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WELCOME HOME SUNDAY
September 9

We welcome everyone back home to the church
after the summer season, new friends and old friends.

Sunday Classes
(Sept-June)
11:15 am
Office Hours (M-F)
9 am-3 pm
Summer: 9 am-1 pm
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK...
Dear Emmanuel Friedens Friends,
We are looking forward to a refreshing and spiritually vital fall season, at Emmanuel Friedens Church.
Consider yourself officially invited!
The time is NOW for us to re-engage the journey of faith that is central to our lives, individually and as
families. Whether you are new to the congregation or have been here for many years, NOW is a good
season to affirm our commitment to the inner pilgrimage. And NOW is a great time to commit in fresh
ways to putting faith in action, whether through teaching, offering hospitality to our neighbors, or
simply being a presence where it is needed.
The summer has been busy with a pool party, picnic, a great School of Wonder and Mystery, and other
events—just turn the page for pictures. This edition of the Envoy also has some important details on
the month(s) ahead at Emmanuel Friedens as the school year commences and as we find fresh energy
together as a church. If you have questions or there are ways you would like to be involved, after perusing the pages, please don’t hesitate to give a call or drop us a line at the office. And if you have personal musings or wonderings about your own life’s direction, or deepening the spiritual roots in your
life, don’t hesitate to call your pastor—it’s what I am here for.
In Christ’s Peace
Peter
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Please join us immediately following worship for
our annual Welcome Back ice cream social!
Down in Fellowship Hall, there will be ice cream and all
sorts of toppings. We hope to see you there!

The Choir resumes their ministry this month.
Rehearsals begin on September 9 @ 9 am.
September 16: All Sunday School classes begin.
September 19: Bible Study-Shaping Sunday’s Sermon
resumes on Wednesdays at 7 pm.

Sunday, September 2 : Communion/Dedication of Elias Reyes (Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost)
Reading: James 1: 17-27; Meditation: Words of Truth, Acts of Kindness. Rev. Carman is leading
worship and preaching.
Sunday, September 9: Welcome back to Emmanuel Friedens Church! (16th Sunday after Pentecost)
Worship includes a special presentation on this year’s School of Wonder and Mystery!
Readings: Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23; James 2:1-10, (11-13), 14-17;
Reflection: : How Classy is Christianity? Rev. Carman is leading worship and preaching.
Sunday, September 16: Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday school for all ages resumes after worship and coffee hour!
Readings: Psalm 116:1-9; Mark 8:27-38; Sermon: Steadfast Love. Rev. Carman is leading worship and
preaching.
Sunday, September 23: Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Reading: Mark 9:30-37; Sermon: One Such Child. Rev. Carman is leading worship and preaching.
Sunday, September 30: Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Reading: Mark 9:38-41; Sermon: Holy Alliances. Rev. Carman is leading worship and preaching.
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CHURCH NEWS & EVENTS
Emmanuel Friedens Receives Lilly Endowment Grant
As most of you are aware, in July, August and September of 2019, our pastor Peter Carman will be taking
a sabbatical leave. In preparation for the event, along with its accompanying costs for the church, this
past spring your church leaders spent considerable energy thinking through how best to arrange for Pete’s time away, as well as to turn it to good use for the church.
The result of those deliberations was a grant application to the Lilly Endowment Clergy Renewal Program,
with the theme A Journey of Joy and Justice. The grant allows for the church to bring special speakers and
create events in line with that theme, before, during and after the sabbatical leave. It covers the cost of
paying for part time “coverage” in pastoral care and Sunday morning worship. And it covers the costs of
Peter’s planned travel and visits in Latin America and Europe.
We recently learned that the Lilly Grant has been approved, so planning can proceed this fall for a 2019
Journey of Joy and Justice, not just for the pastor but for the congregation as a whole.
We are grateful to Jan Grigsby and the Church-Staff Relations Committee for their leadership in the application process, and to the members of Church Council for their input and very active support.
The grant writers were Jan Grigsby and Peter Carman, with active editorial and budgetary input from Faye
Bailey, our Treasurer, Angela Keller, Moderator, and Sharon Carter, a professional grant writer. Thanks to
each of them, and to each of you who has helped make this happen.

