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Good people, most royal greening verdancy,
rooted in the sun,
you shine with radiant light.
-- Hildegarde of Bingen
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Nine years ago, I led a group of people on a week’s pilgrimage at the Iona Abbey
off the west coast of Scotland.
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Iona is an amazing place, home to a religious community originally begun by St.
Columba who arrived from Ireland in the 6th-century. Physically tiny, Iona is
ringed round by the Atlantic Ocean on three sides and the Sound of Iona on the
fourth. Few people live there year-round—about 125--and even though Iona Abbey is a tourist attraction, you won’t find much in the way of commerce there—
just a small shop, a pub. There are a couple of small inns, but the rest of the island is all about history, beauty and faith.
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During our week-long visit, we ate simple, but delicious meals (and the Scots are
ALL about dessert!), worshipped daily in the chapel and took lots of long walks
amidst the sheep and cows. One day, we went on an around-the-island hike to
visit the many sacred sites. We stopped to eat our boxed lunches on the shore of
Columba Bay. Once we’d finished, we went gamboling all over the rocks that dot
the shore and my daughter, Linnea, then thirteen, managed to slip off and fall
into the shallow waters of the bay. She wasn’t hurt, but she was thoroughly
drenched and we joked that she had had her immersion baptism in Columba Bay.
Maybe it was true, in a way, because her soul is deeply drawn to Iona and its rugged natural beauty, its wandering sheep and cows, its old ruins, ancient burial
ground for Scottish kings (including MacBeth and Malcolm, whom you might remember from Shakespeare) and the dark, mist-draped sea that can be heard
wherever you are on the island.
There truly does seem to be some kind of spiritual baptism that can overtake us
when we enter fully into the experience of being in nature. I, personally, am not
much of a swimmer or a camper or a trekker or a biker. But I’m not immune to
the pervasive and soul-quenching glory of creation, particularly during the spring
and summer months.
There are lots of people who claim they don’t need to go to church because they
find their church in nature. I’m inclined to think that what they’re really saying is
that they don’t want the hassle of being part of a community of people—and
let’s face it, there are always ups and downs in community life.
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But I don’t think they’re wrong to say that there is a sacred quality of time spent out-of-doors, away
from the wordiness and bustle of our usual lives. So my hope for all of us, as we move into the peak
time of year for budding and blossoming and blooming, is that we will all take some time to experience
it with the fullness of our being, letting it nourish our spirits, warm our bodies and gladden our hearts.
(And maybe even inspire us to make a pilgrimage to Iona—I know a young woman who would jump at
the chance to be your guide!)
My beloved speaks and says to me,
“Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away;
for now the winter is past,
the rain is over and gone.
The flowers appear on the earth
The time of singing has come
and the voice of the turtledove
is heard in our land.
The fig tree puts forth its figs
and the vines are in blossom;
they give forth fragrance.
Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away.”
-- Song of Songs 2:10-13
In Christ’s grace,
Rev. Jo Page

Search Committee Update

Faye Saville for the Search Committee

The Search Committee thanks everyone for completing the Committee’s questionnaire and returning it
to us. The questionnaire went to 98 households and 58 were returned. The Committee used the information you provided in preparing the church profile.
At the April Quarterly Business Meeting, requests were made for some of the information gathered to
be shared with the congregation. People were interested in the “leadership qualities” desired for a new
settled pastor; things we love about our church and what changes (if any), people would like to see take
place at Emmanuel Friedens.
___________________________________________________
Leadership Qualities Desired For a Settled Pastor:
(These are listed in order of preference.)
An effective preacher/speaker
A compassionate and caring person
A person accepting of people with divergent views
He/she makes pastoral calls on people in hospitals, nursing homes, and those confined to their homes
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Search Committee Update (Continued from page 2)
Leadership Qualities Desired For a Settled Pastor:
Maintains confidentially
A mature and emotionally secure person
Can deal effectively with conflict
Is effective in planning and leading worship
Has a strong commitment to the educational ministry of the church
Can minister effectively to people in crisis situations
Helps people understand and act upon issues of social justice
Encourages others to assume and carry out leadership
The three things people love most about our church are:
1. The people, a sense of community.
2. That we are a Welcoming/Affirming and Open/Affirming church.
3. We are a very friendly church.
Three changes people would most like to see happen at our church are:
1. Church growth, more members.
2. More involvement in Christian Education, both adult and children.
3. A self-sufficient budget.
The Search Committee continues to ask for your prayers and support.

