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From the Pastor’s Desk… 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

As we enter October of 2020, we are still dealing with the ever-changing char-
acter of being a church in a time of pandemic. I am glad to say, given the re-
duced rates of COVID 19 in our area, we are better able to balance safety, life 
in community, and some in person gatherings. 
 

Here is a brief outline: 
 

Worship at Emmanuel Friedens continues live in person and online at 10 AM 
each Sunday morning. After worshiping outdoors for most of September, we 
are transitioning back to the sanctuary. The same safety measures apply, so 
when you arrive Sunday morning, allow a few extra minutes to check in: filling 
out an assessment and contact form; having your temperature taken through 
a contactless thermometer, and wearing facemasks (if you don’t have one 
they are available at the door to the church. If you have any reason to believe 
you have had exposure to the virus, please worship with us from home! A few 
people have asked the long-term plans for worshiping online—either because 
of health challenges, or because they live quite ear away. YES. We will contin-
ue to be available through Zoom and Facebook Live. The plan is to remain 
available online even after the pandemic is  history! 
 

Sunday School for adults will occur once or twice a month this fall and will be 
available in person and through Zoom. Thanks to Faye Bailey and the adult 
education team for their work on this. 
 

Children and their families will also meet occasionally, details TBA, with ma-
terials being sent home to families for use at home for your children. The 
point person is your Moderator, Charlie Reyes. Thanks, Charlie. 
 

Community groups have started to resume meeting at the church, for exam-
ple Narcotics Anonymous. Others are still waiting to resume. Any group 
meeting in the church needs prior approval and is required to follow protocols 
like those we follow Sunday morning. Thanks to Chuck Lent and the Trustees 
for thoughtful guidance on making this possible safely.                                         
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Church Meetings and discussions are generally going to be available by Zoom as well as in person. 
However, for now this may vary by group, depending on the needs of participants. Whenever a 
meeting occurs in the building, we will follow protocols to keep us socially distanced, and masked,  as 
we are on Sunday morning. Thanks to your Church Council members who chair these various groups, 
and have been working together to make sure we maximize communication and keep everyone as 
safe as is in our power.  
 

If you would like to arrange a pastoral visit with me, we can work that out! We can meet by phone or 
video, or in person, with social distancing/masks…as works best for your situation.  
 

I am grateful to all of you for your loyalty to your congregation, and your faithfulness in sticking with 
worship together through this long and difficult year! We pray that the months ahead may grow easier 
for everyone. We have learned a lot together, much of which we didn’t realize we needed to know. 
 
In Christ’s Peace, 
Peter 

 

Sunday Worship 
(in-person, online, Zoom link) 
 

Pastor Peter JB Carman is leading worship and preaching. 
 

October 11: Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Readings: Psalm 23, Philippians 4:1-9, Sermon: The Peace of God 
 

October 18: Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
Reading: Matthew 22:15-22, Sermon: Christ and Caesar 
 

October 25: Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 
Lighting the Welcome, Openness and Affirming Candle 
Reading: Matthew 22:34-40, Sermon: The Heart of It 
 

November 1:  All Saints Sunday/Communion Sunday 
Reading: Matthew 5:1-12, Meditation: The Blessed  
 

November 8:  Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost 
Reading, Amos 5:18-24, Sermon: A Different Feast   
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Worship  remains available via Facebook Live on the Church’s Facebook Page 
(https://www.facebook.com/Emmanuel-Friedens-Church-
122934277889274/)  and by Zoom, with a Zoom link and passcode being 
sent to the congregation each week (via the Sunday bulletin). 
 

And for all worship services, a link is available on the church’s website, 
www.emmanuelfriedens.org—Home page. 

https://www.facebook.com/Emmanuel-Friedens-Church-122934277889274/
https://www.facebook.com/Emmanuel-Friedens-Church-122934277889274/


 

 Sunday Worship in Pictures 
 

Thank you, Rev. Lynn Carman Bodden for preaching at outdoor worship on 
September 20. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pictures courtesy of  Faye Bailey 
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Behind the scenes with our worship crew- 
we couldn’t do it without you. 

Welcome, Openness and Affirmation 
Sunday, September 27 

 

 Special Offering for October 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

Each October, we share in supporting the American Baptist World Mission Offering. For American Baptists, 
this is an opportunity to support the work of International Ministries, both of “Global Servants”,  individuals 
sent to work around the globe, and the local Partners that they provide resources and support for.  In a 
world affected by COVID-19, our continued support is more important than ever. The theme for this year’s 
offering is “I once was blind but now I see” (Mark 8:22-26).  
 

International Ministries work includes some people our congregation has met! Global Servants include peo-
ple like Rev. Ray Schellinger, who advocates around the world for the rights and needs of refugees and       
migrants. International Ministries staff includes people like Rev. Dr. Adalia Gutierrez Lee, who has encour-
aged and helped find seed funding for the new ministries led by another friend, Rev. Luz Amparo Chaguendo  
Ospina, a Colombian pastor working with women escaping abuse and with Venezuelan migrants in Cauca 
state. All three have visited our church! 
 

