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What defines us as Christian?
Dear Emmanuel Friedens friends,

Worship Hours
Sunday @ 10 am

It’s a matter that has been hotly debated for as long as the term
“Christian” (originally an insult) has been in use. If there hadn’t been serious disagreements and controversies over the question of what constituted genuinely
following Christ, Paul the Apostle might not have bothered writing his epistles,
and the Councils of the early Church need never have met. If there was ever a
consensus on the right answer to what constituted Christian, it had collapsed by
the time that Martin Luther and the first Anabaptists emerged in Northern Europe, and the not-so-holy Inquisition was well underway in Spain.
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Six hundred years after Luther, we Christians have graduated from killing each
other over theological disagreements to polite debates, and friendly avoidance of
hard conversations. Although, to be honest, we lapse on occasion into
“disfellowshipping” and name calling! For at the beginning of the twenty-first
century, Christians still strongly disagree over what it takes to be a real follower
of Christ. I recently rediscovered the uncomfortable truth that we still all are not
on the same page even theologically. In conversation with a beloved friend I
questioned the easy assumption that all Christians believe in the Doctrine of the
Trinity. Let’s just say he disagreed.
Through much of Lent, in our adult Sunday classes at Emmanuel Friedens, we
looked at the question of what Christian faith is, through different lenses. It reminded me a little of my last visit to the ophthalmologist: “Can you see better
through this one…or this one?” This seems to me a far more productive approach
than leaping to the “either-or” orthodoxies of the past. I appreciated the
thoughtful leadership of those who shared with us their thoughts and questions
around scripture, personal religious experience, community practices, ethics and
more.
And yet, a week and a day after Easter, I am left still puzzled over how Christians
(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)
all over the place who ALL gather in the name of the God of love and forgiveness, can differ so sharply over
what it means to walk with Christ.
There is not one right way to be Christians! But we are not likely quickly to abandon the things each of us
feel strongest about, as being marks of the “real” body of Christ.
I feel enormously grateful to be pastor of a church that prizes differences in belief and practice, and insists
on the right of individuals and local faith communities to differ openly and lovingly about what Christianity’s essence is. This goes hand in hand with our welcome of people of varying orientations, gender, race,
and wealth.
Differences of opinion, sometimes even in our Emmanuel-Friedens history, have tested us sorely! And yet
something unites us that is more profound than words, more coherent than a single confession of beliefs,
and more compassionate than a simplified list of do’s and don’ts.
Perhaps the best way to describe that uniting power is by heeding some words that pre-date the earliest
doctrine of the trinity, and arise out of one of the earliest squabbles in the still-young early Church. The
closing words from Paul’s second letter to the Church in Corinth express it well. “Greet one another with a
holy kiss. All the saints greet you. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with all of you.” (II Corinthians 13:11-13)
It is grace that unites us, not getting it right. It is a loving God who is our beginning and our end, not the
right concept of God. It is communion organically born out of the Breath of the Holy One, not the best
efforts of any planner, theologian or pastor, that brings us together as one.
For in the end it is not who we are, nor what we believe that defines us, but rather a living Spirit. To put it
bluntly: we get in trouble when we try to get it right on our own. Blessedly, we are not alone.
In Christ’s Peace,
Peter
************************************************************

IN MEMORIAM

Vaughn A. Jelenic
October 29, 1949- April 18, 2017
A member of Friedens
United Church of Christ since 1991

There will be a private funeral service conducted at the convenience of the family.
Burial with military honors will be in Vale Cemetery.
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The Weeks Ahead in Worship
Sunday, May 7: Fourth Sunday in Easter
Communion Sunday
Reading: Acts 2: 42-47
Communion Meditation: All Things in Common?
Peter JB Carman is preaching.
Sunday, May 14: Fifth Sunday in Easter
Readings: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16, 1 Peter 2:2-10
Sermon: Living Stones
Peter JB Carman is preaching.
Sunday, May 21: Sixth Sunday in Easter
Reading: Acts 17:22-31
Sermon: Altars to the Unknown
Peter JB Carman is preaching.
Sunday, May 28: Ascension Sunday
Reading: Luke 24: 44-53
Sermon: Rising to Forgiveness
Peter JB Carman is preaching.
Sunday, June 4: Children and Youth Sunday/Pentecost
Join us for a special worship opportunity led by our
children and youth, their teachers and advisors.
Don’t forget to wear RED in celebration of Pentecost.

