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Dear EFC Family:  
 

Momentum comes up in the world of sports on a regular basis. A team is being 
beaten badly and then suddenly something changes. The team that has been 
playing so badly suddenly finds new life and roars back to take a thrilling       
victory. Commentators call this "a shift in momentum" or "Mother Mo!" Some     
experts believe that the whole idea of momentum is wrong, but either way in 
the sports world there's no sign that the ongoing saga of momentum will end.  
 

If you attempt to prove that momentum is not a real "thing," you can expect a 
lot of disagreement. Show people all the data you want, and it won't compare 
with that tingling sensation in their gut, that adrenaline rush as a team marches 
down the field for a winning TD, that absolute certainty that destiny is on their 
side. To paraphrase Justice Potter Stewart, you know momentum when you 
feel it. 
 

Momentum is notoriously difficult to define. Aristotle had a concept called 
"telos" - - a "supreme end to man's endeavor" -- and perhaps momentum is a 
sensation of alignment between that drive and one's current actions, telling us 
we're on the right path. Mississippi State football coach Mike Leach says it a 
feeling of electricity in the air and the players are all on the same page. I'm still 
trying to imagine how I used Aristotle and Leach in the same paragraph, but I 
think they are both right. Momentum is real.  
 

Momentum means "the impetus and driving force gained by the development 
of a process or course of events.” Here's a bit of good news. Momentum shifts 
do not require a lot. The slightest move in a positive direction can cause an   
entire organization to suddenly move forward and experience new vitality, life, 
and power. I like the concept of momentum. Sports, business, church - we can 
all benefit from momentum. In fact, I think that we should always be ready to 
build on any positive event in the life of EFC. Christmas Eve worship was a    
momentum shift for me. I was thrilled at the power of our worship and  
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impressed with the number of people present. I believe that we have the opportunity to build on 
the momentum that we experienced on Christmas Eve.  
 

That's my message for 2022. Emmanuel Friedens has momentum. Now, let's build on it and see 
what happens. Let's see if momentum can carry us to new heights, new experiences, new confi-
dence, and new enthusiasm. I am ready to be immersed in momentum.  
 

Rodney Kennedy, Interim Pastor 

 

Thank You  

From the EFC Staff 

 From Rodney… The generosity of the congregation at Christmas was so wonderful. The staff ex-
presses our gratitude for the Christmas gifts. Thank you so much!  
 

From Maria… Thank you members/friends of Emmanuel Friedens Church for the most generous 
staff gift.  
 

From Dave ... Thank you for my gift. As always, it is very much appreciated. I am lucky to work for 
a great bunch of people. 

______________________________________ 

From Catholic Charities Care Coordination Services...Thank you for you most generous donation 
for us to use for our Schenectady families and your continued support of our agency and our 
Adopt a Family Program. We wish you many blessings in the year ahead.   

Annual Business Meeting 
Sunday, January 23, 2022 

following worship in the sanctuary; 
we urge you to attend this meeting 
(in-person or via Zoom) as we vote 

for the 2022 church budget, and 
elect officers and committee  

members. 

Reports* which should be included into the Annual 
Meeting booklet are to be sent to the church office by 
Tuesday, January 18, 2022.  Thank you. 
 

*Pastor, Moderator-Federated Church Council, Search 
Committee, Outreach/Mission (Community Brunch), 
Church Clerk, Trustees, Financial Secretary, Summary 
of Managed Funds, Financial Report for Friedens, 
Stewardship, Worship, Nominating Committee with 
ballot, and any other reports that should be included.  
 

If you do not plan on submitting a report, please       
notify the office.  
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Sunday Worship  
(Live in –person, Zoom link or online) 
 

Rev. Dr. Rodney Kennedy  will lead worship and preach. 
 

January 9:  First Sunday after Epiphany/Baptism of the Lord 
Readings: Isaiah 43:1-7, I Peter 2:9 – 11, Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
Sermon: “Baptism is Coronation” 
 

January 16:  Second Sunday after Epiphany   
Readings:  1 Corinthians 12:1-11, John 2:1-11 
Sermon: “Of Course It Was Wine!” 
 

January 23:  Third Sunday after Epiphany   
Reading:  Luke 4: 14-21 
Sermon: “The Politics of Jesus” 
 

January 30:  Fourth Sunday after Epiphany   
Readings:  Jeremiah 1:4-10, 1 Corinthians 13:1-13, Luke 4:21-30 
Sermon: “Who Is Your Elijah or Elisha?” or “When the Preacher Makes You Angry”  
 
 

Sermons 
 

Dr. Kennedy’s sermon from the past Sunday is sent out via mail and  e-mail during the week, as 
well as being posted on the church’s website under “Worship-Sermons”.  

