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From the Pastor
Dear Emmanuel Friedens Friends,

Sunday Classes
(Sept-June)
11:15 am

It’s a busy time of year for Emmanuel Friedens Church. I am excited about how
engaged your church is this year!

Office Hours
9 am-3 pm M-F
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Some of it is going on behind the scenes and involves our “ministry of money.”
Our congregation has begun its stewardship campaign, looking forward to
2020. Furthermore, our children have undertaken a “mile of quarters” campaign to support the rehab and construction involved in the newly united campus for Schenectady Community Ministries on Albany Street, a few blocks from
the church. Of course there’s more: For example there are increasing numbers
of guests at our Saturday Brunch, and a deeply engaged group of volunteers
greets our guests each week with a spirit of love and acceptance. Our music
ministry with its small but gifted choir enrich worship each week. And a new
gathering of EFC’ers has been meeting each Sunday morning to talk about the
joys and challenges of parenting.
In this busy time, we also take time to pause, reflect, learn, and enjoy each others’ company. I’m very pleased and honored to have the chance to be with
you for the lunch gathering planned for November 16th. I look forward, with
the input of Jonathan Tejada and my wife Lynn, to sharing about the pilgrimage
we took during my recent sabbatical, including our shared experiences at the
Global Baptist Peace Conference in Cali, Colombia in July, and the Camino de
Santiago in Spain, in September.
On Thanksgiving Sunday, November 24, we will have two distinguished leaders
from Latin America as our guests! The Reverend Luz Amparo Chaguendo
Ospina will be our preacher. A minister from Cali, Colombia, she and our other
visitor, Ximena Ulloa Montemayor, were the coordinators for this year’s Global
Baptist Peace Conference in Cali Colombia. In addition, since the conference,
Luz has organized a new ministry of hospitality and healthcare for migrants
fleeing Venezuela, and walking across Colombia. The morning will include not
(Continued on page 2)
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only Luz preaching but Ximena interpreting and speaking with our children, an opportunity to engage in listening and conversation with both of our visitors during the hour after worship, and an
informal lunch to follow where you will have an opportunity to meet personally with both of them.
And that’s just a little of what’s happening! The heart of our life is still to be found as we gather for
worship on Sunday mornings, week in and week out. I invite you to join us for that ten o’clock hour
each week. The things we do as the hands of Christ are often found in our individual and family
lives, some distance from 218 Nott Terrace. But our words and actions are nourished in our weekly
gathering at the welcome table of God, a place where we can share our triumphs and challenges,
pray for our neighbors, and find centering, strength and solace in the presence of the One who aids
us in adversity and affirms each of us amid all our questions and quandaries .
See you soon!
In Christ’s Peace,
Peter

______________________________________________________

In Appreciation of John Jones
Emmanuel Baptist Church and Friedens United Church of Christ have each
received a generous distribution from the estate of John Jones. John was a long
time member of our federated church, serving as Treasurer of Friedens Consistory
and supporting our programs with "vim and vigor" as he used to say. He was an
accomplished pianist, often playing for our summer services and a singer who
enjoyed singing. In his later years, as one of the first residents at Judson Meadows
in Scotia, he made friends and loved to share stories of his military career. A
staunch Christian and a true gentleman. Thank you John.
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Sunday, November 17: Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost
(Reflecting on Stewardship)
Isaiah 65:17-25; Acts 4:32-35
Sermon: Visionary Giving, Joyful Sharing
Sunday, November 24: Thanksgiving Sunday
Offering of Pledges
Guest preacher and worship leader: Rev. Luz Amparo
Chaguendo Ospina and Ximena Ulloa Montemayor
See Special Invitation
Sunday, December 1: First Sunday in Advent/
Communion Sunday
Isaiah 2:1-5, Psalm 122; Communion Meditation: Swords to
Ploughshares
Sunday, December 8: Second Sunday in Advent
Isaiah 11:1-10, Matthew 3:1-12; Sermon: Voices from the Edge
Mid-Week Advent Services (beginning December 4)
Peace Within, Purpose Without:
Candlelight Worship in the Chapel!
Three Wednesday evenings in Advent (December 4, 11 and 18),
you are invited to join together for a 45 minute candlelight worship experience in the chapel at 6:00 pm. Join us for quiet meditation, music, and reflection on the Peace we need on the inside and the Purpose we look for on the outside.
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Church Happenings and Events

