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From the Pastor’s Desk….. Chandeliers and other sources of light
Dear friends,
Vern and Bart just finished putting a new chandelier over the staircase near the
entry to our sanctuary: more light! A fine symbol for our life together at
Emmanuel Friedens Church.
October has been a month full of activity, here at the church and in the Carman
Bodden household. I continue to be grateful for a lovely and moving service of
Installation on October 12, followed by a wonderful reception that followed:
more light.
On the personal front, we have just completed the move into our new home at
29 Front Street here in Schenectady. The moving company did a good job of
moving all the “stuff” down the street from 142 Front Street in the space of six
hours, under the eagle eyes of Evelyn Kauffman and Betty Detwyler. In the days
following, Lynn and I finished the job, and while I am living in chaos again, boxes and furniture everywhere, we are (phew) in! Of course nothing is slowing
down: as we come into the month of November, Lynn and I look forward to celebrating with our son Luke and his fiancée Andi, as they celebrate their marriage on November 8 in Chicago. More light!
As we come up on the 6 month mark of our new relationship as pastor and congregation, I continue to learn the ways and history of this remarkable church.
Listening to colleagues and neighbors speak from their own experience or their
predecessors’, I am hearing of a congregation that has long been an open and
passionately concerned presence in this city. I have gleaned tidbits about the
beginnings of Mohawk Opportunities, thanks to the efforts of this church. I
have heard the lore around some of the events that took place at the height of
the civil rights movement, especially the role of the pastor of this church, a rabbi and other church leaders, both Black and White, working for racial justice
and reconciliation in Schenectady. I have heard stories, lots of them: stories
that testify to an engaged and passionate faith life together; stories that testify
to the impact of this congregation’s ministry and presence in the city. More
light.
Moving into the coming months, we will continue to reflect on where God is
calling us as a church; but we aren’t waiting to get rolling in some practical

ways. Two initiatives being explored right now are a monthly meal for the wider community and an
afterschool program for children: More light to come.
I notice we are eating together often, celebrating the abundant banquet of Christ’s love. In October we
ate together following the Installation; we also sat together at a delicious simple meal prior to our
quarterly business meeting on October 26. We begin November joining our Methodist friends from
down the street for dinner and informal conversation on Monday November 3. On the Sunday before
Thanksgiving we will share at table together again, giving thanks and committing our gift intentions for
the coming year at an Agapé meal (Love Feast) in place of our “normal” worship. There are many ways
to experience community and communion! And we do so often. More light!
I trust our paths will cross in the weeks ahead. If you haven’t been around lately, consider a return visit.
The spirit is alive and well at Emmanuel Friedens Church—and we want you at the table! We want your
light.
In Christ’s Peace,
Peter

A Brief Note of Thanks
Dear Emmanuel Friedens members and friends,
Thanks so much for the wonderful service of Installation and the Reception which followed on Sunday October 12. I am grateful to Faye Saville and all the members of the Search Committee for
their roles in the worship, as well as behind the scenes before and after, creating a beautiful welcome for our many visitors, and particular thanks to Marilyn and Bart Bisgrove, Betty Detwyler and
June Schermerhorn. I am grateful to Don Kerr and our volunteer church musicians, Jody Radez and
James Brown, on guitar and drums, and to those of you in the choir, singing your hearts out. I am
grateful to the many others of you who represented the church, either in a public way in worship,
or serving and cleaning at the reception, or working quiet as church mice beforehand and after to
make this a truly hospitable, joyful and prayerful time
together. I am grateful to Dave Snyder and Maria
Puccio, your faithful church staff, for all the work behind the scenes. And of course thanks to all of you
who “turned out” to pray and sing, lay on hands and
celebrate together.
I take none of it for granted, and give thanks to God
for each of you.
In Christ’s Peace,
Peter
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Hope!
Advent 2014-Important Events

The Service of Installation for
Peter JB Carman-October 12, 2014

Advent Mid-Week Services - Finding Hope on Wednesday Nights, Evening Worship with our sister
churches in Downtown Schenectady

