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If you flip through the book of Psalms you’ll find, among the themes of violence 
and supplication and despair that pepper these songs, a number of them that are 
about worshipping God, about being “in the court of the house of God” or about 
the righteous who “flourish in the courts of our God.”  

 

The way people have gathered together to worship God has changed throughout 
time and yet the basic patterns have remained remarkably similar over the cen-
turies, as historians of Christian worship have attested. And we still follow rough-
ly the same pattern as the people of the early church.  

 

First we gather, singing. It’s our chance to give praise to God or, as the psalmist 
says in Psalm 92, “It is good to give thanks to God, to sing praises to your name, 
O Most High.” 

 

Then we read passages from the Bible, often one from the Hebrew scriptures—
the Old Testament, as Christians persist in calling it. Then comes the Psalm—sung 
or chanted. Usually a reading from one of the four gospels follows, each of them 
different versions of the same events in Jesus’ life. I think of the gospels as acci-
dent reports written for the insurance company—one driver sees it this way, and 
another driver sees the same event slightly differently. 
 

Then comes the sermon. Why? Because as St. Paul wrote in Romans, “faith 
comes from what is heard” and so we listen as the preacher (who, ideally, has 
been inspired by the Holy Spirit that week!) illumines the word of God. 

 

After the readings and the sermon come the Prayers of the People.  
 

Different kinds of prayers are sprinkled throughout the service and most of them 
are based on ancient forms. But the Prayers of the People address our specific, 
current realities.  

 

These prayers cover everything—social justice concerns, the state of the world, 
personal anguishes and hopes. They are a laundry list of our hopes that God will 
make us stronger, better people in a stronger, better world. 

 

What follows next is the Offering, as if to answer the question the psalmist raises 
in Psalm 92: “What shall I return to God for all God’s bounty to me?” 

 

In the early church—and in some churches, still--people brought food as part of 
their offering as well as financial gifts, so that the food could be distributed later 
by deacons to those who were unable to come to the worship service. 

 

What followed the Offering was the meal. We call it by many names: Eucharist 
(which means “thanksgiving”), The Lord’s Supper or Holy Communion. Theologi-
ans have been fighting over exactly what is happening in Communion for a long,  
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long time. My own belief is that you can’t legislate faith. And that what’s really important—and power-
ful--is that we are gathering together in Jesus’ name to be the body of Christ in this world. Communion 
nourishes us so that we may be so. 
 

Then the worship leader blesses the people and sends them on their way with the charge that they love 
God and their neighbor.  
 

We leave singing, just as we gathered. And we can remember Augustine’s most quoted words: “The 
one who sings prays twice.” 
 

Over the past few months, David and I have had many conversations about worship and how unique an 
experience it truly is. In worship, our senses are fully engaged: we hear and we sing and we smell and 
we touch and we see. In that holy hour on Sunday morning, we are really, really awakened! 
 

To that end, David and I will be trying some new things in worship this fall and during Advent. In order 
that your worship experiences be more meaningful and your praise to God more heartfelt, we will be 
drawing on resources from across traditions and offering some additional worship opportunities (keep 
your eyes peeled for The Blessing of the Animals in October—peacocks and kangaroos are welcome!). 
 

It is our hope that by enriching and expanding how we worship we may be as those of whom psalmist 
says in Psalm 84: “Happy are those who live in God’s house, ever singing your praise!” 
 
In Christ’s grace, 
Rev. Jo Page 

Continued from Page 1 

School of Wonder & Mystery 
 

 

Another spectacular School of Wonder and Mystery has come and gone.  
It’s time to share the memories.  From August 5-14 the education wing 
was full of life, laughter and learning. With lots of new participants and 
new teachers the program was refreshing and exciting.  Attendance was 
better this year, averaging about 29 each day out of the 34 registrations.  
 

