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Dear Emmanuel Friedens Friends, 
 
Happy New Year!  
 

You may have celebrated the passing of the old and the beginning of the new in 
any one of a number of ways. Perhaps you spent a quiet evening at home, 
attended a Watch Night celebration in a church, took a dip in icy cold waters or 
went to a friend’s home for a party. However you observed the occasion, each of 
us knows the need to mark a fresh beginning and a fresh rededication to the 
dreams and goals we hold most dear.  
 

At Emmanuel Friedens, January is the month of the year when we get organized 
for the year ahead. At our annual meeting on the last Sunday of the month we 
will approve our operating budget, elect this year’s church officers and focus on 
our priorities as a congregation for the year ahead. In preparation for those deci-
sions you will find a brief pledge reminder in this Envoy, and you may receive one 
by mail. Your support, your presence, and your commitment are needed for our 
life together. 
 

In January we also receive an offering for both UCC and American Baptist retired 
ministers and missionaries. You’ll find more information on that effort here as 
well.  
 

I begin the new year with a lot of hope, and many concerns. And like each of you 

I need renewal at the beginning of the new year! For example, as a representa-

tive of Christ’s body, I need to renew the energy and commitment be a public 

voice on issues that directly spring from our faith.  As an individual person of 

faith, my prayer life needs renewal! And that’s just the start. 

For many of us, starting fresh efforts when the days are shortest and the nights 

coldest may seem overwhelming. Who decided to put New Year’s Day in such a 

season, anyway? Some Roman emperor, maybe, a very long time ago. Every cyni-

cal bone in our bodies suggests sliding sideways into the new year! 

(Continued on pg. 2) 
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I suggest that we instead take a cue from our friends in many historic Black churches, who each year 
through Watch Night continue the tradition given fresh meaning on December 31 and January 1 of 
1862-3, as the faithful prayed and kept watch through the long night, in anticipation of the Emancipa-
tion Proclamation, due to take effect on the first day of the new year.  
 

As we begin 2019, it takes as much faith as ever to focus on human emancipation and insist on its ne-
cessity. And yet I am reminded of the words over the entrance to the Pete and Toshi Seeger Riverside 
Park, on the banks of the Hudson in Beacon NY, a former burning dump, now home to a small play-
ground, green space, a peace pole and windswept young trees. When Lynn and I visited there not long 
ago, we found etched in the weathered wooden sign these words: “The world would never amount to 
a hill of beans if people didn’t use their imagination to think of the impossible.” 
 

In that spirit, and in the love and justice of Christ, 
Peter 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 

The Weeks Ahead in Worship 
 

Sunday, January 6: Epiphany Sunday, Communion Sunday 
Readings: Isaiah 60:1-6 , Matthew 2: 1-12 
Meditation: Walk by Starlight 
Peter JB Carman is leading worship and preaching. 
 

Sunday, January 13:  Baptism of Jesus 
Reading: Acts 8: 14-17 
Sermon: Immersed in the Spirit 
Peter JB Carman is leading worship and preaching. 
 

Sunday, January 20: Second Sunday after the Epiphany 
Readings: Psalm 36: 5-10, 1 Corinthians 12: 1-11 
Sermon: Many Gifts, One Body 
Peter JB Carman is leading worship and preaching. 
 

Sunday, January 27:  Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
Reading: Luke 4: 14-21 
Sermon: Good News of Liberation 
Peter JB Carman is leading worship and preaching. 
 

Sunday, February 3: Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 
Communion Sunday 
Readings: 1 Corinthians 13: 1-13, Jeremiah: 1: 4-10 
Meditation: A Question of Calling 
Peter JB Carman is leading worship and preaching. 

Annual Business Meeting 
 

Sunday, January 27, 2019 
Following Worship  

 

Please make sure that you attend this 
meeting as we vote on the  

2019 church budget, elect officers and 
committee members, and discuss other 

important issues of the church.   
Thank you. 

