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Don Kerr
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October 2014

Service of Installation
Dear Members and Friends of Emmanuel Friedens,
We invite you to the Installation Service of our
minister, Rev. Peter John Bodden Carman.
Notes
and Announcements
The service will be held on Sunday,
October
12 at 4 pm.
A reception will be held immediately following the
service. We hope that you will be able
to attend the celebration.
If you plan to attend the Service, a RSVP call to the
office will be helpful in planning food for the reception.
If you need childcare, please notify the office.
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From the Pastor’s Desk….. Charting a Course
Dear Emmanuel Friedens Friends,
It was a great pleasure to gather with many of you on Saturday September 20
for an all-day retreat. Many thanks to the Journey Task Force, the planning
group convened by your moderator, Phil Grigsby, for capable leadership and for
the practical work of making the event happen. Thanks also to Rev. Lynn Carman Bodden, who leads events like this as part of her work as a Church Transition consultant, and who made a gift to her new congregation of her time and
skills as a facilitator.
The day was spent getting to know each other better; getting to know the history of Emmanuel Friedens Church and both Emmanuel Baptist and Friedens UCC
Churches, our “parent” congregations. And then we shifted gears and talked
about our gifts individually and as a church, as well as the challenges we face
and the leading we sense. The tone of the conversation was lively, passionate

and respectful with lots of good listening and honest sharing. Of course in any such conversation, some
sensitive issues were raised from differing perspectives! This too was important, and part of honest
sharing together.
Rev. Lynn has started compiling the information from the meeting, lots of data and notes! The Journey
Task Force will use your input from that day as part of the process of leading us forward to chart a
course for the next few years as a church. The information and insights shared that day will not be lost!
However, we don’t have to wait to get started with the results of our gathering. In the final hours of
our session together on the 20th, we brainstormed ideas for all-church projects for the coming year. We
then went through a process of prioritizing and discussing the possibilities and named three immediate
objectives. One was in the area of our building concerns; a second grew out of our concern for the
neighborhood and city in which we are located; a third grew out of a desire to continue building relationships and sharing in mutual and supportive community.
1. Replace the very worn carpet that has graced the main floor of the church building for a generation
and more (Leadership from our trustees)
2. Start an afterschool program for children, bringing together both fun activities and opportunities
for education support. (A working group formed on the spot)
3. Create a series of dinners in homes of church members and friends, where we can experience koinonia (an ancient Christian word often translated “fellowship” or “community”) through hospitality, growing relationships, mutual support, and new friendships (Organizational help from the Worship and Nurture Committee, additional help much needed to make it happen).
Of course, making our floors safe and attractive, starting the world’s greatest afterschool program and
the finest meals in each other’s homes don’t constitute a full-fledged plan for the future, but they indicate the kind of spirit and energy present with us on the twentieth of September. And they are evidence of this congregation’s continued desire to be welcoming, to be in relationship with our community, and to practice mutual care and hospitality. A great start.
On Sunday October 12, we will share in a Service of Installation celebrating the new relationship we
have begun as congregation and pastor. I am grateful for the Wind from God which has brought us
together on this adventure of Love. I look forward to celebrating with you, praying with you and covenanting with you, as we continue to chart a faithful and liberating course for this little church “vessel”
already well begun on our journey into God’s future.
May the mind and heart of Christ be our Guide;
Love’s Spirit be the power that compels;
and the Creativity of God be what shapes our efforts.
In Peace,
Peter
Peter JB Carman, Pastor
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From the Committees...
EFC
Retreat
September
20, 2014

From the River of EFC’s History

SNUG AS A BUG IN A “HOLEY” RUG

Engaging Conversation

Sundays in October
October 5
World Communion Sunday
The first Sunday of October has become a
time when Christians in every culture break
bread and pour the cup to remember and
affirm are unity in Christ. On this day, we
remember that we are part
of the whole body of believers.
Peter JB Carman, Pastor
October 12
Guest Organist, Donald Ingram,
Organist Emeritus of St. Paul’s Church in Troy
Rev. Lynn Carman Bodden, Guest Minister
4 pm Service of Installation
for Peter JB Carman
October 19
Welcoming, Open and Affirming Sunday
Peter JB Carman, Pastor
October 26
Reformation Sunday
Quarterly Business Meeting
following Sunday classes
Peter JB Carman, Pastor

A Note From the Moderator...
You Are invited: I hope you can join us for the
Quarterly Business Meeting on Sunday, October
26 after Sunday School sessions. There will be a
light lunch available. Our meeting will build upon
the interest, energy, and enthusiasm from our
Journeying session in September and as we move
ahead as a church. One main focus of the
meeting will be a draft budget that will look
different in some ways from prior years.
Witness on the Casino Proposal I thank members
of the congregation for hearing out my witness
during worship on this issue. I believe this to be
an important issue and concern for people of
faith to speak out on. Now is the time. They say
the decision will be made and announced in the
last week of October. Please pick-up the information in the back of the church and consider
signing either a letter or petition; or writing your
own. If we disagree, that is fine! It is important
that people be heard. Please feel free to contact
me for further information or conversation.
Rev. Phillip Grigsby

