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Dear Emmanuel Friedens Friends, 
 

Your congregation has gotten off to a fine start again this fall, with a series of 
special events this past month that you’ll find covered here. We joyfully honored 
Larry Phillips as our Pastor Emeritus on October 11. On October 18, we wel-
comed friends from both Emmanuel House (a Mohawk Opportunities residential 
community) and Emmanuel Baptist Church in Albany, as we joined together for 
our annual Fall fun outing at Riverview Orchard.  Behind the scenes, Mary Lou 
Chotkowski led a group effort to clear out old “treasures” from the lower level of 
the church building—take a look sometime! The halls are remarkably clear of 
clutter! 
 

On October 23 and 25, we were joined by Keith Lewis, who grew up in this con-

gregation. The co-producer of “For the Bible Tells Me So,” a film documenting 

the harsh use of the Bible to condemn homosexuality, he watched the movie 

with us Friday night. Sunday morning after church we shared in conversation 

about the way silence, like words, can function to re-enforce harmful and tradi-

tional teachings of the Church. The event got good press coverage, and we were 

joined by a variety of individuals from the wider community.  The event was also 

attended by an anonymous blogger, who used the event to launch one more 

attack on Welcoming, Open and Affirming churches. However, even he had to 

acknowledge how warmly the congregation received him and those who attend-

ed with him. It’s my prayer that ultimately that kind of love in action will pene-

trate the hearts of those who feel obliged to use extremely negative and often 

hurtful words of condemnation.  
 

As we enter the month of November, we have just celebrated our eleventh, free 

community brunch, held on the last Saturday of the month! I am grateful to all 

the volunteers who help with this event, an opportunity to welcome brothers 

and sisters-- not as clients or consumers but as our honored guests and neigh-

bors. I am particularly grateful for the leadership of Cassidy Lent, our Outreach 

and Mission Chair.  She is in the process of turning the leadership of a new  
                       (Continued on page 2)  
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Brunch Subcommittee over to new co-chairs, Robyn Axon and Nancy Spencer.  Robyn and Nancy have 
been integrally involved with the Brunch since its inception in December of last year, and we are grate-
ful to them for willingness to step up to take on a coordinating role.  
 

November is also stewardship month! Keep your eyes open for your pledge invitations, due out in the 
mail very soon!  
 

On Saturday, November 21, we will share in a joint one day retreat with Emmanuel Baptist Albany enti-
tled “Faithing Up to Racism.” While the official deadline for signing up is past, we will find a way if you 
missed the publicity and still want to attend! Give the church office a call. 
 

In all these aspects of our life together I feel blessed to be your pastor in this lively, faithful, and coura-

geous congregation. May we in the days ahead remain attuned to the God of Love who is among us. 

In Christ’s Peace, 
Peter 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, November 1-All Saints’ Sunday -  We share Communion at Christ’s Table: Our theme is Salt 
and Light, in worship we will offer memories of the very real saints among us, and gather intentions for 
the use of our personal gifts! Personal reflections by five church members. Reading: Matthew 5:1-14. 
 

Sunday November 8-Guest Preacher Rev. Kathy Donley from Emmanuel Baptist Church in Albany: 
She will be preaching on passages from the Book of Ruth. Peter Carman will be preaching in Albany to 
that congregation. Rev. Donley will be engaging in conversation about the topics raised in her sermon 
during Adult Church School. 
 

Sunday, November 15 - Pledge Sunday: We dedicate our intentions for financial stewardship for the 
coming year, 2016. Sermon: Grace Shared, Peter JB Carman preaching, Reading: I Samuel 1: 4-20 
 

Sunday, November 22-Thanksgiving Sunday: Sermon: And All These Things Will Be Given,  Peter JB Car-
man preaching, Reading: Matthew 6:25-33 
 

Sunday, November 29-First Sunday in Advent: Lighting the Candle of Hope, Sermon: A Candle in the 
Night, Peter JB Carman preaching, Reading: Luke 21:25-36 
 

Sunday, December 6-Second Sunday in Advent:  Lighting the Candle of Peace, Communion Sunday,  
Peter JB Carman preaching, Meditation:  Voices from the Edge, Reading: Luke 3:1-6  
 

(Continued from page 1) 

Upcoming Sundays 
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Rev. Larry Phillips Honored as Pastor Emeritus 
In honor of three decades of faithful service; 
caring pastoral and personal relationships; 

the facilitation of two congregations  
coming together as one; 

and courageous readiness to speak truth as he saw it, 
with compassion and love: 
We name J. Larry Phillips as  

Pastor Emeritus of Emmanuel Friedens Church. 
We pledge ourselves to take continued interest in;  

personally support; and pray for 
Larry and his family. 

