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From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

A Legacy and a Future 
 
Dear Emmanuel Friedens Friends,  
 

“You and I have a common calling for today!  It is ours, with the help of God, to 
dig for the hidden treasure in this congregation and this city; ours to build and 
rebuild for God’s new future on the basis of the faithful actions and convictions of 
those who have come before us, and our own actions of the past.” 
 

When I began work among you, just one year ago, the first sermon I preached 
was about betting everything on buried treasure. On my first Sunday morning as 
your pastor, that’s a snippet of what I said. I don’t usually quote myself. However 
it is good to check one’s perceptions from time to time, and one year’s experi-
ence is a good start at a reality check.  
 

I remain as convinced today as a year ago that this church in fact contains a 
treasure beyond reckoning. Over the course of the year I have come to appreci-
ate the love and caring embodied in this congregation; the legacy of three dec-
ades of faithful labor by Larry Phillips and the continued debt we have to those 
who led the Emmanuel congregation and the Friedens Church before him in 
faithful social witness in downtown Schenectady in the 1960’s, ‘70’s and ‘80’s. I 
can see and experience the ways in which two churches have gradually over the 
better part of decades knit together as a single congregation.  A long heritage of 
joy in singing is evident every time we open a hymnbook together. And as I pre-
pare for a Pride walk in Albany and a Pride Sunday in church next month in June, I 
am proud of the faithful heritage of inclusion and empowerment this congrega-
tion represents.  
 

These things are but part of the legacy of Emmanuel Friedens Church. The ques-
tion before us today is how we buck demographic trends of mainline churches 
and a changing city and culture, and grow the ministry and witness and congre-
gation we are now.     
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Our treasure, it turns out, is not literally some pearl of great price, nor buried doubloons! It is a living 
thing: a spirit of love; a desire to walk as friends of Christ; readiness to take a few risks for the sake of 
justice; the fragile reality which is an intentional community consecrated for both activism and prayer. 
And this kind of treasure, to grow, must be tended and fed, taught and perhaps, like some plants (and 
all infants) even sung to. The one thing it cannot be is hoarded. For this treasure-trove was made to be 
shared. The First Epistle of John puts it this way: (chapter 4, verses 18-21) 
 

There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever 
fears has not reached perfection [wholeness] in love. We love because God first loved us. Those who 
say, "I love God," and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sis-
ter whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. The commandment we have from 
[Christ] is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 
 

Not long ago in an adult Sunday School session, your Emmanuel Friedens “Journey” group presented 
some ideas for our consideration as first steps in the treasure digging/growing department. There are 
both programmatic ideas, and some proposed first steps that are more general. The Journey group is 
very affirming of what’s happening with our “Last Saturday” brunches each month. We all hope it con-
tinues and expands as a ministry. The group suggests we develop 1-2 new small groups each year, with 
a focus on developing talents. An occasional coffeehouse for both church members and our neighbors 
seems like a good idea! More deliberate outreach and publicity is on the list of suggested  steps:  A 
publicity campaign; additional deliberate outreach to the LGBTQ community; and structured conversa-
tion about how our building might better serve as a tool for ministry.  
 

All these proposals are on the table! And there’s more. And yet we have no abstract or detailed long-
range “strategic plan.”  We are only taking first steps, walking by faith, trusting in God’s guidance and 
inspiration, dependent on the resources and energy of the real people who gather as Emmanuel 
Friedens Church.  
 

The love that casts out fear is in fact our living treasure. May our stewardship of the treasure be just a 
little outrageous and utterly extravagant in the days to come. That’s our inheritance from the past! It is 
also our calling for today and in the days to come.  
 

It’s time as a church to go for it! 
 

In Christ’s Peace, 
 

Peter 
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The Weeks Ahead in Worship 
 

Sunday, May 10:  The Sixth Sunday in Easter 
Peter J.B. Carman, preaching: Servants No More 
Readings: Psalm 98,  John 15: 9-17 
Guest Organist:  Iteke Prins 
Gift of Music: Mike Jessup (from EFC Band ) 
 

Sunday, May 17: Ascension Sunday 
Peter J.B. Carman, preaching: Proclaim Jubilee 
Readings: Psalm 47, Luke 24: 44-53 
Guest Organist and Choir Director: Iteke Prins 
Additional Gift of Music: Trevor Radez, piano 
 

Sunday, May 24:  Pentecost 
Peter J.B. Carman, preaching: Wake Up! 
Readings: Acts 2:1-2, Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 

         Celebrate Pentecost, plan to wear red,  
    the color of the Spirit 

 

Sunday, May 31: Trinity Sunday, Communion 
Guest Preacher: Rev. Jerrod Hugenot, Associate  
Executive Minister, American Baptist Churches of NYS 
Guest Organist and Choir Director: Margaret Randall 
 

Sunday, June 7: Second Sunday after Pentecost 
Peter J.B. Carman, preaching: The Question of  
Security 
Readings: 1 Samuel 8:4-20, Mark 3:20-35 
Guest Organist and Choir Director: Donald Ingram 
 
 

Sermons are posted on the church‘s website  
under ”Sermons”  and copies are also  

available on the wall next to the office. 

