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WELCOME HOME SUNDAY 

September 11 
 

We welcome everyone back home to the church  

after the summer season, new friends and old friends.  

 

 
    

And the... 

 

 

 

following worship  

THE ENVOY 
A Newsletter of  Emmanuel Friedens Church 

American Baptist and United Church of Christ Congregation 

218 Nott Terrace, Schenectady, NY  12307 
Rev.  Peter J.B. Carman, Pastor 

 

Contact  Us: 
(518) 374-4114 

ebcfried@nycap.rr.com 
www.emmanuelfriedens.org 

 

 Rev. Carman’s E-mail 

pjb.carman51@gmail.com 
 

Minister of Music 
Michael P. Harrison 

mpharrison@comcast.net 
 

Worship Hours 
Sunday @ 10 am 

 

Sunday Classes 
(Sept-June) 

11:15 am  
 

Office Hours (M-F) 
9 am-3 pm  

Summer: 9 am-1 pm 
 
 
 

in Fellowship Hall 

 

September 11: The Choir resumes their ministry this 

month.  Rehearsal will be held @ 9 am. 

 

September 18: All Sunday School classes begin. 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

Dear Emmanuel Friedens Friends, 
 
It is September already, hard as it may be to believe! I hope you have had a wonderful summer. 
Over Labor Day weekend, I was driving around town, showing my sister Alice and my brother-in-law 
Raju the city of Schenectady. As we drove past Emmanuel Friedens Church, I realized afresh: our loca-
tion is on the edge of several worlds, at the intersection of struggle and prosperity, of privilege and pri-
vation. Our calling is to open the doors to the Church, to those on all different sides of these sometimes 
conflicting worlds, to keep creating a place of meeting, of meaning, of justice and love, where humanity 
can gather in the cause of Love. This is amazing work, an amazing opportunity. 
 

This coming Sunday, worship returns to the Sanctuary. Our choir begins its rehearsals before church 
with Music Minister Michael Harrison (yes, you too can be singing!)  Following worship we kick things off 
for the fall with our traditional ice cream social, hosted by our Christian Education and Activities com-
mittee. Have friends who likes ice cream? Invite them along. 
 

I am excited to join you in getting back into the swing of things, this September.  Church School resumes 

on September 18 for all ages; on September 25, Lynn Carman Bodden and I will swap pulpits so you will 

get to hear a different voice, and have a chance to visit with Lynn.  

There is an exciting list of speakers and conversations scheduled for our Adult Sunday School class, held 
after church each Sunday throughout the fall. Our time together as it is planned throughout the Fall rep-
resents the concerns of our congregation well; discussions will range from concerns around institutional 
racism to Muslim-Christian relations to meeting two Catholic sisters working at St. Joseph’s Place on 
Hamilton Hill, to a visit from an Episcopal priest friend from Maine who will lead conversation on Faith 
and Transgender. See within for more details, week to week…. 
 

Our fall season moves quickly, so it is not too early to ask you also to hold a couple of October dates!  
Sunday October 2, in lieu of our usual church school classes after worship we will have our first ever in-
tergenerational birthday party for EVERYONE. Regardless of when your birthday is, or how old you are, 
we will celebrate together with a cake for every month and a healthy alternative for those who can’t eat 
cake. 
 

Sunday October 9 from 12:15 to 2 there will be a Safe Church class/orientation beginning with a light 
lunch, here at the church. Our leader will be Shirley Readdean, a certified “Safe Sanctuaries” trainer, 
well-respected community activist and a member of First United Methodist Church. We invite everyone 
to this gathering. But it is particularly important for anyone who volunteers with children or youth at 
the church to be present for a refresher, even if you have attended trainings in the past. 
 

Well that’s a foretaste of the months ahead. I hope you will want to be part of the action, part of the 

learning and part of the prayer life, here at Emmanuel Friedens Church.  

In Christ’s Peace,   

Peter 

Peter JB Carman, Pastor 



Continued from Page 1 
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The Weeks Ahead in Worship 
 

Sunday, September 11:  Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Reading: Luke 15: 1-10; Sermon:  The Mercy of God. Peter JB Carman is preaching.  
 

Sunday, September 18:  Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Readings: Amos 8:4-7, Luke 16:1-13; Sermon:  Christianity and Economic Justice. Peter JB Carman is 
preaching.   11:15 am Church School for all ages! 
 

