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Dear Emmanuel Friedens Friends,  
 

The month of June is full of plans for Emmanuel Friedens Church! These plans 
includes the following: 
 

--in June we receive the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering, a truly ecumenical 
effort to support relief and disaster efforts by Church World Service, numerous 
international partners, as well as both the American Baptist Churches and the 
United Church of Christ. 
 

--Many of us are going directly from our worship in church to participation the 
Albany Pride March (Noon Sunday, June 9).   
 

--Our own Pride Sunday is in worship on the 16th,with recognition of this year’s 
recipients of the Dignity for All Scholarship, an award that recognizes the out-
standing contribution of graduating seniors nominated  each of  our local public 
high schools.  
 

--June the 23rd will be a special service being led by our children and youth, fol-
lowed by an intergenerational reception/party in their honor! 
 

--Sunday June 30th is your pastor’s final worship service with you prior to a three 
month sabbatical leave, a Journey of Joy and Justice.  I hear there will be a fare-
well celebration after worship that day! Stay tuned, and feel free to invite your 
friends. 
 

Plans for the rest of the summer here at the church are also quite exciting—we 

have a stellar lineup of preachers and worship leaders coming to visit Emmanuel 

Friedens. For example, just to whet your appetite,  July 22 will be a music service 

led by Leslie Lee and Steve Gretz. Steve is not only a good guitarist but also pas-

tor of Greece Baptist Church, near Rochester NY. Leslie is a fine vocalist…they 

compose together.  

Our church has a lot going on beyond Sunday morning this summer! Our joint 

youth group with First United Methodist is planning a mission trip in August.  

(continued on page 2)   
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(continued from page 1) 
 

Plans have begun for a School of Wonder and Mystery to be held, also in August, and the leaders of our 
monthly Brunch are planning exciting (themed) meals. I I understand that more than 120 neighbors 
attended our last brunch!   
 

As I prepare to depart for distant places, I’m personally grateful to Joani Jameson for agreeing to provide 
pastoral care throughout the time of my pilgrimage…. I am also very grateful to the church and in partic-
ular to the leaders on our Church Staff Relations Committee and Church Council who have encouraged 
and helped develop a Sabbath leave, and to all of you who have helped to secure funding and are deal-
ing with details. During my travels we will keep you posted each week on my approximate whereabouts.  
 

I feel sure the summer will pass swiftly. But we have several weeks before I take off, and I look forward 
to crossing paths between now and then!  
 

In Christ’s Peace 
Peter 

 
 
 
 

- - By Jan Grigsby 
 

Rev. Carman’s sabbatical officially begins July 1 and runs until October 1 – coming up soon!  Here is his 
itinerary and something about what we’ll be doing while he is away. This Envoy contains a pull-out 
showing some steps on our parallel journeys during his sabbatical that you may want to post on your 
fridge. We are also updating all this on the Church website and Facebook. 
 

His Itinerary 
Pastor Peter will visit 3 countries in Central and South America: Mexico, Colombia & Brazil.  On July 1, he 
travels to Mexico (Chiapas and Mexico City). The week of July 14th, he will be in Cali, Colombia at the 
Global Baptist Peace Conference, joined by EFC members Rev. Lynn Carman Bodden and Jonathan 
Tejada. After the conference, he will remain in Colombia, but by July 28th, he will move on to Maceio, 
Brazil.  On August 9th, he travels to Salvador, in the state of Bahia, in northeastern Brazil.  The following 
week, he returns to the US for a brief time to prepare for the last month of the sabbatical. 
 

During the last week of August, he will travel to the Netherlands to visit family and will be joined by 
Lynn.  Then, they both head to Spain to walk the Camino de Santiago!  Peter returns to Schenectady 
after two weeks, while Lynn aims to walk the entire walk. 

 

Our Itinerary 
The congregation will be on our own journey, already started with the several guests we’ve had in Adult 
Ed this spring.  Our last 2 sessions before summer vacation, June 9 and 16, will be a quick study of Henri 
Nouwen’s book ¡Gracias! in which he reflects on his travels with the poor in Peru and Bolivia. Nouwen’s 
insights are similar to what Rev. Carman is studying, the joy of those who work for peace in Latin     
America, often in perilous conditions.                                                                                     

 

Sabbatical Notes—The Journey Begins! 



