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From the Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rodney Kennedy
Dear Friends,
Margaret Renkl, in a recent New York Times op ed asks, “What does it
mean to live in a nation with no expectation for national service? With no
close-hand experience of national sacrifice?” Her question can be applied
to the church. What does it mean to live in a church with no expectation of
service?

Sunday Classes
(Sept-June)

11:15 am
Office Hours
9:30 am-3:30 pm M-F

The membership rolls of churches carry thousands of members who
haven’t attended or participated in church for decades. For my part, I’m
glad these names are still on the membership list. The name on the roll
suggests a commitment that might one day be rekindled.
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If you are an inactive member of EFC and you would like to have a conversation about renewing your commitment to the church, I would be glad to
speak with you. As we plan for our return to a fully open for worship
church, it would be a good time to consider coming back.
We can all make a new beginning together. If the church has hurt you or
failed you, on behalf of the church, I ask your forgiveness. Your well being
matters to me. I only ask that you give me a chance to be of help.
There’s still a lot of life in our church. There’s still many opportunities in
front of us. We are putting our backs to the past and our faces to the
future. There is a determination at EFC to fulfill our purpose: “ building up
the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full
stature of Christ. We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and
blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their
craftiness in deceitful scheming. But speaking the truth in love, we must
grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the
whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament with which it is
equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body’s growth in
building itself up in love.”

Sunday Worship

Page 2

(Live in –person, Zoom link or online)

Rev. Dr. Rodney Kennedy will lead worship and preach.
Sunday, June 6: Second Sunday after Pentecost
(Communion Sunday)
Reading: Mark 3: 20-35
Sermon: “Jesus and Family Values”
Sunday, June 13: Pride Worship (Third Sunday after Pentecost)
Celebrating our Dignity for All Recipients
Reading: 1 Samuel 15:34-16:13
Sermon: “America Needs a Pastor”
Sunday, June 20: Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Reading: II Corinthians 6:1-13
Sermon: “The Dance of Pastor and People”
Sunday, June 27: Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Reading: II Samuel 1:1, 17-27
Sermon: “God Bless America”
Sunday, July 4: Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
Communion Sunday
Reading: Mark 6: 1-13
Sermon: “Sent as Missionaries to America”
Sunday, July 11: Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
Reading: Mark 6: 14-29
Sermon: “Bad and Good Theology”

Sermons
Dr. Kennedy’s sermons from the past Sunday are sent out via
mail and e-mail during the week, as well as being posted on the
church’s website under “Worship”.
Sunday Worship remains available via Facebook Live on the Church’s Facebook Page (https://
www.facebook.com/Emmanuel-Friedens-Church-122934277889274/) and by Zoom, with a
Zoom link and passcode being sent to the congregation each week (via the Sunday bulletin).
And for video recordings of all worship services, a link is available on the church’s website,
www.emmanuelfriedens.org—Home page.
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Our Welcoming, Open and Affirming Ministry
Update on Dignity for All Award Scholarships: Our church, Each year, proudly gives Dignity
For All $500 Award Scholarships to area graduating high school seniors who have helped make
their high schools a safer space for LGBT students.
We were delighted to award the $500 scholarships to the following 2021 high school recipients:
Emma Palmatier from Burnt Hills-Ballston Lake, Catherine Lasek from Niskayuna, Rebecca
Siedschlag from Schalmont, Alexis Smith from Schenectady, and Rayne Simmons from ScotiaGlenville. It is truly a privilege to be able to honor these young people who follow their
convictions and work so hard to advance social justice among their peers.

Clothing Sale










Emmanuel Friedens Church’s clothing sale will be held Saturday and Sunday, June 19-20!
The hours will be from 11:30 am—3:30 pm on Saturday, and 11:30 am-1:30 pm on Sunday.
Prices: all items will be sold @ $0.25/item (on Saturday), and dropped to $0.10 on Sunday.
Volunteers will be needed for sorting and folding on Thursday, June 17 and all-day on Friday,
June 18, and needed for clean-up at the end of the sale.
Needed: Clothing racks that can be donated or loaned for the weekend— we would love to have
them to hang clothes on.
Youth Group, if interested, they may sell hotdogs and soda or have a bake sale
Something New: We will be offering vouchers to the community so that they may purchase
clothing items. If you would like to purchase a voucher, they will be sold in $5.00 amounts which
will entitle someone to 20 items of clothing. You can still purchase vouchers through the office.
Proceeds benefit the Community Brunch and items for the clothing room.
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Congratulations
To the 2021 Graduates