As you have probably noticed on your walk to the
sanctuary, our stair and hallway carpeting is in need of
replacement. It has become wrinkled and worn over
the last twenty plus years. We are currently meeting
with flooring companies to see what is our best option
in terms of wearability and cost effectiveness. This is
not an item that we have money in our budget for and
we are trying to be creative in finding funding. If you
have any suggestions, or if you would like to help with
the funding, please see a member of the Board of Trustees.

Mary Lou Chotkowski
Chairman, Trustees

Flowers for Sunday—Each week, we enjoy a
lovely flower arrangement in our sanctuary.
Did you know that you can purchase or provide
flowers? Sign up on the door of the flower
room or contact the church office if you have a
date in mind. In the past we have enjoyed flowers from our members' gardens, planted
mums, or arrangements from the florist. You
can also ask to commemorate a special day or
person in the bulletin (e.g. "In memory of my
mother" or "In honor of our 25th anniversary.")
Thank you!
The Worship and Nurture Committee

From Our Music Director... I very much appreciate the good sportsmanship the congregation has displayed in trying new and unfamiliar hymns and doing their best to make them work. It helps Peter add
new dimensions to our worship. Keep it up!
ONE MORE ALTO AND ONE MORE TENOR ARE VERY MUCH NEEDED FOR THE CHOIR. Twice a month, no
robes, and sit with your family for most of the service. … Don Kerr

World Mission Offering for American Baptist Churches
We will receive the American Baptist Churches World Mission Offering throughout the month of October
in the envelopes provided in this month’s Envoy. This annual offering provides support for a wide variety
of ministries throughout the world, in partnership and at the invitation of churches local to the areas
served.
Two examples from the work of these partners in ministry from Latin America may help to provide a sense
of the kind of work they do. In Tijuana Mexico, Adalia Gutierrez (a member of the Baptist Peace Fellowship
Board of Directors) and her husband Ray Schellinger have launched Deborah’s House, a ministry to survivors of domestic violence, in partnership with the local Baptist Convention. It is challenging, rewarding,
painful, and occasionally dangerous work. Deeply concerned about building awareness of immigration issues, in their location on the US/Mexico border, they quote from Paul’s letter to the Colossians: “Here
there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all,
in all.” In Nicaragua, David and Laura Parajon, both physicians with public health training, serve through
partner AMOS, creating and sustaining community health care programs for impoverished and vulnerable
rural people. They write: “Through our ministry, AMOS Health and hope, we have trained local leaders like
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fourth-grade-educated Catalino to become health care promoters who save lives in their community.”
These are but two examples of the kinds of empowering ministry that American Baptist “global servants”
are engaged in worldwide. Others serve in many nations, spanning the globe from South Africa to Lebanon to Thailand.
th

2014 is the 200 year for American Baptists of supporting global mission and ministry. Consider a generous
gift to support these ministries of reconciliation and hope!

Christian Education & Activities

Issue 318-The ENVOY

Notes and Announcements

“Thank you for your congregation’s gracious hosting of the
SICM September Assembly! We appreciate greatly the
warm welcome, the opening prayer, and all the hospitality
by all involved. Please extend our thanks to all who helped
out.. “ In Fellowship, (Rev.) Phillip N. Grigsby

____________________
Dear Friends,

October, it will be a combination of personal reflection, Bible study, and learning more about our different
"neighbors" in Schenectady. A question to ponder: How does this parable affect how we relate to our
neighbors?
Topics:

“I am writing to personally thank you for the many volunteer hours that you and your group have provided
to the Food Pantry and Soup Kitchen of The Salvation
Army in Schenectady. ….we would not be able to fulfill our mission and the work God has called us to do
without your help. Your willingness to give of your valuable time to cook meals and serve our guests is
greatly appreciated. We are especially grateful for
your demonstration of God’s love to our guests with
your smiles and loving attitudes…” In His Service, Major Michael Himes




October 5 – Neighbors in the New Testament, led by Dale Hedman
October 12 – Neighborhoods/homes that school children come from and the related issues,
led by a community speaker
October 19 – Understanding the effects of poverty on children, led by a community speaker
October 26 – “Who is My Neighbor”- open discussion from what we have heard in previous classes

Fall Family Fun Day, Sunday, October 19 from 1-3:30 pm
@ Riverview Orchards, Rexford NY
Hayride, bonfire, donuts, cider, s’mores, hot dog roast
$5/person; $15/family
Sign up on Sunday mornings!

