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WELCOME HOME SUNDAY 
September 8 

 

We welcome everyone back home to the church  
after the summer season, new friends  

and old friends.  
 

Mediation Matters is coming to talk to the congregation regarding 
 the process of mediation on this Sunday.  

 
 

Sunday, September 15  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Please join us immediately following worship for  

our annual ice cream social!  
Down in Fellowship Hall, there will be ice cream and all 

sorts of toppings. We hope to see you there! 
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The Choir resumes their ministry this month.   
Rehearsals begin on September 15 @ 9 am. 

 
September 22: All Sunday School classes begin. 
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During the last week of August, Peter traveled to the Netherlands to visit family and was joined by 
Lynn.  The week of September 8 and forward, Peter and Lynn travel by train to a small French town 
near the Spanish border to begin a long journey on foot on the Camino de Santiago (Way of Saint 
James). The Camino is an ancient pilgrimage route traveled by pilgrims from around the world. Peter 
and Lynn will walk together for two weeks, visiting ancient churches and meeting other pilgrims as 
they travel through beautiful mountainous countryside.  Peter leaves the Camino, to begin the trip 
back to Schenectady (September 24 or 25).  Lynn aims to walk the entire Camino de Santiago .  
 

 
Please join us on  Sunday, October 6 after worship for a pot-luck      

luncheon in Fellowship Hall to welcome home Peter after his journey.  
 

 
 
 

From Peter’s On-line Journal:    
August 4: Preaching in Igreja Alegria– Brazil 
 

I had received two invitations to preach on Sunday, the 
first in the morning service of the Pinheiro church in Ma-
ceio, the second one at the main Sunday evening service 
of the Alegria church, a small church in the Alegria favela 
of Maceio. I  also brought greetings to the churches from 
the children of Emmanuel Friedens: large cards that 
were received by the children with grace and some sur-
prise! 

 
 

 
The Weeks Ahead in Worship 

 
 

Sunday, September 8—Welcome Home Sunday:  Rev. Jerrod Hugenot, Associate Executive Minister 
of the American Baptist, NY Conference 
Sunday, September 15:  Kitt Jackson, lay preacher in the RCA 
Sunday, September 22: Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff, former interim, Union College Campus 
Protestant Minister 
Sunday, September 29:   Rev. Dr. Amaury Taῆón-Santos, former head of the Baptist Peace Fellow-
ship 
Sunday, October 6, Communion Sunday:  Peter JB Carman returns to lead worship and preach. 
 
 

Sabbatical Notes—A Journey of Joy and Justice 
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IN MEMORIAM 
 

Alfred Gilbert 
November 22, 1922-July 26, 2019 

 

A Member of  
Emmanuel Friedens Church 

 
We offer our sympathy and prayers to Chris and 
Greg Gilbert and their families upon the death of 
their father, Alfred Gilbert.  Al passed away 
peacefully in the early morning of July 26, 2019 at 
his assisted living facility in Wilmington, DE.  Al 
and his wife, Mary Jo, who died in March 2016, 
were longtime members (since 1975) and very 
active in the life of Emmanuel Friedens Church.  A 
memorial service will be announced later 
(tentatively scheduled for October 2019), led by 
the Rev. Peter J.B. Carman of Emmanuel Friedens 
Church. Interment of inurned ashes (along with 
Mary Jo’s) will be at the Gerald B.H. Solomon   
Saratoga National Cemetery (Schuylerville, NY).  
 

Expressions of sympathy may be sent to the fami-
ly at the following addresses: Christopher Gilbert, 
P.O. Box 513, 20 East Canal Street, Alloway, 
NJ   08001 and  Gregory Gilbert, 2400 S. Ocean 
Dr., 3315,  Ft. Pierce, FL  34949. 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

Donald Brightman 
October 23, 1925 –August 20, 2019 

 

A Member of  
Emmanuel Friedens Church 

 
We were saddened to hear of the death of long-
time church member Donald Brightman. Don 
passed away in the early morning hours of Au-
gust 20, 2019 while in the Baptist Health Nursing 
and Rehabilitation Center in Scotia.   A memorial 
service will be held at Emmanuel Friedens 
Church on Saturday, October 26 at 3 pm with a 
reception to follow hosted by the church. 
 

Let us hold Carolyn, Don’s children, and their 
families in our prayers.  Expressions of sympathy 
may be sent to Carolyn Brightman and family at 
42 Goode Street in Burnt Hills, NY   12027.  
 

