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WELCOME HOME SUNDAY 

September 13 
 

We welcome everyone back home to the church  

after the summer season, new friends and old friends.  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

     

Also on September 13... 

 

 

Church Choir resumes their ministry.   

Rehearsal is @ 9 am. 

 

Worship and Nurture Committee will be hosting a volunteer 

training circuit after church and before our ice cream  

social.  If you're an usher, greeter, communion server,  

scripture reader, sound system maven, O&A/W&A candle 

lighter or an opener or closer, please join us right after  

service for a brief (and fun!) training session.   

There will be prizes ........... 

 

September 20: All Sunday School classes begin. 
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Dear Emmanuel Friedens Friends, 
 

What a summer it has been around your church! And what a season lies ahead as we head back to 
school and work, and as we resume our life together as a church. The last two weeks of August saw a 
remarkably busy happy group of children in motion around our church, as Charlie Lent and her capable 
crew led a grand School of Wonder and Mystery.  
 

As I write, new tenants are preparing to move in to the upper floor of the building, thanks to great 
work by Chuck Lent, Angela Keller and Phil Grigsby, and a lot of behind the scenes work by David 
Snyder, Maria Puccio, Bart Bisgrove, and our capable painter, Mike Jessup. The organization sharing 
our space is a local branch of Catholic Charities engaged specifically with healthcare outreach and case 
management for patients with HIV/AIDS and other health challenges. I am grateful that an organization 
doing work very much in keeping with our vision and direction will be housed in the building: more 
ministry happening from our church building!  
 

Our “Last Saturday” monthly free church brunch program continued through the summer. This past 
Saturday, at least 110 members of the community and many Emmanuel Friedens members and friends 
came together for yet another successful gathering.  
 

As we enter our church program year this fall, I am happy to report the return of all our teachers for 
children and youth church school. Church School resumes on September 20th! We have an exciting line 
up of speakers and discussion topics planned for adult Sunday School beginning that week as well.   We 
also have other special events coming up! Read your newsletter carefully, to get more information on 
what is coming up in the months ahead.  
 

As we enter September, I rejoice to be here as your pastor. I rejoice in your openness; your welcome of 
all people; and your willingness to try new things. I rejoice in your commitment to hands-on ministry 
with your neighbors.  
 

If it has been a while since you came to church, consider this a warm invitation to jump back in, and be 
part of the inclusive, lively and joyful community that is Emmanuel Friedens Church. 
 

In Christ’s Peace,  Peter 
______________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A Vision for Our Journey 
 

Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching, 
Committed to  
    Growing hearts and minds; 
     Learning openness, courage and love; 
      Serving with our neighbors; 
       Pursuing God’s justice and peace; 
        Inviting others to share the journey! 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
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Worship and Fellowship 

The Weeks Ahead in Worship 
 

Sunday, September  6:  Labor Day Sunday—
Communion, We Share at Christ’s Table    
 Reading: James 2:1-17  
 Meditation:  Good Work 
 Peter J.B. Carman leading worship 
 Debbie Gehman leading music 
 

Sunday, September 13:  Welcome Home Sunday 
 Sermon:  Which Jesus? 

 Peter J.B. Carman leading worship 

 Church choir resumes; choir rehearsal at 9 am 
      Worship followed by (fun!) orientation for  
       volunteers and Ice Cream Social 
 

Sunday, September 20, Guest Preacher: The Rever-
end Dr. Marsha E. Williams, our new UCC NY Asso-
ciate Conference Minister for Clergy and Authorized 
Ministry Concerns 
 Church School resumes 
 Adult Sunday School series begins on the topic 

Carefully Taught to Hate—Faith’s Response to 
Racism, with presentation and discussion on  

      racism by Rev. Dr. Williams. 
 

Sunday, September 27: Eighteenth Sunday after 
Pentecost 
 Reading: Mark 9: 38-40 
 Sermon: Whoever Is Not Against Us 

 Peter J.B. Carman leading worship 
 

Sunday, October 4: World Communion Sunday-We 
Share at the Table of Christ’s Love 
 Reading: Mark 10:13-16 
 Meditation: The Peace of God is a Child 

 Peter J.B. Carman leading worship 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Faithing Up To Racism— 
A Shared church retreat 
(Emmanuel Baptist of Albany  

and Emmanuel Friedens Churches) 
 

In this troubling historical moment, many of us 
struggle to understand and navigate chronic, racial 
issues. How does our faith help us even talk about 
race, let alone act in faithful ways to dismantle the 
structural racism of our day?  
 

