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Engaging Minds and Hearts 
 

There’s an expression that summarizes how I perceive my vocation as a   
preacher: Engaging Minds and Hearts.   
 

There are clear biblical reasons for combining minds and hearts. Jesus clearly 
says that the first and greatest commandment is "You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with 
all your strength." The church often concentrates on the heart and the soul. 
The mind not so much. Mark A. Noll, in The Scandal of the Evangelical Mind, 
says the problem is that there is not much of an evangelical mind. This negative 
attitude toward scholarship, science, critical study of the Bible, goes back at 
least to the late 19th century and still today we have churches attempting to 
confront a secular culture with 19th century theological claims. Rather than 
choose between heart and mind, we prefer to minister to the total person:  
loving God and one another with all our hearts, all our souls, and with our 
minds, and with all our strength." Therefore, every Sunday at EFC, we will be 
engaging minds and hearts.  
 

In Mark 5:15, when Jesus casts demons from a man, we are told the witnesses 
"saw the demoniac sitting there, clothed and in his right mind." Being in one's 
right mind means freedom from the demonic powers that would rule our lives 
in a secular culture. In the other Mark account, Simon Peter attempts to stop 
Jesus from going to the cross. Jesus cuts him off with harsh words: “Get behind 
me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human 
things.” The temptation to set our mind on human things and pretend they are 
divine things is with us still. For example, the church is always imitating the 
false politics of our secular world as if they are God-ordained. The life of the 
mind is critical to helping us discern what is of God and what is of this world.  
 

The Luke passage (chapter 15) tells the story of the wandering son who wastes 
his inheritance and ends up in a hog pen rooting for corn with the hogs. Jesus 
says an amazing thing: "When he came to himself."         (continued on Page 2) 
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The young man's mind changed there in the hog pen. In other words, loving God with our minds 
means always being ready to repent. The most basic meaning of the religious word repent is to 
change the mind. Old Testament scholar Ellen F. Davis reminds us that we should read Scripture 
"with openness to repentance." She points to Dietrich Bonhoeffer's phrase that we tend to read 
the Bible "for ourselves," `that is in order to maintain our self-interest and to make the Bible say 
what we want it to say.  
 

Loving God with the mind is often threatening to others. Having never really engaged the radical 
nature of the gospel and having imbibed the individualism, moralism, and judgmentalism of too 
many Baptist churches, some are insulted by the drastic social claims of the gospel. When Jesus first 
proclaimed the gospel, remember that his own family came to take him home because they thought 
he was "out of his mind." There's always the danger that people will find the life of the mind intimi-
dating, threatening, and refuse to believe what they hear with their own ears.  

 

Engaging minds and hearts will be scary but it will never be boring. Engaging minds and hearts will 
not be easy, but hard. The journey is difficult, the questions are tough, and the issues are complex. 
This will be more of an endurance race than a one-hundred-meter sprint. We will be looking to    
Jesus and it will require all our strength. Have we ever really noticed that the first and greatest  
commandment ends with loving God "with all your strength"? But as a people called to obey the 
commandments of Jesus, if we don't love God with all our minds, we are a disobedient people and 
in danger of becoming a "sequestered" community of scared people unwilling to think big thoughts, 
and refusing to see the new light and new wine of the kingdom of God. God calls us to think, to use 
our critical thinking skills, and to use all the available evidence to discern the meaning of God's word 
and will for our lives.  

 

This is the journey to which I invite you. I am not asking for disagreement or agreement but for    
engaged minds and hearts. I will challenge you, challenge what you think, and I hope I will inspire 
you.  
 

Rodney Kennedy, Interim Pastor 
____________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wishing you a very  
Happy Thanksgiving  

wherever and however  
you gather  

with loved ones and 
friends! 

Your Church Staff, 
Rodney, Michael,  
Maria and Dave 
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Advent Highlights      
 

 
 

Theme: Watch. Wait. Wonder 
Advent 2021 is Coming Soon! 

 

We will  gather and celebrate Advent and Christmas,  giving thanks for God’s promise of com-
fort and centering in hope of divine deliverance. The first Sunday of Advent is November 28. 
 
Church Decorating: scheduled for Saturday, December 4 starting at 9:30 am. 
 

