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Dear Emmanuel Friedens Friends,  
 

Nothing is normal right now. 
 

As I write these words, it is Teacher Appreciation Day (May 5), in the middle 
of Teacher Appreciation Week.  In the middle of the eighth week of New 
York’s “PAUSE” in response to the COVID-19 Pandemic, it has never been 
more important to say thank you to our teachers. As the parent (and parent-
in-law) of professional educators, I am particularly mindful today of the enor-
mous burden being carried by teachers--along with students and families—
because of having to do school at home. In particular, we are all grateful for 
the efforts of our very gifted church members, family, and friends, who are 
engaged each day in doing what must often feel impossible.   
 

In the days ahead, let us make sure we accompany the words of gratitude 
with words insisting on equity in funding for all the various school systems in 
New York state. We must, in constructive ways, hold accountable our public 
elected leaders to provide full access to high quality education for all New 
Yorkers.  
 

Nothing is normal right now. All of us feel regret that school graduations will 
not happen as normal this year. A friend in Alabama, the Reverend Raymonda 
Speller, wrote the following wise words. “This graduation season many are 
grieving the loss of the traditional experience, and with good reason. But 
remember: Just because you don’t get to walk on display or have your name 
called aloud doesn’t mean you aren’t winning. GOD SEES YOU AND KNOWS 
YOU BY NAME!” 
 

Nothing is normal right now. Some of your fellow church members have been 

laid off; some struggle with isolation; others are working the equivalent of 

three jobs as they try to continue working from home, parent full time and 

supervise home-school. Still others have been trying to support loved ones 

dealing with the virus.                                    

(Continued on pg. 2) 
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We can’t pretend that everything is ok. And yet amid the struggles our friends and neighbors face, 
and what we experience personally, there is much to give thanks for.  
 

We give thanks for the courage of each of you. I am not talking about pseudo-courage that denies 
the reality of adversity or fear! I mean the kind of courage that looks fear in the eye; embraces ad-
versity and transforms it into challenge; and insists on pursuing Christ’s way of compassion, ser-
vice, and justice.  
 

We give thanks for the moments of laughter and joy that cannot be taken away. Nothing is normal 
but some things remain funny, and joy is resilient.  
 

We give thanks for the gift of love—divine love and very human love—that is the bedrock of our 
lives, that cannot be taken away.  
 

Nothing is normal right now. But as my Uncle Bruce recently remarked, we cannot know what the 
future holds. But we do know who holds that future. And for that blessed assurance, we offer 
thanks as well. 
 
In the Peace of Christ, 
Peter 
Peter JB Carman, Pastor 

 

 

(Continued from Page 1) 

  IN MEMORIAM 

Catherine J. Boyd (December 3,  1929— April 16, 2020) 
 

We offer our prayers for the family and friends of  Catherine J. (Cox) Boyd, who died on Thurs-
day, April 16.  One of our most recent members, Catherine had been for many years previously 
a devoted member of First Baptist Church of Schenectady. Her decision to join our congregation 
earlier this year was a moment of joy for us all.  
 

Plans are being made for a worship service in celebration of Catherine's life, to be held at       
Emmanuel Friedens Church at a later date, to allow family and friends to attend in person.  
 

Expressions of sympathy may be sent to the Boyd family: Ralph Boyd, Jr., 4150 Campbell        
Avenue,  Apt. L 207, Arlington, VA  22206.  
 

Donations in Catherine’s name may be sent to the following:  Schenectady Community Minis-
tries (SiCM), mailing address: PO Box 1049, Schdy 12301 or Sicm.us/donate,  The Southern Pov-
erty Law Center, Montgomery, AL, at splc.org, and Another Hope Children’s Ministry in        
Kampala,  Uganda via Global Giving at golbalgiving.org.   
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IN MEMORIAM (Continued) 
 

Margaret Rufer (May 27, 1921-May 4, 2020) 
 

We remember with gratitude the life of Margaret Rufer, who died peacefully on May 4. A partici-
pant in the Emmanuel Baptist Church since early childhood, Margaret was baptized and  became a 
member as a youth. She offered many gifts to the congregation she loved, for over nine  decades.   
 

