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Beloved,
Thinking ahead to Easter, I’ve been meditating on both the cross and resurrection. If there is a popular
symbol in Christian circles, it is the cross. We see it gold upon each other’s necks; in cross tattoos; almost every church has one somewhere. And yet if there is an unpopular church holiday, it is “Good” Friday. As an eight-year-old I asked my theologian father about the term “good” applied to a day of suffering and death. He smiled gently and said simply: “Good question. Many other people have the same
question.” A more orthodox response might have been to tell me that this death was redemptive—that
it had a divine sacrificial purpose.

I have come to the conviction that the cross represents a very sad human reality: those who speak the
truth in love-- speak it to power-- must be prepared for a terrible cost. Those who challenge the basis of
abusive systems in the name of Love will inevitably provoke anger and toxic fear on the part of those
whose supremacy is threatened.
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From the Pastor’s Desk...

I like my father’s affirmation of the child’s pain at one good person’s suffering better than blithe orthodoxy. Still, we cannot skip over Good Friday, leaping from a festive Palm Sunday procession to joyful halleluiahs, as though nothing happened between. Jesus of Nazareth was hanged on a Roman tree of
death. And died there. How do we make sense of something so terrible?

Office Hours
9 am-3 pm M-F

Denomination/
Community News

Page 2

Our worship begins
@ 10:00 am
We remember Jesus’ joyful
procession into Jerusalem.
We will gather at 9: 45 am
outside in the parking lot and
process into worship waving
our palms.

Maundy Thursday
Ecumenical Service
March 29 - 7 pm
@ FUMC
A service shared with
First United Methodist
Church (FUMC ), our
neighbors.
A remembrance of
Jesus’ Last Supper with
his friends. The service
will include on offering
of communion and
foot washing.

Easter Sunday
April 1
Worship service @ 10 am
Easter reception to follow

A second meaning of the cross for me is that in the very human form of the Christ, God is in solidarity
with all those who have suffered in the past, and those who continue to suffer today.
Wherever children are killed; wherever the rights of workers are trampled, Christ is still crucified! Wherever gender is used as a basis to abuse power or engage in subjugation; wherever one people dominates
and occupies another’s lands, Christ is still crucified. Wherever the myth of racial supremacy allows for
the deprivation of human rights and dignity, Christ is still crucified.
The cross today takes many forms: the AR-15 and the military equivalents; the bulldozer used to demolish ancestral homes; the drone attack that “accidentally” kills innocents; violence aimed at trans people;
the lethal injection and the lynching tree and the system that imprisons people of color at the drop of a
hat; that imprisons and deports refugees without due process, sometimes to their deaths.
But if such things are what the cross means, Christ’s resurrection means something greater still. Death’s
power does not have the last word. The dire price of the struggle for human dignity, rights and peace is
worth it. Our belief in resurrection says that truth has power to give life even amid death; justice will
prevail in the end; Love will have its way.
As we approach Easter, may we be strengthened for lives of faith rooted in resurrection, while acknowledging the reality of human suffering. There is One who is with us in the moments of greatest trial.
There is a day coming of promise and release for all captive humanity.
In Christ’s love,
Peter
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Christian Education Happenings

The Weeks Ahead in Worship
Sunday, March 11: Fourth Sunday in Lent
Readings: Numbers 21:4-9; John 3:14-17
Sermon: Strange Signposts Rev. Carman is preaching.
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SAVE THE
DATES

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR!
EFC’s Annual

Sunday, March 18: Fifth Sunday in Lent
Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34
Sermon: New Deal Youth will assist in worship.
Sunday, March 25: Palm Sunday
Responsive Reading Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29, Mark 11:1-11
Sermon: A Great Parade Rev. Carman is preaching.
We will gather at 9:45 am outside in the parking lot to process into the sanctuary with palms at 10 am.
Thursday, March 29: 7:00 pm Maundy Thursday Worship
With First United Methodist Church at First UMC
A remembrance of the Last Supper
Sunday, April 1: Easter
Reading: Mark 16:1-8
Sermon: Empty Tombs Rev. Carman is preaching.
Sunday, April 8: Second Sunday of Easter
Pulpit Exchange! Guest Preacher: Rev. Lynn Carman Bodden, Interim Pastor, First Church of Albany
Sunday, April 15: Third Sunday of Easter
Reading: Acts 4:32-35
Sermon: The Sin of Private Property
Rev. Carman is preaching.
Sunday, April 22: Fourth Sunday in Easter
Readings: Psalm 23; 1, John 3:16-24
Sermon: Love in Truth and Action
Rev. Carman is preaching.
Sunday, April 29: Fifth Sunday in Easter
Guest Preacher: Rev. Ashley Smith, American Baptist Minister

Prayers for Peace
Mid-week gatherings in Lent continue at Emmanuel
Friedens on Wednesday evenings.
Dates: March 14, and 21 at 7 pm.