Sunday, June 11: First Sunday after Pentecost
Readings: Psalm 8, 2 Corinthians 13:11-13
Sermon: Grace, Love and Community
Peter JB Carman is preaching.
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Committee News
** Dignity for All Donors Needed—Every
year our church proudly gives Dignity For All $500
Scholarships to area graduating high school seniors who have helped make their high schools a
safer space for LGBT students. Our goal is to raise
between $2,500-3,000 for this fund. We do not
want to cut back our scholarship awards, so we
are asking for donations. All donations will be
used for scholarships. If you wish to contribute to
this worthy effort, checks can be made out to the
church with DFA SCHOLAR GIFT noted on the
check or accompanying note. Drop off or send to
Maria in the church office. Thank you for any help
you can give! David Chancey, Chair Welcoming,
Open and Affirming Committee
Community Closet Clothing Sale – The sale was
held on Saturday, April 8 in our Fellowship Hall.
There was a pre-sale on Friday, April 7 for those
individuals who attend the community brunch.
The proceeds from the sale will benefit the needs
of EFC’s Outreach and Mission Committee/
community brunch.
They raised over $520. All clothing items were
priced at $0.25 each. Thank you to the following
individuals who assisted with the sale: Faye Bailey, Mary Lou Chotkowski, Sheila Freres, Joani
Jameson and her friend, Jocelyn McKinney, Karen
Salmon, and June Schermerhorm. And many
thanks to the coordinators, Nancy Spencer and
Robyn Axon.
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Christian Education and Activities
Adult Sunday Classes
April 30: Congregations have a long tradition of providing safe space and sanctuary to neighbors fleeing persecution and under threat of deportation. This threat has intensified in recent years, months, and weeks, and increases daily for our immigrant friends and neighbors. We’ll be joined by Joe Paparone, organizer with the
Labor-Religion Coalition of NYS and New Sanctuary for Immigrants, to discuss what Sanctuary means today,
and how we can help build a proactive movement for permanent protection, dignity, and respect for all.
May 7: Sister Linda Neil, CSJ, of St. Joseph’s Place, a ministry of St, Joseph’s Catholic Church, will offer a
powerpoint presentation on Be-Attitudes for Care of our Common Home which reflects on some of the major
themes of Laudato Si'.* Artwork for the presentation is by Marion Honors, CSJ.
* Laudato si' (Medieval Central Italian for "Praise be to you") is the second encyclical (papal letter) of Pope Francis. The
encyclical has the subtitle "On Care For Our Common Home." In it, the Pope critiques consumerism and irresponsible development, laments environmental degradation and global warming, and calls all people of the world to take "swift and
unified global action."

May 14 (Mother’s Day): Conversations on Feminism and Faith. How does feminism shape your faith? There will
be a panel discussion led by women from our congregation.
May 21: A Lively Conversation About Death, led by Pastor Peter (storytelling)
May 28 (Memorial Day Weekend): extended coffee hour –Faye Bailey will organize.

Children and Youth Happenings
Sunday, May 14: The children and youth of the church will provide Mother ‘s Day treats following
the worship service.
Sunday, June 4: Children and Youth Sunday - Save this Date!

Several children’s summer camp brochures are
available on the door next to the office. Once again,
Christian Education will be offering scholarships for
camps. Information will be announced shortly.
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Christian Education and Activities (Continued)

American Baptist Youth Retreat will be held the weekend of May 19 at Pathfinder Lodge in Cooperstown NY. The event is open to all youth in grades 7-12. This year’s speaker will be Rev. Michael
Ware, Pastor of the Webster Baptist Church, with music by Abnormal Worship Band. The cost is $40/
person and includes all meals. Registrations are due on May 15. For more information or to register,
contact Keith Griffin @ 518 747-4838 or @griffink74@gmail.com. Parents and youth, if you are interested, speak with Kevin DiPalma.