 
 

Greetings From...  
 

Merry Belated Christmas, Hello all at Emmanuel Friedens! Kat and I last attended service in 2019 
before being sent home for COVID to finish our senior year at Union. We both found jobs and 
now live together in Massachusetts. We both have had ups and downs over the past year but  are 
thankful for all we have. We hold our time at Emmanuel Friedens close as we look for a new 
church community….. Much love, Owen Corey and Kat 

 

Sunday Worship  remains available via Facebook Live on the Church’s Facebook Page (https://
www.facebook.com/Emmanuel-Friedens-Church-122934277889274/)  and by Zoom, with a 
Zoom link and passcode being sent to the congregation each week (via the Sunday bulletin). 
 

And for video recordings of all worship services, a link is available on the church’s website, 
www.emmanuelfriedens.org—Home page.   
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Adult Sunday Class  

Title: “When What We Read in the Bible Doesn’t Make Sense” or “The Art of Reading Scripture”  
 

Discussion Leader: Rev. Dr. Rodney  Kennedy 
 

When: Sunday morning at 11:15 am  starting February 6 through April 10 (1 session only on    
Sundays). 
 

Bring your questions, doubts, concerns, and confusions and we will unpack them together as we 
attempt faithful readings of biblical texts. At least one part of the class aims to help you know 
how to have conversations with any of your friends who are biblical literalists or insist they are 
right, and you are wrong. Dr. Kennedy says, “I promise to help you deal with your friends who 
think you are wrong.”  
 

Participants will need a Bible. The textbook used for the class is The Art of Reading Scripture,  
editors Ellen F. Davis and Richard B. Hays. The book is not required for the class, but is an option 
for those persons wishing to read in more detail. The book is a collection of essays and there are 
two in particular that are important to the class.  
 

Ellen F. Davis, “Teaching the Bible Confessionally in the Church”  
Ellen F. Davis, “Critical Traditioning”  
 

The primary theses of the class are:  
 

 Scripture truthfully tells the story of God’s action of creating, judging, and saving the world.  
 

 Scripture is the Church’s book.  
 

 Faithful reading of Scripture requires engagement with the entire narrative – Old Testament 
and New Testament.  

 

 There is no such thing as the original meaning of a text. Biblical texts have multiple meanings 
across the centuries.  

 

 The four gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John tell the truth about Jesus.  
 

 Faithful reading of the Scripture invites participation in the church. 
 

 The persons who have read and studied the Bible before us provide guidance in how to read 
the Bible.  

 

 Christians need to read the Bible in dialogue with Jews, Muslims, and diverse others.  
 

 Scripture calls us to fresh readings of the text in light of the Holy Spirit’s ongoing work in the 
world.  

https://www.facebook.com/Emmanuel-Friedens-Church-122934277889274/
https://www.facebook.com/Emmanuel-Friedens-Church-122934277889274/


Committee News 
 
 

Outreach and Mission (Updates from Nancy Spencer) 
 

Christmas Sale and Reception 
 

Out of an abundance of generosity a new event was     
executed. We hosted a Christmas reception and sale on 
Sunday, November 28. Many from the community came 
in from the cold for a treat and hot beverage while others 
shopped. The event netted $500 and put smiles in a lot of 
faces. Rodney got a new, office Christmas tree to help get 
into the spirit. It was a good kick off to the season. 
 

 
 

Community Brunch Happenings 
 

The December brunch was held one week early on December 18. In addition to hot food, we provided 
each guest with a bag which contained food items for a hot or cold Christmas breakfast. Deb Lent 
used her skills to get a very generous donation from Stewart's of eggs and milk—thank you Debi. 
Other donations from our members which included cereal, sugar, coffee, tea, pancake mix, syrup, 
cookies and  bacon. This program was really well received by all of our guests.  
 

The clothing rooms remain very busy during the brunch.  
 

Thank you to all who donated and for all of our volunteers that help keep this a busy and vibrant 
church.  
 