  

Welcoming a New Ministry 
 

Starting Sunday, May 10, we welcome the 
worship services of Schenectady Tabernacle 
(Koinonia Christian Ministries) and Pastors 
Theodore and Yolanda Ward at 1 pm in our 
Chapel. If you cross paths with one of their 

members, please give them  
a warm welcome. 

 

Baptism and Confirmation  
 

Are you a youth or adult interested in exploring 
your faith journey?  This coming fall, we will be 
offering our youth an opportunity to partici-
pate in a baptism/confirmation class.  For our 
American Baptists, this journey of faith discern-
ment culminates in the act of baptism or im-
mersion into water.  For our United Church of 
Christ folks, this journey is marked by confir-
mation.  Either way it’s done, this is an oppor-
tunity for our youth to explore their faith and 
how they will live it both within our spiritual 
community and out in our neighborhoods.  For 
adults who are also interested in exploring 
baptism or confirmation, please talk with Peter 
Carman.     … Worship and Nurture Committee 
 

**************** 

**************** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH NEWS & EVENTS 

Capital Pride and Festival  
Saturday, June 13 @ 12 pm 
Washington Park, Albany 

 

Emmanuel Friedens invites you to be a part  
of the largest PRIDE celebration in upstate  

New York? We will be walking in the parade  
as a group.  After the parade, take time to 

check out all the ongoing activities throughout 
the park especially our exhibit table. 

More information to come. 
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CROP Walk 2015  -The 34th Annual Church World Ser-

vice Crop Walk was held on Sunday, May 3 at our church. 
And it was a  beautiful day for the walk! Approximately 400 
people came out to walk the 5K route to raise funds for 
food pantries, including SICM’s Emergency Food Pantry.  To 
date, about 35K has been raised to fight hunger in our 
community and around the world. More donations are ex-
pected to come in. 
 

Emmanuel Friedens’ walkers raised $1,758 this year!  That 
may be an outdoor record!  Congratulations to Faye Saville 
who raised the most money! Many thanks to the following 
here at our church: to the generous sponsors who helped 
to raise money, and thanks to our walkers and volunteers. 
 
 

Recruiters: Joni Ogonowski and Faye Bailey 
Walkers: Faye Saville, Jan Grigsby, Karen Salmon, James 
Brown, Faye Bailey (who walked in spirit), and Joni.   
Volunteers: Also many thanks to those who helped set up, 
serve refreshments at the end of the walk, and helped 
clean up: Marian Shearer, Peter Carman, John Detwyler, 
Artie Loftis, Greg Lindenfelser, and all those who happened 
to see something that needed to be done and pitched in. 

CHURCH NEWS & EVENTS (Continued) 

Reception for Don Kerr— Emmanuel Friedens Church hosted a reception on Sun-

day, April 26 for Don Kerr to say good-bye and to thank him for his music ministry to 
our church since 2009.  Don accepted an appointment as Organist and Choirmaster at 
St. Mark’s Church in Waterville, ME. starting May 1. 

Choir members with Don (on left) 
Rev. Phil Grigsby and Don (on right) 

A great event and good refreshments! 
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Congratulations to Vern Scoville – Vern has been selected as Schenec-

tady County’s Senior Citizen of the Year. Across the United States, May is 
Older Americans’ Month and the Schenectady County Department of Sen-
ior and Long Term Care Services accepted applications of seniors who are 
actively engaged in their community for consideration of Senior Citizen of 
the Year, Schenectady County.  
 

To be considered for this award, individuals have had to contribute their 
time and experience (through professional accomplishments or volunteer efforts) to worthwhile projects 
or causes.  The nominee had to be over age 60 and a resident of Schenectady County. The Senior & Long 
Term Care Department’s Advisory Committee reviewed the applications and Vern was selected as Sche-
nectady County’s Senior Citizen of the Year due to his many volunteer services to our church, and the 
town of Niskayuna, specifically the Niskayuna Senior Center.   He (and June) represented Schenectady at 
the State event on May 5 at the Egg in Albany.  Over 200 seniors from across New York State attended the 
celebration.  Vern will again be honored at the Schenectady County celebration, which will be held on 
May 21 @ 11 am, First Reformed Church in Schenectady. 
 