The Weeks Ahead in Worship
Sunday, November 10: Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 98; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-14; Choir: Psalm 150
Sermon: Sing a New Song
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December 2019
At A Glance
(Advent Begins December 1)
Wednesdays
Advent Mid-week services
December 4, 11, 18
Saturday, December 7
Decorating the church
Sunday, December 8
Hanging of the Greens
Gift tag requests returned
Sunday, December 15
Christmas Luncheon
following worship
Sunday, December 22
Special event following worship

Rev. Luz Amparo Chaguendo Ospina and
Ms. Ximena Ulloa Montemayor to
Visit Emmanuel Friedens Church from Colombia and Mexico

Tuesday, December 24
Xmas Eve Candlelight Service
At 7 pm

YOU are Invited to Worship, Meet and Eat with Them!

Saturday, December 28
EFC Community Brunch
10:30-11:30 am
___________

On Sunday morning, November 24 (Thanksgiving Sunday), we will have two special visitors with us at
Emmanuel Friedens Church. They will preach and help lead worship at 10 am, and there will be an all
-church opportunity to listen to their shared reflections on the Global Baptist Peace Conference,
which took place in Cali, Colombia this past July, and their ongoing efforts. An informal lunch, open to
all, will take place at 12:15 pm.

For additions/changes to events,
committee meetings, etc.
check out the weekly bulletin
___________
The December Envoy will be available
the week of December 1. Articles,
announcements, etc. to be placed in
the newsletter should be sent to the
church office by Monday, Nov. 25.
Thank you.

Our guest preacher will be Rev. Luz Amparo Chaguendo Ospina, Director of SEPAZ in Cali, Colombia.
In the months since the conference, she has initiated a new ministry of hospitality to the migrants
crossing Colombia, fleeing civil conflict in Venezuela.
Luz Amparo is joined by Ms. Ximena Ulloa Montemayor of Mexico City, Mexico, who with Luz Amparo coordinated the Global Baptist Peace Conference, and is a gifted musician, speaker and worship
leader.
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Emmanuel Friedens’ Youth and Fundraising for SiCM:

This year’s Stewardship Campaign includes reflections on giving on Sunday, November 17, and culminates with a dedication of our pledges on Thanksgiving Sunday, November 24. Please plan to join us
both Sundays as we reflect, pray, and offer our intentions for the coming year!

The youth have collected $408.00 so far for their "Mile of quarters" mission for
SiCM. We have a fundraiser online on Facebook; and we're continuing to collect
quarters and refundable bottles. W also had a bake sale and we are planning to have
a pancake breakfast on Sunday, December 8 from 8-10 am.
Thank you for your continued support! ... Robyn Axon

A letter of invitation to support the church was authored by Ray Andersons on behalf of your Church
Council, and mailed to active members and friends the last week of October, with a pledge card
enclosed. If you did not receive the letter, please call the church office at 518 374-4114, so we can make
sure you get your pledge card! Pledge cards are also available on the table at the back of the sanctuary.

A rummage sale was held on October 19 to benefit the EFC youth
group’s mission trips. And it was very successful– over $1,300 and
climbing. We thank all the volunteers who assisted with all aspects
of the sale. And for those who donated their items to be sold. A
special shout-out goes to Nancy Spencer for organizing this event
with the endless help from her husband Chris, and their friend
Peter, who always make this sale a successful one.

SAVE THE DATE: A celebration to welcome back Pastor Peter
from his 3-month sabbatical-Saturday, November 16 at 12 pm.
(refer to enclosed flyer).

Gift Tags from Our Giving Tree - Gift tags are gift requests for children
and for residents of the Glendale Home served by the Schenectady Christmas
Bureau. You will be invited to take a gift tag on Sunday, November 24 and on
the following Sunday, December 1. Gifts must be returned by Sunday,
December 8. In lieu of purchasing a gift, you may give a monetary contribution. We thank you for your kindness and generosity.

Committee News


Please bring your chocolate to the church office by Monday, December 9. Take pleasure in the delicious
gift you are giving to a child's mother! Josephine Cristy, on behalf of the Niles Judson Circle, thanks you
for your generosity.