Sunday, September 25: Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Rev. Lynn Carman Bodden, Guest Preacher (Peter JB Carman is preaching at First Reformed Church of 
Scotia.) 
 

Sunday, October 2: Communion Sunday, Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
Reading: Habakkuk: 1:1-4; 2:1-4; Sermon: A Vision for These Times. Peter JB Carman is preaching.  
 

Sunday, October 9: Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 
Readings: 2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c; Luke 17:11-19; Sermon: The Blessed Foreigner. Peter JB Carman is 
preaching.  
 

Sunday, October 16: Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost 
Readings: Genesis 32:22-31; Luke 18:1-8; Sermon: On Wrestling with Angels. Peter JB Carman is 
preaching.  

Lift Up Your Voice and Sing! 
 
The Emmanuel Friedens Church choir is starting 
up again after our summer break and we're seek-
ing new members to join us for another season 
of fellowship and song. We rehearse Sunday 
mornings at 9:00 am in the choir room and sing 
at several worship services each month. Rehears-
als begin on September 11 and the first wor-
ship service we'll sing for is September 18. We'd 
love to have you sing with us! If you're interested 
in the choir, but still unsure whether you'd like to 
join, feel free to sit in on any rehearsal and check 
it out.  
 

To join the choir or to find out more about it, 
please e-mail the Minister of Music, Michael Har-
rison, at mpharrison@comcast.net or speak with 
him after a Sunday service.   

IN MEMORIAM 
Malinda Myers 

June 8, 1920— July 28, 2016 
 

A longtime member of  
Emmanuel Baptist Church (since 1965) 

 

Malinda passed away at the nursing home  in 
the late morning with her daughter, Joy and 
longtime friend, Marion Frowein by her side.  

Her memorial service was held at the church on    
Saturday, August 6. Contributions may me made 

in Malinda’s memory to Schenectady County 
Community College. 

_____________________________________ 
Malinda Myers to be Honored—Malinda Myers 
will be honored by the Schdy. County Legislature 

during their Tuesday, September 13 meeting. 
The meeting will be held at the County Office 

Building (620 State Street), 6th floor at 7 pm. We 
invite Malinda’s friends to attend and make a 
few, brief remarks if given the opportunity. 

 

 
 

  

Mission News: Emmanuel Friedens Member 

will be heading to Nicaragua on a Medical  
Mission—Nancy Spencer, a member of our 
church, has volunteered to be part of the medi-
cal team that will be heading down to Rama, 
Nicaragua in October led by Emmanuel Baptist 
Church of Albany. They were asked to go on this 
mission by the pastor and people of Bethel 
Church (a Nicaraguan church established by 
American Baptist missionaries).  Rama is a city 
of about 63,000 that has no local hospital or 
pediatrician.  
 

Nicaragua is one of the poorest countries in 
Latin America. Astoundingly high percentages of 
adults have hypertension and the resultant 
heart disease and stroke associated with it. 
Childhood anemia and chronic malnutrition is 
rampant and dental care is almost nonexistent. 
The team plans to train individuals in screening 
and treatment of anemia in children and help 
with the initiation of a topical fluoride program 
as well as educational efforts in high blood pres-
sure and diabetes. 
 

The team needs you to participate in this mis-
sion with your prayer support, as they prepare 
for this trip and while they are in Nicaragua, 
from October 7-15.  And the team also needs 
you to support them with your monetary dona-
tion, in any amount, to help reach their goal of 
$6,500. This amount will provide enough medi-
cations and supplies to sustain a medical clinic 
for a full year! Each team member is paying for 
their own transportation, room and board.  
 

All donations are tax deductible. Checks should 
be made payable to “Emmanuel Baptist Church” 
with a note in the memo line: For Nicaragua 
Mission, and sent directly to Emmanuel Baptist 
Church, 275 State Street, Albany, NY  12210. We 
thank you for your support. For more infor-
mation, check out the flyer on the desk in the 
hallway or contact Nancy Spencer.  
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CHURCH NEWS & EVENTS  

 

The Niles Judson Circle cordially invites all the women 

of the church to join us at a luncheon on September 12, 
2015 at 1 pm at the Glenville Queen Diner on Route 50. 
Come to get acquainted, re-acquainted with other women 
of our church. Lots of fun, laughs and camaraderie!  
 