For those of you who didn’t know, Vern was born in Nebraska and is a retired Nuclear Engineer (after 38 
years) from the GE Knolls Atomic Power Laboratory.  He and June (his wife of 61 years) have resided in 
the Town of Niskayuna for 41 years. They  have three children and six grandchildren.  He served in the 
U.S. Army for two years in Korea. He has been a community volunteer for many years and still volunteers 
today. 
 

Vern’s civic service began about 50 years ago, after joining the church. He began volunteering on various 
church committees.  After his retirement in 1992, Vern began taking on more volunteer pursuits such as 
helping widows from the church with home repairs. He has served on all church committees, taught Sun-
day School and was a youth group leader. The church voted Vern as a Honorary Lifetime Trustee in 2013.   
Anytime things are not working or leaking or needs building and repairing at the church, one of the “go 
to” persons is Vern. He was an active leader in social justice (1960’s) helping to accomplish race relation 
changes.  He was active in refugee resettlement, assisting families from Eastern Europe find housing in 
the Capital Region.  He supported making our church a Welcoming, Open and Affirming Congregation for 
individuals discriminated for LGBT lifestyles. Vern is a four-season volunteer yard hand. He provides lawn 
care for eight of his neighbors, spring through fall, and snow blows in the winter. For the past two years, 
Vern has been actively involved with advancing the services the town of Niskayuna offers to their local 
senior citizens. He and June serve on the Senior Advisory Committee-Town of Niskayuna. Based upon a 
sub-committee suggestion, which Vern was a member, the Senior Center membership increased from 35 
(2012) to 300+.  His passion for literacy is demonstrated by volunteering at a local book store and the 
Friends of the Schenectady County library. 
 

When Vern and June arrived in Schenectady, they wanted to get involved in a socially, conscious church 
(which they did) and immediately started volunteering. Vern said he likes to help others because he gets a 
“big charge out of doing this.”  Vern refuses monetary payment for his assistance and if people insist, he 
suggests they donate the money to the church. “Because I don’t charge, I feel good about that.”  
However, he has been known to work for an occasional homemade pie or a cider donut! 

CHURCH NEWS & EVENTS (Continued) 
 

 

 
 
 

You’re Invited to the Friendship Café   
First meeting – May 13, 10:30 am at Proctor’s Apos-
trophe Café – For seniors 60+ and caregivers to get 

together for social, educational and recreational 
needs. This new program provides participants with 

a new network, and an opportunity to meet new 
friends. For more information, contact May Forman 
of the Senior & Long Term Care office (382-8481). 

 

Interfaith Dinner with Bishop Howard Hubbard  
Recently retired Bishop Howard Hubbard of the Ro-

man Catholic Diocese of Albany will be guest pre-
senter at the Tuesday, May 19 gathering of the In-

terfaith Community of Schenectady. During  
Bishop Hubbard’s 37 years as Bishop, he was deeply 

involved in the interface of faith and social  
issues—compassion and justice, as well as  

ecumenical and interfaith engagement. This event, 
held at the Dominican Retreat & Conference Center 

@ 1945 Union St., will begin with a  
6:30 pm meal ($15);   

program (free) starts at 7:30 pm. 
To sign-up, please call 370-2150. 

 

Historic GE RealtyPlot Schenectady 
House and Garden Tour 

June 6-7, 2015 
12-4 pm 

www.gerealtyplot.com 
Pre-sale tickets available at  

Marty’s Hardware , The Open Door,  
  Experience and Lange Pharmacy 

 

“What a great opportunity to see inside some of the 
beautiful historic houses that once were called 

home by the first innovators and creators of  
General Electric in Schenectady!” 

 
Follow this link to find out where to purchase tickets  

and more… http://www.gerealtyplot.com/house-and-

garden-tour.html 
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 UCC New York Conference Annual Meeting*, June 
5-7 at Silver Bay, NY. For more information, check 
out the website, www.uccny.org/events. 

 

 Biennial Mission Summit 2015, An American Bap-
tist Gathering held on June 26-28, Overland Park/
Kansas City, KS.  Theme, “Share the Journey” Reg-
istration ends June 12. Check the website for com-
plete information, www.americanbaptist2015.com 

       Peter Carman will be attending the meeting. 
 

 Unexpected Places. That's the theme for the UCC 
General Synod 2015. This June 26-30, 2015, it's in 
Cleveland, Ohio! Check out the website for more 
information, synod.uccpages.org 

 

 Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America— 
       Summer Conference,  July 6-11, 2015 held at  
       Eastern Mennonite University in Harrisonburg, VA 
       This year’s theme is No Longer Strangers–  
       Crossing Borders for Peacemaking.  For more  
       information, check out their website: 
       www.bpfna.org/gather/summer-conference 
       Peter Carman will be attending the meeting. 
  