Sundays in November
November 2
Communion Sunday
All Saints Sunday
Reflections on Stewardship
Sermon: A Costly Path
Readings: Micah 3:5-12, Matthew 5:1-12
Peter JB Carman, Pastor preaching
Reception for Peter and Lynn hosted by
EFC’s Search Committee

We cordially invite you to candle light worship with friends from two other downtown Schenectady
churches with whom we share much. This year, friends from St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic Parish, First
United Methodist Church and Emmanuel Friedens Church will join together weekly to celebrate Advent ecumenically, finding Hope together. Each community will host one of the three Wednesday
evening services.
Join us for a wonderful series of opportunities to slow down, reflect, and be part of the wider Christian community together looking for the Hope that is in Advent. All three churches are within easy
walking distance.

November 9
Rev. Jo Page, Guest Minister preaching
Guest Organist, Margaret Randall
Sermon: The Story of the Cell Phone Charger
Readings: Amos 5: 1-24, Matthew 25: 1-13

When: 7:00 to 7:45 PM Wednesday evenings,
December 3, 10 and 17

November 16
Sermon: Created for This Day
Readings: Judges:1-11, I Thessalonians 5:1-11
Peter JB Carman, Pastor preaching

December 10 - St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, Lafayette and State Street, led by Deacon Al Manzel

November 23
Thanksgiving Sunday
Dedication of Pledges
Agapé Meal Service in Fellowship Hall
Sermon: A Thanksgiving Welcome
Readings: Psalm 100, Matthew 25:31-46
Peter JB Carman, Pastor preaching
November 30
First Sunday of Advent
Sermon “Waking Up Hope”
Readings: Isaiah 64:1-9, Mark 13:24-37
Peter JB Carman, Pastor preaching

What:

Services of Meditation, Music and Reflection

Where:
December 3—Emmanuel Friedens Church Chapel, led by Peter Carman
December 17—First United Methodist Church, 603 State Street, Rev. Sara Baron leading: Longest
Night Service
Hanging of the Greens will be a part of our worship service on Sunday, December 14.
Christmas Dinner/Program will be held on Sunday, December 14 with dinner starting at 5 pm.
Gift Tags— You will be invited to take a gift tag on Sunday, November 23 and November 30. Please
return the unwrapped gift, with the tag securely fastened to the gift, by Sunday, December 7 to be
placed underneath our Christmas tree in the sanctuary. Gift tags are gift requests for children and for
residents of the Glendale Home served by the Schenectady Christmas Bureau. In lieu of purchasing a
gift, you may give a monetary contribution. We thank you for your kindness and generosity.

Stockade-athon on Sunday, November 9
The annual Stockade-athon foot race will be held on Sunday, November 9 beginning at 8:30 and finishing at 10:30 am. In order to get to the church, you must enter from the intersection of Nott Terrace and
State Street. We have been assured by the Schenectady City Police Traffic Bureau that members will be
able to enter at this point. Just tell the officer that you are coming to Emmanuel Friedens and you will
be let through onto Nott Terrace. Check out the website, www.stockadethon.com and click on Traffic
Alerts to give you a detailed list of street closures and times.
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From the Trustees…
Mary Lou Chotkowski, Chair
At our Quarterly Business Meeting on Sunday, October 26, Bart
Bisgrove was voted as a Honorary Lifetime Trustee. This is one
of the highest honors we can bestow upon a member. Bart has
been a part of this congregation since he was a young adult
and has continued to be a caring, hard-working steward of our
building and its members. He is currently on the Board of Trustees and along with Vern Scoville, is our “House Committee.”
They are at the church almost daily making sure we have a
warm, safe place to meet, not only on Sunday mornings but for
community groups meeting here throughout the week. Bart
does not get to sit back and relax with his new job of overseeing but with his wife, Marilyn, has earned some time off this
winter to do a little skiing. We thank you both for the years
and years of service to this congregation and pray that you will
continue for years to come.