The theme Water, Water, Everywhere, incorporated Bible stories 
and environmental justice.  The lessons, worship, music and ac-
tivities enabled participants to embrace water as a precious spir-
itual and natural resource from Biblical times to the 21st century. 
 

Week one was packed with class time, recreation, snacks, singing 
at the Heritage Home for Women and the family celebration.  
Week two included a special program from 5-Rivers, a prayer 
path and field trip to CMOST (Children’s Museum of Science and 
Technology) to see a Hudson River exhibit. 
 

Classroom Time 
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School of Wonder & Mystery (Continued from page 2) 
 

As always, the support this ministry receives from the congregation 
and community is amazing.  Thanks to all the volunteers, generous 
donations and Capital Region Theological Center’s  
resourcing grant. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Many thanks to: 
 Eve Mayhew-Guskie, who served as our director this year,    
 The teachers: Melanie Tuxbury, Music; Sarrah Essa, Language Arts; Han-

nah Guskie, the Dolphins; and Marcia Tolman, Science, for creating such 
an imaginative program this year, 

 Counselors-in-Training: Deanna Gillisslee, Timel Madigan-Downing, Emily 
Rzonca, Brianna Tejada,  

 The program leaders for Week 2 (August 12-14) – Faye Bailey, Hannah Guskie and Marcia Tolman. 
 Faye Bailey as the snack/lunch/driver coordinator, 
 Faye Bailey and Marcia Tolman – photography, videography, other technical support, 
  The snack/luncheon volunteers: Jeanne Andersons and friend, Faye Bailey, Carolyn Brightman, Pat 

Bumbarger, Mary Lou Chotkowski, Evelyn Kaufman, Pat McAllister, Maria Puccio and Hazel Wilson, 
 Drivers: Michael Andersons, Faye Bailey, Sandy George/John Detwyler, Charlie Lent, Maria Puccio, 

Elliess Riemer, and Marian Shearer, 
 Maria Puccio for organizing registration and preparing daily paperwork. 
 The Rozek Family for donating the scuba gear used for our mascot and for fun activities 
 AND to Marcia Tolman,  for overall coordination of the program. The enthusiasm and endless energy she gives 

to this ministry is amazing.  

Scuba Man- our mascot 

Classroom Time 
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Church News and Notes 

Online Giving at Emmanuel Friedens Church 
 

 We are now ready to receive money for the church via online giving.  Some call this electronic giving.  
Some of you might say, “ What took you so long to catch up to the rest of the world?”  Others might 
say, “ What is online giving and how do I do it?”  Yet others might say, “What is the reason for doing 
this?” 
 

 I would like to speak first about the reason for doing online giving.  For well over a year, we have been 
talking about this subject.  There is considerable amount of literature floating around that indicates 
while there are costs/fees associated with online giving, the overall result is that the church will receive 
more income.  This is based on two premises.  One is that online giving makes it possible to have your 
donation made automatically on a predetermined schedule. Any missed payments, such as when you 
are on vacation, will be made to the church. The other is that online payments are becoming the 
“norm” for many people and the church should be able to receive gifts in this manner. Online giving 
provides congregation members and friends of Emmanuel Friedens another alternative in which to do-
nate to the church. If you are using offering envelopes and wish to continue to do so, we are more than  
happy to accommodate this.  
 

So how is online giving done?  There are two methods. 
 

Electronic Transfer:  Money will be electronically transferred from your bank account to the church’s 
bank account.  This is really the same as writing a check except it is done electronically. You have the 
option of paying an amount as a one time transaction or you can set it up to pay a certain amount peri-
odically.   
 

Credit or Debt Card: Donations to the church are made using your credit or debit card.  This is just like 
making online purchases using your card.  
 

The procedures for online giving are summarized as follows: Go to the church’s website 
(www.emmanuelfriedens.org) and click on the button for online giving.  A first time user will have to 
create a profile page which involves giving your name, address and e-mail address.  You will either 
choose to donate by electronic transfer or pay by credit or debit card. If you choose electronic transfer, 
you will record your bank account identification which are the numbers on the bottom of your check.  If 
you want to pay by credit or debit card there is a place to record your information.    
 

