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One of nice things about seminary was that you had the chance to go to church 
every single day. Oh, wait—let me amend that—one of the crazy things about 
seminary was that you had the chance to go to church every single day. 
 

You know, when I first started out, I thought I’d like that. I thought I’d be like 
Audrey Hepburn playing Sister Luke in “The Nun’s Story”—sitting there in the 
church pews looking beatific day after day after day, raising my voice in sanctified 
song, groovin’ on the word of God. 
 

Yeah, well, it wasn’t like that. I had a toddler. I had a hungry husband. I carried an 
overload of course work since I was trying to finish up in three years instead of 
four. Church was something I thought about every day. But I didn’t make it there 
every day.  
 

The one service I never liked to miss, though, was the Tuesday night vespers ser-
vice. “Vespers”—the word—is a Latin version of the Greek work hesperas which 
means evening. So it’s a prayer service, generally sung, that comes at the end of 
the day (not to be confused with the “Compline” service which is sung before bed-
time). The Tuesday night vespers wasn’t all that late—I usually made dinner after 
it was over, not before. But it came after sundown and it was a quiet, candle-filled 
service that really brought peace to my soul (and even my three-year-old daugh-
ter, Madeleine’s soul who seemed to somehow quiet herself for it). 
 

The best part of the service, though, was the opening canticle, the Phos Hilaron. 
That’s Greek for “joyous” or “gladdening light” and it’s the earliest known non-
biblical hymn—probably 3rd or 4th-century--still regularly sung today. It’s a song 
hailing the beauty of the light of God that illumines even the darkness of the com-
ing night.  
 

The translation of the Greek words that the Lutheran service book has is simple: 
Joyous light of glory of the immortal Father, 
Heavenly, holy, blessed Jesus Christ, 
We have come to the setting of the Sun 
And we look to the evening light. 
We sing to God, the Father, the Son and Holy Spirit. 
You are worthy of being praised with pure voices forever. 
O Son of God, O Giver of Light, 
The universe proclaims your glory. 
 



 

 
 
An alternative version that has more inclusive language is sometimes used in the Episcopal Church. 
 

Light of the world in grace and beauty, 
mirror of God's eternal face, 
transparent flame of love's free duty, 
you bring salvation to our race. 
Now, as we see the lights of evening, 
we raise our voice in hymns of praise; 
worthy are you of endless blessing, 
worthy are you of endless blessing, 
Sun of our night, Lamp of our days. 

 

I mention the Phos Hilaron and the tradition of an evening prayer service because we are coming into the 
season of Epiphany, a word that itself means “light breaking through” (epi=through and phanos=light in 
Greek). Amidst our winter darkness, the Epiphany season is a time to harken to the light of Christ that we 
see mirrored, bit by bit, in the slowly-lengthening days and also in the time we take to ponder those bless-
ings and awarenesses that fill our lives with meaning and draw us into deeper communion with God and 
with one another. 
 

Give thanks to the Joyous Light of Glory and have a blessed Epiphany season! 
 
Rev. Jo Page 

THE  ENVOY Page 2 

Continued from Page 1 

Parent’s Day Out – December 7 
Marcia Tolman & Faye Bailey, program leaders 
 

A wonderful time was had by all the children who attended.  It was a 
worshipful and playful day with stories, games, and making gingerbread 
houses.  We decorated the stage and designed props for the Christmas 
play, too.  Marilyn Bisgrove made us a soup and sandwich lunch.  We 
heard  “thank-yous” from the parents who were able to get some shop-
ping or other holiday preparations done or just enjoy a quiet lunch to-
gether.  I would like to thank the Christian Education and Activities  
Committee for sponsoring this special ministry and to the parents for 
allowing us time to play with your children.   …. Marcia Tolman 
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Upcoming Adult Sunday School Classes  

 

 

January 12   No class 
 

January 19   “Images that Make you Cringe: Racism and Film” 

January 26   “Images that Make you Cringe: Racism and Film” 
    (Sunday School class may not be held due to the Annual Meeting.)  

 

 
 

February 2,9 & 16  Focus and discussion on First Century Judeo-Christian Theologies 
    Presenter: Dale Hedman    

Christmas Dinner and Play (December 14)  
The play, A New Superhero, was a success.  We had a stage full of superhe-
roes, pretty angels, grown-up shepherds and of course, Mary, Joseph and 
Baby Jesus.  Rehearsals were well attended (Thank you to all the parents) 
which resulted in a enjoyable show.  What fun it was to have all the chil-
dren and youth involved and a couple adults young at heart.  Thanks to eve-
ryone who assisted throughout the process and during the show. 
 