A lunch will be served  
after the invocation. 

 
In preparation of the Annual Report for 
2018, I need committee chairpersons 

and church officers to please submit your 
report to the office by Friday, January 18 

via  e-mail  or on a USB flash drive  
Thank you.  

 
 

(Continued from Page 1) 



Stewardship  

Issue 365 The ENVOY  Page 3 

 

News from the  Committees 
 

 Trustees: 
Even the Trustees have to have fun once in a while!  At 
our January meeting, we will have a “bring whatever 
you have left over” party before our regular meeting 
where we say thank you to Tony Rozek who has served 
us well over the past two terms.  Thank you Tony! 
 

We now have full coverage during the second hour 
downstairs.  Davis Lent will do first Sundays, Faye 
Saville, second Sundays and Jen and Evan, third Sun-
days. Thank you all for bringing us into compliance 
with our Safe Church Policy. 
 

We are looking into moving all of our historical records 
(both Emmanuel's and Friedens'), along with the physi-
cal plant information and the Trustees records into one 
secure space. It will be a big task and if any one would 
like to be in on the planning or moving please let Cassi-
dy Lent know. 
 

Happy New Year to you all - and you will hear more 
from us at the Annual Meeting.     
                                                Mary Lou Chotkowski, Chair 

Church Council: 
 

At the Church Council's December 17 
meeting, they voted unanimously in favor of 
a Trustee recommended motion which says: 
"...that all meetings called by either denomi-
nation in the future, will  be open to all 
members of Emmanuel Friedens Church with 
the understanding that there may be some 
motions made that can only be voted on by 
members of each congregation."   
                                 Angela Keller, Moderator 

What's a pledge? 
 

What's a pledge? Each year, members and friends are invited to make an initial commitment to weekly, 
monthly or annual support of the congregation's work. This is a very personal decision, not a requirement 
of church membership or participation.  
 

A pledge or estimate of giving is a good personal tool for growing in our habits of generosity. And it is very 
helpful to the congregation, when it comes to making decisions about what we together can support in 
the year ahead, both in our congregation's ministry and in the extended work we do through our partners, 
including both American Baptists and the United Church of Christ-- as well as local partners like Schenec-
tady Community Ministries (SiCM) and others.  
 

To date, there have been 31 pledges for 2019 totaling $90,718.  
 

If you would like to support your church in this way, you are warmly invited to send in the pledge card you 
may have received, or contact the church office to receive one.   
 

Thanks for all the ways you support the ministry and activities of Emmanuel Friedens Church. 
 

Peter JB Carman 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Our Christmas Celebration Luncheon- Sunday, December 16 
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Christian Education and Activities  

Adult Sunday Classes  
 

January 6:  An Invitation to all Friedens United Church of Christ members and any other         
interested individuals in the congregation, please join us to learn about the Articles of Federation and  
to discuss the requirements of the Constitution of the United Church of Christ. We need everyone' 
input.   
 

January 13: Title: Conflict Styles led by Jim FitzGerald 
Description—Using an interactive game, participants will be introduced to five approaches to conflict, 
identify their own approach, and explore their pros and cons of each style. 
 

January 20:  Title: Using Conflict to Deepen Relationships and Understanding, led by Jim FitzGerald 
Description—Participants will explore a set of strategies that can be used immediately to help trans-
form relationships in meaningful and positive ways. 
 

January 27: Annual Business Meeting, no Sunday School class 

 Be on the lookout for  
information on the  
annual pool party! 

(sponsored by  
Christian Education) 

Church Happenings 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

SiCM Emergency Food Pantry Needs 
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Church Happenings 

Saturday, January 12 UN-DECORATE Day- Come and help us 

take down the decorations in the church. It will not take long. 
 Start time is 9:30 am.      