We are using Vanco Services to host our secure webpage for online giving.  Vanco Services provide 
online services to more than 12,000 churches, schools and nonprofit organizations. 
 

This is a short introduction to online giving and I am sure there will be start up questions, so please feel 
free to ask.  
 

Vern Scoville 
393-3442 
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The funeral service for Louise was held on Tues-
day, August 27 at our church. Interment fol-
lowed in Park View Cemetery in Schenectady. 
Expressions of sympathy may be sent to Tom 
and his family at 122 Sherman Street, Schenec-
tady 12303. Memorial contributions may be 
made to the National Multiple Sclerosis Society, 
PO Box 4527, New York, NY 10163 
(www.nationalmssociety.org) or a charity of 
your choice. 

 
 
 

Church News and Notes (Continued) 

From The Outreach and Mission Committee... 
 

 -- Let Us Cook for You! Come to the Ziti Dinner, Thursday, September 19  from 4 -7 pm in Fellowship Hall;     
eat-in or take out, $6/person; children eat  free at eat-in. Proceeds will benefit the Committee’s local assis-
tance projects. 

 

 --- Buy a piece of sod to help spread the word of God 
The Committee will be selling pieces of "sod" for $10.00 each to help the Getsemani Baptist Church in Nic-
aragua purchase land to build a church in Masachapa.  We will collect donations until next Sunday, Sep-
tember 15 or money can be given to the church office.   
 

 --- The Committee is also collecting materials to organize hygiene and school kits for Church World Ser-
vices.  We will be sending a shipment out in late September.  We will have a box set up in the foyer if you 
would like to make a donation.  The lists are very specific as to what they will accept and are as follows: 
 

 Hygiene Kit - hand towel measuring 16" x 28", washcloth, wide-tooth comb, nail clipper, soap, tooth-
brush, standard size band aids 

 

 School Kit - blunt metal rounded tip scissors, 70 count spiral notebooks, 12" ruler, hand-held pencil 
sharpener, large eraser, pencils with erasers, box of 24 crayons, 12"x14" to 14"x17" finished size 
cotton or lightweight canvas bag with cloth handles. 

Thank you for your support!    … Outreach and Mission 
 

  

 

Service of Ordination for Catharine Cline - Cathi 

Cline has been called to minister at Grace UCC in Hou-
ston, Texas as their Minister of Justice and Social Action. 
Grace is an Open and Affirming, multi-racial, multi-
cultural congregation serving in the international section 
of Houston. Our church will host Cathi's ordination on 
Saturday, September 14, 2013 at 3 pm. All members of 
our church are invited to attend. A reception will follow 
the service of ordination. Please RSVP to the church 
office if you are planning to attend. 

IN MEMORIAM 
Louise Simpson Houston 

October 13, 1928-August 22, 2013 
A Member of Emmanuel Baptist Church 

 Choirs resume their ministry this 

month starting with the SATB choir singing 
on Sunday, September 15.  

 

We would like the thank the following individuals 
who gave of their time, talents, and voices in June 
and during summer worship: Rev. Gregory, Jan Grigs-
by, John Jones, Danielle O’Brien and Trevor and Jody 
Radez.   

 



Our Ann ual Chu rch Picnic  
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Church News and Notes (Continued) 

The Good Adventurers 
By Sandra George 
 

Please mark your calendars for Satur-
day, October 19 at 11 am  in the 
McChesney Room at the Schenectady 
County Public Library (SCPL)  for a 
digital slide presentation of photos 

taken from 1986 through 1993 highlighting sections 
of Sandra George’s novel “The Good Adventurers” 
followed by a question/answer period and a book 
signing.  The event is sponsored by the Open Door 
Bookstore and the SCPL.  Faye Bailey, Emmanuel 
Friedens’ resident Ken Burns, created the digital 
slide show with her usual talent.    
 