We herewith express our gratitude to God for his ministry  
and their place in shaping the life of this congregation. 

 

Sunday, October 11, 2015, Schenectady, New York 
 

On October 11, 2015, after almost three decades of ministry at Emmanuel 
Baptist and then Emmanuel Friedens Church, authorized by vote of the 
Church Council, the congregation honored the Reverend Larry Phillips by 
naming him as Pastor Emeritus. We also honored Larry’s 40th anniversary 
of ordination to ministry. Church members Faye Saville, Vern Scoville and 
Jocelyn McKinney spoke movingly of Larry and Faye Phillips’ time with the 
church. We are indeed grateful for many years of faithful and courageous 
leadership. A brief and heartfelt response was spoken by Larry.    
 

A reception followed worship, coordinated by Faye Saville with food  
contributions from many church members and friends.  Thanks to 
you all.  
 
 

Excerpts from Vern Scoville’s remarks: “I have known Larry since he came here to be our pastor 

about 30 years ago. He indeed was our pastor but he also became one of my best friends.   So you see I 
might be a bit biased in what I say.  Biased or not, it is truthful.” 
 

“In the past year since Larry’s retirement we, the church, have had a number of discussions about plans 
for the future and where we are going.  During these discussions I have often wondered “just how did we 
get to where we are now.”  I can tell you from personal experience that as a church we are not like we 
were 60 years ago when I came here.  My perception is that this church took a right turn in its journey 
when Jim Miller  came in 1965.  He transformed us from a racist society to the opposite and then Jim 
Stumbo, the next minister, introduced us to issues of mental health from which MOMH was founded.  
Now, Larry Phillips appears on the scene.  How to condense 30 years into ten words or less? …  

(Continued on page 4)  

Special Event 

Larry Phillips with Peter JB Carman,  
current pastor of Emmanuel Friedens 
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Larry kept us on the same road going in the same direction but added a few new inputs to broaden the path.  
So some specifics-Larry maintained close relationships with the black community, other churches and pas-
tors, community organizations such as Planned Parenthood and he supported MOMH who had offices in our 
building.  Larry also was instrumental in our becoming a Welcoming and Affirming Church and this was es-
pecially difficult because he had to quote” Sell the church members’ on the idea and also establish his posi-
tion with other church and clergy which was often very negative.” 
 

“...Larry was always there in a time of need.  This personal caring was special….” 
 

“Larry was an outstanding preacher. In the few times I went elsewhere for a Sunday sermon I would wonder 
why the particular preacher was so poor and then I realized that preacher wasn’t so poor but my standard 
was high having been listening to Larry.  My wife, June, used to say Larry was a teacher in his sermon 
presentation. Maybe we should have called him Rabbi since one of the definitions of Rabbi is teacher….” 
 

“I have file folders at home titled “Larry’s plumbing,” “Larry’s Garage Wiring,” “how to crawl under Larry’s 
house and putting a roof on Larry’s house.   And Larry has information, if not in folders, in his head on how 
to fix Vern’s tractor and cutting down Vern’ trees with a chain saw.  During these times that we spent work-
ing together, I not only got to know Larry but also his family.  Most every project in some way would involve 
Faye either as an extra hand or giving direction on what to do… At Larry’s place there always would come a 
time that Larry would call out from the far corner of the basement to Faye saying “Honey would you bring 
me the blow torch” and Faye would bright and smiling get it for him…” 
 

“Yes, Larry of all the people I know who might be named Emeritus, you deserve to be one for Emmanuel-

Friedens Church.” 

Special Event (Continued) 

A Note of Thanks from Larry and Faye 
 

As Faye and I entered the sanctuary on Sunday, October 11, it felt like we were returning home. There was a 
spirit of gentleness, compassion and appreciation that filled that sacred space. God’s very breath, spirit, and 
presence were palpable. I am speechless (which is pretty rare) when it comes to adequately expressing our 
gratitude for your honoring me with the title of Pastor Emeritus.  
 

The 13th Century philosopher, theologian and mystic Meister Eckhart once said that the only genuine prayer 
is, “Thank you.” “Thank you” is my sincere and prayerful response to your decision to acknowledge my near-
ly thirty years of ministry with Emmanuel Friedens. It feels like the right thing at the right time and you will 
never know how deeply appreciative I am. 
 