October 4: The Youth Group held their annual clothing sale and with all
the clothes and accessories lined up on the tables and hung on clothing
racks in Fellowship Hall, we are sure that the sale was a success!
November 7-9: The NYS American Baptist Youth Convention will be held
at the Holiday Inn Syracuse in Liverpool, NY. If any youth are interested
in attending, please contact Nancy Spencer.

Denominational News
Call to Meeting

Dear Friends,

Adult Sunday School continues focusing on the theme, "Who is My Neighbor. " During the month of
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Service Through July 2012-June 2014
Served 20 times
522 volunteer hours
Served 2, 801 meals
Thank you to Faye Bailey and
her group of Soup Kitchen volunteers!

A Reminder: Don't be an early bird
for worship on November 2.
Remember to turn back your clocks
on Saturday evening (11/1)
before going to bed.

Hudson-Mohawk Association of the
United Church of Christ
Fall Meeting, October 25, 9 am-Lunch
@ First Congregational UCC,
Poughkeepsie, NY
Please RSVP by October 23
Annual Meeting
Capital Area Baptist Association (CABA)
November 15 @ Friendship Baptist Church,
Union Street in Schdy.—Time TBA

Community News
Week Without Violence, a week dedicated to
domestic violence awareness and promoting
peace, October 18-24 @ the YMCA NorthEastern NY, Washington Avenue in Schenectady.
There are week long activities to participate in
especially the “Walk In Her Shoes” workshop
on domestic violence (@ 1:30 pm) and Take
Back the Night! Ceremony and March, both
happening on October 23.

In October
Wear purple every Wednesday for
Domestic Violence Awareness!
And
Wear pink every Friday
for Breast Cancer Awareness!
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Community News (Continued)

Schenectady, New York 12307

lighting music from the 16th century. The concert is
Interfaith Community of Schenectady announces
free and open to the public.
the Interfaith Friendship Celebration to increase
awareness of peace and harmony in our community
SAVE THE DATE
through understanding. This event will be held on
Thursday, October 23, 7-9 pm, Proctors Theatre in
Schenectady Inner City Ministry
the Fenimore Gallery. Cost: $25/person and seating
(SICM)
is limited. There will be a buffet dinner, silent aucpresents
tion, and interfaith entertainment. For more inforHarvest for the Pantry
mation, call 346-5779. For reservations, send your
Their annual dinner to raise funds for the
check and contact information to Erica Berger, c/o
SICM Emergency Food Pantry
IFC, 811 Brandywine Ave., Schdy. 12308.
Community Dinners – The Campus Protestant Ministries of Union College is sponsoring dinners and
you are invited to share your food and culture with
international students. Dinners are potluck. Bring a
large dish to share, your families and friends. The
next dinner will be held on Sunday, October 26 at
Breazzano Hall.
RSVP please to Abby:applekale@gmail.com or
Viki: brooks@union.edu.

Date:
Time:
Location:

November 9, 2014
4-7 pm
First Reformed Church of Scotia
224 North Ballston Avenue

Everyone is welcome to attend and enjoy an evening of fun and fellowship, and to show support for
the food pantry. This event will include a homemade chicken dinner and “pick-a-prize” (from 4-6
pm). For tickets ($30/person, $25 of which is eligiRenaissance Delights- Piffaro, The Renaissance Band ble for GE matching), please contact the SICM
will come to First United Methodist Church on Sun- office.
day, October 26 @ 3 pm, with a program high-

As a Welcoming and
Affirming/
Open and Affirming
Church, Emmanuel
Baptist Church and
Friedens United
Church of Christ
welcomes and
affirms
all persons without
regard to sex, martial
status, age , race,
sexual orientation, or
abilities, inviting all
into membership,
mission, and
leadership.

STAY CONNECTED

www.facebook.com/
emmanuelfriedenschurch

November At A Glance
Sunday, November 2
Stewardship Sunday
Daylight Savings Time Ends
Monday, November 3
Potluck dinner with our neighbors,
First United Methodist Church
@ 6 pm-dinner at their church more information to follow
Sunday, November 9
Stockade-athon
Expect traffic disruptions
in the AM
Sunday, November 23
Thanksgiving Sunday
Pledge Sunday

“Autumn is a second spring when every leaf is a flower.” ― Albert Camus
“Autumn...the year's last, loveliest smile." ― William Cullen Bryant

Sunday, November 30
First Sunday of Advent
_______________________
The November issue of the Envoy will
be available on November 2. The
deadline to submit articles, committee news, announcements, etc. is
October 27. Thank you.

October Meetings - Date Changes
Niles Judson Circle will meet on Monday, October 20 @ 12 pm. Following lunch and a
business meeting, the Circle will visit the
Schenectady City Mission. All women of the
church
are invited to attend.
Church Council will meet the Monday,
October 20 @ 7 pm
Church – Staff Relations Committee
will meet on October 27 @ 7 pm.

