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I am often asked about the future of the Protestant “Mainline” and why I would 
want to involve myself in it, considering the fact that most younger people in our 
culture have voted it down by their absence.  Church tends to be far down their 
priority list if not completely irrelevant.   Spirituality is “trending now.”  Religion 
is not.   There are those who might compare church to something like an 8-track 
tape player; a quaint niche market on e-Bay perhaps, but certainly nothing with 
mass appeal.   
 

This is not to say there aren’t healthy congregations doing great work, and  Em-
manuel Friedens Church is one of them!  From where I sit, our continued vitality 
has less to do with maintaining traditional structures or systems of theology and 
more to do with how we look ahead and renew ourselves when necessary.   
Some might lament this shift as the dumbing down of the church.  Others might 
discover in it a welcome opportunity to march boldly forward, shouting the Good 
News.  I find myself in that latter category.   
 

It is the important work of every generation to create an expression of Christian 
faith that is its very own.  Those of us who are slightly more mature do not al-
ways appreciate that fact.  We are still here.  We have our own ways of doing 
things, our own accumulated wisdom.   We have made huge investments of our 
selves and our substance in this place, and we would like for someone younger 
to come along and preserve what we have done. . . and yet we must admit that 
this does not seem to be happening.   
 

Maybe we could find greater hope in something much more basic, more primary, 
and ironically far more ancient than what we have done in the last century or 
two.  Before there was anything at all called “church,” the earliest followers of 
the Way existed in what we might now call “communities of practice.”  They 
were more notable for what they did in spiritual exercise than for what they be-
lieved by way of doctrine.   They were subversive communities of compassion 
where people who needed it were shared with and cared for, fed and loved in 
ways they might never have been able to describe.    
 

This might have been all the church would ever become had Constantine not per-
formed his fourth century wedding of Church and Empire, a marriage that has 
endured for many centuries in many cultures, including our own.  This marriage 
has benefited neither church nor empire, so perhaps it is time to change course a  
 

Continued on Page 2 
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I was recently asked to be part of a Faith-Based Roundtable for the Girl Scouts of Northeast NY
(GSNENY).  The first meeting was just last month, at a church near Albany, and those present were from 
the Girl Scouts, other faiths and denominations in our communities.  It is always an honor and privilege 
to represent our church at these community groups, especially when it speaks to youth and faith.  We 
were given background information on the Girl Scout program and then moved to the My Promise, My 
Faith Awards.  Once everyone had the basics, we discussed how we as communities of faith can build a 
partnership with Girls Scouts through these programs.  Small groups shared what their ministries are in 
the community and what we do to reach youth.  These networking sessions were powerful, enlighten-
ing, diverse, and more numerous than expected.  We also noted the challenges our communities face 
when planning or implementing programs and engaging youth.  The fact is we are not alone in being 
visible in the community and yes, sometimes hitting roadblocks.  I will have a face to face conversation 
with two of the GSNENY administrators next week.  They want to find out more about us, because they 
were very impressed by the list of what we do in the community, especially with youth.  Some examples 
of what we may be able to offer are:  mentors, a minister connection, meeting rooms, award ceremony 
during worship, invitations to serve or participate in our special community events. 
 

These faith awards are an important part of the scouting tradition and it is one more way to be a visible 
partner in our community. 

From the Desk of Marcia L. Tolman 
Director of Christian Education 

Don’t be late for worship this week! 
Daylight Savings Time begins  

at 2 am on March 10. 
Set your clock ahead 1 hour  

before going to bed on March 9. 

bit by renewing ourselves in communities of faith, shedding the seductive trappings of ecclesiastical 
power wherever possible.     
 

We do not need to re-create first-century Christianity.  It is not possible to do that, nor is it even desira-
ble.  We live in the twenty-first century.  We can be flexible.  We can adapt.  We can hold our assets in 
an open hand, understanding cultural and demographic shifts.  We can find new energy by embracing 
change instead of bracing against it.     
 

We can become followers of Jesus, the ones who find deeper connection with God and each other 
through meditation, prayer, worship, and fellowship, and if we stay connected through these practices, 
we can also become the followers of Jesus who change the world.   
 