CHURCH NEWS & EVENTS (Continued)
The School of Wonder and Mystery Wrap-Up (August 6-August 17)
“The future is as bright as your faith.” – Thomas Monson
I can’t believe this was my 5th year directing the School of Wonder and Mystery at Emmanuel Friedens
Church. It makes me so proud to be a part of a church that created and continues to support this ministry in
our community. Our theme this summer was “Our Faith Journey”. In worship, we discussed our faith journeys and how we could become more in touch with our faith and spirituality. One way we connected to our
faith was through labyrinths. We learned what a labyrinth is, how it is different from a maze, did some finger walks through labyrinths and made our own labyrinth that hopefully will be functional for the congregation by mid-September.
In Miss Allison’s class, campers learned about different
stories in the Bible and how each connected to faith.
They also made maps of their heart which are on display
outside of the chapel. Miss Claire’s class connected stories in the bible to weather. Campers made lightning,
tornadoes, and rainbows with her throughout the two
weeks. Mr. Brian taught the campers an oldie but goody
“Joy, Joy” and a new song in Spanish that was shared

An official press release will be coming from the Endowment managers in the Fall. That and more details
soon to come!

Emmanuel Friedens Concert Series 2018-2019 Begins
Our first concert this church year will be performed by countertenor Roger O. Isaacs
at our church on Sunday, October 28 at 3 pm. The concert is free and open to all.
Mr. Isaacs studied music education at the South African College of Music, University
of Cape Town. Soon after he began his solo career in South Africa, he gained recognition for his ability to perform everything from early music to works by 20th century
composers.
Since making his American debut in 1997, Roger Isaacs has performed as a soloist with some of the country’s most prominent choral organizations, and in prestigious venues, including the Kennedy Center Opera
House, Washington National Cathedral, and New York City’s St. Thomas Church on Fifth Avenue. His wide
vocal range has landed him in solo performances ranging from Monteverdi’s “Vesters” to Bach’s “Mass in
B Minor.” He has been hailed by the Washington Post as a “countertenor quite extraordinary both for his
vocal quality and his mastery of baroque style.”
Pass the word on to your family and friends. It will be worth setting aside an afternoon in October to listen
to this wonderful music. (His website: www.rogeroisaacs.com)

with our congregation during a visit from Gerardo and
Horacio. In Miss Jasmine’s class, the campers made fruit roll up scrolls, Noah’s Ark with bananas and animal crackers, prayer bottles and other creative expressions.
This summer we welcomed MopCo, an improvisation group in downtown Schenectady. They worked with
the kids on traits that make a good improv actor like; listening and teamwork. We also invited Miss Sue
who taught the kids how to connect to their faith through yoga. Mr. Ed taught the campers meditation
through various exercises and mindful eating. We also made our annual trip to the Heritage Home for
Women in Schenectady. We shared our songs with the residents there and our heart maps. The campers
also made tissue paper flowers for the ladies.
(Continued on Page 5)
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This program could not have happened without the dedication
of this church. The support, prayers, and donations make these
two weeks possible. There were also volunteers that came each
day to provide and help prepare lunch for the approximately 30
campers we had each day. Thank you to those volunteers.
There were also volunteers throughout the two weeks that
helped in classes and provided a more one on one experience
for our campers. The office is always extremely helpful during
these two weeks as well. Thank you!
We are already looking ahead to next year with some interesting ideas. Thank you for allowing me to head this ministry
for five years. It is a privilege and an honor.
Thank you,
Charlie Reyes
Director of School of Wonder and Mystery
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CHURCH NEWS & EVENTS (Continued)
Our Thank You To the School of Wonder and Mystery: We want to offer thanks on behalf of Emmanuel
Friedens to both Charlie Reyes (our Director) and the teachers and volunteers for a wonderful program this
summer. Thanks to Charlie for all the work before, during and after the program: coordinating, and dealing
personally with the many aspects of the School of Wonder and Mystery. Teachers: we are grateful for the
content of your classes and the spirit of your teaching. Volunteers: Thanks for preparing and providing
meals and assisting in the classrooms. A continued thank you to Faye Bailey for photography. And thanks
to all who contributed funds/food to make this a great year. It was a wonderful 2-weeks. -- Peter

___________________________________
Sunday July 29, Emmanuel Friedens Church gathered for our annual
outdoor worship service and cookout at Collins Park in Scotia. It was a
lovely morning with wonderful food, meaningful worship
and a warm community!