Let’s Paint and Sip for EFC’s Brunch Program & Clothing Room  
(Proceeds to benefit  both) 

 

When: Friday, February 8, 2019 
Time: 6:30-8:30 pm 
Cost: $30.00 (includes “mocktails,” coffee, tea, cheese and crackers and baked goods) 
 

Tickets can be purchased at the church office by February 1 or can be purchased on-line through            
THE ART BOX.  A link will be provided on the  church’s Facebook page.  Any questions, please call 

Robyn Axon at 518-280-5510 or e-mail yrallihnybor@netzero.net  
 

Join us for an evening of relaxation and fun with our Paint & Sip Fundraiser  
hosted by THE ART BOX. All art supplies are provided including smocks.  

Below is the design that you will be painting. The host will teach you step-by step. 

Schenectady Community Ministries (SiCM) Emergency Food Pantry has experienced an 
increase need in its food program. Beginning this new year, please consider a  regular 
donation of money or food to the Pantry. Please send your check directly to SiCM or 
through our church (checks made payable to Emmanuel Friedens Church with a note in 
the memo section. SICM Food Pantry.”) If you would like to donate food items, please 
drop them off in the food barrel at the top of the lobby stairs. 

 

This year, Emmanuel Friedens will be participating in  “Souper” Bowl of Caring event on Sunday,       
February 3.  All proceeds will benefit SiCM’s Emergency Food Pantry. Look for the collection canisters  in 
the Sanctuary over the next weeks leading up to February 3.  And “Let’s Tackle Hunger”! 

 

 
 

From Sandra George Detwyler:  A  beautiful memorial service celebrating the life of my husband John Detwyler 
was held at EFC on Dec. 8.  Thank you to  those who  planned and participated in the services, those who pro-
vided food donations and organized the reception, those who helped with the hall displays.  I thank everyone at 
EFC for your prayers, cards, telephone calls, emails and support.   
 
From David Raycroft: Just two small words to express so much gratitude-Thank you. Dear Middle Class of         
Emmanuel Friedens Church,  What an awesome card-just amazing. Thank you so much for remembering me in 
this way.   
 
From Kathleen Vanlderstyne & Amy David (The Christmas Bureau): Here we come to the end of another year 
for the 2018 Christmas Bureau. This year we had 300 seniors. We are lucking to have friends like you who con-
tinuously help us with 10 gifts for this program. Hope all is good for all of you in 2019. Thank you for all your 
support. 

 
 
From the Staff of Emmanuel Friedens   
 

Dear friends,  
 

Thank you for the generous Christmas gift I received from the congregation, as did each of your other staff 
members. I am grateful both for the gift and the ongoing relationship I have with each of you as your pastor. 
You are a caring congregation, and you express it in many ways, from this gift to sincere gestures throughout 
the year that express your personal support and love. That caring is something I never take for granted, and I 
am deeply grateful. 
 

In Christ’s Peace 
Peter 

 
From Michael Harrison: Many thanks to the congregation for your generous Christmas gift. I haven't decided 
yet whether to use it for travel, furniture or concert/theater tickets, but it will certainly be put to good use and 
is very much appreciated. Best wishes to all for a happy and productive new year!  

 
From Maria Puccio: I would like to thank the congregation for your most generous Christmas gift.  I’m planning 
a trip this summer, don’t know where yet, but the gift will be used for that. So it is very much appreciated!  I do 
wish everyone a happy and healthy New Year!    
 
From Dave Snyder: Thank you for your Christmas gift. As always, it was very much appreciated!    

 
 

To the congregation, we would like to thank everyone for your efforts in making this past  
Advent and Christmas season so special! 
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Notes of Thanks 
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Community News 
  
 
 

For more community and   
   denominational news -  

Always check out the church bulletin 
board for information.   
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 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  
Celebration Service 

  Sunday, January 20, 2019 
    
 

      

 
 
 
 

This year’s celebration, sponsored by the Schenectady County 
Human Rights-Martin Luther King, Jr. Coalition, will be held 
on Sunday, January 20 at 2:30 pm at SUNY Schenectady 
County Community College Carl B. Taylor Auditorium. The 
keynote speaker will be Latrice Walker, member of the NY 
Assembly and Chair, Black and Puerto Rican Caucus.  
 