 

 Sabbatical Notes                                                                            
 

Over the summer, we have arranged pulpit supply from a series of special guests, each of whom has experience 
and wisdom on these issues.  In the fall, we’ll also take a look at the Camino de Santiago, perhaps doing our own 
version of the walk.  
 

All of this begins and ends with celebration!  On Sunday June 30, an all-congregation party will send our Pastor 
off with a glorious potluck.  And, on Sunday October 6, we’ll celebrate his return with another big party!  In the 
following weeks, Rev. Carman will share what he has learned. 
 

During the interim, Rev. Joani Jameson is providing pastoral care.  Contact Maria, if needs come up.  Maria, Dave, 
the Trustees and our Church Council will provide stability as they always do.      
To Joy and Justice!!! 
 

 
 
 
 

CROP Walk:  Info from SiCM: 375 pounds of food was 
collected in the van that was in the church’s parking lot; 
for the event there were 20 volunteers, 42 teams        
assembled and 230 walkers; funds raised on-line, 
$7,900; final figures to be determined (closing in on 
$27,000 and counting). The May 5 Walk was a success-
even in the rain!! 
 
 
 

 
 

Emmanuel Friedens collected $2,410 in donations for the CROP 
Walk, and there may be more coming in! That is an all-time high 
for the church, with many thanks to Paulyn Cox and Catherine 
Boyd for raising $1,540 of that amount!  Many thanks to all for 
donations and for those who walked  representing EFC.  
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2019 CROP Walk Hosted at EFC 

SiCM  Staff Members 

Musical Entertainment by  The Donna Tritico Band  

Rev. Phil Grigsby, Executive Director,  SiCM 
Laurie Bacheldor, Development Director, SiCM 
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 Summer worship schedule for the 
months of July and August, 
 our service begins @ 10 am 

The Weeks Ahead  
in Worship 

 

 

Sunday, June 9:  Pentecost (Don’t forget to wear RED in celebration of Pentecost)                                             
Reading: Acts 2:1-21, Sermon: Tongues of Fire. Peter JB Carman leading worship  
and is preaching.  Following worship: Albany Pride Parade and  Festival, parade kick-off       
at 11:50 am. 

 

Sunday, June 16 :  Pride Sunday 
Recognition  of the Dignity for All  Scholarship Award Recipients 
 

Sunday, June 23: Children’s Sunday (Second Sunday after Pentecost) 
    A special service including an Agape Meal and Communion led by our children and youth! More details to 
    come… 

 

Sunday, June 30: Third Sunday after Pentecost 
   Readings: 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14, Luke 9:51-62 

Sermon: Peregrinos Peter JB Carman  
Peter JB Carman leading worship and is preaching. 
 

Sunday, July 7: Worship in the Park-Our annual worship service in Collins Park  followed by a picnic lunch-
Joani Jameson will lead worship. 
 

Sunday, July 14: Rev. Dr. Tim Coombs leading worship and is preaching. 
 

Sunday, July 21: Singer/songwriters Steve Gretz & Leslie Lee – special musical  worship  
 

Sunday, July 28: Rev. Stan Skinner leading worship and is preaching. 

SAVE THE DATE 
Sunday,  July 7 

Worship in Collins 
Park @ 10 am and  

  



 
 

 
 

 
 

 June 9:  Children Worship Service (Grades 3-6) 
 Children’s Sunday is June 23. A special service including an Agape Meal and               
 communion led by our children and youth!  There will be a celebration for all 
 following the worship service. 
 

 
 

It has been the policy of the Christian Education & Activities Committee to pay ½ of one 
week’s tuition for a summer camp. Funding can be provided in advance or as a refund, 
whichever you prefer. The church office handles the requests for payment. Funding will 
be available for the following camps: Pathfinder, Camp Vick, Camp Fowler and Camp 

Scully. There are some materials available hanging on the door next to the church office.  However, we encour-
age you to visit the websites listed below for more specific information on camp programs.  
 