Christian Education
Upcoming Sunday Classes for Adults:


November 10-

Bible study in the Board Room and Gathering of Parents in the Parlor

November 17:

Bible study in the Board Room and Gathering of Parents in the Parlor

November 24:

Rev. Luz Amparo Chaguendo Ospina and Ms. Ximena Ulloa Montemayor share their
reflections on the July 2019 Global Baptist Peace Conference and Luz’s new
ministry of hospitality
(Continued on page 6)

A Request from the Niles Judson Circle—They are once again collecting boxes of Whitman’s chocolates
(12-16 oz) for the mothers who visit the City Mission of Schenectady at Christmas time to select gifts for
their children. They don’t expect anything for themselves so imagine their surprise when they are given a
box of chocolate as a gift. Last year, stores such as CVS Pharmacy offered two boxes for the price of one.
Hopefully, they will do the same this year.

From the Community Brunch Crew We are entering our sixth year (since December 2014) of hosting the brunch! WOW!

We are averaging 95 people at each brunch. We try to provide a healthy variety of food each month. We try
to provide a healthy variety of food each month. Eggs are a staple but you might see pancakes, grilled
cheese, meatball subs, pulled pork or chili on the menu as well. We still serve each guest at their seat trying to
make a personal connection as we go.
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November 2019

Emmanuel Friedens Church
218 Nott Terrace
Schenectady,
NY 12307
Emmanuel Friedens
Church

In October, we handed out Halloween décor and some of the goods left from the rummage sale as well as
treat bags for each guest. Over the summer months, we hosted two barbeque brunches and served our guests
out on the church front lawn. We have had a lot of folks from other institutions including from First United
Methodist Church to help cook and serve. The owner of The Shop in Troy closed his business and he was able
to donate many food items to the brunch. We were able to have a bit of a farmers market offering fresh vegetables in September. We like to keep a few non perishable items on hand for emergency needs that are encountered.

218 Nott Terrace
Schenectady, New York 12307

This month’s brunch will be held on the Saturday following Thanksgiving. We have a menu that will not
require much cooking but we are always looking for servers and church members to mingle with the community.
Donations: We are asking for donations of a whole pie or maybe a partial pie that you just couldn't finish.
Well, bring it down, we will slice it up! We are also giving away holiday decorations for our guests to take
home for the season. Please bring those items in and place behind the stage or in the church office.
The clothing room has served approximately 100 people a month. We are able to provide some toiletries to
folks that need them. We are always accepting donations for the clothing room. Some of the guests from the
brunch are now helping with the clothing room and in the kitchen. In return, we try to provide them with any
food donations we have on hand.
We hear very positive feedback from our guests. We thank you for your support of this very important
mission….. Nancy Spencer, Co-Coordinator

_______________________________________________

Community News
Interfaith Panel Discussion: In celebrating the 550-year birth anniversary of Guru Nanak , the Guru Nanak
Darbar Sikh Temple in Niskayuna is organizing an evening program on Saturday, November 9 from 5– 8:pm.
The program will feature a panel discussion among representatives from different faiths around the following
question: FROM YOUR RELIGION'S PERSPECTIVE, WHAT IS THE PURPOSE AND RELEVANCE OF RELIGION, AND
HOW DOES YOUR RELIGION FULFILL THAT PURPOSE AND RELEVANCE? If attending, RSVP to 518 925-8061.
Interfaith Thanksgiving Service will be held on Sunday, November 24 at 6 pm at the Unitarian Universalist
Society of Schenectady on Wendell Avenue in Schenectady. -Sponsored by Schenectady Clergy Against HateSchenectady Community Ministries December Holiday Assembly (open to all): The Assembly will be held on
Tuesday, December 2 at 6 pm, First Reformed Church in Schenectady (Stockade area). Their November
Assembly meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 12 starting at 6:45 pm, Niskayuna Reformed Church
on Troy-Schdy Road.

Check out the church’s bulletin board for additional events

As a Welcoming and
Affirming/
Open and Affirming
Church, Emmanuel
Baptist Church and
Friedens United
Church of Christ
welcomes and
affirms
all persons without
regard to sex, martial
status, age , race,
sexual orientation, or
abilities, inviting all
into membership,
mission, and
leadership.

Wishing you a very
Happy Thanksgiving
as you gather
with loved ones and
friends!
Your Church Staff,
Peter, Michael,
Maria and Dave

A Vision for Our Journey
STAY CONNECTED

www.facebook.com/
emmanuelfriedenschurch

Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching,
Committed to
Growing hearts and minds;
Learning openness, courage and love;
Serving with our neighbors;
Pursuing God’s justice and peace;
Inviting others to share the journey!