Thank you to the Schenectady Children’s Theater for  
letting us borrow their sound system, and for  
Our Own Productions Inc, for their theatrical expertise. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Christmas dinner was a delightful time for relaxed conversation 
and good food, and our turnout was good despite the weather 
conditions.  



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 4  Issue 311  

Mission News— Getsemani Baptist Church,  
Our Sister Church in Nicaragua 
By Sandy George and John Detwyler 
 

Thanks to all of you who contributed to the church-building fund of the Getsemani Baptist Church in Nica-
ragua.  We sent the check for $731.00 with an accompanying letter to Rev. Jose Olivar Sanchez Garcia on 
December 4, 2013.  He wrote back the following: 
 

“My esteemed brothers/sisters.  We send a blessing on the part of me and the Getsemani Baptist Church 
to maintain always your friendship in Jesus Christ.  I understand the financial situation of your church and I 
hope in God that in the future all will be better in your country.  I hope that with this economic help we 
will be closer to buy the land in Massachapa for the new church.” 
 

Jose speaks of the health of the former pastor Rev. Carlos Castillo.  He had surgery and is much better now 
“due to his personal strength and much faith.”  Jose also sends greetings from his wife Maqueli and the 
Getsemani Church and assures us that they will continue to pray for us and our country. 
 

“May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you always and may you have a happy Christmas with 
your family and a prosperous New Year.  -  Your friend Jose O. Sanchez Garcia.” 

“Needing to warm up with all this cold weather? 
Join us for warm food and fellowship on Sunday, 

February 9 from 8-10 am for a pancake breakfast. Food will include 
pancakes, homefries, eggs, fruit and beverages. This fundraising 
event is for the Albany Damien Center which suffered extensive 
damage after a fire this past year. We hope to see you there!”  
 
Cost: $6 for adults; $4 for children 5-12;  
free for children under 5  
 
Sponsored by the Outreach and Mission Committee 

 
Youth Group Events for January 

 
January 12: Preparing food for the January 25 dinner  
 

January 25: Hosting a dinner for the Albany Damien Center 
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Notes of Thanks 
Thanks to everyone’s efforts in making this past Advent and Christmas season so special! 
 

 The Advent Committee for planning the activities; 
 The Axon Family for making the Gift Tree tags; 
 Marcia Tolman, Faye Bailey and Marilyn Bisgrove for leading a fun and successful Parents’ Day Out; 
 Our decorating crew-Jeanne Andersons and friend, Faye Bailey, Bart Bisgrove, Brain Fahey, Vaughn 

Jelenic, Ruth Lindenfelser, Jocelyn McKinney and friend, Martin, Maria Puccio, Faye Saville, Vern Sco-
ville, Dave Snyder, and Marcia Tolman—in Fellowship Hall, the children: Christian and Riley Axon, Ben 
and Matthew Guevara-Chancey, Grace and Emma Lindenfelser, and Hope and Jack Keller-Scholten; 

 Faye Bailey and Marian Shearer, coordinators for the Christmas dinner and their dinner team; 
 The Christmas Play—Marcia Tolman (the director) and for those who helped out from beginning to 

end, especially the children, youth, Faye Bailey, Cassidy Lent, Jocelyn McKinney, and Danielle and Kev-
in O’Brien.  A thank you to those who donated costumes and gave monetary donations toward buying 
costumes and props.  And a special thank you to Jim Shearer for running the sound system; 

 Marilyn Bisgrove and Faye Saville for coordinating the Christmas Eve reception, and to the Lents for 
cleaning up; 

 Rev. David Gregory and Rev. Jo Page for introducing us to “Make Peace With Wednesday Night”  
      Advent services;  
 Thank you to June and Vern Scoville and Faye and John Saville who donated the beautiful wreaths 

that hung in the lobby window and on the outside doors of the church; and    
 For everyone who participated in the Advent/Christmas Eve worship services. 

____________________________________________________________ 
From the Staff… 
 

I would like to express my sincere appreciation and gratitude to the congregation of Emmanuel Friedens 
Church for the most generous Christmas gift.  Serving with you during 2013 has been a joy and a blessing, 
and I look forward to working with you in the next few months toward the successful completion of your 
pastoral transition.  Thank you again!   … David Gregory 
 

 

Dear People of Emmanuel Friedens,  
This is a heart-felt thank you for your cards, baked goods and your year-end gift to me. ( I’ll be wearing a 
little more cashmere, thanks to you!) I’m also especially thankful for the donation made to the SICM food 
pantry in my name.  You have blessed my life richly in this past year and for that, I am most, most grateful. 
Here are my favorite words of thanksgiving: “I thank God every time I remember you, constantly praying 
with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day 
until now.” … In Christ's grace, Rev. Jo 
 