If you have questions regarding the policy, please feel free to contact the CEA chairperson, Cassidy Lent 
(snowstorm87@hotmail.com).     

 

PATHFINDER/VICK: www.vpccministries.org, CAMP FOWLER: www.campfowler.org,  
CAMP SCULLY: http://campscully.squarespace.com 

 

Upcoming Sunday Adult Classes  
 

Theme: Joy and Justice 
 

June 9 & 16:  study of ¡Gracias!, Henri Nouwen’s book about his travels with the poor in Bolivia and Peru and 
the challenges faced by the Church in Latin America.   Rev. Phil and Jan Grigsby, and Sandy Detwyler will lead 
these classes.  Adult classes end on June 16.  Classes will resume in the Fall. 
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Christian Education Happenings 

In Remembrance 
 

 Sue Weddle 
 

We were saddened to hear of the death of Sue Weddle, daughter of Betty Detwyler and the 
late John  Detwyler, and the sister of Eric Detwyler, who died on May 23.  Expressions of 

sympathy may be sent to Betty at 2333 Barcelona Road in Niskayuna  12309 and Eric, 1455 
Dorwaldt Blvd. #B7, Apt. 5 in Schenectady 12308. 

 

 

Committee News 
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Trustee News 

Sabbatical Committee 

  SAVE THE DATE 
 

Join us Sunday, June 30, after worship for a           
Hispanic pot-luck luncheon in Fellowship Hall and a 
send-off celebration for Pastor Peter Carman as he 
begins his “Journey of Joy and Justice” sabbatical 

adventure the very next day! 
 

Our Welcoming, Open 
and Affirming Ministry 
 
 

Capital Pride and Festival, Sunday, June 9 
 Washington Park in Albany 

Parade Step-off Time is 11:50 am 
(Rain or Shine) 

 

Emmanuel Friedens will be walking in the parade 
as a group. If you would like to walk with us, please 
arrive in the park at the check –in point by 11 am. 
Look for the church group near the step-off point 
(near the corner of  State Street and Henry John-

son Blvd.-look for the Soldiers and Sailors 
Monument). After the parade, take time to 

check out all the ongoing activities throughout the 
park especially EFC’s table.  
 

Dignity For All Award 
 

The Welcoming, Open and Affirming Committee of 
Emmanuel Friedens Church offers the Dignity for 
All Scholarship Award to individuals within schools 
in Schenectady County who have gay support or-
ganizations or formal Gay-Straight Alliances (GSA). 
The scholarship is given to a graduating senior who 
has worked to create an atmosphere in which actu-
al or perceived gay, lesbian, bisexual, or 
transgender students and their straight allies may 
obtain an education free from discrimination, har-
assment, violence, and abuse.  
 

We were delighted to award the $500 scholarships 
to the following high school recipients: Gabe Rog-
ers from Burnt Hills-Ballston Lake, Rowan Adrian 
from Niskayuna, Kaelyn Dicocco from Schalmont, 
and Jadeana Cognetta-Whitfield  from Schenec-
tady. It is truly a privilege to be able to honor these 
young people who follow their convictions and 
work so hard to advance social justice among their 
peers.  
 

The elevette is back in service!  The repairs 
have been made and  we are now handicapped 
accessible again. 
 

Spring Clean Up Day, in coordination with the 
folks from Sri Sathya Sai, went well. The front, 
back and side of the grounds received a com-
plete clean up with about a dozen dedicated 
workers. Last week Vern Scoville delivered three 
yards of mulch and Faye Bailey, Mary Lou Chot-
kowski and Evelyn Kauffman mulched the beds 
on the front lawn.  Thank you all for your help 
with this project.  See you again next fall ?? 
 

This report sounds like the newsletter from eve-
ry church in the area. From the largest, to the 
little church on the corner by my house:  We al-
ways need volunteers for jobs around the build-
ing.  From helping our House Committee inspect 
the roof and clear the scuppers up there, to 
checking the  Fellowship Hall AC and changing 
filters, to bringing up the tall ladder and in-
stalling the burnt out flood lights in the Sanctu-
ary.  There is always something we could use 
your help with.  Please volunteer.   Mary Lou 
Chotkowski for the Board of Trustees 
 

mailto:snowstorm87@hotmail.com
http://www.vpccministries.org/
http://www.campfowler.org/
http://campscully.squarespace.com/


 
 

  

 
 
The month of June is when we receive our annual One Great Hour of Sharing Offering. 
 