Sunday Morning Worship 
Worship each Sunday will include our usual customs around lighting of Advent Candles, Hanging 
to the Greens (December 5)  and more! 
 

Giving During the Season 
 Our Giving tree returns this year.  You are invited to take a gift tag (for children requests) 

from the tree starting Sunday, November 21 through Sunday, December 5. The unwrapped 
gifts must be returned by Sunday, December 12 so that they may be placed underneath the 
tree, and later distributed to the community. 

 

 The Mitten Tree: A second tree, which will be located at the back of the sanctuary, will be up 
and ready for donations of new mittens/gloves, and hats, scarves, and socks for children and 
adults. Bring in your items starting November 28 through December 24. They will be given 
out to the local community.  

 

 Our church will once again participate in the Holiday Adopt a Family Program sponsored by 
Catholic Charities Care Coordination Services, our neighbor/tenants upstairs in our building.   
Our church has adopted a family of 5, a mother and 4 children  (9 mos –15 yrs of age), who 
reside in the city of Schenectady.  Through our monetary donation, Catholic Charities will 

purchase what is needed/wanted for this family. What better way of spreading joy and   
happiness, and showing that spirit of giving than providing a less fortunate family with        
Christmas gifts this year. 

 

Midweek Candle-Light Gatherings  
We will gather three Wednesdays during Advent, December 1, 8 and 15 for  Candlelight       
Worship at 6:30 pm.  Services will be in-person. 
 

Christmas Eve Service at 7 pm. 
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Sunday Worship  remains available via Facebook Live on the Church’s Facebook Page (https://
www.facebook.com/Emmanuel-Friedens-Church-122934277889274/)  and by Zoom, with a 
Zoom link and passcode being sent to the congregation each week (via the Sunday bulletin). 
 

And for video recordings of all worship services, a link is available on the church’s website, 
www.emmanuelfriedens.org—Home page.   

Sunday Worship  
(Live in –person, Zoom link or online) 
 

Rev. Dr. Rodney Kennedy  will lead worship and preach. 
 

November 14:  Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost   
Reading: Hebrew 1:1-4. 2: 5-12;  Sermon: “Saving the Church by Bringing Back Jesus” 
 

November 21:  Giving Sunday, Christ the King Sunday 
Readings:  Hebrews 10:11-14, (15-18, 19-25, Mark 13:1-8 
Sermon: “Fake Signs of Fearless Responsibility” 
 

ADVENT BEGINS 
 

November 28:  First Sunday of Advent 
Readings:  Jeremiah 33:14-16, Luke 21: 25-36 
 

December 5:  Second Sunday of Advent  (Communion Sunday) 
Readings:  Baruch 5:1 –9 (Apocrypha reading), Philippians 1:3 – 11, Luke 3:1-6 
 

December 12:  Third Sunday of Advent 
Readings: Philippians 4:4 – 7, Luke 3:7 – 18  

December 19:  Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Reading: Psalm 80:1 – 7, Luke 1:46 – 56  

 

Christmas Eve service at 7 pm. 
 

Mid-Week Advent Services (December  1,  8 and  15) 
Candlelight Worship at 6:30 pm.  The gatherings will be in-person. 

 
Sermons 

 
Dr. Kennedy’s sermon from the past Sunday is sent out via mail and  e-mail during the week, as 
well as being posted on the church’s website under “Worship-Sermons”.  

https://www.facebook.com/Emmanuel-Friedens-Church-122934277889274/
https://www.facebook.com/Emmanuel-Friedens-Church-122934277889274/


 

Adult Sunday Class  

 Faith & Doubt in Southern Literature 
Emmanuel Friedens Church offers a class, led by our interim pastor, Dr. Rodney 
Kennedy, that’s about life – its struggles, defeats, victories, agonies and joys. It’s 
entitled “The Christ-Haunted Landscape-Faith and Doubt in Southern Fiction.” You 
are invited to attend the class which began on  November 7. There are 2  sessions 
offered, one at 9 am and the second following worship at 11:15 am. There will be 
refreshments!  And it is not too late to join in! 
 