This one-day retreat offers a grace-filled opportuni-
ty to engage in spiritual practices, like humility and 
deep listening to experiences that are not our own, 
as we bring our faith to bear on this spiritual/and 
political/and human problem.  Skilled facilitators 
will tell stories and lead conversations to encourage 
our own sharing and fuller understanding.    
 

The retreat will be held on Saturday, November 21 
from 8:30 am-4 pm at the First Reformed Church of 
Scotia, 224 N. Ballston Ave. Cost: adults, $20/
person; children and youth, FREE. Scholarships are 
available – please ask Peter.  

 

We invite all  to  attend. 
  

Brochures will be out within the month  
Check the church’s website 

Registration is due by October 25 
 

Shared Church Events: 
 Bonfire/Hayride for all Ages: Sunday, October 

18 following Sunday School, Riverview Orchards 
in Rexford 

 Pulpit Exchange: Sunday, November 8. The Rev. 
Kathy Donley will preach at our church. 

 Potluck Supper: Saturday, November 21 @  
      5:30 pm, Emmanuel Baptist Church in Albany 

 
 

 
 
 
 

“I have told him it’s very easy, anyone can fly. All you need is somewhere to go that you can’t get to any other 
way. The next thing you know, you’re flying among the stars.” Tar Beach by Faith Ringgold 
 
Well, as I sit here on the Monday after the conclusion of my second 
year as Director of School of Wonder and Mystery I can’t help but 
have a feeling of thankfulness, reflectiveness, and exhaustion.  

 

This year our theme was Let 
Your Spirit Soar and by golly 
that’s exactly what we did. 
Our campers spent their days 
in our church learning about 
spirit and defining it for 
themselves in worship, learn-
ing about the spirit of Amelia 
Earhart and the Wright 
Brothers as they 
brought our country 
to new heights literal-

ly in reading and writing, conducting flight inspired experi-
ments including an egg drop in science, singing about the spirit 
and with spirit in music, and expressing their spirit together 
through a mural based on Tar Beach in art. With the generous 
donations from so many, we as a church, were not only able to 
feed these children’s souls but also their bellies with a free 
breakfast, snack, and lunch every day.  Our program was able 

to venture out to 
Albany Pine Bush 
Conservatory and to perform for the ladies at the Heritage 
Home. We also 
welcomed the 
Scotia Traveling 
Museum, which 
brought us ex-
citing programs 
about flight.  
 

 

 
(Continued on page 5…) 
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In total, we served over 60 children ranging in grades from kindergarten 
to eighth grade. There are so many people to thank that played a role in 
making this possible. I would like to thank Faye Saville for coordinating 
the menu and volunteers to serve lunch for the two weeks of program. I 
would like to thank all the lunch volunteers; Faye Saville, her neighbor, 
Sherri, Betty Detwyler, Evelyn Kauffman, Eric Detwyler, David Chancey, 
Matt and Ben Guevara-Chancey, Jackie Scholten, Mary Lou Chotkowski, 
Marilyn Bisgrove, Faye Bailey, Deb Lent, Jocelyn McKinney, and Jeff 
Fletcher. I would also like to thank the volunteers that transported 
some of our campers back and forth; Vern and June Scoville, Faye Bai-
ley, Marian Shearer, and Jackie Scholten. Thank you to the volunteers 
that just were there on a daily basis helping me make sure everything 
was running smoothly; Marian Shearer, Faye Bailey, Halle and Seth 
Fletcher, Morgan Honeybill, Natalie Puccio, Danielle O’Brien, and Sandy 
and John Detwyler. Also a big thank you to Maria who has helped me 
with all the behind the scenes sorts of things and always had answers 
for me when I had questions, Dave Snyder, who cleaned up after us and 
made sure the space was ready for us to use each day, and Peter Car-
man for joining us on our trip and showing confidence in me and our 
program. Lastly, a thank you to this year’s teachers; Miss Diane, who 
taught art, Miss Allison who taught reading and writing, Miss Pam, who 
taught science,  and Mr. Brian, who taught music.  
 