Sincerely,  
David Gregory        
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Once again the Christian Education & Activities Committee 
sponsored the intergenerational Winter Pool Party.  It’s one 
way to shake off the cabin fever chills for an afternoon.  On 
February 10, families gathered in Fellowship Hall after Sunday 
School to share a potluck lunch together.  Then it was off to the 
YMCA pool at Schenectady High School.  We had the pool to 
ourselves for two whole hours and all but a few jumped right 
in.  There was jumping and diving and swimming and splashing 
about.. Even though we changed our venue and format a little, 
folks didn’t mind. In fact, it was the best turnout yet.  There 
were 32 participants this year and everyone seemed to enjoy  
themselves. 

Winter Pool Party 

Thanks to Christian Education 

and Activities Committee,  and 

Marcia Tolman for  

coordinating the event. 

Christian Education News 
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Youth Group Happenings 

Mission News 

Special Offerings: On the following Sundays, 

March 17th and 24th, we will be receiving the 
American Baptist's America for Christ (AFC) 
Offering and the United Church of Christ's 
Neighbors in Need (NIN) Offering. 
 

This year's theme for the AFC Offering is 
"Building Communities of Hope" (Matthew 5: 
13-16). In these particular verses, Jesus talks 
about being the "salt and light" of our world. 
With the money raised through this offering, 
American Baptist Home Missions Society can 
support developing discipleship, building com-
munities, and pursuing justice. It also supports 
after-school tutoring, newly released prisoners 
struggling for better lives, pastors seeking con-
tinuing education, community food pantries, 
and more. For more information, please vis-

it http://www.abhms.org/afc/. 
 

NIN is about imagining a world without vio-
lence. It is a special offering that supports min-
istries of justice and compassion throughout 
the United States. One-third of the funds go to 
support the Council for American Indian Minis-
tries (CAIM). Two-thirds of the funds are used 
by the UCC's Justice and Witness Ministries 
(JWM) to support a variety of justice initiatives, 
advocacy efforts, and direct service projects. To 
learn more, please visit http://ucc.org/nin/. 
 

Envelopes are enclosed. For those that receive 
the ENVOY online, envelopes will be available 
at the church and, specifically, in the bulletin 
the weeks of the offering. Please give gener-
ously and thank you for your past support of 
these two offerings. 

Thank you to all the families and to Faye Bailey for coming out and sup-
porting Family Fun night.  We had a lot of fun playing kickball, tag, monster 
ball and having races.  We were able to have a board game night in which we 

played clue and pictionary while the younger kids made up their own games!  It was a fun 
way to stay active during the winter months.   Robyn Axon 

Thanks to Robyn Axon for   
coordinating the fun nights. 

Youth Group’s Rummage Sale 

Saturday, May 4—Now accepting items  

Bring Us Your Stuff! 

Denominational Gatherings 
 

 American Baptist Women and Girls NYS Gathering,  April 26-28, Holiday Inn, Auburn, NY.  The 
theme this year is “Living Stones.” Conference and room registration forms are due March 22.  

 UCC NY Women’s Conference, May 2-4, 2013, Watson Homestead, Painted Post, NY. The theme 
this year is “Shine On.” Registration form is due March 26.  

 

Information and registration forms for both women’s conferences are in the office. 
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 Community and World Initiatives 

 
 
 

One United Church on a shared path of witness for our planet earth during 50 great days of 
greening up, powering down, and shouting out for the environment. 
 

Launching on Easter Monday, April 1, 2013 and continuing for 50 days, congregations, colleges, seminaries, 
camps, outdoor ministries and health/human service agencies, all across the United States, will collectively 
contribute to ONE MILLION HOURS of engaged Earth Care. 
 

Whatever we do as individuals and as a community of faith will be counted, reported and publicized 
through social media.  This an opportunity to live out our commitment to environmental justice and join a 
collective voice by telling our stories related to earth care. 
 

If you signed up for the Ecumenical Lenten Carbon Fast you already have lots of ideas for helping our earth.  
If you didn’t get a chance to sign up, it’s not too late, here is the link http://www.macucc.org/carbonfast . 
 

In the weeks ahead, look for more information, posters, individual time cards and suggestions of how we 
will contribute to 1,000,000 hours of earth care.  
 