 

The Immigrants' Creed (Refer to Insert) 
 

This statement of faith comes from the Presbyterian tradition, which has a tradition of creeds. It was put 
out recently in the National Council of Church’s news brief.   
 

This creed or statement of faith was drafted by an individual Presbyterian minister and is not a formal 
church  document. Other church traditions view creeds as a guide to faith, or may not use them at all. 
However, what this creed or statement of faith expresses is timely, thoughtful, and certainly among some 
-  radical. 
  

Rev. Phil Grigsby 
 

 

 Church Happenings 
 

School of Wonder and Mystery, August 12-23 
 
“Every act, every deed of justice and mercy and benevolence, makes heavenly music in Heaven.”  
– Ellen G. White 
 

Another summer, another 2 weeks of School of Wonder and 
Mystery, another testament to our community, another year 
of feeling extremely proud of this congregation, our values, 
and our spirit.   Our theme this summer was “But the Greatest 
of These is Love”. In worship, we discussed justice and what it 
meant to each of us. We discussed ways that we could all fight 
for justice. We sang songs that have been tools of justice and 
were about a more peaceful world.   

 

 

In Miss Allison’s class, campers created poetry and envisioned a more 
just world. Miss Claire brought in our science theme of the human 
body. The campers learned about digestion, the heart, skin, and vari-
ous organs in the body. They used marshmallows, eggs, vinegar, and 
cheerios to recreate body systems and amazing things that our bodies 
do. Miss Jasmine led campers in various creative expressions. They 
made pizzas that looked like people, created foodie self-portraits, and 
finger sandwiches and parfaits for our celebration.  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Page 4 Issue 372  The ENVOY  



 
 

This summer, we were so fortunate enough to give our campers the opportunity to take some BIG trips. We 
went to Howe Caverns and explored the underground caves. We also spent our last day of program at Scotia 
Splashpad. The campers played on the playground, 
splashed in the splashpad, and enjoyed a delicious 
lunch at Jumpin’ Jacks. We ventured to Bowtie to 
see one of their free summer movies. And Miss Faye 
organized and executed a WONDERFUL exercise 
about the Camino de Santiago. She showed the 
campers a presentation and  discussed what the 
Camino de Santiago was and why people journey 
there. She then led us through a path in Vale Park 
where campers were encouraged to follow markers 
and practice in some self-reflection along the way.  
As one camper put it so perfectly, “Miss Faye has 
super powers.” 
 
 

This year truly showed me how much our congregation cares 
about this program and the children we service. In these tough 
economic times, our program lost its yearly funding through the 
budget. We were funded with many generous donations from the 
people of this church. I feel so overwhelmed with love when I 
think about the generosity this congregation has shown to this 
program. The support, prayers, and donations make these two 
weeks possible. This year was also particularly difficult due to ill-
ness and unforeseen events where I needed to relay Miss Faye, 
Miss Marylou and Miss Maria. These volunteers spent much time, 
energy and resources helping me and helping to make this pro-
gram successful.  Thank you.  
 

Charlie Reyes 
Director of the School of Wonder and Mystery  
 
 
Our Thank You To the School of Wonder and Mystery: We want to offer thanks on behalf of Emmanuel 
Friedens to both Charlie Reyes (our Director) and the teachers and volunteers for a wonderful program this 
summer. Thanks to Charlie for all the work before, during and after the program: coordinating, and dealing 
personally with the many aspects of the School of Wonder and Mystery. Teachers: we are grateful for the 
content of your classes and the spirit of your teaching. Volunteers: Thanks for preparing and providing meals 
and assisting in the classrooms. A continued thank you to Faye Bailey for photography. And thanks to all who 
contributed funds/food enabling the program to continue this summer.   
 

(Church Happenings-Continued on page 6) 
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 Church Happenings (Continued from page 5) 
 

Community Brunch—August 31 
 

Our final picnic for the summer was attended by more than 100 
guests. We served hamburgers, hotdogs, coleslaw, macaroni and 
cheese, watermelon, and ice cream sundaes! The clothing room 
was closed this month for restocking and will reopen next month. 
We are always looking for volunteers to help cook, serve and 
work in the clothing room.  We are looking forward to our Hal-
loween, Thanksgiving and Christmas themed bunches coming up!  
Thanks for all of your support.    Nancy and Robyn 
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Just Some of Our Volunteers ! 