Thank you to everyone in this church family for their support, encourage-

ment and kind words. It is much appreciated.   … Charlie Lent 

We add our thanks to Charlie Lent, 

our Director of the School of Wonder 

and Mystery, following a very success-

ful program. Charlie’s organizing and 

recruiting, curriculum creation and 

teaching, were an extraordinary gift to 

the church and the children who participated in the program.  

 Remember to check out the children’s artwork (especially the mural) 

which is located in Fellowship Hall and on the hallway walls. 

The School of Wonder and Mystery 
(Continued) 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
(from Committees & Members) 

The Outreach and Mission Committee continues to serve 
the community with a monthly meal the last Saturday of 
every month from 10:30-11:30 am. The numbers have 
fluctuated, but we still see over 50 people every month. 
We cannot thank the church enough for its support. An 
additional thank you for all of you who have been able to 
make it to the brunch to help. It has been great to see the 
number of different people come help put this brunch on 
and we think it speaks to who we are as a church and con-
gregation.  
 

After much discussion, it has been decided that the 
brunch needs to be run by its own committee. Therefore, 
the Outreach and Mission Committee is forming a brunch 
sub-committee. This sub-committee will run all aspects of 
the brunch and report to the Outreach and Mission Com-
mittee every month at its meeting. If you are interested in 
joining this committee or have any questions, please do 
not hesitate to contact Cassidy Lent at 518-487-1753 or 
snowstorm87@hotmail.com. Thank you again! 

Cassidy Lent, Chairperson of Outreach  
and Mission Committee 

Niles Judson Missionary Circle is looking 
forward to their first meeting of the 2015-
2016 season on Monday, September 14 at  
1 pm at the Glenville Queen Restaurant on 
Route 50.  All women of the church are cor-
dially invited to join them.  
 

Interesting meetings have been planned for 
the months ahead. We meet at 12 pm in 
the church boardroom,  on the second 
Monday of each  month, with the exception 
of January. Bring your lunch, enjoy a deli-
cious dessert and beverage, and participate 
in the fellowship of church women… We'll 
look for you.   Josephine Cristy, President 

Giving Tree – This Fall, look for the installation of   

Emmanuel Friedens Church's first Giving Tree in the 
lower lobby entrance. Designed to celebrate, 
acknowledge and remember the many generous past 
and future donors to the Church's ministry, the Giving 
Tree will feature donor leaves, stones and doves en-
graved with the names of Church donors and benefac-
tors.            The Stewardship Committee 

 
 

Hearing Assist Devices (A Reminder): As 
more people wanted to take advantage of 
our hearing   assist headsets, which work 
only in the sanctuary, we have ordered a 
few more.  We also have ordered an extra 
“neck loop” which enables people who use 
hearing aids with this feature to use the 
loop the goes around the neck instead of 
using headphones.  If you would like to try 
it out to see if you would like us to order 
one for you, let Faye Bailey know.  We have 
Grace Waddell to thank for all the hearing 
assist devices as her family wished that her 
memorial money be used for audio  
purposes. 
 

Whether you use the devices or not, if you 
want to contribute money to be dedicated 
to audio assistance, please mark the com-
ments section of your check “for Audio 
Fund”.  The receiver costs $103, the head-
set costs $14.50, and the neck loop costs 
$46.50.      

mailto:snowstorm87@hotmail.com
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Adult Sunday School Series to Begin September 20 
 

Our first Fall Adult Discussion Series begins following Coffee Hour on Sunday, September 20. Our Theme is 
Carefully Taught to Hate—Faith’s Response to Racism. Keynote presenter for the series will be our guest 
preacher that morning, Rev. Dr. Marsha E. Williams*. The series will be approximately six weeks long, and 
include discussions led by members and friends on a variety of topics including: our response to immi-
grants; structures of privilege and systematic oppression; how the Bible has been used to justify oppression 
and a final discussion on Christian faith and our response to hate. Be sure to join us for what promises to be 
educational and thought provoking discussion.  
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