Review: Almost everyone has an opinion about the South, some of them not 
good. H. L. Mencken said of the South, that it was a “cesspool of Baptists, a        

miasma of  Methodists, snake charmers, phony real estate operators, and syphilitic evangelists.” Not 
much has changed in this early 20th century view of the South, but in contrast, there are all those 
great  Southern writers. William Faulkner claimed that he absorbed Christianity by osmosis. “My life 
was passed, my childhood,” Faulkner said, “in a very small Mississippi town and that was part of my  
background. I grew up with that. I assimilated that, took that in without even knowing it. It’s just 
there. It has nothing to do with how much of it I might believe or disbelieve – it’s just there.”  
 

Together you will read, discuss, and discern the theological implications of Southern authors. The 
South, while not Christ-centered, is, as Flannery O'Connor put it, "still Christ-haunted."  Learn the 
lessons written in fiction about the hold that evangelicalism has on the South, its religion, its culture, 
and its politics. More importantly, struggle with great writers over issues of humanity’s identity and 
meaning.  
 

Class 1, November 7:  Introduction to Southern religion and literature 
    with a genuflect to Flannery O’Connor and Walker Percy 
      Story: “It Had Wings” by Allan Gurganus    

Class 2, November 14:  Story: “Hope of Zion” by Sandra Hollin Flowers 

Class 3, November 21: Story: “This Is the Only Time I’ll Tell It” by Doris Betts 

Class 4, November 28: Story: Excerpt from Raney a novel by Clyde Edgerton    

Class 5, December 5:  Story: “Revelation” by Flannery O’Connor  

The Flannery O'Connor short story that we will read in the class, "Revelation," is available at  
OConner Revelation.pdf (ohio.k12.ky.us).  
Class 6, December 12:  Story “Roadside Resurrection by Larry Brown  

Class 7, December 19:  Story: “A New Life” by Mary Ward Brown   

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Textbook: The Christ-Haunted Landscape: Faith and Doubt in Southern Literature. Editor, Susan 

Ketchin      Students are responsible for securing the textbook for the class. Book is available on     

Amazon for $1.95 to $13.00 (used). New book is $35.00. Kindle edition is 33.26. Also, available new 

on Barnes and Noble for $35.00  
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Committee News 
 

Stewardship 2022 
 

Every November, we share in the effort of Emmanuel Friedens Stewardship campaign, which is now 
underway. This is not simply a collection of monetary pledges; it is our vote of support for our 
church’s faithful  future.  
 

Excerpts from a recent letter to church members and friends, Stewardship Chair Angela Keller wrote:  
 

Our congregation will recognize Giving Sunday on November 21.  The very definition of give or giving 
- “to present voluntarily and without expecting compensation” – is consistent with my own thinking 
of how we approach this symbolic expression of our faith in the work and ministries of our Federated 
Church. Our act of walking to the front of church to leave our pledge card, or inserting a pledge card 
into the return envelope, is voluntary and we do not expect any applause or award. We do so        
willingly as a member of this church family to support God’s many works.   
 

Stewardship and Giving 
… Giving is a facet of a larger subject called stewardship. According to James 1:17, God owns every-
thing because He is the Creator, Maker and Giver of all things — so when we give, we are merely giv-
ing back a portion of what belongs to God anyway. Our stewardship towards God includes every-
thing that we have been given and how we use this on behalf of the Lord and for the Lord’s work. We 
are stewards of the abilities, spiritual gifts, knowledge, money, in fact, everything that we have been 
given... 
 

… Join me in pledging to support Emmanuel Friedens Church as an expression of honoring everything 

God has brought to your life. Give back generously so that we can collectively bring many gifts to 

those among us. I hope to see you on Giving Sunday. 

You should have received  your pledge card in the mail this past week. If you are unable to attend on 
Giving Sunday, please mail your pledge to the Church office by November 19 “so that we might    
symbolically make your offering of stewardship.” If you have not received your card, please call the 
office and another one will be sent out. 
 

Outreach and Mission (Updates from Nancy Spencer) 
 

Community Brunch Happenings 
 

Sadly, the Summer weather is over, and we have had to move the operation inside! We did have 5 
beautiful brunches outside with the smells of the grill permeating the neighborhood. We have seen 
attendance steadily increase.  
 