Search Committee (Rich Soellner, Chair) 
 

The Search Committee is currently updating the profile of our church. The profile is provided to       
interested candidates to share information about the church so they may assess whether our church 
is a good fit for them prior to reviewing resumes. To gather the required information, we have a 
questionnaire that needs to be completed by the members of the congregation. The questionnaire 
also includes questions regarding qualities desired and alternate models of pastoral care that are 
available. We encourage you to complete and return the questionnaire so we can provide complete 
and accurate information to the candidates. Three methods of completing the questionnaire are    
being planned: through the mail, an on-line survey, and an in-person conference at church. You can 
decide which method you would prefer to complete your questionnaire. It is our desire to start             
collecting this information in February to mid-March and are providing this to alert you to check your 
mail and e-mail. If you prefer to attend the in-person meeting the date and time for that will be     
established by the end of January. You may still attend the in-person meeting to take part in the        
discussion if you have already completed the questionnaire on-line or by mail.  
                                                                                                                                                                      (continued on page 8) 
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Special Offering 
 

January Offering to Support Retired Ministers and Missionaries 

Throughout the month of January, Emmanuel Friedens Church participates in a special offering to 
support retired missionaries and ministers. As a congregation that is part of two denominational 
families, we invite members and friends to contribute either to the Christmas Fund for the Veterans 
of the Cross and Emergency Fund (United Church of Christ) or to the Retired Ministers and              
Missionaries Offering (American Baptist). 
 

Our retired missionaries and ministers, and lay church employees deserve ongoing support in retire-
ment. The Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering (Transformed by Generosity) and the      
Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross (“Great joy...All the people!”)  both offer channels to 
express our gratitude for the lifetimes of service so many pastors, relief and development workers, 
and educators have offered. They also provide emergency funds that are shared with retired church 
workers and their families in times of challenge or crisis.  
 

Ways of Donating:  
 Through envelopes which are provided in your newsletter, picked up in church, or sent to you 

from the church office when requested. 

 Through  on-line donation on the church’s website (http://emmanuelfriedens.org/GiveOnline/) 
 Through the ABC and UCC websites (see below)       
 

www.abc-usa.org/rmmo (ABC) and www.pbucc.org/index.php/christmas-fund-home (UCC) 
Thanks for giving generously!  
 

Community News 
 

Schenectady Communities Ministries (SiCM): Reverend Phil’s Food Pantry:  
 

 More volunteers are needed at the Food Pantry. Did you know that it is the largest food pantry in 
Schenectady County, which operates Monday through Friday, 8:30 -11:30 am?  The need for    
volunteers is greatest on Thursdays, And they also need volunteers to assist inside the           
Community Hub.  If you can volunteer, contact Camila Grande at camilag@sicm.us.  Pass on the 
information if you know of someone who could volunteer their time.  

 

 Super Bowl LVI (56) is near (February 13) and  SICM  is once again looking for support for their 
“Souper” Bowl Fund Drive!  If you wish to donate, go directly to SiCM’s website or you can make 
an on-line donation on the church’s website (http://emmanuelfriedens.org/Give_Online/),        

selecting “Souper” Bowl Fund Drive.  We will also have “Souper” Bowl canisters at the back of 
the sanctuary to collect your donations throughout the weeks leading up to the big game.  This 
past December, the food pantry served over 1000+ families with over 47,000 meals! Join in their  
efforts for “Souper” Bowl LVI to ensure families have reliable access to high quality, nutritious 
food!   
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Community News 
 

Siena College Lecture: The 35th Annual Martin Luther King, Jr. and Coretta Scott King  Lecture   

Series on Race and Nonviolent Social Changes of Siena College will present a lecture on Thursday, 
January 27 at 7 pm. The speaker will be Martin Luther King III, who is the eldest son of the late Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. and Coretta Scott King. He is a prominent human rights advocate for peace-
making and social justice.  The lecture will be held on the campus in the Marcelle Athletic Complex. 
Registration is required along with proof of vaccination. To register, visit www.siena.edu/mlk.  

 
 

Photos That Make Your Smile 
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Santa (Daddy) and his kids 

Sunday, December 26 worship with guest minister,  
Rev. Jerrod Hugenot, Associate Executive Minister,  

NYS-ABC 

Joy Hall enjoys a visit  
from  the Andersons. 

A thumbs –up from Vern Scoville! 

As a Welcoming and  
Affirming/  

Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 
welcomes and 

affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, martial 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into   membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

STAY CONNECTED 
 
 
 
 
 

www.facebook.com/ 
emmanuelfriedenschurch 

 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, New York  12307 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, NY  12307 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Committee News (continued from page 5) 
 
 

Nominating Committee 
 

The Nominating Committee is in search of volunteers to do the good works of our 
beloved church in the following areas. We humbly thank those good stewards 
who have already faithfully held these positions and those who gratefully agree 
to take them on or continue to hold them.  
Committee Members: Jeanne Andersons, Mary Lou Chotkowski, Patty Soellner 
and Jocelyn McKinney 
 
Volunteers are needed for the following positions: Treasurer, Treasurer Elect 
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A Vision for Our Journey 
 

Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching, 
Committed to  
    Growing hearts and minds; 
     Learning openness, courage and love; 
      Serving with our neighbors; 
       Pursuing God’s justice and peace; 
        Inviting others to share the journey! 


