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Dear Emmanuel Friedens Friends,  
 

I am (at last) back from my 3-month sabbatical leave. I’m looking forward to 
seeing each and all of you!  
 

The time away has been refreshing, tiring, enlightening, at times disturbing, 
and full of joy.  I am profoundly grateful to you as a congregation for making 
possible this time away for renewal, reflection and, to borrow a word from a 
friend in Europe, “Recalibration”.  It is good to be back home, to share some 
of my learnings, and to find out what you have been up to over the past few 
months. 
 

The theme of my travels was a “Journey of Joy and Justice.” Over the months 
past I have been honored to visit with: 
 

Indigenous churches and educators in Chiapas, Mexico; 
 

Pastors and lay leaders in central Mexico working hard to provide a 
progressive voice of faith; 
 

Peacemakers from around the world gathered for a one-week global 
peace conference in Cali, Colombia; 
 

Christians working for justice in Cali and in the mountains of Cauca 
State, Colombia; 
 

Friends in the Pinheiro Church in Maceio and in rural communities in 
Alagoas state, Brazil; 
 

Members of the Nazaré Baptist church, and their activist friends, in Sal-
vador Bahia, Brazil; 
 

Family and friends in the Netherlands; 
 

Fellow pilgrims (including especially Lynn, my wife) in two weeks of 

walking on the Camino de Santiago, an ancient pilgrimage route in 

Northern Spain.  

What have I learned, and how will these experiences make me a better pastor 

and leader here at our church and in Schenectady? That may take a while to 

figure out! But there are a few things I come back knowing quite clearly.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                    (Continued on page 2 

THE ENVOY 
A Newsletter of  Emmanuel Friedens Church 

American Baptist and United Church of Christ Congregation 
218 Nott Terrace, Schenectady, NY  12307 

Rev.  Peter J.B. Carman, Pastor 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 

 

Issue 373 The ENVOY  Page 2 

1. I am convinced that the world is full of people with a deep spiritual hunger, who need 
churches like Emmanuel Friedens, that embody acceptance, community, love and a   
commitment to inclusion and justice. That world includes Schenectady! 

 

2. Our faith is not just a settled set of beliefs, but is a living journey, a pilgrimage full of dis-
covery, uncertainty, pain and profound joy. Every day is a walk, and those who get to do 
that in the company of friends and fellow seekers are the better for it.  

 

3. I have come to believe that, because life is short and fragile, the time is now to engage 
fully in living it, with everything we have. That’s as true for faith communities as it is for 
us as individuals.  

I want to invite you as friends and fellow pilgrims to engage that walk with me-- with energy, open-
ness and love for one another. Starting today, let’s go for it! There is too much need, too much op-
portunity, too much joy in our chests and too much injustice in our world, to do otherwise.  
 

Continuing the pilgrimage in the Way of Love, Peter 

______________________________________________________ 
 
 

The Weeks Ahead in Worship 
   (Rev. Peter JB Carman will lead worship and preach.) 
 

 
Sunday, October 13: Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost  
Scriptures:2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c; Luke 17:11-19 
Sermon: Looking for Healing 
  

Sunday October 20: Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Scriptures: Choir psalm #121 (?), Jeremiah 31:27-34 
Sermon: New Hearts 
 

Sunday October 27: Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
Scripture: Joel 2:23-32 
Sermon: New Visions  
 

Sunday November 3: All Saints Sunday/ 
                                          Communion Sunday 
Scripture: Luke 6:20-31 
Meditation: Ordinary Saints 
  

Sunday November 10: Twenty-Second Sunday after  
                                             Pentecost 
Scriptures: Psalm 98; Psalm 46 
Sermon: Refuge  
  

Shaping the Sermon Bible Study - 
Every Wednesday evening at 7 pm.   

 
You will learn about the coming week’s  
scripture passages in conversation with 

the Pastor Peter. Learn about the      
background of each reading; bring your 

own thoughts and interpretations on 
how its stories speak to the world we 

share, and in our personal lives.   
      

Our gatherings resume  on 
October 16 - see you then.  
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Church Events and Happenings (continued on page 4) 

 
Ice Cream Social: September 15 

 
 

Pastor Peter’s  Welcome Home Party:  October 6 

Friedens UCC seeks volunteers to self-nominate for positions of Vice President and Treasurer in 
order to update the corporate agreement with Wells Fargo which holds Friedens’ endowment 
funds.  Friedens members, for more information, please contact Angela Keller; speak with her 
after church or by phone. 

Thank you to all who donated food items and 
 their time to these special events. 

 We hope everyone had a good time. 