To find out more about the work of International Ministries, here is the link to a video message from          
Executive Director Sharon Koh: https://vimeo.com/410899111.  An envelope is  included in the printed copy 
of the Envoy.  Or you can send a check made payable to Emmanuel Friedens Church  making a notation in the 
memo line, “for World Mission.” 
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https://vimeo.com/410899111


 

Christian Education 
 
Adult Sunday Classes 
 
Adult Sunday class will be held following worship in Fellowship Hall in-person or via zoom link (using the 
church’s standard connection by calling in at 11:15 am). The plan is to hold Adult  Sunday School classes once 
or twice a month. 

 
Initially, topics will be dealing with social justice issues and the Bible, using different 
printed resources and an occasional outside speaker.  We plan to start with the book 
“Parables as Subversive Speech” by William Herzog and have a discussion of ideas 
from that book as they relate to today’s issues and to our personal lives.  
 

Review: “William Herzog shows that the focus of the parables was not on a vision of 
the glory of the reign of God but on the gory details of the way oppression served the 
interests of the ruling class. The parables were a form of social analysis, as well as a 
form of theological reflection….”  (Amazon.com) 
 

This Sunday, October 11 will be the first class, and led by Pastor Peter. He will give an 
introduction of the book, introducing us to fresh ways of looking at the parables of 
Jesus. 
 

The book will be purchased by the church and anyone interested in a copy, please call the office. 
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Sunday School: Plans for Children, Youth and Their Parents 
 

We are grateful to Charlie Reyes for coordinating educational opportunities for    
children and youth this fall. Because of the pandemic- related obstacles to "normal" 
weekly in-person Sunday School, the plan is to distribute age appropriate lessons 
and activities to families, and monthly family gatherings, either by Zoom, or, when 
possible, safely in person. 
 

Plans are also under way to resume a parents' group gathering in mid-October.  
 

Please contact Charlie with questions or thoughts! 

 

Denomination News 

 

American Baptist-NYS Biennial Meeting will be held on-line, October 14-17. The theme is Bold Truths,     
Gracious Action.  The cost of registration is $25. For more information or to register, please check out ABC-
NYS/biennial/2020. 
 

Hudson-Mohawk Association Fall Meeting will be held on Saturday, October 17 starting at  9 am 
(virtual meeting - via Zoom)  
 

American Baptist Youth 2020 Convention-Theme: Everyday Hero 
Weekend of November 6-7 online; grades 7-12, and young adults (18-22 yrs old) 
Check out:  abc-nys.org/American-Baptist-youth for more details and to register. The cost is $45.   

 
Community News 
 
Connect with a Union College Student  We received this request from Rev. Dr. Tim Coombs, Protestant 

Campus Chaplain at Union 
 

All of us knew that life on Union's campus would have some challenges this fall, but some were hard to pre-
dict. Students have to order a head for their meals, which comes to them in a box. Unfortunately, these meals 
are not often ready when they are and some students have reported waiting an hour or more to get their 
meal. Some have resorted to eating off campus even though they have paid for their meal plan.  
 

The Board of the Campus Protestant Ministry sees an opportunity to help students get food faster while help-
ing your church make a connection to some of them. We would like to propose that students who need ready 
to prepare meals, but who lack transportation to a major grocery store get paired with someone from your 
church who will either shop for them (they provide the list and money) or be willing to bring them to a store.  
 

This service will be particularly a real blessing during the December break as many international students and 
those on sports teams stay on campus, but there is no dining service.  
 

... I do not know how many students would make use of this service. I could be many, a few, or none, but I 
don't want to offer it without a sense of support. 
 

If you are willing to provide this service or would like more information, please contact Pastor Peter and he 
will pass your contact information to Rev. Coombs.   Rev. Coombs will serve as the intermediary to connect 
the student with  you. 
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   Upcoming Church Events 
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Saturday, October 17: So clean out your 
closets, basements and garages and bring in 
your “stuff” for the sale. Please, please place 
your items NEATLY on the stage. Proceeds 
from the sale will be used to buy needed 
items for the clothing room. 

An Early Reminder! 
Daylight Savings Time Ends 

 
Don’t be an early bird for worship 
on  November 1, either in-person 

or through Zoom. 
 

Remember to turn your clocks 
back one hour before going to 

bed on Saturday evening (10/31). 

 

Call to Meeting 
 

Quarterly Business Meeting 
Sunday, November 1 

@ 11:15 am (following worship) 
 In-person and Zoom connection 

 
 We encourage you to attend this most important 
meeting as we begin the process of planning the 

2021 budget, and to discuss other important    
issues. We do need your input, whether it be  

in-person or via Zoom connect. 

As a Welcoming and  
Affirming/  

Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 
welcomes and 

affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, martial 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into   membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

STAY CONNECTED 
 
 
 
 
 

www.facebook.com/ 
emmanuelfriedenschurch 
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A Vision for Our Journey 
 

Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching, 
Committed to  
    Growing hearts and minds; 
     Learning openness, courage and love; 
      Serving with our neighbors; 
       Pursuing God’s justice and peace; 
        Inviting others to share the journey! 

The November issue of the Envoy will be 
available the week of November 2. The 
deadline to submit articles, committee 
news, announcements, etc. is Monday,     
October 26.   