I want to thank Peter for supporting the Church Council’s recommendation and for his leadership in creating 
the perfect worship service for this occasion. His graciousness and willingness to include me in Emmanuel 
Friedens’ ongoing ministry has overwhelmed me.  Thank you to Faye Saville who once again made certain 
the reception was a special occasion for us. Thank you to  Phil Grigsby for his continual support and leader-
ship as Church Moderator. As  always, a class act! T hank you to Vern Scoville and Jocelyn McKinney for their 
willingness to share personal  stories that Faye and I will forever carry in our hearts.       (Continued on page 5) 
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And thank you to all those who made a special effort to be present that morning.  
 

While I was listening to Jody, Mike, James and Danielle sing, “We Shall be Free,” I thought how special a 
place Emmanuel Friedens truly is. Please know that as a church you are so very, very gifted and that you cre-
ate a unique worship experience that is not duplicated by any other worship community.  God has called you 
to a special ministry.  
 

I encourage you to heed the charge Peter placed before us in the conclusion of his sermon on Sunday, “As we 
today celebrate the persistent and faithful witness of this congregation and one pastor over the course of 
three decades, may we renew our commitment to nonconformity and transformation. There is a different 
kind of revolution coming! This one starts small, starts within...starts here.”   
 

Again, Faye and I thank you for this honor and for the privilege of serving you for nearly three decades. We 
are humbled and blessed. 
 

Love, 
Larry and Faye 

Special Event (Continued) 

Advent 2015-Highlights 
Our Theme“Candle in the Night” 

 
Gift Tags— Gift tags are gift requests for children and for residents of the Glendale Home served by the 
Schenectady Christmas Bureau. You will be invited to take a gift tag on Sunday, November 22 and Novem-
ber 29. Please return the unwrapped gift, with the tag securely fastened to the gift, by Sunday, December 6 
to be placed underneath our Christmas tree in the sanctuary. In lieu of purchasing a gift, you may give a 
monetary contribution. We thank you for your kindness and generosity. 
 

Advent Mid-Week Services - The Candles We Light  on Wednesday Nights with Emmanuel Friedens Church. 
 

When:    7:00 to 7:45 PM Wednesday evenings,  
     December 2, 9 and 16 
 

What:     Candlelight Services with prayer, meditation and music  
 

Hanging of the Greens will be a part of our worship service on Sunday, December 13. 
 

Christmas Reception and Dinner will be held on Sunday, December 20 following the worship service. A re-
ception will be held in the Board Room followed by dinner in Fellowship Hall. There will no Christmas Eve 
reception.  
 

Christmas Eve service will be held at 8 pm.  

 

 
 

 
 

Fall, Family Fun Day with Emmanuel Friedens,  
Emmanuel Baptist Church of Albany  

and Emmanuel House 
 

The afternoon of Sunday, October 18th featured a wonderful 

and well-attended hayride and hot dog roast with friends 

from Emmanuel Friedens, along with friends from Emmanu-

el Baptist Church in Albany and Emmanuel House, the Mo-

hawk Opportunities residential community named for Em-

manuel Baptist Church of Schenectady. Well-fed and well 

warmed by the fire on a  cool October Sunday afternoon, we 

made new acquaintances, made well-roasted and sticky 

s’mores and enjoyed the view from a hay wagon that trun-

dled around through Riverview Orchard. Thanks to everyone 

who took part, and to Maria Puccio and Rich Soellner for co-

ordinating the event,  and  to Faye Bailey for making sure we 

had enough skewers for the 

larger than usual crowd.  
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Christian Education &  Activities  

“A little cold but one of 

the best Fall,  fu
n days!” 



 

Page 7  Issue 331  The ENVOY  

 

   

 

 

  
 

Did You Know... 
 

We are still collecting household items on an ongoing basis. Things like sheets, blankets, dishes, pots, pans, 
silverware are all needed in the community. If you have any extra consider dropping it off. We will see it 
goes to good use. Thanks again for always being responsive to our community needs!.. Nancy Spencer 
 

 

 

On Saturday, October 3, our Youth 
Group held their annual clothing 
sale and with all the clothes and ac-
cessories lined up on the tables and 
hung on clothing racks in Fellowship 
Hall (what a sight!). A big thank you 

to all who helped* and/or donated to our annual 
community clothing sale. We are happy to report 
that the total collected was $608; now that's a lot of 
clothing sold at $0.25 an item!  
 