Thanks to everyone who sent cards, came to my open house or left me gifts and goodies this Christmas. I 
truly appreciated the generous gift from the church.  It helped my family celebrate together during my va-
cation.  … Marcia Tolman 
 

Many thanks to the congregation for your generous  gift at Christmas—and for the generosity of spirit you 
show to me and to one another throughout the year.  … Don Kerr   
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Notes of Thanks (Continued) 
 

I would like to thank the congregation for gifts re-
ceived throughout the Advent season including the 
generous Christmas gift.  I, too, was especially 
thankful for the donation made to the SICM food 
pantry in my name. It has been a pleasure working 
here at the church these past five years. I wish eve-
ryone a happy and healthy 2014.    … Maria Puccio 

________________ 
 

Thank you for my Christmas gift. It was greatly ap-
preciated!  … Dave Snyder 

________________ 
 

Dear Friends of Emmanuel Friedens Church, 
 

 Faye and I would like to thank all who sent 
special greetings this Christmas season. You think-
ing of us in this special season brought smiles to our 
faces and warmed our hearts. We were fortunate to 
have spent our second Christmas, in a row, in Ohio 
with our family.  
 Again thank you.  Love, Larry and Faye 

________________ 
 

To Emmanuel Friedens and Members 
 Aldona Vaitulis sends her thanks to everyone 
for their prayers, visits, cards and flowers.  
 

Community News 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Everyone is invited to attend this celebration.  
 

The 2 pm community rally and commemorative 
march from Veteran’s Park will be followed by 
the program at 2:30 pm in the Sanctuary of First 
United Methodist Church. Dr. King’s birthday 
celebration will feature keynote speaker Dr. Pe-
nelope Andrews, Dean of Albany Law School, 
and include the King Community Choir and the 
Union College Gospel Choir.  
 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  
Celebration 

 

Sunday, January 19 
 

2014 Theme 
“What Role Will You Play as We 

Strive for Justice for All?” 
 

2 pm Community Rally 
2:30 Program 
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       Community News (Continued) 
 
 

  
 

Help the Downtown Community Breakfast 
Win a Grant! 
 

This program is sponsored and held at First United 
Methodist Church (FUMC) on Sundays from 8:30-9:30 
am. The Program could receive a $2,500 grant, which 
is being offered by Mohawk Valley Physicians (MVP). 
The organization with the most online votes wins the 
grant. So, please vote online, once/day, every day un-
til January 26. The website is : mvpprojectgo.com 
(”Downtown Community Breakfast” is on pg. 2 under 
a photo of FUMC’s garden.                                  
 

Why should the Community Breakfast Program be 
recognized? Well, 
 

 It is run by the community, for the community 
 150 –200 children and adults are fed each  
       Sunday  
 The community is built through shared meals 
 Healthy choices are promoted and encouraged 
 Volunteer hours exceed 300/month; at least 15  
      volunteers are present each week  
 

Capital Region Theological Center– New 
Course Offerings for the Winter 
 

1. Forming Christians: Baptism and Beyond, 1/23-1/24 
2. Church History From Reformation to Present, 1/28-
5/13 
3. City of God: Faith in the Streets, 2/1 
4. Why Can’t We Talk? Civil Discourse as a Habit of the 
Heart, 2/5-2/26 
5. Finding Common Ground: 3 Abrahamic Traditions, 
3/13-3/14 
 
For more information, locations, fees and/or to regis-
ter visit their website, www.capitalrtc.org or call, 462-
2470. 
             

Well, yes I am happy, but I could be happier. 
 

What are Your New Years  
Resolutions? 

Try to keep a positive attitude.  

http://www.rd.com/slideshows/16-new-years-resolution-cartoons/


 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 8  THE  ENVOY  

As a Welcoming and  
Affirming/  

Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 
welcomes and 

affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, martial 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into   membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

Join us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/ 

emmanuelfriedenschurch 
 

Join us on our 
Facebook Fan Page 

www.facebook.com/
pages/ 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, New York  12307 

February 
Black History Month 

 

Winter Pool Party 
Schenectady High School 

More information to come 
 

Sunday, February 9 
Pancake Breakfast 

8 –10 am 
Proceeds to benefit  

Albany Damien Center 
 

____________________ 
The February issue of the ENVOY will 
be available by February 3. The 
deadline to submit announcements, 
committee news. etc. is January 27. 
Thank you. 

Reminder 
 

Annual Meeting 
Sunday, January 26 

 
 

Please make sure that you 
attend this meeting as we 
vote on the 2014 church 

budget. Thank you. 