SNUG AS A BUG IN A “HOLEY” RUG
As you have probably noticed on your walk to the sanctuary, our stair and
hallway carpeting is in need of replacement. It has become wrinkled and
worn over the last twenty plus years. We are currently meeting with flooring companies to see what is our best option in terms of wearability and
cost effectiveness. This is not an item that we have money in our budget
for and we are trying to be creative in finding funding. If you have any suggestions, or if you would like to help with the funding, please see a member
of the Board of Trustees.

A Request from the Niles Judson Circle — Once again, the Niles Judson Circle will be accepting
boxes of chocolate (Whitman’s or Russell Stover, 12-16 oz) for the mothers who visit the City Mission
of Schenectady to select Christmas gifts for their children. Last year, thanks to all those in our congregation who donated boxes of chocolate, many mothers and their families enjoyed their “surprise” gifts.
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On Saturday, November 22 (the Saturday before Thanksgiving) from 10 am to 2 pm, make
a date to visit Emmanuel Friedens Church for a
Fair Trade Holiday Sale. There you will find
colorful and unique gifts of quality from Guatemala
sold by Mayan Hands Guatemala
(www.mayanhands.org) and also items made by
artisans in Peru. Available will be scarves, jewelry, purses and unusual bags, tablecloths, ornaments,
baskets and more. Buying a Fair Trade item is buying a gift that gives twice: you gift an original handcrafted item to someone special, and you make it possible for the artisan who made the product to
receive a fair return for it, thus helping to bring a family out of poverty. Come and check it out! Call
the church office for more information.

SALE

Christian Education & Activities
Adult Sunday School for the Month of November
November 2, 9 and 16: Dale Hedman will be presenting a discussion on The 10 Commandments and the
Relationship to the Rest of the Bible. This information will be presented for the weeks of November 2, 9
and 16. Look forward to being introduced to some information on the Old Testament writings that will
be new and hopefully interesting. The first week (Nov. 2) will introduce the Old Testament presentation
of the 10 Commandments and will explore how this integrates into the overall Old Testament theology.
The second week (Nov. 9) will continue with an exploration of how the 10 Commandments are integrated into various parts of the Old Testament. The third week (Nov. 16) will explore how the 10 Commandments are integrated into the New Testament teaching.
No Classes on Sunday, November 23
Starting November 30: Advent Adult Sunday classes: Creating Spiritual Families—Sunday classes in
Advent will focus on what it means to live as spiritual families. Each week, one family will lead discussion.
We are Families of Hope; Families of Peace; Families of Joy; and Families of Love! How do we live this
vision and what do we struggle with? Join us!

Christian Education News—Children and Youth


Many of our youth are participating in OWL "Our Whole Lives" classes at the Unitarian Universalist
Society of Schenectady. We look forward to their report when the class is complete. This was a cooperative effort between our churches and seems to be working really well. Ruth and Greg Lindenfelser
came with the information and we ran with it! A big thank you to Faye Bailey and Marilyn Bisgrove
for making it happen.



The Christian Education Committee met with Pastor Sara Baron and Christian Education leaders from
First United Methodist on September 30 and discussed ideas of cooperation between the two
churches and participating in joint ventures in the future to attract youth to the church. Ideas are
flowing and we will keep you posted.

Also this year, we are collecting any greeting cards, birthday, holiday, etc. to give to those who visit the
City Mission for help. Many of us receive these cards in the mail and do not know what to do with the
unwanted ones. Here’s you chance to give them to those who would love to have them!
Please bring all items to the church office by December 7. Thank you to all who have contributed in the
past and to those who will contribute this year….Josephine Cristy, President
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Christian Education & Activities—Continued)
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Christian Education & Activities—Continued)

Fall Family Fun Day, October 19 at Riverview Orchards in Rexford -Attendance at the Fall Family Fun
Day was at its highest ever. We had a beautiful blustery day. The fire seemed almost dangerous but it
was well controlled. It was a treat to see Marcia Tolman, our former Director of CE again. A good time
was had by all. Pastor Peter, who attended his first Fall Fun
Day, commented “It was wonderful to be with so many
friends of all ages. I have never roasted a hot dog using
such a long stick over such a hot fire.”

