations: call SICM, mail-in the form (on the church’s 
bulletin board) or register online (www. sicmev-
ents.eventbrite.com) by 2/22.  All proceeds to benefit SiCM 
programs. 

 

Empty Bowls is still seeking cooks/chefs to share their favorite 
soup/stew to be tasted by attendees at the event! Culinary 
skills are not required and home cooks/chefs are welcome. All 
soups/stews are to come cooked and ready to serve from a 
crock pot. If you would like to provide soup/stew, please  
contact Laurie Bacheldor at 518 374-2683.  

Schenectady Community Ministries (SiCM) 
Emergency Food Pantry has experienced an 
increase need in its food program. Begin-
ning this new year, please consider a  regu-
lar donation of money or food to the Pan-
try. Please send your check directly to SiCM 
or through our church (checks made paya-
ble to Emmanuel Friedens Church with a 
note in the memo section. SICM Food Pan-
try.”) If you would like to donate food 
items, please drop them off in the food  
barrel at the top of the lobby stairs. 

Church Council:  
 

Seeking Interested Volunteers to sit on the 
Committee that will discuss revisions to the 
Articles of Federation.  We committed to 
equal representation from both Friedens 
UCC and Emmanuel Baptist, which we have 
with David Chancey, Greg Lindenfelser,  
Laurie Bacheldor and Angela Keller. Please 
reach out to Chuck Lent, Moderator, if you 
wish to join. All members and non-
members are welcome to participate! 

As a Welcoming and  
Affirming/  

Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 

welcomes and affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, martial 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into   membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

STAY CONNECTED 
 
 
 
 
 

www.facebook.com/ 
emmanuelfriedenschurch 

 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, New York  12307 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, NY  12307 
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A Vision for Our Journey 
 

Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching, 
Committed to  
    Growing hearts and minds; 
     Learning openness, courage and love; 
      Serving with our neighbors; 
       Pursuing God’s justice and peace; 

Happy  

Valentine’s Day 

Everyone 

2/14 

 March 2019 
 At A Glance 

 

Every Wednesday @ 7 pm 
Lenten Services 

 

Ash Wednesday, March 6 
Both service and location TBD 

 
 

Sunday, March 10 
Daylight Saving Time begins 

 

Tuesday, March 12 
SiCM’s CROP Walk 
Recruiters Meeting 

(snow date) 
 

Saturday, March 30 
Community Brunch 

10:30 –11:30 am 
______________________ 

 

The March issue of the Envoy will be 
available the week of March 3, 2019 The 
deadline to submit articles, committee 
news, announcements, etc. is Wednes-
day, February 27, 2019.   


