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From the Pastor’s Desk
Dear Friends,
As we begin the month of March, I am mindful
of our continuing journey in Lent! In journeying
mode, your pastor has spent the past several
days in the American southwest, including a
short visit (my first) over the border to Mexico.
It wasn’t vacation! I was taking part in a meeting
of the Board of Directors of the Baptist Peace
Fellowship/Bautistas por la paz, a group that
meets three times a year, and on which I have
served for the past few years. It was a trip
full of personal discovery, a journey to a
hard but lovely place.

Before we came back to San Diego, to begin our business meeting, we visited
the old “Friendship Park” in Tijuana, located right where the Mexican and US
border is. A small park centering on a paved circle that is on the border, a circle now bisected by a huge and imposing steel fence. I found myself praying
for a day when such fences are no more; when families divided by the fear of
nations may be reunited; when we no longer mistake our friends for enemies,
and our neighbors for aliens.
In San Diego, I was the guest of members of the First Mexican Baptist Church,
Latino US citizens who are in frequent contact with the land of their ancestors
and parents. My new friends described the ways they reach out, because of
their faith in Jesus, to families in Mexico who live in harsh poverty. They
choose to see their own wellbeing and prosperity as a blessing to be shared,
not a privilege to be hoarded. I received hospitality from the Munoz family
Cross on the Mexican-US that I can never repay. And I learned that our children had been participants at
Border
the same American Baptist Youth gatherings, just a few years past!

Members of the Baptist Peace
Fellowship Board of Directors:
(l-r) Rev. Michael Ware (former member of EFC),
Dr. Adalia Gutierrez-Lee, missionary to Mexico,
and Rev. Richard Harris

On the Mexico side, I was privileged to
visit with an American Baptist and Mexican Baptist ministry partnership that shelters women who have been abused, along with their children. In this extraordinary ministry (name and location undisclosed to protect the staff and residents),
women and their children live for a period of six months as the women receive
personal support, and enter into a time of personal pilgrimage-- learning life
skills and receiving job training, counseling, and most of all, a safe community in
which to heal and plan for their life ahead. The children, meanwhile, are able to
continue their education and receive support of their own.
Throughout this very brief visit, I was able to meet not only with staff but also
with the women and children who live in this community. Said one woman:
“Everything in my past is dead. I choose to live now and have faith in the future.”
As I listened to their stories, I was moved by the ways in which a little love, a
little insistence on justice and a little prayer can strengthen individuals, and turn
despair into hope. I was struck by the dignity, intelligence and detailed future
plans of a couple of the women I met. And I found myself deeply grateful for the
followers of Christ who staff and volunteer at this ministry, willing daily to put
their own lives at significant risk for the sake of others.
(Continued on Page 2)

As we at Emmanuel Friedens Church this Lent reflect collectively and individually on our faith journey,
we are surrounded by opportunities to make a difference in the lives of others, here in our very own
context in upstate New York. Already we begin, both with ongoing work some of us engage in agencies
we help support locally, and in our own church, with programs like our new “Last Saturday” brunch
with our neighbors.
I was reminded as I listened to the women of the ministry we support in Mexico, that to engage in ministry transforms us on both sides of the “border” between recipient and giver. Jesus-style ministry is
never a one way street; we often receive far more than we give as we enter into new relationships, risk
unfamiliar challenges, and share conversation with people who break through our stereotypes with humor, hospitality, hope and love.
As we move toward Holy Week with its physical signs of waving palms, bread and cup, water and
Word, I give thanks for the human sign that is each of you in your own way. For you are each indeed
Christ’s sign of a God whose heart is justice and love.
In the Peace of Jesus Christ,
Peter
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HOLY WEEK SERVICES

\

April 2 - 7 pm
@ Emmanuel Friedens

March 29
Our worship begins
@ 10:00 am

A service shared with
First United Methodist
Church, our neighbors.
A remembrance of
Jesus’ Last Supper with
his friends. The service
will include on offering
of communion and
foot washing.

(There will not be a
processional from
Veteran’s Park this year.)

Easter Day
April 5
Worship service @ 10 am
Easter reception and
Easter egg hunt for the children
following worship

Easter Plants Order Form
Purchased by:
_________________________________________________________________
In memory of:
_________________________________________________________________
In celebration of:
_________________________________________________________________
Plant Choice :

___ Lily
Cost: $11/each
___ Mum* Cost: $12/each
*Color: ___white __yellow ___lavender/purple
Total Amount:
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Mid –Week Services
Prayers for Peace

The Weeks Ahead in Worship

Maundy Thursday

Palm Sunday
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Number of plants: _____
Number of plants: _____

______ Cash _____ Check (made payable to Emmanuel Friedens Church)

____ Will pick up plant(s) after the service
Return the form by March 27.
____ Will leave the plant(s) after the Easter service
____ Would be available to deliver a plant to a homebound congregation member

Sunday, March 8: Third Sunday in Lent
Readings: Exodus 20:1-17, 1 Corinthians 1:18-25
Special Musical Offering from EFC Band and Singers
Sermon: Journey of the Cross-Foolishness or Wisdom?
Peter J.B. Carman, preaching

When: 7:00 pm
Wednesdays,
March 11,18 and 25
Where: EFC’s Chapel
Join us for times of informal
discussion, quiet contemplation
and candlelight prayer, as we share
our concern for Christ’s Peace with
Justice, in our world, our local
community, our workplaces
and our homes.