We offer our sympathy to Margaret's son, Robert Jr., and all her family.  Margaret's funeral was a 
private graveside service at Parkview Cemetery on Thursday, May 7; Rev. Peter Carman officiated.  
Expressions of sympathy may be sent to the Rufer family: 2701 Salem Drive, Cinnaminson, NJ  
08077 

  

 Sunday Worship for May and Early June 

Because of ongoing public health mandates, worship for Emmanuel Friedens Church continues to 
be via Facebook Live on the Church’s Facebook Page (https://www.facebook.com/Emmanuel-
Friedens-Church-122934277889274/)  and Zoom, with a Zoom link and passcode to be sent to the 
congregation each week. We will keep you posted as we receive guidance from New York State 
and Schenectady County regarding reopening church facilities for public worship.  Currently, we 
plan to continue online only, over the next weeks.  
 

All worship services for the next few weeks will be led by Peter JB Carman, Pastor. Music is being 

provided by Michael Harrison, Minister of Music. We are grateful to Faye Bailey, Jamaica Miles, 

and Jocelyn McKinney for their assistance (and diligent attention to safety).  

For all worship services, a link is available on the church’s website, www.emmanuelfriedens.org 
 

Sunday, May 10:  Fifth Sunday of Easter  (Mother’s Day) 
Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 ; Reflection: Living Stones  
 

Sunday, May 17:  Sixth Sunday of Easter   
Reading: Acts 17: 22-31; Reflection: Not Far From Us 
 

Sunday, May 24:  Ascension Sunday 
Reading: Luke 24:44-53; Reflection: A Message for the Nations 
 

Sunday, May 31:  Pentecost   
Reading: Acts 2: 1-21; Reflection: Prophesy! 
 

Sunday, June 7 :  First Sunday after Pentecost/Communion Sunday   
Readings: Psalm 8, 2 Corinthians 13:11-13; Reflection: Tell Me If You Can 
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Communion Sunday: Setting A Table for Christ at Your Home 
 

As we came together in worship electronically on Sunday, May 3, it was for the first time sharing 

communion online as a congregation. The idea for Communion Sunday was NOT that a few have 

communion in the sanctuary while others watched. But each of you were asked to be a co-

celebrant in your home.  You were invited to share a picture online of the table you set or send it 

to Pastor Peter.  Below are a few communion tables. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Emmanuel-Friedens-Church-122934277889274/
https://www.facebook.com/Emmanuel-Friedens-Church-122934277889274/
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News From Our Committees     
 

Outreach and Mission-Brunch Committee: We are looking forward to our May brunch sched-
uled for Saturday, May 30. We have plans for a cook out with hamburgers and hot dogs. In the 
event of this needing to be a take -out lunch, we may be asking for donations of cans of soda and 
small individual bags of chips. In addition, we will offer salads and baked beans.  If we are allowed 
to gather, we will bring some tables out on the lawn for fellowship. 
 

If you have an interest in volunteering  at future brunches, please send me an email with your tele-
phone number to spencen@amc.edu.  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Grand reopening of the clothing rooms is scheduled for June 27!   
 

If you would like to make a donation,  we are always looking for the following: 
 

new underwear (any size) 
new socks 
soap 
body wash 
deodorant 
2 in 1 shampoo/conditioner 
shaving cream 
toothpaste 
toothbrushes 
feminine products 
 
A rummage sale is pending....please place donations on the stage. 
 

Thank you for your ongoing support. 
Nancy Spencer 

(Continued on page 6) 

The clothing room (s), yes, rooms are moving 
along! We are using one of the Sunday school 
rooms for children's clothing. All shelving is now on 
wheels and can easily be moved out if the room is 
needed for other events. Chris Spencer will be in-
stalling the carpet and the blinds should be in by 
June 6. Most all of the clothing is sorted. We are 
always accepting donations but at this time we 
have an abundance of women's clothing. We are 
always looking for men's clothing. Items that are 
most popular are tee shirts, sweat pants, sweat 
shirts and Pajama pants.  

Take-out lunches and other supplies given 
out at the last brunch, April 25 
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Update on Dignity for All Scholarships: Every year our church proudly gives Dignity For All 
$500 Scholarships to area graduating high school seniors who have helped make their high schools 
a safer space for LGBT students.  We do anticipate offering five such scholarships even though we 
cannot present them in person. Thanks for your ongoing support of this important act encourag-
ing welcome affirmation and openness, and gratitude for the leadership of youth throughout 
Schenectady County in advocating for safety, respect and inclusion for all, regardless of orienta-
tion or gender identity.  
 