Denominational and Wider Community News


Church Women United’s May Friendship Day and annual meeting will be held at our church on Friday,
May 5. Refreshments will be offered at 9:30 am, program at 10 am. Theme: Kindling New Fires of Love.
Well known area storyteller, Marni Gillard, will be guest speaker.



Hudson-Mohawk Association of the UCC NY Conference will hold their Spring meeting on Saturday, May
13 at Zion UCC of Taborton, in West Sand Lake, NY. More information to come.



Capital Area Baptist Association (CABA) will host Healthy Congregations. The Lombard Mennonite Peace
Center will conduct the workshop on Friday-Saturday, May 19 (7-9 pm) & May 20 (9 am-4:30 pm) at the
Clifton Park Center Baptist Church. “The Healthy Congregations workshop is designed to improve people's capacity to calmly articulate what they think and value, and to act on that basis, while staying in
active relationship with those who may disagree. ..” Cost: $20 for workbook, $10 snacks and lunch.
Please contact the CABA office @ 374-0288 to register.




54th Annual UCC NY Conference Meeting will be held on May 25-26 at the Marriot in Tarrytown, NY. You
may register on-line: uccny.org
CROP Walk - 2017 Schenectady CROP WALK, Sunday, May 7- CROP (Communities Responding To Overcome Poverty) Walk—Sponsored by Schenectady Inner City Ministry (SICM) and Church World Services:
(CWS): The Walk will be held rain or shine. The 5K walk begins and ends at Emmanuel Friedens. Registration begins at 12:30 pm and the Walk kicks-off at 1:30 pm. It is a day of celebration and community
building as people gather and walk to raise money for hunger-fighting efforts in Schenectady and around
the world. A full 25% of the money raised remains in our local community and is distributed to food pantries including the SICM Food Pantry, the Community Crisis Network Center and Senior Meals Program of
Catholic Charities. The remaining monies are used by CWS, an ecumenical agency, to fight hunger
throughout the world. All church members and friends are invited to participate in the Walk, either as a
walker or to sponsor a walker with a donation. So, stop by the CROP Walk table on Sundays (April 30,
May 7) and speak with Joni Ogonowski and others-they want to recruit walkers and will take donations.
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Wider Community News
(Continued)
Saturday, May 13: Schenectady Pride –Sixth Annual
Pride Event. Founded in 2012, Schenectady Pride celebrates the many contributions of the LGBT community,
including the part they play in revitalizing Schenectady
via commerce, entrepreneurship, culture and civic engagement.
This event will take place on the Jay Street Marketplace
and is free and open to the public. Schenectady Pride
2017 is proud to partner with Mohawk Hudson - Planned
Parenthood and will co-host a solidarity rally to kick off
Pride. This year’s event will also feature a DJ, live performances and food/commercial vendors. Pride 2017 will
be held from 4:00 and 8:00 pm.
Sunday, May 14: Westminster Concert Bell Choir, one of
the best handbell choirs in America, will be performing
at First United Methodist Church, in their sanctuary at
3:00 pm. The Choir has performed on Public Television
several times as well as NPR and in Carnegie Hall. The
concert is free.
Please check the church’s bulletin board for
additional upcoming events in our community.
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PRIDE Events in June at
Emmanuel Friedens and
in the Community
Sunday, June 4: Capital Pride Singers return
to our church for a spring concert starting at
2 pm. More information will follow.
Sunday, June 11: starting @ 12 pm in Washington Park, Albany. Emmanuel Friedens invites you to be a part of the largest Pride celebration in upstate New York! The Capital
District Gay Pride Parade and Festival will be
held on Sunday, June 11 in Albany’s Washington Park. The parade steps off at 12 pm.
Once again, our church will be walking in the
parade as a group. After the parade, take
time to check out all the ongoing activities
throughout the park especially our exhibit
table. Please arrive at the park by 11:30 am if
you plan on walking. Look for the church
group near the step—off point (to be announced)
For more information about the parade and
festival, check out the website:
(www.capitalpridecenter.org)
Sunday, June 18: PRIDE Sunday Worship at
EFC

Happy 100th Birthday Catholic Charities!
We congratulate Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Albany which includes the agency that
works from our building, Catholic Charities Care
Coordination Services. We offer our continued
prayers to Catholic Charities for their very important ministry with some of the most vulnerable people in our community. The Care Coordination Service agency began working in our
building about 2 years ago.