Also, please spread the word that Sandy and John 
will be selling the book at craft fairs: on September 
8 from 10 a.m-5 p.m. @ the First National Bank of 
Scotia Craft Show, 240 Saratoga Rd., Glenville; and 
on September 28 from 12 - 6 p.m., Richmor Aviation 
@ the Schenectady County Airport, Route 50, Glen-
ville.       
 

The novel is based on the sister church relationship 
of Emmanuel Baptist Church (prior to the federation 
with Friedens) with the Getsemani Baptist Church in 
Nicaragua and on the delegation tours John and 
Sandy led to Nicaragua for Emmanuel Baptist 
Church and the Baptist Peace Fellowship of North 
America from 1986-1990, and, lastly, on their two-
year experience of living in Nicaragua as commis-
sioned missionaries from Emmanuel Baptist Church 
from 1991-93.  It is written with fictional characters 
based on real people, but the events within are real. 
 

When Sandy and John were commissioned as ser-
vice missionaries for Emmanuel Baptist Church in 
1991, Sandy worked for Polytechnic University 
(UPOLI) and the Baptist Seminary as an English 
teacher.  Rev. Tomas Tellez, Director of Internation-
al Relations at UPOLI and former Executive Secre-
tary of the Nicaragua Baptist Convention, recently  

sent Sandy an e-mail about the novel.  He said: 
“As I  was reading I was identifying myself with 
places, people and environments, feeling my-
self as being there. The book is a star of soli-
darity, identification with the poor and motiva-
tion to others to be moved to solidarity… The 
language is rich, clear, tasty, attractive; I 
learned a lot of new words in English… I think 
that, more than a novel, your book is a de-
scription of real life and situations…” 
 

The deadline to buy a piece of “sod” for our 
sister church project is fast-approaching.  
Please consider making a donation to help the 
Getsemani Baptist Church in Nicaragua pur-
chase land to build a church in Masachapa. 

The Niles -Judson Circle  
is inviting all the women of the church to join 
us for our Fall Get-Together at the Glenville 

Queen Restaurant on Monday, September 16 
at 1 pm. Join us for fun and friendship! Please 
notify Josephine Cristy if you plan to attend.-

885-4005 
The next meeting is on October 14, 12 pm at 

the church.  

Advent Planning 
Please join us on Tuesday, October 1 at 6:30 

pm as we begin planning for this year’s Advent 
and Christmas programs. This meeting is open 

to all so come and share your ideas.  



Our Ann ual Chu rch Picnic  
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 Interfaith Community Gathering 
Wednesday, 9/11 at the Dominican Retreat 
and Conference Center 
 

 Documentary—”A Place at the Table” 
showing @ St. Madeleine of Sophia 
Church, 9/15 at 2:30 pm or @ First United 
Methodist Church, 9/22 at 11:30 am. If you 
did not have the opportunity to view the 
film at Emmanuel Friedens, now is your 
chance. 
 

 Home Furnishings Program (HFP) 
Sweet Dreams Event”- 9/19, from 3-7 
pm@ Sondra’s Fine Jewelry, 1624 Union 
Street-donate to the HFP by bringing in un-
wanted jewelry and  a new pillow or blan-
ket. 
 

 Our Own ProductionS Inc. Presents— 
The Glass Menagerie by Tennessee Wil-
liams, Sept. 27-29 & October 4-6, 8 pm on 
Friday and Saturday evenings, 2 pm on 
Sundays, @ Emmanuel Friedens Church. 
Costs: $15 General Admission, $13 for sen-
iors and students, $10 for groups of 10+. 
 