CROP Walk 2013 - A Marvelous Day
The 32nd Annual Church World Service CROP Walk
was held on Sunday, May 5 at our church. The
weather was perfect for a nice walk through downtown Schenectady (a few walkers stopped at the
Green Market!); lots of sun and the temperatures
in the mid 70s. Approximately 500 people participated in the 5K route to raise funds for food pantries, including SICM’s Emergency Food Pantry. So
far, $40,000 has been raised toward the goal of $55,000 to fight
hunger in our community and around the world.
Many thanks to the following here at our church: to the generous
sponsors who helped our church raise $1,718 (We exceeded our goal
by $92!), to our walkers, Faye Bailey (and photographer), Joni Ogonowski, Faye Saville, John Detwyler and grandson, Nathaniel George,
Karen Salmon and James Brown; and to our volunteers, Freddie Anderson, Robyn Axon, Maria Puccio, and Marcia Tolman (also a photographer).
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Church News and Notes

On May 19, Tyler and Seth Fletcher and
Matthew and Benjamin Guevara-Chancey
were confirmed as members
of Friedens United Church of Christ.
Tyler and Seth are the sons of Samantha and
Jeff Fletcher, and brothers of Halle Fletcher.
Matthew and Benjamin are the sons of David Chancey and Doug Guevara.
Congratulations!

Dignity For All Award
As you know, each year the Welcoming, Open and
Affirming Committee of Emmanuel Friedens
Church, offers the "Dignity for All" Award to graduating seniors for their work to create an atmosphere in which actual or perceived gay, lesbian,
bisexual, or transgender students and their straight
allies may obtain an education free from discrimination, harassment, violence, and abuse. We offer
this award to students who attend high schools
within Schenectady County. This year’s recipients
are: Kathryn Sheaffer from Burnt Hills-Ballston
Lake, Kerry Brooks from Niskayuna, Sierra Clegg
from Schalmont, Gabriella Caruso from Schenectady, and Suzanne Spooner from Scotia Glenville. It
is truly a privilege to be able to honor these young
people who follow their convictions and work so
hard to advance social justice among their peers.

The Rainbow Scarf Project:
Twenty-eight scarves
were created for this
important ministry by
the knitting group of our
church. Thanks to all
those who knitted or
crocheted for this project. The scarves were
blessed on June 2 during
worship and those
marching in the Pride Parade (in Albany on
June 9) will have the honor of wearing one before we send them off to California for the UCC
Synod meeting at the end of this month. May
all who receive these scarves bring awareness
to anti-bullying wherever they go. Thank you to
all those who knitted and crocheted—Faye Bailey, Carolyn Brightman, Cassandra Kisztvel,
Ruth, Grace and Emma Lindenfelser, Eve Mayhew-Guskie, Elliess Reimer, Alice Rozek, Kathy
Rybie, Patty Soellner, Ria Soellner, and Marcia
Tolman.
—————————————————————

Notes of Thanks
(Continued on page 7)
I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to
the members of this church for their love and
support. This church has played such an important role in my life and the lives of my children. It was both a privilege and an honor to be
married in this church. Everyone was so helpful.
A special thanks to Maria and David. And Don
for his wonderful musical talents. As always, I
would not have been able to pull this off without Cassidy. When she is involved things always
have a way of working out! It was one of the
most wonderful days of my life and I thank all
of you for sharing this special place with my
family and friends.
Nancy Mitchell-Spencer
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Church News and Notes (Continued)
It is with great joy that we express
our gratitude for the musicians who
have provided us with such powerful experiences of worship this season. Huge thanks go to Don Kerr, our Director
of Music, for the artistry and skill he brings to
us week after week. For everyone who has given of their time, their talents, their voices and
their hearts, we want you to know how deeply
we appreciate you.