Our October brunch was an Oktoberfest where we served pork roast, bratwurst, sauerkraut, hot 
dogs, rye bread, pies, pretzels, and cider. We also gave away the left-over items from the rummage 
sale. We never put books outside so I am bringing in a bookcase to place donated books that we can 
pass on at the brunch. People were very happy with the items they were able to bring home. The   

clothing room is in full swing during the brunch. A few people come in during the week,  and Catholic  
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https://www.ohio.k12.ky.us/userfiles/1153/Classes/7791/OConner%20Revelation.pdf


 

Charities and other organizations utilize the room when they have people in need.  

 

The brunch menu is not set for the Saturday after Thanksgiving (November 27) but if you can donate 
any pies/desserts we would like to give away homemade goodies at this brunch.  
 

The December Brunch falls on Christmas Day. I suspect this would not be well attended so we will 
have the brunch 1 week early on December 18th. At this brunch, we will be giving away "Christmas 
Breakfast" bags with eggs, juice, pancake mix, milk, coffee, and sugar. We have a lot of sugar that 
was donated. I will send out an e-mail with needs that we have. All the food should be shelf stable for 
a week.  
 

We have had some new volunteers at the brunch including some priests from St. John of God Parish. 
The federated youth group is growing, and we always have a few teens show up to help and they are 
actually very helpful! Rod has come down and said prayers that are always well received by the     
volunteers and the guests.  

 

I am grateful to everyone who has worked to make this program a success. We have made it through 
another year of craziness and restrictions only to find ourselves more involved with the community 
than ever.   Thank you for your ongoing support. 
 

The Christmas Sale: Due to the popularity and the abundance 
of Christmas  donations, we have decided to keep the stage set 
up and hold a Christmas sale!  
 

This will take place after church on November 28. We will serve 
coffee, hot chocolate, tea and  assorted Christmas goodies to all 
who attend. This will be a nice gathering for our church commu-
nity and  our shopping friends in Schenectady.  
  

We are still accepting Christmas donations. Let me know if you 
can help serve at the event. We will also need some good bakers 

to bring your best. This is our first time doing this and I’m sure it will be a warm and welcoming 
event. Please join us to bake, serve, shop, or just meet some new people at this holiday time.    
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Rummage Sale: The sale was held on Saturday, October 23 and it was 

a huge success. We raised over $1000.00. So many people were pleased 
with our really low prices. We saw many people from our church neigh-
borhood and met many new folks as well. 

 

A big thank you to our volunteers. The youth group was holding an 
event to garner interest in the youth group during the rummage sale. 
After that they all pitched in to help. I think they have officially recruited 
Connor (Sheila’s son) to the youth group.  

_______________________________ 
 

EFC would like to give a big shout out to Nancy Spencer and her friend, 
Peter Scanlan, who worked tirelessly to make this event a success. 

As a Welcoming and  
Affirming/  

Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 
welcomes and 

affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, martial 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into   membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

STAY CONNECTED 
 
 
 
 
 

www.facebook.com/ 
emmanuelfriedenschurch 
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In Recognition of Reverend Phillip Grigsby   
 
 Schenectady Community Ministries  (SiCM) along with        
local community members came together on Friday,       
October 15 to officially name the food pantry  in honor of 
Rev. Phil Grigsby. The ceremony recognized Rev. Phil’s 
dedication to SiCM, where he served as urban agent/
executive director for 33 years before retiring in December 
2019.  
 

In the newly named “Reverend Phil Food Pantry” SiCM 
board members revealed a plaque dedicated to Phil with 
his image and a quote from him which reads: “Change is          

inevitable. Transformation is optional.”  
 

In his absence, due to ill health, Jan Grigsby accepted the recognition and spoke 
on his behalf. “I am incredibly honored and so proud,” said Jan. “Phil was 
astounded by the support and recognition. He wanted to thank everyone who 
embarked on this journey with him. We are both eternally grateful.”  
 

In 1986, Phil was initially named SiCM’s  urban agent, the position which is now 
known as executive director. To make his dedication to the community of Sche-
nectady evident, he continued to maintain the urban agent title throughout his 
career. In appreciation of his devotion, Phil was given the title of urban emeritus 
during the afternoon event, and was named a Patroon of the City of Schenectady, 
its greatest honor.  Rabbi Matt Cutler’s captured Phil’s spirit when he said, “My 
dear friend Phil has shown us how faithfulness can come together with social   
justice to make the world a better place.”   
 

Congratulations Phil. 
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