Looking for some Christmas acts!
The Christian Education Activities Committee is sponsoring the Christmas Variety show this year. Each Sunday school class will interpret what
Christmas means to them through song, dance, acting etc. We are looking for three adult groups to do the same. The acts should run approxiYouth
Happenings
mately
5 -Group
10 minutes
each. We will also be having a Christmas Carol
sing along. The dinner/program is planned for Sunday, December 14.
Please contact Nancy Spencer with your ideas.

Youth Group Happenings


Margaret Mitchell and Nick Schneider attended the 2014 AIDS Walk in Washington Park on Saturday, September 28. The youth group made a $100.00 donation each to the Albany and Schenectady Damian Centers.



Community Closet Clothing Sale—Saturday, October 4

The Youth Group sponsored the 4th annual Community Closet Clothing sale. With the help of many
members and the wonderful clothing and baked good donations, we were able to raise about $600.00.
Over 100 people from the community visited us on that rainy Saturday, many commenting that they
wait all year for our sale. All that came seemed satisfied with their purchases. The money will go toward
adopting for Christmas one family through Catholic Charities and one through the Damian Center.
A special thanks to Freddie Anderson, Robyn Axon, Faye Bailey, Pat Bumbarger, Sheila Freres, June
Schermerhorn, Jackie Scholten, Dave Snyder and Maria Puccio
for making this a big success. This was a wonderful way for us to
meet our neighbors! … Nancy Spencer
A big thanks to the
Youth Group and
Nancy Spencer!

Save the Date
Parents’ Day Out
November 30, 12:30 – 4 pm
More Information to come

And this was just one row of clothes!

Issue 320-The ENVOY

Page 9

Issue 320-The ENVOY

Page 10

Denominational News
December At A Glance

Annual Meeting
Capital Area Baptist Association (CABA)
November 15 @ Friendship Baptist Church, Union Street in Schdy.
Registration ($10) begins @ 8:30 am; program from 9:30 am-12:45 pm, lunch is included
Please RSVP by Tuesday, November 12 to Sandy Rogers, CABA Office (374-0288)

Community News

Wednesdays
December 3, 10 and 17
Finding Hope on Wednesday
Nights, Evening Worship
with our sister churches in
Downtown Schenectady
Sunday, December 7
Gift Tag Requests Returned

Congratulations to SICM as they were selected for the Tech Valley Non-Profit Business Council Award,
from the Non- Profit Business Council. Although there is no financial prize, SICM has been recognized for
their resilience and work in the community. The recognition luncheon will be held on November 21 at the
Albany Marriott, please contact the SICM office if you would like to attend this event. (cost is $49).

Sunday, December 14
Hanging of the Greens
Christmas Buffet Dinner
& Program

Schenectady Inner City Ministry (SICM) Annual Harvest for the Pantry Dinner
This year’s “Harvest for the Pantry” will be held on November 9, 2014 from 4-7 pm at First Reformed
Church of Scotia, 224 North Ballston Avenue, sponsored by SICM, for which our church is a member.
Everyone is welcome to attend and enjoy an evening of fun and fellowship, and to show support for the
food pantry. This event will include a homemade chicken dinner and “pick-a-prize” (from 4-6 pm). For tickets ($30/person, $25 of which is eligible for GE matching), please contact the SICM office.