Greening up, powering
down and shouting out for
the environment for 50
great days has come to its
conclusion. We surpassed
our goal of 5,000 hours with
a total of 5,781 hours. There were 59 advocacy
letters written and 58 trees planted for this initiative
by our church family and community friends. All of
this has been posted on the Mission 4/1 Earth website and facebook page. The national totals are still
being reported and counted. The final record will be
announced shortly and we’ll let you know what the
big picture looks like. Let’s keep it going by continuing all those earth care ideas every day for God’s
beautiful creation.

From The Outreach and Mission Committee...
Special Offering
"God

is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work." These words come from 2 Corinthians 9:8 and are
the words by which we ask you to give to this special offering.
On Sundays, June 16 and June 23, we will again be collecting for the One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS)
offering for both the American Baptist Church (ABC) and the United Church of Christ (UCC). This offering is
used to provide clean water, food, medicine, shelter, healthcare, and education to those in the United
States and internationally. It also helps those dealing with disasters. For example, in 2012, the offering was
used to help those in the United States after the various tornadoes, wildfires, and hurricanes. Internationally, they were used to help with flooding, earthquakes, cholera, and refugees.
Your denominational envelope is enclosed. Envelopes will also be available on the table across from the
Chapel. If giving by check, please denote in the memo section, "OGHS-ABC" or "OGHS-UCC." We thank you
for you past support and ask that you continue to give generously. Thank you.
——————————————
The Committee has agreed to raise $1000 to give to our sister church in Nicaragua to help them purchase
land for their outdoor camp and chapel. Although we are still discussing how we will fundraise this money, there is an account set up if anybody would like to make a donation. Thank you.
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Our Ann ual Chu rch Picnic

Christian Education News
Upcoming Adult Sunday School Topics
June 9
You will view a DVD on Abraham from the series by Amy-Jill Levine, professor at Vanderbilt Divinity
School
June 16
“Life Cycle of a Congregation” Presenter: Rev. David Gregory
June 23
The Challenges of Individuals who are Transgender— Our guest speaker will be Hawk Stone. Mr.
Stone is a psychotherapist and a recognized expert in transgender care for 25 years working with the
GLBT community, especially young variant children and their families.
June 30
Discussion of the “Cottage Meeting” Summary Report Presenter: Rev. David Gregory
(last session– Adult Sunday School will resume in September.)

Youth Group
Camp Websites To Get You Connected

Rummage Sale—May 4
Thank you to all the volunteers who
come out to help and support our
Youth Group’s sale, and to all who
donated items for the sale.
Special thanks to Nancy Mitchell
and Sheila Freres for all their time
in organizing the sale.
The Youth Group made about $800.
Well Done!

Pathfinder-Cooperstown, NY-American Baptist
www.vpccministries.org
Camp Vick-Sandusky, NY– same as above
Camp Fowler-Speculator, NY-Reformed Church of Americawww.campfowler.org
Don’t forget parents that Christian Education & Activities
Committee will provide scholarships for ½ of the
registration fee for one week at any of the sponsored
camps. Contact Marcia Tolman for more information.

Community Carnival
Saturday, June 29, 2-4 pm (rain or shine)
Lots of volunteer spots still open.
If you would like to donate your time
or donate a food item, please call the office.
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Congratulations to our Graduates
Mary Bisgrove will graduate from Bethlehem High
School in Delmar on June 21, 2013. She will be
attending Charleston College in South Carolina in
the Fall and majoring in Pre-med. Over the summer, she will continue to work at Subway and
Double V Stables in Delmar. Mary also works as
weekend barn manager for a local small Albany
horse farm. Mary is the daughter of Deborah and
Steven Bisgrove, granddaughter of Marilyn and
Bart Bisgrove, and great granddaughter of Althea
Nelson.
Mary Garrett Mitchell will graduate from Schenectady High School on June 21, 2013 with high
academic honors. She has been an active member
of the National Honors Society and EFC Youth
Group. Mary will be attending the University of
Rhode Island and participating in the Honors program. She will be majoring in Biology. Mary will
continue to work at Brown School as a counselor
this Summer. Mary is the daughter of Nancy
Mitchell and Chris Spencer and granddaughter of
June Schermerhorn.
Matthew Tolman graduated with honors from
Hudson Valley Community College on May 19,
2013. He plans on attending Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in 2014 where he will pursue a career
in engineering. Matthew is the son of Marcia
Tolman.