Sunday, April 8 @ 3 pm
Emmanuel Friedens Church (EFC)
Concert Series Continues

Rescheduled for Saturday, March 24 from 1-3 pm at the YMCA Pool
located at Schenectady High School, 1445 The Plaza
Join us for lunch at Emmanuel Friedens at 12:15 pm.
$5/person, $15/Family Max
Sign up on Sundays! Or call the church office.

The Nellies will be playing a very special
concert at our church. This is a free concert, open to the public in what sounds to
be a “sweet concert venue.” There will be
a meet and greet afterwards – please
come say hello! The Nellies will feature
Peggy Lecuyer on mandolin, Karen McEvoy
on guitar, Mike McMann on guitar, and
the amazing Gene Lemme on upright bass.
The Nellies are an Albany-based, rootsy,
alt-American band. They are not strangers
to EFC. They perform here every year for
the Schenectady Inner City Ministry (SICM)
CROP Walk.
____________________

Sunday, May 6
2018 Schenectady CROP Walk
Sponsored by Schenectady Inner
City Ministry (SICM) and
Church World Services
More information to come!

Children's Easter Egg Hunt and Party will be held
during the Sunday School hour on Palm Sunday (March
25). There will be food, arts and crafts and the egg hunt
will be on the front lawn (weather permitting).
And just maybe the Easter Bunny will visit a week early!

Sunday Adult Classes:
March 11: “Lent Among Baptists and the United Church of Christ” The discussion will be led by Rev. Carman
and Jan Grigsby.
March 18: "Lent and Social Justice" led by the St. Joseph’s Place nuns, Sister Linda and Sister Anne.
March 25: "Stations of the Cross, What is it?” led by Rev. Phil Grigsby
April 1—No Class—Easter Sunday, reception following worship
In the near future, the Adult Education Committee will be asking people for input on what type of programming could be provided to help address the needs and interests of the congregation.
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Special Offering
April is the Month We Support Neighbors Throughout the United States!
During the month of April, we will receive special offerings to support America for Christ (American Baptist
Churches) and Neighbors in Need (The United Church of Christ). Both offerings support the important ministries across the US, in our two respective denominational families. Our custom as a federated church is to make
envelopes initially available for church members according to our denominational affiliations. Of course, if you
wish to make an additional offering to support both, additional envelopes, appropriately marked, will be
available on Sunday mornings throughout the month.
The theme for this year’s American Baptist America for Christ Offering is Cultivating Leaders—Equipping Disciples—Healing Communities. The money received through this offering goes to support the
many aspects of the work of American Baptist Home Mission Society
(for many years known as “National Ministries”). The Home Mission
Society, writes Executive Director Rev. Jeffrey Haggray, “works to
broaden our understanding of what it means to follow Jesus in word
and deed for the 21st century, and to nurture discipleship by expanding our network of highly motivated
change- agents who share the Good News and impact the world with God’s love.”
Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission
offering of the United Church of Christ that
supports ministries of justice and compassion
throughout the United States. The theme of
this year’s offering is timely for our part of the
world as well as many other places and reflects
a deep commitment to environmental justice.
It is Protect the Sacred—In a Just World, Clean Water is Life. Each year, one-third of NIN funds support the
Council for American Indian Ministry( CAIM). Two-thirds of the offering is used by the UCC's Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM) to support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects
through grants. Neighbors in Need grants are awarded to churches and organizations doing justice work in
their communities. These grants fund projects whose work ranges from direct service to community organizing
and advocacy to address systemic injustice.
Please consider a generous gift for your special offering! Thank you.
______________________________

Outreach and Mission
Message from Angela Keller: "If you wish to suggest a new mission for the Church to undertake, please contact Angela Keller and request to be on the next Church Council meeting agenda. In the absence of an Outreach & Mission Committee chair, the Church Council will hear and consider all new outreach and mission ideas. We would ask that you please come prepared with more than an idea, but a plan for execution of the idea
and an estimate of cost if there is any. Thank you." Angela Keller, Moderator, Church Council
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Denomination/Community News:
Capital Area Baptist Association (CABA) Presents “Small
Churches Can Leave Big Mission Footprints” with guest
speaker, Rev. Dr. Ron Carlson, Missiologist. Event date:
Saturday, March 17 from 9 am-3 pm at the Latham Community Baptist Church, Forts Ferry Rd in Latham. Event is free.
Refer to the church bulletin board for specific information.