Sunday, March 15: Fourth Sunday in Lent
Readings: Numbers 21:4-9, John 3:14-21
Sermon: Journey of the Cross-The Sign of the Snake
Peter J.B. Carman, preaching
Sunday, March 22: Fifth Sunday in Lent
Readings: Jeremiah 31:31-34, John 12:20-33
Sermon: Journey of the Cross-Writings on the Heart
Peter J.B. Carman, preaching
Sunday, March 29: Palm Sunday
Readings: Isaiah 50:4-9a, Mark 11:1-11
Sermon: Journey of Resistance and Hope: Marching on
Jerusalem
Peter J.B. Carman, preaching
Sunday, April 5: Easter Sunday– We Share at Christ’s
Table
Readings: Acts 10:34-43, Mark 16: 1-8
Sermon: Consequences of an Empty Tomb
Peter J.B. Carman, preaching
Sunday, April 12: Second Sunday in Easter
Guest Preacher: Rev. Marian Shearer, retiring as our
UCC Associate Conference Minister

Pastor Carman’s sermons are posted on the
church‘s website under ”Sermons” and copies are
also available on the wall next to the office.

UPCOMING DENOMINATIONAL
EVENTS


The Latham Baptist Church invites all to the
ordination service for George Stefani, Sunday,
March 15 @ 3 pm. If interested in attending,
call 785-5678.


Hudson Mohawk Association (HMA) Spring
Mtg., Saturday, April 18 starting @ 9 am @
Journey UCC in Delmar, NY *


AB Women’s Ministries and AB Girls of NYS
Gathering, April 24-26 @ The Owego Treadway
Inn & Suites, Owego NY (forms in church
office)


UCC NY Women’s Annual Conference, April
30-May 2 @ the Watson Homestead Confer*We are seeking individuals interested in
representing the church as delegates to the
Spring and Fall HMA meetings, and to the
annual NYS Conference Meeting, June 5-7. If
you would like to serve, please contact Phil
Grigsby, our moderator
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION & ACTIVITIES
The youth group held their annual Damien Center Dinner on January 31. We had a
Super Bowl tailgate themed dinner including chili, chicken wings and soda. Nick made
up a football trivia quiz which was enjoyed by the crowd. We served over 50 clients
on a cold, snowy night. Participants in this year’s event were Margaret Mitchell, Nicholas Schneider, Davis Lent, Julie Suriano, Grace Lindenfelser, Emma Lindenfelser, Jocelyn McKinney,
June Schermerhorn, and Ruth and Greg Lindenfelser. Thank you for supporting our annual rummage sale which in turn supports our efforts with community service! ...Nancy Spencer.

Upcoming Youth Group Happenings
Sunday, March 15: The youth group will again be
baking Irish Soda Bread and hosting a reception following worship. See you all for some St. Patrick's
Day cheer!

Save the Date
Annual Rummage Sale—Saturday, May 16
Now Collecting , place your “STUFF” in Rm. 119
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
& ACTIVITIES (Cont’d)
Adult Sunday School Classes
for the Month of March
Our Lenten study this year is
based on the book, Journey Inward, Journey Outward by Elizabeth O’Connor. The author writes
of the church's vital balance of engagement with
self, God, and others ("journey inward"), and of
how it proceeds from this solid base of involvement with the needs of the greater community
("the journey outward"). As we enter a new
chapter of our journey together at Emmanuel
Friedens Church, reflecting on the relationship
between the inner and outer dimensions of the
life of faith is a timely thing to do! Discussions
are led by members of the congregation.

SPECIAL HAPPENINGS
@ EFC

Note of Thanks—Excerpt: “We are so delighted
that your youth Group from Emmanuel Friedens
Church recently sponsored the Damien Center’s
Monthly Member Dinner! The dinner was a great
success with over 50 people in attendance! Your
support is a vital part of the incredible response
to help those who are less fortunate in our community—and the often underfunded agencies, like
ours, who serve them…. Thank you so much Nancy for a very successful dinner!! Perry Junjulas,
Executive Director & Person Living with AIDS
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SAVE THE DATE
Family Winter Pool Party
Sunday, March 22
Schenectady High School
More information to come

Schenectady
High School Pool

SUNDAY – March 22, 2015
11:30 am – 3 pm
Pizza at Nancy Spencer’s Home
1:00 PM – 3:00 PM Pool Time
1445 The Plaza, Schenectady
$5/person $15/family

Sign-up Now!!