 
 

  Thank You               Congratulations... 

  

Easter Plants 
 

We would like to thank Faye Bailey, Marilyn Bis-
grove, Greg and Emma Lindenfelser, and Nancy 
Spencer for delivering Easter plants to our congre-
gation members residing at assisted living/nursing 
homes and to members who are not able to 
attend worship services.  Of course, social distanc-
ing was followed. 
 

We would also like to thank Marilyn and Bart    

Bisgrove for their donation toward the purchase 

of these plants.  

Colorful Masks  
 

We would like to thank 
Debbie Gehman and Swarn 
Dhar (from Sri Sathya Sai 
Baba Center of Albany) for 
making masks and providing them to the church 
for brunch participants and church  members.  
There are still cloth masks available so if you 
need one, please contact the church office.  

 To Kathryn Replogle and Michael Andersons 
on their marriage on February 20, 2020. The 
church service was held at St. Paul’s Episco-
pal Church in Alexandria (Old Town), VA 
with a wonderful reception that followed at 
the Blackwall Restaurant in Alexandria. 
Kathryn and Michael met while working for 
Americorps five years ago. The happy couple 
now reside in Woodbridge, VA with their 
two, adorable dogs, and both  work in DC.  
Michael is the son of Jeanne and Ray Ander-
sons. 
 

Graduate News    
 

Coronavirus school closures this spring 
have upended the traditional pomp and 
circumstance of graduation for stu-
dents. It is important to recognize and 
congratulate those members and friends of 
EFC, who are  graduating from high school, 
college, graduate school,  etc. this spring.  
 

Please send the news to the church office of 
your graduate. Or if you have a relative or 
friend who has a child graduating, send in 
the news too. 

mailto:spencen@amc.edu
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Community News    
 
 

 

CROP WALK 2020: The annual CROP Hunger Walk organized 
by SiCM, was “virtual” this year because of the COVID-19 
health crisis. Even though May 3 has passed, you can still     
donate to the CROP Walk in two ways:   

 

 You can donate on line at the website noted below. Emmanuel Friedens is registered. 
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/schenectadyny/Team/View/130652/Emmanuel-

Friedens  and click on Teams-Schenectady CROP Hunger Walk  
 

 Alternatively, you can send a check or money order (no cash) to our church. Please make the 
check payable to “CWS/CROP” and Faye Bailey will make sure the funds get to SiCM.   

 
To date, Emmanuel Friedens has raised $ 2,135 in checks and online donations.  

                                     Thank you everyone!               
 

Together, we can help end hunger in our community  
and around the world !! 

 
 

Schenectady County COVID-19 Emergency Response Coalition: Schenectady County 

launched the Schenectady County COVID-19 Emergency Response Coalition to support families in 
our area during the Covid-19 health crisis. The County is partnering with The Schenectady Founda-
tion, The Boys and Girls Club, SiCM, and many other local, community organizations to address the 
basic needs of the community during this time. The main focus of the Coalition is delivering gro-
ceries and other essentials, while also identifying services offered by partner organizations for 
those with additional needs. Representatives from the County Department of Social Services will 
also be assisting  with shelter, temporary assistance programs and Medicaid issues. Staff  will  also  
have  information  about  resources available to address other identified needs  
 

If you live in Schenectady County and are in need of such services, call the Coalition hotline (518 
621-3536).  Or if you know someone who does need assistance, please pass on the information.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

As a Welcoming and  
Affirming/  

Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 
welcomes and 

affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, martial 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into   membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

STAY CONNECTED 
 
 
 
 
 

www.facebook.com/ 
emmanuelfriedenschurch 
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A Vision for Our Journey 
 

Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching, 
Committed to  
    Growing hearts and minds; 
     Learning openness, courage and love; 
      Serving with our neighbors; 
       Pursuing God’s justice and peace; 
        Inviting others to share the journey! 

https://www.crophungerwalk.org/schenectadyny/Team/View/130652/Emmanuel-Friedens
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/schenectadyny/Team/View/130652/Emmanuel-Friedens