We received acknowledgements
from the following organizations:


SICM for our gift of $382 (Souper Bowl Sunday donation)



Schenectady Community Action Program
(SCAP) for the generous donations of
$1000 from our church and $50 from a
church member (anonymous) for the
Schdy. mudslide victims



Vick and Pathfinder Camp and Conference
Ministries for 2017 donation of $350 for
support

___________________

SICM’s Jubilee50th Anniversary Celebration
When:
Where:
Program:

Cocktail Hour
Dinner:
Cost:
Entertainment:

Tuesday, March 20
Glen Sanders Mansion in Scotia
* SICM through The Years, Honoring
Our Past, and Looking Forward to
Our Future –remarks from past and
current members of SICM
5 pm (cash bar)
6 pm
$75
Mike Lawrence Jazz Trio

*A VIP Meet n’ Greet Reception will be held from 4-5 pm
with Revs. James Miller and Robert Pierce, two individuals
who were key participants in SICM’s beginnings. Reservations for this event are limited. To ensure an invitation to
the entire celebration, contact Laurie Bacheldor, Development Director @518 374-2683, ext. 103; e-mail
LaurieB@sicm.us
St. Joseph’s Church 12th Annual Palm Sunday Weekend
Bake Sale, Saturday, March 24 from 5-6:30 pm and Sunday,
and March 25 from 9-10:30 am the Gathering area of the
church.
For more information
regarding denomination/community news Always check out the
church bulletin board.

Acknowledgment letters can be found
posted on the church’s bulletin board.

April 2018
At A Glance
Sunday, April 1
Easter worship @ 10 am
followed by reception
Sunday, April 8
Emmanuel Friedens
Concert Series continues
The Nellies @ 3 pm
Wednesday, April 11
Weekly Bible StudyShaping the Sermon resumes
Saturday, April 28
Community Brunch
10:30 –11:30 am
______________________
The April issue of the Envoy will be
available the week of April 1, 2018.
The deadline to submit articles,
committee news, announcements,
etc. is Friday, March 23, 2018.
Thank you.

THE ENVOY
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Emmanuel Friedens Church
218 Nott Terrace
Schenectady,
NY 12307
Emmanuel Friedens
Church

SICM Meeting at EFC

218 Nott Terrace
Schenectady, New York 12307

Emmanuel Friedens hosted the March SICM Assembly on
Tuesday, March 6. Program: "Workforce Shortages and
Challenges in Health Care" (It could have been
sub titled: "Why is there a six month waiting list for me
get a home health aide?") Thanks to all members and
friends of EFC who shared refreshments, who hosted the
event, and who helped with the set-up/ clean-up.

Easter Plant Order Form
To order a spring plant, a lily or chrysanthemum, or both, to decorate the sanctuary on
Easter and have for the Easter season, please complete the form below and return it by
March 25. Please make checks payable to Emmanuel Friedens Church.

Easter Plant Order Form
Purchased by:
_________________________________________________________________
In memory of:
_________________________________________________________________
In celebration of:
_________________________________________________________________
___ Lily
Cost: $11/each
Number of plants: _____
___ Mum* Cost: $12/each
Number of plants: _____
*Color of mum: ___white __yellow ___lavender/purple (please check a color choice)

As a Welcoming and
Affirming/
Open and Affirming
Church, Emmanuel
Baptist Church and
Friedens United
Church of Christ
welcomes and
affirms
all persons without
regard to sex, martial
status, age , race,
sexual orientation, or
abilities, inviting all
into membership,
mission, and
leadership.

STAY CONNECTED

______ Cash _____ Check (made payable to Emmanuel Friedens Church)

____ Will pick up plant(s) after the service
Please return the form by March 25.
____ Will leave the plant(s) after the Easter service
____ Would be available to deliver a plant to a homebound congregation member

March 20-Spring Begins!

A Vision for Our Journey

Plant Choice :

Total Amount:

March 2018

www.facebook.com/
emmanuelfriedenschurch

Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching,
Committed to
Growing hearts and minds;
Learning openness, courage and love;
Serving with our neighbors;
Pursuing God’s justice and peace;
Inviting others to share the journey!