Our church volunteers making eggs and
serving fruit at our February 28
Community Brunch.
Many thanks to all who took part, as we
continue growing a much needed ministry
in our church neighborhood. If you would
like further information on helping out,
contact Cassidy Lent.

THE ENVOY
Issue 324 The ENVOY

IN MEMORIAM

Emmanuel Friedens Church
218 Nott Terrace
Schenectady,
NY 12307
Emmanuel Friedens
Church
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A Memory of Bob Eggleston

218 Nott Terrace
Schenectady, New York 12307

By Mary Lou Chotkowski
Mary Ellen Enright, who passed away on February
10, former member of Emmanuel Baptist Church.
Mary lived in the Atlanta, GA area at the time of
her death.
Alice Ellen Rozek, who passed away on February
17, member of Emmanuel Baptist Church since
1968. A funeral service was held at Emmanuel
Friedens Church on February 20.
Betty Joyce Matson, who passed away on February
22, member of Emmanuel Baptist Church since
1945. Betty lived in Omaha at the time of her
death. A graveside service will be held in the
Schenectady area at a later date.
Robert Burnett Eggleston, who passed away on
February 22, member of Emmanuel Baptist Church
since 1965.

Notes of Thanks
From the Rozek Families:
Gratefully acknowledging and thanking you for
your kind expression of sympathy . Tony Rozek,
Amy and Drew and our Families.
The flowers, the reception, Maria’s hard work,
Pastor Peter’s God given talents and the outpouring of love from all have made this week bearable.
Thank you, Amy
From the Eggleston Family:
Dear Friends at EBC, thank you very much for the
lovely floral arrangement. The flowers were a
thoughtful addition to Dad’s services. We appreciate your kind thoughts, prayers and support during this difficult time. Sincerely, The Eggleston
Family.

On February 26, Bob Eggleston was laid to rest after
a long and productive life serving the Lord and his
fellow man. Bob has been a part of my life since my
teen years, when he sang in the Emmanuel Church
choir. He was that young man up there with the
intriguing white spot in his hair. He and his wife,
Rosemarie sang in our choir until moving away several years ago. Some of my fondest memories are
of a good sized group of us call the Young Marrieds
Class. We met as a Sunday School class but were
also each other best friends. We met socially and
our children grew up together. We have lost many
of the group but some of us still keep in touch with
each other.
Bob was the consummate Trustee. He was the Bart,
Vern and Jim of his era. Always at church fixing, figuring the best way to do things and lists, lists and
more lists. Some of which we still use today to
figure square footage costs, what should be done
around the church and when. At my mothers funeral, Bob stood up and shared a story about her
“pink” Lincoln. It brought back fun memories of
times past. I hope that I will be able to share memories of Bob with some of you who didn't know him
but especially with those of you who did. Think I
will even pick up the phone and call Rosemarie, to
remember . .

Save the Date
Sunday, May 3
2015 Schenectady CROP Walk
Sponsored by Schenectady Inner
City Ministry and
Church World Services
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As a Welcoming and
Affirming/
Open and Affirming
Church, Emmanuel
Baptist Church and
Friedens United
Church of Christ
welcomes and
affirms
all persons without
regard to sex, martial
status, age , race,
sexual orientation, or
abilities, inviting all
into membership,
mission, and
leadership.

STAY CONNECTED

www.facebook.com/
emmanuelfriedenschurch

SPECIAL OFFERING
March Is the Month to Support our Ministries of Advocacy and
Justice Throughout the United States
Each year, we as a church receive a special offering that supports each national
denomination’s efforts in ministries of justice, compassion and grace. We invite
our members and friends to contribute to the American Baptist National Ministries offering, “America for Christ”, or the United Church Of Christ (UCC) national
offering that supports ministries of justice and advocacy throughout the US,
“Neighbors in Need”. We encourage you to support the offering of your choice!
Both denominations do great work.
We will receive both offerings throughout the month of March.
America for Christ: the theme of this year’s offering is Discipleship: a Journey of
Grace. The America for Christ offering supports the work of American Baptists in
areas ranging from children in poverty to refugee resettlement to prisoner reentry. “Your America for Christ Offering supports transformational ministries
that manifest the grace of God’s love to neighborhoods and communities
throughout the United States”
Neighbors in Need: The offering supports the UCC’s ministries of justice and
compassion throughout the US. Two thirds of the offering will go to support the
UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries to fund a wide array of local and national
justice initiatives, advocacy efforts and ministries that range from advocacy on
national issues like voting rights and to literacy efforts on the local level. The
other third of the offering supports the UCC Council for American Indian Ministries, including support of twenty-one congregations.
Whether you are a member of the American Baptist (America for Christ) or the
United Church of Christ (Neighbors in Need), your offering will make a difference
in lives and offer grace in action. Consider a generous donation!