The end of year Sunday school pool party held on
July 1 at Marilyn & Bart Bisgrove’s home. It was a
great success—”the best pool party ever!” Many
families attended and Pastor Peter stopped by.
Great fun, good food and snacks were had by all.
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Emmanuel Friedens Church
218 Nott Terrace
Schenectady,
NY 12307
Emmanuel Friedens
Church

Sunday classes for all ages
resume on Sunday, 9/16.

218 Nott Terrace
Schenectady, New York 12307

Sunday Adult Classes for the Month of September
Theme: God’s People in Schenectady: Confronting our Past and Claiming our Future
September 16: Jesus in Schenectady: Spirituality in the City, discussion led by Pastor Peter Carman
September 23: Black History in Schenectady, discussion led by guest speaker, Julia Holcomb, history
teacher from Schenectady High School
September 30: History of Schenectady from a City Planning View, power-point discussion led by guest
speaker, Chris Spencer, Commissioner of Planning and Development for the city of Albany (and Nancy’s
husband)
October 7: Guest speaker, Brad Lewis, Professor at Union College, will address contemporary planning
issues in the city of Schenectady.

Youth Group (Grades 7-12) will meet on Sunday, September 16 in Room 115
following the worship service. The purpose of the meeting is to plan for the
upcoming school year.

GOOD NEWS FROM THE COMMITTEES
Trustees:
The Financial sub-committee has been working on an "Estate Plan" for the church. It is required, by law, that all non-profits have a plan in place. This does not mean that we are closing
- just complying. There will be an educational meeting, for the congregation to hear about
this plan, on October 14 after worship. Please plan to attend.

As a Welcoming and
Affirming/
Open and Affirming
Church, Emmanuel
Baptist Church and
Friedens United
Church of Christ
welcomes and
affirms
all persons without
regard to sex, martial
status, age , race,
sexual orientation, or
abilities, inviting all
into membership,
mission, and
leadership.

Our organ is scheduled for repairs in October. We now have $1,250 toward the $4,700 estimate. It's not too late to contribute to the repair fund.
Have you noticed that we look neater outside the building? Faye
Bailey has attacked the poison ivy out in back. Bart, Vern and
Vern’s grandson, David, and Dave Snyder have trimmed the trees
overhanging the entryway sidewalk, and the bushes on the church
property. Another improvement - our Emmanuel-Friedens sign
has new LED lights that automatically turn on at dusk. Much
more welcoming. Thank you all for your care of our building.
(Continued on Page 8)
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STAY CONNECTED

www.facebook.com/
emmanuelfriedenschurch

July 2016
At A Glance
October 2018
Sunday
Worship in the Chapel
At A Glance
@ 10 for
am.more
(Check out Envoy Insert
Information - “Save the Dates”*
Saturday, July 9
Sunday, October 14
Community Closet Clothing Sale
Congregational Meeting
8 am-12 pm
following worship
Sunday, 15
July 10
Week of October
Worship
in the Park
Rummage
Sale set-up
@ Collins Park in Scotia
Saturday, October
Picnic to20*
follow.
Church’s Rummage Sale, 8 am-1 pm
Wednesday, July 13
Sunday,
October
21* Meeting
Outreach
and Mission
Quarterly Business
Meeting
@ 6:30
pm
following worship
Saturday, July 30
Saturday, October 29
Community Brunch
Community Brunch
10:30 –11:30 am
10:30 –11:30 am
___________________
For changes
to committee
The summer
issue ofmeetingsthe Envoy will be
check the weekly bulletin
___________________
The October issue of the Envoy will be available the week of October 1, 2018. The deadline to submit articles, committee news, announcements, etc. is Tuesday, September 18.
Thank you.

COMMITTEE NEWS
(CONTINUED)
Sunday School will resume
on Sunday, September 16 SO
"Can you help? In compliance with our Safe Church
Policy, we need a monitor
(who has undergone Safe
Church Training) for the
downstairs hallway during
the Sunday School hour. This
person would just wander
the hallway and make sure
that all is well. We would like
several people to volunteer
so there is a back up in the
event of an absence. Please
contact Mary Lou Chotkowski
if you would like to volunteer.

A Vision for Our Journey
Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching,
Committed to
Growing hearts and minds;
Learning openness, courage and love;
Serving with our neighbors;
Pursuing God’s justice and peace;
Inviting others to share the journey!