 CRTC Course and Event Offerings  
Fall 2013—Winter 2014      (call 462-2470) 
“Joy in Worship –Feeding Preacher, Con-
gregation and God” presented by Rev. Dr. 
Frank Thomas, Saturday, 10/19 starting at 
9 am; $60 by 9/20, $75 thereafter 
 

“It’s All About the Stories” presented by 
Rev. Daniel Hahn (of Grace Lutheran 
Church), 4 Wednesday evenings starting 
Oct. 22, 6:30 –9 pm at the City Mission, 
Schdy Works Bldg., $135 by 9/25, $150 
thereafter 
 

The above listing was just a sample of their 
offerings. Please refer to their brochure 
which is located on the church’s bulletin 
board for more information.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday School Classes  
Resume on September 15 

For Adult—Youth—Children 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children and youth registration and permission forms 
will be available in every classroom beginning Septem-
ber 15. Parents, please be prepared to stay to complete 
the forms.  There may still me a need for volunteers to 
help in the classroom and in the nursery. Please contact 
Faye Bailey (374-2114). Thank you.  
 

Adult Sunday Class 
 

Date  Topic          Presenter 
9/15 “New Church Planter”        Rev. David Gregory 
9/22 and 9/27: TBA 

_______________________________________ 

 
Community  Closet Clothing Sale 
Saturday, September 21 
8 am-12 pm 

 
Emmanuel Friedens Church will host our annual clothing 
sale for our community neighbors. All items will sell for 
25¢. Proceeds from the sale will benefit a local charity. 
Thank you to Christian Education & Activities Committee 
and our Youth Group for sponsoring the sale.  
 

Donations are needed! We are now accepting donations 
–new or gently used items (clothing, shoes/boots, coats/
jackets, handbags, gloves, scarves and hats, infant to 
adult sizes). We know it is short notice but we ask that 
you check your closets for clothing to donate. Ask your 
relatives and friends to do so too. Parents, start looking 
through your children’s clothing that you may want to 
give away.  
 

Bring your donations to the church. 
Thank you. 

 

 

Christian Education Community News 
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As a Welcoming and  
Affirming/  

Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 
welcomes and 

affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, martial 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into   membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

Join us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/ 

emmanuelfriedenschurch 
 

Join us on our 
Facebook Fan Page 

www.facebook.com/
pages/ 

Issue 303  September  2013  

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, New York  12307 

The AWAB 20th Year Celebration - On October 11-14, 2013 

there will be an historic gathering of progressive Baptists in Provi-
dence, RI celebrating the 20th anniversary of the Association of Wel-
coming and Affirming Baptists (AWAB)!   AWAB is made up of congre-
gations who are on record as openly receiving all people into the full 

life and ministry of their faith communities without regard to sexual orientation or 
gender identity. 
 

As a member congregation of AWAB, it would be a wonderful if Emmanuel-Friedens 
could be represented at this great event!  Note: Anyone who wishes to attend on 
Saturday only, the registration fee is $55 which includes lunch. Early registration has 
been extended to September 11. Registration forms are located on the desk in the 
chapel hallway, or visit the website, www.awab20.org for registration and details!   

The Month of October 
 

Tuesday, October 1 
Advent Meeting  

@ 6:30 pm 
 

Monday, October 7 
CRTC Fall Celebration 

“Catch the Vision” 
@ the Glen Sanders Mansion 

6-9 pm 
Make you reservation by 9/17 

 

Sunday, October 20 
Quarterly Business Meeting 

 
 

Fall, Family Fun Day 
Date TBA 

______________________ 
The October issue of the ENVOY will be 
available on October 6. The deadline to 
submit announcements, committee 
news. etc. is October 1. Thank you.  

http://www.awab20.org/
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.judsonchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/07/awab-logo.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.judsonchurch.org/announcements-july-14-2013&h=132&w=130&sz=8&tbnid=64M4fRQUtidwzM:&tbnh=91&tbnw=90&zoom=1&usg=__rchCgdFbH91ojkII