For more information or to volunteer in the planning of this initiative, please contact Marcia Tolman or  
Danielle O’Brien. 

 
Here’s a way to showcase how we live out faith in our neighborhood 
through mission, outreach, hospitality and justice.  Through Faith In, 
we become more visible in the community and to the world by shar-

ing stories of our ministry in Schenectady.  All that we do with, Mission 4/1 Earth, LGBT youth, Pride March, 
Carnival, School of Wonder & Mystery and more can be counted and broadcast through social media.  We 
already hang out banners and offer free programs for children; why not let those stories be heard far and 
wide.  Look for more details and information during the next few months.   For now, we invite you to join 
the Emmanuel Friedens Community on-line. 

1. Go to www.faithinproject.com   4.    Now you have a member profile for FAITH,IN 
2. Click on the JOIN tab on the top right 5.    Notify the office and you will learn how to join the 
3. Follow the steps until complete          EFC community 

 
 

 
Church News and Notes 

On February 17, Malinda Myers was featured in the Schenectady County  
Library— Beat the Snow Winter Concert Series.  The concert began with a hymn 
sing for the audience, that included several of our members.  Malinda went on 
to perform some of her favorite hymns as a tribute to the library expansion.  
Her accompanist was ill and our very own John Jones stepped in to play piano.  
She was also honored in recognition of her commitment to the Schenectady  
Library and especially the music committee. 



Our Ann ual Chu rch Picnic  
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The Tumbelstons, Lindenfelsers and McGuires 
would like to extend their thanks and gratitude for 

all the cards, food and good thoughts sent our 
way after Dad/Rai died. They helped sustain us 

and hold us up when we needed it.  
Thank you and Shalom! 

 
 

To My Faithful Tab Pullers, 
 

In June 2012,  I collected the tabs pulled the previ-
ous year intending to turn them into Predels in 
July. Unfortunately,  I did not reach that goal until 
February. 
 

I turned in  30 pounds of pull tables and received 
$16.50 @ $0.52/pound. Previously, I was given 
$0.40/pound. 
 

This will be sent to Cypress Shrine in Albany. They 
use the donations to assist with travel costs to the 
various Shriner Hospitals. These hospitals treat 
children with burn and orthopedic problems and 
they recently added cleft palate to their list.  
 

Thank you for your participation in this small  
project.  —  Ria Soellner 
 
The Hamilton Christian Student Fund, its purpose 
is to support post high school students financially 
to further their education. The Committee would 
like to remind students to get your application in  
to June Schermerhorn by May 25. Application 
forms for scholarships are available in the church 
office.  

 

SICM Emergency Food Pantry— There has been a 
15 % increase in need from 2011 to 2012. Volun-
teers and donations are needed. Food items 
needed are: baby food, soups, jelly, dry mixes 
(rice, soups, etc.). Or you could make a monetary 
donation which can be used to purchase food in 
bulk amounts at a much lower rate from the 
Regional Food Bank. Monetary donations can be 
placed in the offering plate on Sundays; check 
payable to Emmanuel Friedens Church and place 
a notation in the memo section of your check, 
“SICM Food Pantry.” 
 
The Northeastern New York-American Nuclear 
Society is sponsoring a community discussion on 
"Nuclear Power After Fukushima," presented by 
Michael Corradini, President of the American  
Nuclear Society and Distinguished Professor of 
Nuclear Engineering and Engineering Physics at 
the University of Wisconsin –Madison, WI.  
 

This presentation will discuss the accident at the 
Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power site following 
the Tohoku earthquake and tsunami which hit 
the east coast of Japan, and the future of nuclear 
power after Fukushima.  

When:  Wednesday, March 13 
Where: Emmanuel Friedens Church,  
  Fellowship Hall 
Time:   Coffee and cookies @ 5 :30 pm 
              Presentation @ 6 pm 
 

If you are interested in attending, contact Julie 
Tucker (nenyans@gmail.com or 395-6631)or call 
the church office by Monday, March 11.  

 

We would like to thank Julie for bringing this im-
portant topic to our attention, and we are happy 
to provide the venue for this event. Julie is a 
member of the American Nuclear Society as well 
as an active participant in our church.   