10 12-2:30 pm NA
Mid Day Meeting,
4 pm Education
Coalition Meeting
@ EFC

9 6:30 pm
Worship and
Nurture Committee
Meeting
12

25 9 am-4 pm
Catholic Charities
Meeting, 7 pm Bible
Study Shaping Sunday’s Sermon

10:30 –11:30 am
26 54th Annual
27
UCCNY Conference EFC Community Brunch
Meeting,, Tarrytown,
NY (May 25-26)

20

13 9 am-12:30 pm UCC
Hudson - Mohawk
Association Meeting in
West Sand Lake, NY

31 12-2:30 pm NA Event:
Mid Day Meeting
May 7: CROP Walk @ 1:30 pm at EFC
Pastor Peter is out of town on vacation through May 6.

29 Office is
closed in
observance of
Memorial Day

28 9 am Choir
Reh., 10 am Worship, 11:15 am SS,
7 pm NA
30

23 6:30 pm
24 12-2:30 pm NA
Outreach and
Mid Day Meeting
Mission Committee
Meeting

22 6:30 pm
Church Council

21 9 am Choir
Reh., 10 am Worship, 11:15 am SS,
2-5 pm DiPalma
Family B-day Party,
7 pm NA

Sat

5 9:30 am– 12 pm 6 10 am-1 pm River
Church Women
Run Montessori Meeting
United Friendship
@ EFC
Day @ EFC

Fri

10 12-2:30 pm NA 18 5:30 pm OH!
19
Mid Day Meeting
Holy Hops @ Cella
Bistro, 5-7 pm River
Run Montessori
Meeting, 7 pm
Bible Study

16 8 am-1 pm
Mohawk
Opportunities
Meeting at EFC

15 7 pm ChurchStaff Relations
Committee
Meeting

14 9 am Choir
Reh., 10 am Worship, 11:15 am SS,
7 pm NA

11 7 pm Bible
Study ResumesShaping Sunday’s
Sermon

3 12-2:30 pm NA 4
Mid Day Meeting,
5-7 pm River Run
Montessori Meeting
@ EFC

2

Thu

1 7:30 pm
Trustees

Wed

Tue

Mon

7 -Event8 12 pm Niles
9 am Choir Reh., 10 Judson Circle
am Worship, 11:15 Monthly Meeting
am Sunday School
(SS), 7 pm NA

Sun

May 2017
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.

As a Welcoming and
Affirming/
Open and Affirming
Church, Emmanuel
Baptist Church and
Friedens United
Church of Christ
welcomes and
affirms
all persons without
regard to sex, martial
status, age , race,
sexual orientation, or
abilities, inviting all
into membership,
mission, and
leadership.

STAY CONNECTED

www.facebook.com/
emmanuelfriedenschurch
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Emmanuel Friedens Church
218 Nott Terrace
Schenectady,
NY 12307
Emmanuel Friedens
Church
218 Nott Terrace
Schenectady, New York 12307

June 2017
At A Glance

Sunday, June 4
Children & Youth Worship Sunday
Pentecost Sunday
Capital Pride Singers Concert
@ EFC
Sunday, June 11
Capital Pride Parade & Festival
12 pm Washington Park, Albany
Sunday, June 18
PRIDE Sunday Worship

Saturday, June 24
Community Brunch
10:30 –11:30 am
___________________

The June issue of the Envoy will be
available the week of June 4, 2017. The
deadline to submit articles, committee
news, announcements, etc. is
Wednesday, May 31 Thank you.

A Vision for Our Journey

Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching,
Committed to
Growing hearts and minds;
Learning openness, courage and love;
Serving with our neighbors;
Pursuing God’s justice and peace;
Inviting others to share the journey!