The youth are again adopting a family through Cath-
olic Charities this year for holiday gift giving. In addi-
tion to this, we are teaming up with Raindrop's clos-
et, a service to help homeless with clothing and 
household items. We will be helping to host a Christ-
mas party for homeless children and teens right here 
at EFC.  Money raised from the clothing sale will help 
fund both of these projects. This is our way of 
"Paying it Forward"! … Nancy Spencer, Youth Group 
Leader 
  
*Freddie Anderson, Robyn Axon, Faye Bailey, Mary 
Lou Chotkowski, Sheila Freres, Jocelyn McKinney, 
June Schermerhorn, Marian Shearer, Rich Soellner, 
and Joann Vanderhule, and all who contributed 
baked goods. 
 

A big thanks to the  
Youth Group and  
Nancy Spencer! 

 

Christian Education &  Activities 
(Continued)  

Save the Date:  Parents’ Day Out, Sunday, November 29, More Information to come! 

Check out with Faye. 

The clean-up crew! 
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A Request from the Niles Judson Missionary Circle — They are once again collecting  boxes of 

Whitman’s chocolate (12-16 oz) for the mothers who visit the City Mission of Schenectady at Christmas 
time to select gifts for their children. They don’t expect anything for themselves so imagine their surprise 
when they are given a box of chocolate as a gift for mother! Last year, CVS pharmacy offered two boxes for 
the price of one. Hopefully, they will do the same this year.  
 

Please bring your chocolate to the church office by December 7. Take pleasure in the delicious gift you are 
giving to a child's mother! Thank you for your generosity.  
 

In addition, we continue to collect all unused greeting cards and 2016 calendars for the City Mission. Please 
drop them off at the church office. Thank you.   … Josephine Cristy, President 
 

The next meeting of the Circle is Monday, November 9.  Bring your lunch to the meeting at 12 noon in the 
Board Room. Join them to hear Faye Saville tell us about her unusual experiences- funny, ridiculous, seri-
ous- she has had in the various positions held by her in the church. All women are welcome!  
 

Worship and Nurture is pleased to announce Breaking Bread Together meals. There are three different 

hosts who have offered up dates, times and locations.  Please see the sign-up sheets in the chapel hallway 
and pick a time (there are two remaining, Nov. 14, or Nov. 22) and a place to share some good food and 
fellowship.   

Christian Education &  Activities 
(Continued)  

Adult Sunday School  

 

November 8:     Rev. Kathy Donley will lead a sermon talk-back following her sermon from the  
   Book of Ruth. 

November 15:   Giving Thanks-A discussion of what brings joy and thankfulness to you? What  
   restores joy in troubled times? Then, an open mic time.  

November 22:  Salvations-Salvation is one of those words that we assume we understand. But it  
   has very different meanings for different people.  Rev. Carman will lead the class.  

November 29,  
December 6,  13: Advent Series:   “A Candle in the Night” is our theme.  
    How are people of faith a light to the community? Our guests from other faith com

   munities will speak in a personal way on hope, peace and love.  What lights their  
   candle and do how they keep it lit? Our guests will include Rev. Robert Long, retired 
   United Methodist Pastor and President of the Interfaith Community of Schenectady 
   and Rev. Vicki Brooks, Director of Religious and Spiritual Life and Campus   
   Protestant Minister, Union College  

 

December 20 and 27:  No classes 

From Our Committees and Church Groups 
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Outreach  and Mission, Brunch Committee 
Nancy and I were very pleased with the turnout for this month's brunch.  We served 97 people!  We are so 
grateful for the generous donations of candy from our church family.  We were able to make up treat bags 
to hand out to all the children.  Thank you to Marilyn Bisgrove, Nancy Spencer, Evelyn Kaufman and Mike 
Axon for making chili.  It was a big hit.  We did not have any left.  Thank you to Bruegger's Bagels on Union 
St. and Price Chopper on Eastern Parkway for donating bagels and soup containers.  We are also so grateful 
for all of the volunteers that help out in the kitchen and in the dining area along with our door greet-
ers.  These brunches could not take place without your dedication each month.  We are also very grateful 
to Maria and Dave for all of their hard work in helping to set up for brunch and send out notices each 
month. 

 We are sad to say goodbye to Marion Shearer but we 
are so thankful for all of your help and suggestions that 
you have offered these past few months.  We wish you 
the best in your new adventure.   
 

We are excited to have our own community brunch 
room behind the stage.  We thank Sheila Freres for do-
nating a refrigerator.  We will soon be applying for a 
grant!   
 

The next brunch is scheduled for the Saturday after 
Thanksgiving.  We are hoping to serve pie at this brunch 
and would appreciate donations of pies.  Please let  

Nancy or myself know if you are interested in baking a pie.  We 
will be having a committee meeting in a couple of weeks.  If you 
are interested in serving on the committee, please let us know.      
...Robyn Axon and Nancy Spencer 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Our Committee and Church Groups 
(Continued) 

Pies Needed 
For the November 

Brunch! 