Church News and Notes (Continued) 

Community News 
 

Schenectady Inner City Ministry (SICM) -  
volunteer for a day of service, Saturday,  
March 9, 9 am-12 pm @ Faith Methodist Church,  
assembling Spring/Easter baskets for distribution 
to children who come to the food pantry. 

mailto:nenyans@gmail.com


To order plants to decorate the Sanctuary for our Easter service, please use the order form below, and re-
turn it to the church by March 24. The cost is $11/plant. Please return the form with your payment to the 
church by either dropping it in the collection plate, or mailing it in. If you have any questions, please call 
the office.  
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 HOLY WEEK SERVICES 

 

PALM SUNDAY 

March 24 
 

Blessing of Palms 
Processional with the  
downtown churches  

Veterans’ Park by 10 am 
EFC worship @ 10:15 am 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 

March 28 
 

Worship at EFC @ 7 pm 
Taizé Service  

Worship with our neighbors from 
First United Methodist Church 

EASTER SUNDAY 

March 31 
 

Worship service @ 10 am 
Easter Reception 

Easter egg hunt for the children 
following the reception 

During the Easter service this year, we will be asking that you please remain seated and quiet during the 
Postlude. This is a time that allows people to either meditate on the day's worship or just enjoy the music 
from our wonderful, newly refurbished organ. We thank you in advance for your cooperation and hope 
that you approach this change with an open-mind.  Please feel free to call me at 393-7460 or email me 
at snowstorm87@hotmail.com.     —  Cassidy Lent, Music Committee 

Easter Plants Order Form 
 

Purchased by:  _________________________________________________________________ 

In memory of:  _________________________________________________________________ 

In celebration of:   _________________________________________________________________ 
 

Plant Choice ($11 each): ___  Lily      Number of plants:  _____ 
    ___ Mum Number of plants:  _____ 

___ Would like to make a monetary donation toward  
       purchasing a plant for a homebound congregation member 

 

Total Amount:  ______ Cash  _____ Check (made payable to Emmanuel Friedens Church) 
 
____  Will pick up plant(s) after the service 
____  Would be available to deliver a plant to a homebound congregation member  

mailto:snowstorm87@hotmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

Community News (Continued from page 6) 

Ju 

As a Welcoming and  
Affirming/  

Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 

welcomes and affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, martial 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into   membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

Join us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/ 

emmanuelfriedenschurch 
 

Join us on our 
Facebook Fan Page 

www.facebook.com/pages/ 
emmanuelfriedenschurch 
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Next Annual Business Meeting 
Sunday, April 28 

Please plan to attend 

 
 
 
 
Calling all knitters, crochet artists and weavers!   We have been 
challenged to help fulfill a dream: turn the UCC General Synod 
into a landscape of bright colors to raise awareness about vio-

lence against LGBT teens, women, elders, people of color and others endangered 
by bullying. The goal is to provide and distribute 3,000 brightly-colored scarves to 
delegates and guests when during the conference in Long Beach, California, June 
28-July 2, 2013.  Each person at Synod who accepts a free scarf will sign a pledge to 
take an action against violence.  Let’s all start knitting and see if we can help the 
project meet its goal.  Every scarf we make will be sent to the project coordinator 
by June 1st.  Maybe we can make a few more for us to wear at the Pride March on 
June 9th.  There are brochures with more information on the hall desk and in the 
church office. 

Capital Region Theological Center Courses—Highlights 
 Social Media for Churches: The Why & How, Rev. Dr. Tim Coombs, April 13,  

9 am-3 pm, Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Loudonville. Learn why the 
church needs social media- Facebook, Twitter, texting- to communicate in  
today’s digital age?   $75 by 3/15, $90 thereafter. Reg. deadline: 3/27. 
 

 Distinguished speaker Matthew Fox, Occupy Christianity: A New Reformation,  
April 19, 7-8:30 pm @ First Unitarian Society, Schdy; April 20, 9 am-3 pm, St. 
George’s Episcopal Church, Schdy. Come hear Fox’s call to reawaken the bibli-
cally-rooted tradition we now call Creation Spirituality. $105 by 3/22; $125 
thereafter. Reg. Deadline: 4/3.  

RAINBOW SCARF PROJECT 

HELP THE CHURCH STAND AGAINST  

VIOLENCE AND BULLYING 