Notes of Thanks
(Continued from page 4)
The Outreach and Mission Committee would like
to thank everyone who came out and supported
the soup sale on May 4. A special thanks goes
out to Faye Bailey, Deb Lent, Danielle O'Brien,
Marion Shearer, and Jackie Sholten for making
soups and chili for the event. We would also like
to thank Nancy and the youth group for sharing
the kitchen with us. We hope to do the event
again in October!

Congratulations to Award Recipients
Reverend Phillip Grigsby was one of the recipients of the Hamilton Hill Neighborhood Association's “You Make a Difference” Award for his contributions to the neighborhood. He was presented the award on Saturday, March 23 at the
HHNA’s Community Awards Dinner.
Janet Grigsby received an
award from Union College and
the Kenney Community Center for outstanding volunteer
service to Union College and
the Schenectady community. She was presented
this award at the Volunteer Appreciation Dinner
on May 21 at Union College.
Jan is a senior lecturer in the Sociology Department and had been teaching at Union since 1986.
Each winter, she leads a community service MiniTeam to Louisiana to help with Hurricane Katrina
relief and rebuilding in New Orleans and Dulac.
She has volunteered her time, brought groups of
students and encouraged many to help with flood
relief after Hurricanes Irene and Lee. This year,
she has taken her students to Schoharie to help
with the rebuilding efforts. Jan is a board member
at Community Land Trust of Schenectady. She is
also a veteran of the Peace Corps.
Malinda Myers is the winner of the
2013 Katherine S. Rozendaal
Award, presented by the YWCA
NorthEastern NY chapter. This
award honors a person whose volunteer leadership and activities have had a positive impact on the Schenectady Community. Malinda will receive the award at the YWCA NorthEastern NY 125th Annual meeting on June 19,
2013 at 7:30 am. If you would like to attend this
event, please call Lynn Cartier at 374-3394 for
ticket information.
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Emmanuel Friedens Church
218 Nott Terrace
Schenectady, New York 12307

Sunday, June 16
Children’s Day Service
Sunday, June 30
Pride Service

As a Welcoming and
Affirming/
Open and Affirming
Church, Emmanuel
Baptist Church and
Friedens United
Church of Christ
welcomes and
affirms
all persons without
regard to sex, martial
status, age , race,
sexual orientation, or
abilities, inviting all
into membership,
mission, and
leadership.

Join us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/
emmanuelfriedenschurch
Join us on our
Facebook Fan Page
www.facebook.com/
pages/

July-August Services
Begin at 9:30 am
in the Chapel

Pride Film Night, Friday, June 21
Emmanuel Friedens Church, 7 pm in the Board Room
A Community Event
We will be showing “Call Me Malcolm,” a documentary of
one man’s struggle with faith, love and gender identity.

Upcoming Events in July and August


SICM Summer Lunch Program in Schenectady— Our church will be serving
lunches at Wallingford Park this year. Our week to serve is July 1-5 (excluding
July 4). If you are interested in more information or would like to volunteer to
help, please contact Charlie Lent by phone, 694-6589 or by e-mail, clloves21@hotmail.com



A Picnic at the Park, Sunday, July 14: The congregation will gather at Collins Park
in Scotia at the pavilion near the library for an outdoor worship service. Following worship, we will enjoy a picnic together. This promises to be a fun event for
all and a relaxed atmosphere to invite your friends and family too! More details
to follow.



School of Wonder and Mystery: August 5-9, 12-14, 2013—This year’s theme is ,
“Water, Water, Everywhere.” More information to follow.

Save these dates! October 11-14, 2013 there will be an historic gathering of
progressive Baptists in Providence, RI celebrating the 20th anniversary of the Association of Welcoming and Affirming Baptists (AWAB)! AWAB is made up of congregations who are on record as openly receiving all people into the full life and
ministry of their faith communities without regard to sexual orientation or gender
identity. Visit the website, www.awab20.org for registration and details! As a
member congregation of AWAB, it would be a wonderful thing if EmmanuelFriedens could be represented at this great event!