The Kitchen Crew 
(Marian, June and Arleen) 
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NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

We extend our congratulations to Charlie Lent and Edwin 
Reyes who were married at our church last Saturday,  

October 31. We wish them a long and happy life together. 
_______________ 

 
 
 
 
 

Annual Meeting 
Capital Area Baptist Association (CABA) 

November 14 @ Latham Community Baptist Church 
Registration ($15) begins @ 8:30 am; program from 9:30 

am-12:45 pm, lunch is included  
RSVP by Tuesday, November 10 to Sandy Rogers,  

CABA Office (374-0288) 
 

Service of Ordination-Installation 
For Emily Otto 

(Hudson-Mohawk Association of the  
United Church of Christ) 

Saturday, November 21 @ 4 pm 
Presbyterian-New England Congregational Church 

Saratoga Springs, NY 

_________ 
 

Stockade-athon - Sunday, November 8 
 

It’s that time of year again for the annual Stockade-athon 
foot race. The race will be held this Sunday, November 8 
beginning at 8:30 and finishing around 10:30 am.  In order 
to get to the church, you must enter from the intersec-
tion of Nott Terrace and State Street. We have been as-
sured by the Schenectady City Police Traffic Bureau that 
members will be able to enter at this point.  Just tell the 
officer that you are coming to Emmanuel Friedens and 
you will be let through onto Nott Terrace. Check out the 
website, www.stockadethon.com or the newspaper for a 
detailed list of street closures and times.  
 

 

 

Grace and Race: What is a faith-filled re-
sponse to racism and racial tension? Led by 
Rev. Dr. Traci West, Professor of Ethics and 
African American Studies at Drew University 
Theological School, Saturday, November 7 
from 10 am-12 pm at First United Method-
ist Church in Schenectady. This event is free 
and open to all who wish to participate.  
 
SICM Annual Harvest for the Pantry Dinner 
This year’s “Harvest for the Pantry” will be 
held on November 8, 2014 from 4-7 pm at 
First Reformed Church of  Scotia, 224 North 
Ballston Avenue, sponsored by SICM, of 
which our church is a member.   
 

Everyone is welcome to attend and enjoy 
an evening of fun and fellowship while sup-
porting the food pantry at the same time. 
For tickets ($30, of which $25 is eligible  for 
GE matching), please contact the SICM 
office.  
 

Organ Concert—St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church will host the annual St. Cecilia Organ 
Concert on Sunday, November 22 at 4 pm. 
Come listen to Elinore Farnum, organist, 
Terry Gordon on trumpet and Rachel 
Brownell, vocals. A reception will follow. A 
free will offering will be taken for concert 
support.  
 

Festive Community Potluck Dinner – Join 
international students and other students, 
who can’t go home from Union College for 
the holiday, at a dinner on Monday, Decem-
ber 7 @ 6 pm. The dinner will be held at the 
Old Chapel on campus. Please bring a large 
dish to share. To RSVP (helpful but not re-
quired), email to applekale@gmail.com.  
 

 

For more information on community 
events, check the church’s bulletin board. 

Denominational and  
Community News 
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Wishing you a very  
Happy Thanksgiving  

as you gather  
with friends and loved ones! 

 
Your Church Staff, 

Peter, Maria and Dave 

As a Welcoming and  
Affirming/  

Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 
welcomes and 

affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, martial 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into   membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

STAY CONNECTED 
 
 
 
 
 

www.facebook.com/ 
emmanuelfriedenschurch 

 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, New York  12307 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
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A Vision for Our Journey 
 

Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching, 
Committed to  
    Growing hearts and minds; 
     Learning openness, courage and love; 
      Serving with our neighbors; 
       Pursuing God’s justice and peace; 
        Inviting others to share the journey! 

 December At A Glance 

 
Wednesdays 

December 2, 9 and 16 
Advent Mid-week Services 

 

Sunday, December 6 
Gift Tag Requests Returned  

 

Sunday, December 13 
Hanging of the Greens 

 

Sunday, December 20 
Christmas Reception & Dinner 

Following Worship 
 

Thursday, December 24 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

(No Christmas Eve Reception) 
 

Saturday, December 26 
Community Brunch 

Served at EFC  
_______________________ 

 

The December  issue of the Envoy will 
be available the week of November 
30.  The deadline to submit articles, 
committee news,  announcements, 
etc. is Monday, November 23.  Thank 
you. 