*The Reverend Dr. Marsha E. Williams started with the UCC NY Conference on April 3. She is a   

native of Indianapolis, Indiana.   Her academic degrees include a B.A. in Religion from Martin Uni-

versity, an M.A. in Theological Studies from Christian Theological Seminary, a Doctorate in Organi-

zational Leadership from Indiana Wesleyan University, as well as a certificate as a Paralegal from 

the Professional Careers Institute in Indianapolis.  She has served in pastoral ministry since 1995 

serving churches in Indiana as well as the Pacific Northwest Conference of the United Church of 

Christ.  She has served as an Assistant Pastor, Pastor, Senior Pastor, New Church Start Founding Pastor, Interim 

Minister and Transitional Minister which has provided her with a broad understanding of the various contexts of 

ministry. 

 

           Save the Dates 

Christian Education &  Activities  

Emmanuel Friedens’ Youth Group will hold their annual 
Community Closet Clothing Sale on Saturday, October 3 
for our neighbors. All items will sell for 25¢. Proceeds 
from the sale will benefit a local charity.  Volunteers will 
be needed to sort clothing and work the sale. Look for 
volunteer sign-up forms over the next few weeks.  

 

We are still accepting donations–new or gently used items (clothing, 
shoes/boots, coats/jackets, handbags, gloves, scarves and hats, infant to 
adult sizes). 119.  Thank you. 

Fall Family Fun Day, Sunday, October 18  from 1-3:30 pm 
@ Riverview Orchards, Rexford NY 

Hayride, bonfire, donuts, cider, s’mores, hot dog roast 
Sign up on Sunday mornings! 

We will be joined by Emmanuel Baptist of Albany. 

As a Welcoming and  
Affirming/  

Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 
welcomes and 

affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, martial 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into   membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

STAY CONNECTED 
 
 
 
 
 

www.facebook.com/ 
emmanuelfriedenschurch 

 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, New York  12307 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, NY  12307 
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Month of October 

 

Saturday, October 3 
Community Closet 

Clothing Sale 
 

Sunday, October 18 
Fall Family Fun Day 

@ Riverview Orchards 
 

Sunday, October 25 
Quarterly Business Mtg. 
following Sunday classes 

___________________ 
 

The October issue of the  
Envoy will be available on 
October 4. The deadline to 
submit articles, committee 

news,  announcements, etc. 
is September 25. Thank you. 

An Opportunity for You to Share in the Fun - During a recent Trustee 

meeting, we had a good discussion about doing repair and maintenance work at 
the church.  In order to keep costs down, we need to ask for volunteers to do 
some of work, if they can, rather than always calling professional repair people. 
Now days, it costs about $125 just to have a repair person drive to the church 
without doing anything else. 
 

As the discussion progressed, it was suggested that more people would help out 
but they needed training and information from those who know.  It seems the 
feeling is that for some things Vern Scoville and Bart Bisgrove have a monopoly  
in knowing about things and others are reluctant to interfere with their activity.  
A good example of this is doing dishes using the dishwasher.  It seems Vern is 
always running the dishwasher. 
 

Upon hearing this, I vowed to try and involve other people and do training.  
Thus, the reason for this request.   The job is not just assembling a dishwasher, 
it involves the whole job of getting the dishes washed.  A good place to start this 
training would be for the Saturday brunch, that our church does for the commu-
nity, on the last Saturday of each month.   The brunch is open to the public from 
10:30 to 11:30 am but preparations for dishwashing have to start at least by 
10:00 am and cleanup at the end lasts to about 12:30 pm. 
 

I would like to train two people at a time to do dishwashing and I want people 
who are willing to stay the whole time, i.e., 9:30 am to 12:30 pm.  Over the past 
20 years, since the church has had the dishwasher, there have been a number 
of times people have helped out but most of them have not stayed through the 
whole time and thus there training is deficient. 
 

Please let me know if you are willing to do this.   
 Remember, I don’t have a corner on the market for  
washing dishes but I do have a desire for clean dishes. 
Vern Scoville (393-3442) 