Everyone is invited to attend and to participate in this cele-
bration. For more information including singing in the King 
Choir, please contact the Human Rights Commission at 518 
377-2982. 
 
 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  
Community Shabbat Service and Dinner 

Proceeds go to Schenectady Community Ministries (SiCM) 
 

 

When:  Friday, January 25, 2019 
Where:  Congregation Gates of Heaven 
                852 Ashmore Avenue, Schdy 
Time:  5 pm Shabbat Service 
 6 pm Soup Dinner (hearty soup, bread, and dessert) 
 7 pm Community Conversation 
Guest Speaker:  Dr. David Harris 
  President of Union College 
RSVP: by January 18 to 
 Kathy at klaws@cgoh.org or call  
 518 374-8173 
Suggested Donation: A price of a dinner when eating out.   
 

All are welcome to attend this event. Attendees are also 
asked to bring a school supply donation which will be          
distributed to area schools in need. This event is sponsored 
by Schenectady Clergy Against Hate. 

 February 2019 
 At A Glance 

 

Every Wednesday @ 7 pm 
Bible Study-Shaping Sunday’s Sermon 

 

Sunday, February 3 
“Souper” Bowl of Caring 

Collection/Activities 
 

Tuesday, February 5 
SiCM Assembly hosted by EFC 

Starting @ 6:30 pm 
 

Friday, February 8 
Paint & Sip Fundraiser for the 
Community Brunch @ 5-8 pm 

 

Monday, February 18 
Church office is closed- 
President’s Day Holiday 

 

Saturday, February 23 
Community Brunch 

10:30 –11:30 am 
______________________ 

 

The February  issue of the Envoy will be 
available the week of February 3, 2019 
The deadline to submit articles, com-
mittee news, announcements, etc. is 
Wednesday, January 29, 2019.   

Theme:  
Remember! Celebrate! Act! 
Humanity Tied  in a  Single     

     Garment of Destiny” 

As a Welcoming and  
Affirming/  

Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 

welcomes and affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, martial 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into   membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

STAY CONNECTED 
 
 
 
 
 

www.facebook.com/ 
emmanuelfriedenschurch 

 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, New York  12307 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, NY  12307 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE  ENVOY—Janaury 2019  Page 8 

A Vision for Our Journey 
 

Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching, 
Committed to  
    Growing hearts and minds; 
     Learning openness, courage and love; 
      Serving with our neighbors; 
       Pursuing God’s justice and peace; 

Special Offering 
To Support Retired Ministers and Others in the  

American Baptist and United Church of Christ Churches 
 

Throughout the month of January, Emmanuel Friedens Church will receive a spe-
cial offering to support retired missionaries and ministers. As a congregation that 
is part of two denominational families, we invite members and friends to contrib-
ute either to the Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and Emergency 
Fund (United Church of Christ) or to the Retired Ministers and Missionaries 
Offering (American Baptist). 
 

Our retired missionaries and ministers deserve ongoing support in retirement. 
Both our church families provide these channels to express our gratitude for the 
lifetimes of service so many pastors, relief and development workers, and educa-
tors have offered. They also provide emergency funds that are shared with re-
tired church workers and their families in times of challenge or crisis. 
 

Retired ministers, missionaries and their spouses frequently have limited re-
sources once they come to retirement age, because of the decisions they have 
made to give their professional skills in service to God and to their neighbors. 
Please consider giving generously through one of these two avenues, to say 
thank you and express our continued support for those who have dedicated their 
lives to service of God and their neighbors.  
 

Appropriate envelopes are provided in your newsletter, or may be picked up in 

church any Sunday morning. Thanks for giving generously! 

mailto:klaws@cgoh.org