Thank you to all who donated to the Schenectady Clergy Against Hate’s fundraiser, 

Back2School Extravaganza!, which was held on Sunday, August 25 at the  Schenectady Central Park 
Pavilion. Free school supplies were given out as kids readied for another school year! We (EFC’s 
congregation) donated a lot of notebooks!! The event was a great success. 

Upcoming Community and Denomination Events 
 

 Young Musicians Forum - Classical Music Concert: Sunday, September 22 at 2 pm at the Schdy     
County Public Library in downtown Schdy. featuring musicians Jingci Liu and Wenting Yu,  pianists.  

 Fall Retreat for the American Baptist Women of Adirondack and the Capital Area Baptist               
Associations will be held from September 19-21 at the Christ the King Spiritual Life Center just out-
side Greenwich, NY.  The registration deadline has passed but if you are interested in attending, 
please contact Judy Brownell at 518 686-1677. Refer to the church bulletin board for more infor-
mation. 

 UCC NY Conference Hudson-Mohawk Fall Meeting: Saturday, October 19, hosted by EFC. 
 

For additional events, remember to check the church’s bulletin board.  



 

             
 

       Youth Group Mission Trip, August 17-24 
 

The combined youth group of Emmanuel Friedens Church and First United Methodist 
church participated in a mission trip to Wilmington, NC where we were a part of the 
Methodist disaster relief. We helped to paint rooms and hang drywall in hurricane dam-
aged houses in town. We also visited a church that 
was about to reopen after tremendous damage. 
We helped to clean gutters, spiff up the place and 
assemble bunk beds.  

 

We stayed in a mission house in town that was an easy drive to 
Wrightsville beach and Cape Fear River. We were so fortunate to have 
beat the storms and our fingers are crossed that the folks we helped 
will be safe from the weather.  
 

Funds from last years rummage sale helped to fund this trip. A big 
thank you to all who donated.  Our next rummage sale is scheduled 
Saturday, October 19. Please consider donating to keep our mission 
fund growing!  … Nancy Spencer 
 

 
Upcoming Sunday Classes for Adults 
 

September 8:   Mediation Matters will meet with the congregation regarding the process of mediation.   
September 15:  No class; annual ice cream social in Fellowship Hall 
September 22:  An intergenerational class (if any children want to participate) on Camino de Santiago led by 
Faye Bailey (Peter will be walking in Spain 9/11-14). There will be photos, short video, discussion followed by 
a simulated walk through Vale Park to Vale Cemetery and back for those families that would like to            
participate. 
September 29:  Thoughts on the sermon –an open discussion   
October 6:  No class; welcome home party for Peter following worship 

 
 
 
 

Dates to Remember 
 

 

Youth Group Rummage Sale, Saturday, October 19—please bring in your “stuff” and place it on the stage. 
 

Quarterly Business Meeting, Sunday, October 26: Please plan to attend following worship. 
 

Page 7 Issue 372 The ENVOY  

Christian Education  

As a Welcoming and  
Affirming/  

Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 
welcomes and 

affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, martial 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into   membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

STAY CONNECTED 
 
 
 
 
 

www.facebook.com/ 
emmanuelfriedenschurch 

 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, New York  12307 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, NY  12307 

 
 

 
 
 

 
  

October 2019 At A Glance 
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A Vision for Our Journey 
 

Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching, 
Committed to  
    Growing hearts and minds; 
     Learning openness, courage and love; 
      Serving with our neighbors; 
       Pursuing God’s justice and peace; 
        Inviting others to share the journey! 

 Sunday, October 6 
Welcome Home Party for  

Peter JB Carman  
Following Worship 

 

Saturday, October 19 
NY UCC Hudson-Mohawk 
Association Fall Meeting 

(Hosted by EFC) 
9 am-1 pm 

AND 
Youth Group Rummage Sale  

8 am-1 pm  
 

Saturday, October 27 
EFC’s Community Brunch 

10:30 –11:30 am 
Clothing room will be opened. 

AND 
Donald Brightman’s  

Memorial Service  
EFC—Hosted  Reception 

3 pm 
 

Sunday, October 28 
Quarterly Business Mtg., 

Following Worship 

The October issue of the Envoy will be 
available the week of October 13. The 
deadline to submit articles, committee 
news, announcements, etc. is Wednesday, 
September 25 .   