 

 Church Happenings and Events 
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____________________ 
 

Call To Meeting 
Quarterly Business Meeting  

 Sunday, October 27 
@ 11:15 pm (following worship) 

 
We encourage you to attend this  

 most important meeting as we begin  
the process of planning the 2020, 

and to discuss other important issues.  
We do need your input.  

 
 

__________________________ 

 

Advent Planning Meeting 
Wednesday, November 6 @ 12 pm 

 
Please join us as we begin planning  

for this year’s Advent and Christmas programs.  
The meeting is open to all! 

So come and share your ideas. 
If you can’t attend the meeting,  

then send Pastor Peter  your ideas. 
(There will be food!) 

Rummage Sale,  
Saturday, October 19 
So clean out your closets, 
basements, and garages and 

bring your “stuff” in for the sale. Please 
place your items neatly in  Room 115 
(Youth Room).  
 

Proceeds from the sale will benefit the 
youth group activities and mission trip. 

 

Congratulations 
 

Congratulations are in order for SiCM's 
Executive Director, Reverend Phil Grigsby, 

who received the Campbell Peace and 
Justice Award on September 18 from the 

Capital Area Council of Churches! 
 

The Campbell Peace and Justice Award is 
presented  to a person who in his/her 
life’s work has shown to be a friend of 

peace and justice.  Phil Grigsby has long 
been an advocate for peace and justice. 

He has been with SiCM (formally         
Schenectady Inner City Ministry) for the 

last three decades. 



 

Page 5 Issue 373 The ENVOY  

Committee News 

A Message from the Trustees: 
 

"We all have different gifts, according to the grace given us.”   (Romans12:6)  
 

Whatever your gift may be  - don't hide it under a bushel !! 
 

Our church, and the Trustees, need your help.  Either on your own or in an apprenticeship capacity.  There 
are several areas that we need help with and with budget cuts making maintenance of our building in-
creasingly difficult,  

 

WE NEED YOUR HELP!!! 
 

If you have any experience in, or want to learn about . . . 
 

 Outside work (gopher) helping others weed eat, prune, keep our grounds in hand. 
 Electrical – Always work to be done.  Not technical stuff but helping a member of the House Com-

mittee when needed. 
 Plumbing – Sinks, toilets, grease traps, dish washer always something needs to be fixed. 
 Carpentry – Just basic help fixing things that break. 
 Twice a year outside clean up day help. 
 Every day routine maintenance assistance as needed. 
 

Please see any member of the Trustees or give a call to the office expressing your interest. 
 

Thank you for your stewardship of the building and grounds entrusted to us.  Mary Lou, Artie, Jocelyn, 
Vern, Bart, Evelyn, Faye B. 
 

Emmanuel Friedens’ Community Brunch Donation: 
 

Request from the Brunch Committee: They are asking for donations of candy (packaged) for   
Halloween treats to be given out at the next Community Brunch (October 26).  Please bring your 
donations to the church office. Thank you.   
 

From the Outreach and Mission Committee: 
 

Community/Welcome Back Dinner for Pastor Peter: The Committee is looking for a sub-committee to 

organize a community/welcome back dinner for Pastor Peter to celebrate his journey, inviting everybody 
who helped cover in his absence as well as inviting members of the community.  Hopefully, Pastor Peter 
will be willing to speak about his journey as well as Jonathan Tejada about the peace conference.  This 
event will be held on Saturday evening, November 16. If you are interested, please call Robyn Axon at 
yrallihnybor@netzero.net. or 518-280-5510. Thank you!  
 

Photovoice Community Project: Looking for people of all ages to participate in this project. Photovoice 
uses photos and narratives to document and reflect reality. This is a way to document the strength and 
weaknesses of Schenectady. Check out the flyer on the church’s bulletin board or contact Robyn Axon for 
more information. 

 
  

 

 

Upcoming Sunday Classes for Adults:   

October 13 -   Pastor Peter will show slides and talk about his sabbatical experiences. 
 

October 20 -   Bible study in the Board Room 
   Gathering of Parents in the Parlor 
 

October 27 -   Quarterly Business meeting (no Adult Class) 
 

November 3  - Bible study in the Board Room 
   Gathering of Parents in the Parlor 
 

November 10- Bible study in the Board Room 
   Gathering of Parents in the Parlor 
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Christian Education  

Children/Youth Sunday Classes: Welcome back everyone! We are  trying  some-

thing different this year for our children and youth's Sunday School classes. Children, 
pre-school age to 2nd grade, will go with Ms. Marilyn after the children's service is 
over. Children in grades 3 - 6 will go with Ms. Robyn to their classroom at the same 
time. This will be Sunday School time for these children/youth. Grades 7 - 12 will be 
asked to remain in church. When church is over, those children will be brought           

together for a group activity led by Ms. Charlie. If there are any questions or concerns, please do not 
hesitate to contact me at either 518-487-1753 (call/text) or  snowstorm87@hotmail.com.    
Thank you!   Cassidy Lent 
 

