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WELCOME BACK SUNDAY

September 12

Sunday Classes
(Sept-June)
11:15 am

Worship Service: 10 am in the sanctuary

Office Hours
9:30 am-3:30 pm M-F
9:30 am-1:30 pm M-F
(SUMMER HOURS)
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Outside on the lawn.
We look forward to seeing everyone!
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From the Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rodney Kennedy
AIN'T TOO PROUD TO BEG!"
Status turns upside down with Jesus. The first shall be last; the last shall be first. The greatest shall
be the least; the least shall be the greatest. You are my servants (slaves). In our consumerist
culture, there may not be a more apt analogy for Christians than beggars. The term has no status
among us. Nothing would be more horrifying to the affluent than the idea of being a beggar even if
it was a beggar for Jesus. Not since Francis of Assisi became a beggar and started an entire
movement have Christians taken voluntary poverty seriously.
Before you freak out, I’m not pushing for the establishment of the Franciscan Order of the UCC or
the ABC USA. I’m asking you to think of the reality of our status in a secular culture. We are like
beggars from the first century. The landscape was dotted with beggars, frequently blind ones. St.
Paul, in his letters, uses the word “beg” in his church correspondence. “Friends, I beg you, become
as I am, for I also have become as you are. You have done me no wrong” (Galatians 4:12). “I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been
called” (Ephesians 4:1). “As to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together
to him, we beg you, brothers and sisters, not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by
spirit or by word or by letter, as though from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord is already
here” (2 Thessalonians 2:1 – 2 ). In the King James Version, the word that corresponds to begging is
“beseech” and Paul uses the word at least twenty times.
That’s credibility enough for me. I’m a beggar for the church, and with no status, no authority, and
no rights, I beg you to give your whole heart to the future of Emmanuel Friedens Church. I beg you,
“by the mercies of God to present your bodies as living sacrifices, holy, acceptable unto God, which
is your reasonable service” (Romans 12:1). I beg you to strive together with me in your prayers to
God for our church (Romans 15:30). I beg you that we will all be on the same page, that there are
no divisions among us and that we be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same
vision (I Corinthians 1:10). I beg you, my brothers and sisters that you will addict yourselves to the
ministry of the church (I Corinthians 16:15, KJV – you may need to look this one up and see it for
yourself). I beg you to give your full attention to your loyalty to the church that you are a member
of and a part of for a lot of years. I beg you to support the church with your prayers, your service,
and your presence (in person or digitally).
I’m saying, “I ain’t too proud to beg.” In this effort I claim no authority over you, no judgment of
you, and apply no pressure to you. I wanted to express my thoughts to you with a sense of pathos
(emotion) and not just my usual logos (words and logic). As a beggar I am below you, one down
instead of one up. I am not demanding but exhorting. I am not insisting but asking nicely. I’m Beggar
Rod instead of Dr. Rod.
May the Lord bless you and be good to you and give you peace. Rod
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Sunday Worship
(Live in –person, Zoom link or online)
Rev. Dr. Rodney Kennedy will lead worship and preach.
September 5: Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost,
(Communion Sunday)
Readings: James 2:1-10, (11-13), 14-17
Sermon: “It’s Always About the Bread”
September 12: Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Readings: Isaiah 50: 4-9a, James 3:1-12, Mark 8:27-38
Sermon: “Show Your Colors”
September 19: Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
Readings: James 3:13-4:3, 7-8, Mark 9: 30-37
Sermon: “Gentle Wisdom”
September 26: Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Lighting the Candle of Welcome, Openness and Affirmation
Reading: Mark 9:38-50
Sermon: “In Jesus No Outsiders”
October 3: Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
(World Communion Sunday)
Readings: Job 1:1, 2: 1-10, Hebrew 1:1-4. 2: 5-12,
Mark 10:13-16

Sermons
Dr. Kennedy’s sermon from the past Sunday is sent out via mail
and e-mail during the week, as well as being posted on the
church’s website under “Worship”.

Sunday Worship remains available via Facebook Live on the Church’s Facebook Page (https://
www.facebook.com/Emmanuel-Friedens-Church-122934277889274/) and by Zoom, with a
Zoom link and passcode being sent to the congregation each week (via the Sunday bulletin).
And for video recordings of all worship services, a link is available on the church’s website,
www.emmanuelfriedens.org—Home page.

As a Welcoming and
Affirming/
Open and Affirming
Church, Emmanuel
Baptist Church and
Friedens United
Church of Christ
welcomes and
affirms
all persons without
regard to sex, martial
status, age , race,
sexual orientation, or
abilities, inviting all
into membership,
mission, and
leadership.

STAY CONNECTED

www.facebook.com/
emmanuelfriedenschurch

EFC Community Brunch: Saturday, July 31
Feeding the hungry at Emmanuel Friedens. The grill master is Lutheran.
The ladies serving the drinks are Catholics. The other servers are
American Baptists and UCC. God’s people are doing essential church work!

A Vision for Our Journey
Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching,
Committed to
Growing hearts and minds;
Learning openness, courage and love;
Serving with our neighbors;
Pursuing God’s justice and peace;