Halle Fletcher is graduating in the first cohort of dual enrollment smart transfer students from
Schenectady High School/Schenectady County Community College. Halle is the co-valedictorian of the
class of 2021 and she received the NYS Scholarship for Academic Excellence. She has completed 58
college credit hours, has a 4.0 GPA, and she was accepted into Wellesley College, #4 liberal arts
college in the US and Hillary Clinton’s alma mater. It’s one of the seven sisters women’s colleges in
Boston. She plans on studying neuroscience and wants to study brain chemistry. This summer, Halle
is performing with her high school dance team and NYC dance troupe, Pilobolus. And she is taking a
trip with us to Iceland before college starts. Halle is the daughter of Samantha and Jeff Fletcher.
My youngest great grandson, NASHAAN Howard is graduating from Schenectady High School. He
was accepted by 10 colleges. After weighing several factors, he has selected Binghamton University.
After a recent visit to the campus, he told me all the people he met (students, faculty, and administrators) were welcoming and friendly - and there’s a good amount of diversity. He also loved the
campus. Please congratulate him and keep him in your prayers. Sharon Carter
Grace Lindenfelser is graduating from Schenectady High School on June 25th as the salutatorian of
the class of 2021! Her plan is to attend SUNY New Paltz to study art, though she is also interested in
continuing her Arabic language studies and has an interest in architecture. During the Schenectady
Senior Awards Night, she was granted the following: the Arthur Allen Award for Academic
Achievement and Leadership, the Butzell Scholarship for Art, and the Visual Arts Dept Oakroom
Artists Award. Grace is currently finishing up her senior year academic work, she will be looking for
a summer job and is so excited to start her academics at SUNY New Paltz in the fall.
Grace is the daughter of Ruth and Greg Lindenfelser.
Kieran O’Brien is graduating from Schenectady High School. He plans on attending SUNY Buffalo to
pursue a degree in mechanical engineering. He has a summer job at Home Depot and is looking
forward to attending SUNY Buffalo in the fall. Kieran is the son of Danielle and Kevin O’Brien.
Trevor Radez is graduating from Scotia-Glenville High School and an Early College in the High School
program through Hudson Valley Community College on June 28th and June 10th, respectively. In
addition to earning his high school diploma, Trevor has competed 35 SUNY credits toward an
Associate’s Degree in Computer Science and has a 3.9 GPA. In addition, he has completed the Google
and IBM badges. Trevor will be working this summer at IBM as a paid intern doing cloud computing
and software development. He will continue his education in computer science at Hudson Valley
Community College this fall and plans to attend SUNY Polytechnic or SUNY Albany in fall 2022 to
complete his Bachelor’s Degree. Afterwards, he plans on entering a Master’s degree program in
Software Engineering. Trevor is the son of Cheryl Beauchamp and Jody Radez.
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Matthew Purdy, nephew of Jeannie and Ray Andersons, is graduating from Burnt Hills-Ballston Lake
High School and will attend Siena College in the Fall.
Elizabeth (Elise) Moffett, niece of Jeannie and Ray Andersons, graduated summa cum laude from
Endicott College in MA with a degree in Architecture. She has accepted a position with Cotler
Architecture DPC located in Latham, NY.
The church is also aware that Abby McCormick-Foley recently graduated from Albany Law School.
Emmanuel Friedens Church is very proud of these students
and wish them well as they continue with their educational and professional pursuits.