Emmanuel Friedens’ Youth and Fundraising for SiCM:  

SiCM has been serving residents of Schenectady County for over 50 years. They will undertake a capital 
campaign to raise funds to build the SiCM Resource Center and Campus. Plans are to renovate a building, 
that they already own on Albany Street (St. Joseph’s Place location), which is next to the food pantry, by 
adding a second floor addition. This will allow them to move their administrative offices over from Wen-
dell Ave and will allow space for more programs and services for the community. Renovations and im-
provements will also be made at the food pantry itself. The youth of EFC will be helping this cause by hav-
ing fundraisers, two of which are detailed below. 
 

How far would you walk to get food? A half mile? A mile? More?  The youth will be collecting a mile’s 
worth of quarters for SiCM.  They have placed containers at the back of the pews. You’ll be able to 
see their progress as they document it around the church so they can visualize how far a mile is. 
We are looking forward to this fundraiser and others and appreciate your support!  ….Robyn Axon 

 

Bake sale: The youth will be hosting a bake sale/lemonade stand at the rummage sale on Saturday, 
October 19 from 9:00-1:00 to raise money toward SiCM’s capital campaign.  We are looking for 
volunteers to bake items.  If you are interested, please call or text Robyn @ 518-901-9276 or e-
mail at yrallihnybor@netzero.net 

mailto:yrallihnybor@netzero.net
mailto:snowstorm87@hotmail.com
mailto:yrallihnybor@netzero.net


 

    Special Offering for October   
 
 
 
 
 
 
October is World Mission Offering month for American Baptists. Each year we receive this offering to sup-
port the vital work of American Baptist International Ministries.  

 

This summer, I witnessed International Ministries work first 
hand. I was able to travel in Cauca, Colombia with Interna-
tional Ministries Partner Ray Schellinger, and his wife Adalia 
Gutierrez Lee, who coordinates International Ministries 
partnerships in Central and South America and the Caribbe-
an.  
 

Along the way, at Ray’s initiative, we stopped and met some 
young migrant men, gave them dinner, and talked and 
prayed together. The young men were glad for the contact 
and a little support, as much for the prayer of blessing on 
their harsh pilgrimage as for the food. They were just as 
happy to pose for a 

picture. Then they walked back to the bridge under which they 
would spend the night. 
  

We were hosted on that journey by Rev. Luz Amparo Chaguendo 
Ospina, who is establishing a new ministry a few yards from that 
bridge, with American Baptist International Ministries support. The 
new ministry offers hospitality to refugees from Venezuela, walking 

across Colombia.  
 

Recently, Luz Amparo sent pic-
tures from the new Mondomo hospitality center that 
opened in August, enabled in part by International 
Ministries funds.  Luz will be visiting our church in 
November, so we will get an update in person!   

 

Let’s be generous in supporting the advocacy, education, outreach and compassion 
that are the daily work of American Baptist International Ministries.  An envelope is  included in the printed 
copy of the Envoy or can be obtained in the church sanctuary any Sunday morning through October.  
 

Peter Carman 
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As a Welcoming and  
Affirming/  

Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 
welcomes and 

affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, martial 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into   membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

STAY CONNECTED 
 
 
 
 
 

www.facebook.com/ 
emmanuelfriedenschurch 

 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, New York  12307 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, NY  12307 
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A Vision for Our Journey 
 

Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching, 
Committed to  
    Growing hearts and minds; 
     Learning openness, courage and love; 
      Serving with our neighbors; 
       Pursuing God’s justice and peace; 
        Inviting others to share the journey! 

November 2019  
At A Glance 

(Stewardship Program begins) 
 

Sunday, November 3 
Daylight Savings Time Ends 

 

Saturday, November 9 
Alfred Gilbert’s 

Memorial Service in late AM 
 

Sunday, November 10 
Schdy Stockade-athon 
City Race @ 8:30 am 

Expect traffic disruptions  
coming to church in the AM 

 

Sunday, November 24 
Thanksgiving Sunday 

A special visit from two  
Latin American  guests. 

 

Thursday, November 28 
Thanksgiving  

 

Friday, November 29 
The Church Office is closed for the 

Thanksgiving Holiday 

 

Saturday, November 30 
EFC Community Brunch 

10:30-11:30 am 

An Early Reminder:    
Daylight Savings Time Ends 

 
Don’t be an early bird for worship 

on  November 3.  
Remember to turn your clocks back 

one hour before going to bed on 
Saturday evening (11/2). 