Wednesday, December 24
Christmas Eve Reception
& Candlelight Service

The Interfaith Community of Schenectady November Dinner Meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 12 at the Dominican Retreat and Conference Center, 1945 Union Street in Niskayuna. The dinner
begins at 6:30 pm; 7:30 pm for the program; “Essence of the Baha’i Faith” presented by Mr. Derik Smith.
For reservation, call (370-2150) by noon on Nov. 7 or e-mail to schdyinterfaith@yahoo.com.
Organ Concert—St. Joseph’s Catholic Church will host the annual St. Cecilia Organ Concert on Sunday, November 23 at 32 pm . Gail Archer, Grammy-nominated acclaimed recital organist will present the concert.
A reception will follow. A free will offering will be taken for concert support.
Festive Community Potluck Dinner – The Campus Protestant Ministries of Union College is sponsoring a
holiday dinner on Monday, December 1 @ 6 pm for international students and other students who can’t
go home over the holiday break from Union College. The dinner will be held at the Old Chapel on campus.
Please bring a large dish to share. To RSVP (helpful but not required), email applekale@gmail.com (Abby).
Home Furnishings Program—This program works with agencies to help people in need of home furnishings. There needs include beds/mattress sets, small dressers, end tables, small sofas, kitchen table sets,
pots/pans, towels, blankets, small appliances, etc. - items that can be used to set up a home.
Holiday Volunteer Opportunities for the Salvation Army of Schenectady - please check out the church’s
bulletin board for ways that you can assist them.
For more information on ongoing community events, check out the church’s bulletin board.

Saturday, December 27
Community Meal
Served at EFC
More information to follow
_______________________
The December issue of the Envoy will
be available the week of December 1.
The deadline to submit articles, committee news, announcements, etc. is
Monday, November 24. Thank you.

ONLINE GIVING
Have you tried it?
There are two methods to make an
online donation either by electronic
fund transfer from your bank account
to the church’s bank account or by
credit or debit card. Access the church’s
website (www.emmanuelfriedens.org),
click on the Online Giving button and
follow the directions.

GIVE IT A TRY!

Stewardship Sunday

4

Tue

17
10 am Staff Mtg.,
7 pm C-SRC

24

16
9 am SATB Choir Reh.,
10 am Worship, 11:15 am
SS, 7 pm NA
23 Thanksgiving Sunday
Dedication of Pledges
9 am SATB Choir, 10 am
Agapé Meal Service
No SS, 7 pm NA

30 1st Sunday of Advent Parents’ Day Out,
9 am Women’s Choir Reh., 12:30 –4 pm ( on
10 am Worship, 11:15 SS, 11/30)
7 pm NA

10 am Staff Mtg.,
7 pm Church Council

18

10 am Staff Mtg. (on
11/11), 12 pm Niles
Judson Circle Mtg.

10 am Worship, 11:15 am
SS, 7 pm NA

25

11
9:30 am Soup
Kitchen Service, 6:30
pm Worship & Nurture,
7:30 pm Afterschool
Task Force

10

6 pm Potluck
10 am Staff Mtg.,
Dinner at FUMC;
7:30 pm CEA Mtg.
7:30 pm Trustees Mtg.

3

Mon

9

9 am SATB Choir, 10 am
Worship, 11:15 am Sunday Classes (SS),

2

7 pm Narcotics
Anonymous (NA)- 11/2

Sun

12 –2:30 pm
NA Mid-Day Mtg.

27 Happy
Thanksgiving Day

6 pm BNI Executive
Board mtg.

5:15 pm Journey Task
Force
26

20 12 –2:30 pm
NA Mid-Day Mtg.,

19 12 –2:30 pm
NA Mid-Day Mtg.,

5:30 pm Oh! Holy Hops
@ Bier Abbey

13 12 –2:30 pm
NA Mid-Day Mtg.,

12
12 –2:30 pm
NA Mid-Day Mtg.,
12-4 pm Mohawk Opp.
Mtg.

The Church Office is
closed.

28

21

14

7
AB Youth Conference,
Syracuse, NY
(through 11/9)

6
12 –2:30 pm
NA Mid-Day Mtg.,

Fri

Thu

12 –2:30 pm
NA Mid-Day Mtg.

5

Wed

NOVEMBER 2014

29

10 am-2 pm Fair
Trade Holiday Sale

22

15
9:30 am-12:45 pm
CABA Annual Meeting
@ Friendship Baptist
Church in Schdy.

8

1

Sat
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STAY CONNECTED

www.facebook.com/
emmanuelfriedenschurch
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