Our regular meetings will begin in October; the date is Oc-
tober 10 @ noon. Bring your lunch and join us for refresh-
ments.  Call me (885-4005) or the church office if you 
would like to attend the luncheon or for more infor-
mation.   … Josephine Cristy, President  
 

Youth has no age….. 
 

Our gathering of the so called “young person’s caucus” 

after the July picnic was very energetic and filled with ex-

citement. I was better able to understand the spiritual, 

social and emotional needs of a particular group within 

our church. At our first gathering, we shared ideas of what 

we would like to do together and we scheduled another 

time to meet.  We met in August and shared scripture, ate 

pizza, and got to know one another. We have another 

gathering scheduled for September 18 at 12:15ish at 

church.  If you are feeling particularly “young” that day 

and are looking for a group to help feed your social, emo-

tional and spiritual needs, I urge you to join us… Charlie 

Reyes  

All Church Birthday Party 
“A party without cake is just a meeting.”- Julia Child 
 

How true! Our church lives are full of meetings so let’s 
have a birthday party for everyone! All are invited and 
everyone will be celebrated! This will be a time of fun and 
surprises. We are celebrating on Sunday, October 2 at 
11:15 am as an intergenerational Sunday school class.  
 

This party is in need of cake! If you love baking or buying 
cakes, please let me know through email, cllo-
ves21@hotmail.com, or by text/call, 694-6589. I am      
SUPER excited about this party! Hope to see everyone 
there!   Charlie Reyes 
 

mailto:mpharrison@comcast.net
mailto:clloves21@hotmail.com
mailto:clloves21@hotmail.com


 
 

 
 
 

“While I know myself as a creation of God, I am also obliged to realize and remember that everyone else and 
everything else are also God’s creation.” – Maya Angelou  
 

This year at the School of Wonder and Mystery we celebrated creation! This was fairly easy as creation is all 
around us and within us. In worship, we read Genesis Chapter 1 and a little bit of Chapter 2. We wondered to-
gether, we asked questions together, and the campers created new understandings of this scripture. They 
learned about God’s creation in reading and writing by studying animals. They also acted in a retelling of the 
creation story.  In science, our campers created oceans in a bottle, terrariums, and engaged themselves in sci-
ence experiments that would further explain the world we live in. In music, they created beautiful and joyful 
music. In art, they captured God’s creation by creating origami animals and nature-filled clay models.  
 

The School of Wonder and Mystery this year served over 40 children. This program was able to offer these chil-
dren engaging programming; trips to the Museum of Innovation and Science (MiSci), Dutch Hollow Farm (in 
Schodack Landing), and the Heritage Home for Women; and time to come together and nourish God’s creation 
with a worship service and free breakfast, snack and lunch. These opportunities would not have been possible 
without the generous support of the congregation. Many of you were able to make financial contributions; you 
all fed our children with donations of breakfast, snack and lunch items; you brought in your water bottles and 
two liter bottles for our experiments; many volunteered their time and energy to work with our children and 
making sure this program was running smoothly; and lastly I felt and heard the words of support and prayer for 
this program. Thank you from the bottom of my heart for all you continue to do for this program and for the 
children of our community. It has such an impact on our church and community. I am so blessed to be able to 
be a part of this program.   Charlie Reyes, Director 

___________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
(Continued on Page 6) 
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The School of Wonder and Mystery 
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Our Thank You: We want to add our thanks on behalf of the congregation to both Charlie Reyes and our 
many other teachers and volunteers for a wonderful program this Summer. Thanks to Charlie for all the 
work before, during and after the program: coordinating, getting supplies, and dealing personally with the 
many aspects of the School of Wonder and Mystery. And thanks as well to all who provided meals, trans-
ported students, taught classes and contributed funds to make this a great year. It was a wonderful, faith-
filled and creative two weeks to behold, even from the sidelines.  --Peter 

 
 
 

 

Adult Sunday Classes—Topics 
 

 September 18 and 25: Discussion of the book, Waking Up White, and Finding Myself in the Story of 
Race, by Debby Irving  Synopsis: For twenty-five years, Debby Irving sensed inexplicable racial tensions 
in her personal and professional relationships. As a colleague and neighbor, she worried about offend-
ing people she dearly wanted to befriend. As an arts administrator, she didn't understand why her di-
versity efforts lacked traction. As a teacher, she found her best efforts to reach out to students and fam-
ilies of color left her wondering what she was missing. Then, in 2009, one "aha!" moment launched an 
adventure of discovery and insight that drastically shifted her worldview and upended her life plan. In 
Waking Up White, Irving tells her often cringe-worthy story with such openness that readers will turn 
every page rooting for her-and ultimately for all of us.  