Imagination 
 

The theme of the 2019 One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) offering is “More than we 
can imagine.”  that theme, based on Ephesians 3:20, reminds us that we are not alone 
in our imagining a better world for all God’s children, for it is God's imagination that  

        fuels  and  empowers ours! You see, God imagines a world where: 
 

 No one is left to face the ravages of natural disaster alone-neighbor helps neighbor, stranger helps stranger
- for we are the church together! 

 Even if things will never quite be the same after a disaster, God can work through all events to bring new 
life, new hope, and even more resilience;  

 Clean and abundant water and ample sanitation facilities are available to every person; 
 Work brings security from hunger and the land is treated with respect; 
 Families displaced from their homes are able to build new lives;  
 Women are no longer subject to discrimination and gender-based violence. 
 

For you see, our imagination of what might be is founded and grounded in what  God envisions and hopes for. 
And we can help-through our gifts of treasure and talent, prayer, and presence, we can make this world ever 
more like the way God would wish it, ever more the way that God would imagine it! 
 

(the above passage was taken from the ABC Resource Brochure for the OGHS) 
 
Because Emmanuel Friedens Church is a federated congregation, envelopes are available to route your gift to 
this ecumenical offering through either the UCC or the ABC. The bulk of the offering received, through either 
denomination, goes to the same destination, Church World Service, for emergency response to disasters and 
ongoing relief efforts. A smaller portion goes to each denomination for related kinds of disaster response and 
relief. 
 

Offering envelopes may be found here in your Envoy, or on the table at the back of the sanctuary on Sunday 
mornings! Please consider a generous offering. Thank you. 

 
Volunteers Needed 
 

Serving Lunches: For over 20 years, Schenectady Community Ministries (SiCM) have served summer lunches to 
Schenectady young people, 18 years and under. A total of 53,162 (includes breakfast and lunch)  meals were 
served in 2018; at 19 fixed sites and 11 mobile, with over 1,200 volunteers, many of which return each year.  
 

Emmanuel Friedens volunteers are needed for the SiCM summer lunch program, at the downtown Schenec-
tady Public Library, the week of July 22-26 from approximately 11:15 am to 1:15 pm. If you would like to volun-
teer to help serve lunch and to encourage the children to read some books that will be available this year, 
please contact the church office or Faye Bailey.  
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Special Offering 

As a Welcoming and  
Affirming/  

Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 
welcomes and 

affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, martial 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into   membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

STAY CONNECTED 
 
 
 
 
 

www.facebook.com/ 
emmanuelfriedenschurch 

 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, New York  12307 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, NY  12307 
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A Vision for Our Journey 
 

Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching, 
Committed to  
    Growing hearts and minds; 
     Learning openness, courage and love; 
      Serving with our neighbors; 
       Pursuing God’s justice and peace; 
        Inviting others to share the journey! 

 July/August 2019 
 At A Glance 

 

Thursday, July 4 
Independence Day 

The Church Office is closed. 
 

Sunday, July 7 
Worship in Collins Park 

Picnic luncheon to follow worship 
 

Saturday, July 27/August 31 
EFC’s Community Brunch 

10:30 –11:30 am 
Clothing room will be opened. 

 

August 12-16, 19-23 
School of Wonder & Mystery 
______________________ 

 
The summer issue of the Envoy will be 
available the week of July 15. The 
deadline to submit articles, committee 
news, announcements, etc. is 
Wednesday, July 10 , 2019 .   

 
Lost: Long handled, light weight, 
loping shears with green metal 
neck pieces. 
 

Found: Heavy duty loping shears 
 

Lost on the outdoor cleaning Day 
(May 11). I have yours –do you 
have mine? Contact the church 
office 518 374-4114 or Mary Lou @ 
518 393-9000. 
 
 
Also, there are a few winter hats in 
the Lost & Found in the office. If no 
one claims them by the end of the 
summer, these items will be         
donated to the clothing room. 