A Special Offering in June
One Great Hour of Sharing
The month of June is when we receive our annual One
Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) Offering, a partnership
shared by the American Baptist Churches (ABC) and
United Church of Christ (UCC). Through the work of
Church World Service and through each denomination’s disaster relief efforts, funds from the offering go
to respond to water projects, hunger, disaster relief,
education and empowerment.
Whether you give through the ABC or the UCC, we hope you will consider this important offering.
The theme for this year is “let love flow. ” To borrow from a children’s story written for this year’s
OGHS Offering: Joshua Mumbi used to spend much of the day walking to a local water source and
carrying back buckets. If the water source was farther, he would have to travel the night before and
return early the next day. There was not much time to go to school and when he did attend, he
could not focus during the day because he was so fatigued. But thanks to your gifts through OGHS,
Joshua and family and all the other families in his village, now have a safe, clean water source closer
to home. Now children like Joshua can go to school every day opening a world of opportunity to
them.
Appropriate envelopes are provided in your newsletter. They may also be picked up in church or
sent to you from the church office when requested. Checks should be made payable to Emmanuel
Friedens Church with a clear designation in the memo line: OGHS UCC or OGHS ABC. Or you can
make an online donation on the church’s website (http://emmanuelfriedens.org/Give_Online/),
selecting either ABC or UCC. Thank you in advance for your gift. Please give generously and let love
flow.
For more information, check out the following websites:
https://www.abc-usa.org/2021/04/one-great-hour-of-sharing-announces-2021-theme-let-love-flow/
https://www.ucc.org/giving/ways-to-give/our-churchs-wider-mission/one-great-hour-of-sharing/
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Thank You
From Union College Campus Ministry: “Dear Emmanuel Friedens Mission Committee, Thank
you so much for your generous contribution to the Campus Protestant Ministry. Your gift
certainly came in handy in this year of the pandemic. In spite of the challenges, we are in great
shape and we’re looking forward to the fall term. Thank you again for your gift.” Tim Coombs,
Campus Protestant Minister
From the Schenectady City Mission: “Dear Friends, Thank you for your gift of $50 received on
April 6, 2021. Your concern and kindness are helping make springtime a season of new hope for
our neighbors in need. … Thank you for this kind gift in Dale Hedman’s memory. We are honored
to receive it. May God Bless you all!” Michael Saccocio, Executive Director
From Schenectady Community Ministries: “Dear Congregation Members, On behalf of SiCM,
we want to thank you for your donation in honor of Rev. Peter Carman. We are grateful that
you have chosen this means to honor such a special person…” Jo-Anne Rafalik (former Acting
Executive Director)

Denominational News
 ABC Biennial Mission Summit, June 24-26 2021 (an on-line

experience),
registration is open, check out www.americanbaptists2021.com

 UCC

New York Conference Annual Meeting will be in conjunction with
the UCC General Synod, July 11-18, 2021 (on-line). Registration is open.
Websites: www.generalsynod.org and/or uccny.org

Congratulations
The voters of Schenectady elected two new members to the Schenectady City School District
Board of Education on promises to strengthen community engagement and seek new ways to
communicate with students, parents and staff. One newly elected member is Jamaica Miles, a
member of our church. In a recent interview, Jamaica remarked, “I look forward to having
conversations with the other board members about how we as a board will intentionally break
down the barriers that excluded community members and some staff members and students to
collectively come up with ways to meet where they are at and not simply expect them to show
up to us.” She will be serving a 3-year term.

Congratulations, Jamaica.
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Community News

218 Nott Terrace
Schenectady, New York 12307

Juneteenth (short for “June Nineteenth”) marks the day when federal troops arrived
in Galveston, Texas in 1865 to take control of the state and ensure that all enslaved people be freed.
The troops’ arrival came a full two and a half years after the signing of the Emancipation Proclamation.
Juneteenth honors the end to slavery in the United States and is considered the longest-running African American holiday.

Source: Juneteenth band. Photograph by Grace Murray Stephenson
of celebrations in Eastwoods Park, Austin, 1900.



Juneteenth will be observed as a New York State official holiday on Saturday, June 19. Celebrations
will take place around the Capital District area. Check out your local newspaper or “google”
Juneteenth events in our area.

Save The Date
The Trustees are planning a clean-up day of the property following the
worship service on July 18, 2021 and because “many hands make light
work,” all are welcome to help spruce things up. We would appreciate
if you are staying to help, that you bring along rakes, shovels, pruners,
loppers, leaf bags etc. We will be cleaning out the beds as well as
cleaning/trimming up the hedges. Thanks so much in advance and hope
to see you there. It will be nice to have the place looking tidy again.
… The Trustees
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As a Welcoming and
Affirming/
Open and Affirming
Church, Emmanuel
Baptist Church and
Friedens United
Church of Christ
welcomes and
affirms
all persons without
regard to sex, martial
status, age , race,
sexual orientation, or
abilities, inviting all
into membership,
mission, and
leadership.

STAY CONNECTED

www.facebook.com/
emmanuelfriedenschurch

A Vision for Our Journey
Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching,
Committed to
Growing hearts and minds;
Learning openness, courage and love;
Serving with our neighbors;
Pursuing God’s justice and peace;