 

 October 2:  All Church Birthday Celebration, an intergenerational Sunday School event organized by 
Charlie Reyes and the Church Council. Refer to page 4.  

 

 October 9 and 16: Discussion of the book, The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Color-
Blindness by Michelle Alexander.  Synopsis: As the United States celebrated the nation's "triumph over 
race" with the election of Barack Obama, the majority of young black men in major American cities are 
locked behind bars or have been labeled felons for life. Although Jim Crow laws have been wiped off the 
books, an astounding percentage of the African American community remains trapped in a subordinate 
status -- much like their grandparents before them.  In this incisive critique, former litigator Michelle 
Alexander provocatively argues that we have not ended racial caste in America: we have simply rede-
signed it. Alexander shows that, by targeting black men and decimating communities of color, the U.S. 
criminal justice system functions as a contemporary system of racial control, even as it formally adheres 
to the principle of color blindness. The New Jim Crow challenges the civil rights community -- and all of 
us - -to place mass incarceration at the forefront of a new movement for racial justice in America.  

(Continued on Page 7) 

Christian Education & Activities 
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Adult Sunday Classes—Topics (Continued) 
 

 October 23: Islam 101-An Overview: The 5 “Pillars” of Islam will be reviewed, along with excerpts from 
the Qur’an, some Muslim prayers and quotes related to September 11. the purpose of the class is to 
increase the knowledge about a faith understood by few yet prominently featured in the media. The 
Rev. Fr. Jim Kane, Interfaith Affaires Director of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Albany and a retired 
pastor, will be the presenter.  

 

 October 30:  Sisters Linda Neil and Ann Cristi, nuns from St. Joseph’s  Place, a place of hospitality for the 
residents of Hamilton Hill, located on Albany Street in Schenectady, will speak on their ministry or on 
another related topic. 

______________________________________________________ 
    

 

   Mark Your Calendars for…... 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Christian Education & Activities 

Emmanuel Friedens’ Youth Group will hold their fall 
Community Closet Clothing Sale on Saturday, October 8 
for our neighbors. All items will sell for 25¢. Proceeds 
from the sale will benefit a local charity.  
 
Donations are needed!  We are now accepting donations

–new or gently used items (clothing, shoes/boots, coats/jackets, hand-
bags, gloves, scarves and hats, infant to adult sizes). We are especially in 
need of men’s and children’s clothing. Ask your relatives and friends to 

donate too. Bring your donations to the church—Rm. 117.  Thank you. 

Fall Family Fun Day, Sunday, October 30  from 1-3:30 pm 
@ Riverview Orchards, Rexford NY 

Hayride, bonfire, donuts, cider, s’mores, hot dog roast 
$5/person; $15/family 

Sign up on Sunday mornings! 

Safe Church Training 
Sunday, October 9 @ 12:15 pm 

(see page 2 for more details) 

As a Welcoming and  
Affirming/  

Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 
welcomes and 

affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, martial 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into   membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

STAY CONNECTED 
 
 
 
 
 

www.facebook.com/ 
emmanuelfriedenschurch 

 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, New York  12307 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, NY  12307 
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A Vision for Our Journey 
 

Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching, 

Committed to  

    Growing hearts and minds; 

     Learning openness, courage and love; 

      Serving with our neighbors; 

       Pursuing God’s justice and peace; 

        Inviting others to share the journey! 

Month of October 

 

Sunday, October 2 
All Church Birthday Party 

following worship 
 

Saturday, October 8 
Youth Group Community  

Closet Clothing Sale 
 

Sunday, October 9 
Safe Church Training @ 12:15 pm 

 

Sunday, October 23 
Quarterly Business Mtg. 
following Sunday classes 

 

Sunday, October 30 
Fall Family Fun Day 

@ Riverview Orchards 
_______________________ 

The October issue of the Envoy 
will be available on October 5. 
The deadline to submit articles, 
committee news, announce-
ments, etc. is September 30. 