 

 
 

UPCOMING DENOMINATIONAL 
EVENTS 

*We are seeking individuals interested in  
representing the church as delegates to the  
Fall UCC HMA meeting, and to the annual 

UCC NYS Conference Meeting.  
If you would like to serve, please contact  

Phil Grigsby, our moderator. 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 

http://www.gerealtyplot.com/house-and-garden-tour.html
http://www.gerealtyplot.com/house-and-garden-tour.html


SAVE THE DATE 
 

Family Winter Pool Party 
Sunday, March 22 

Schenectady High School 
More information to come 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Summer is quickly approaching and it is time to start thinking about children’s 
summer camp! The Christian Education and Activities (CEA) and Children and 
Youth Committees have decided to endorse three camps this year; Pathfinder, 
Camp Fowler and Camp Scully.  Camp Scully is a day camp and may be appropri-
ate for children who are not ready for overnight. There are materials available in 

the church office but visiting the websites will provide more specific information (see below).  
 

It has been the policy of the CEA Committee to pay ½ of one week’s tuition for a camp. Funding can be pro-
vided in advance or as a refund, just let us know. In addition, the Capital Area Baptist Association (CABA) 
offers scholarships for Pathfinder.  
 

Camping is a wonderful childhood experience and we hope you take advantage of this opportunity for your 
children. If you would like to use our funding or if you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to 
contact a member of the CEA/Children & Youth Committees.      … Nancy Mitchell 

  PATHFINDER:  www.vpccministries.org, CAMP SCULLY: http://campscully.squarespace.com,  
CAMP Fowler: www.campfowler.org  
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION &  ACTIVITIES  

Youth Group’s Annual Rummage Sale 
Saturday, May 16, 9 am-1 pm 

LAST CALL, place your “STUFF”  in Rm. 117 
 

Volunteers are needed to help with setting-up, pricing items, and work-
ing the day of the sale. In addition, we need baked goods to sell. Please call 

the office if you can spend time volunteering; Set-Up /Sorting: May 7-11,  
Pricing: May 12-15, May 16, day of sale, cashiers, etc.   

Nancy Spencer and Sheila Freres will contact you with the specifics.  

Adult Sunday School  
 

May 3, 10 & 17: David Chancey will lead classes on Marcus Borg’s book The God We Nev-
er Knew Beyond Dogmatic Religion To A More Authentic Contemporary Faith  Synopsis: 
“How to have faith—or even think about God—without having to stifle modern rational 
thought is one of the most vital challenges facing many of us today. Marcus J. Borg, au-
thor of the bestselling Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time, traces his personal spiritual 
journey to the discovery of an authentic yet fully contemporary understanding of God.  

 

May 24:   No class– Memorial Day Weekend  
 

May 31: Journey Task Force Report—Further discussions   
 

June 7 & 14: Jeff Fletcher will lead classes on the history and impact of hymns. There will be an inset in 
the bulletin on May 17 and 24 asking you to list your favorite hymns.  
 

June 21: Conversation with  Pastor Peter.  (last class) 
As a Welcoming and  

Affirming/  
Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 
welcomes and 

affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, martial 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into   membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

STAY CONNECTED 
 
 
 
 
 

www.facebook.com/ 
emmanuelfriedenschurch 

 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, New York  12307 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, NY  12307 
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Nepal Emergency Relief - On Saturday, April 25, a major 7.8-magnitude 

earthquake hit Nepal's capital Kathmandu and its surrounding areas resulting in 
loss of life, injury and significant damage and destruction.  To date, over 6,600 
people have lost their lives and over 14,000 more have been injured. Mount Ev-
erest was also struck by deadly avalanches after the quake.  
 

We ask that you keep the families of Nepal, the emergency response workers, 
and the government in your prayers. Because of your earlier generosity, your 
gifts to the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering have already allowed both ABC 
and UCC to respond immediately to the devastation in Nepal. If you wish to 
make an additional donation, please choose one of the following ways: 
Donate online:  
ABC: www.internationalministries.org 
 

UCC: unitedchurchofchrist.nationbuilder.com/
international_emergency_relief_fund 
 

Or to Church World Services: www.cwsglobal.org 
 

Donate by check or cash: If you wish to donate through the church, you may 
make your check payable to Emmanuel Friends Church and designate in the 
memo section of your check either ABC or UCC Nepal Relief.  And if giving cash, 
also indicate for which denomination to donate to. 
 

A Vision for Our Journey 
 

Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching, 
Committed to  
    Growing hearts and minds; 
     Learning openness, courage and love; 
      Serving with our neighbors; 
       Pursuing God’s justice and peace; 
        Inviting others to share the journey! 

CHURCH NEWS & EVENTS (Continued) 

http://www.vpccministries.org/
http://campscully.squarespace.com/
http://www.campfowler.org/
http://www.internationalministries.org
http://www.cwsglobal.org

