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All Church Retreat - “We ask you to join other members and friends on Satur-

day September 20 at the church from 9 am to 4 pm for conversations on “Our Jour-
ney Together:  A Day of Discovery” about future directions for the church.    
 

The day will include opportunities for fellowship and sharing our gifts; gleaning ele-
ments from our church’s history with the help of members discerning future direc-
tions for our church; and setting out some short term goals for our life together.  
(Note: This will not be your usual church meeting!) 

WELCOME HOME SUNDAY 

September 7 
 

We welcome everyone back home to the church  

after the summer season, new friends and old friends.  

Worship begins at 10 am in the sanctuary.  

 

 

 

And the... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 7: Choirs resume their ministry this month 

starting with the SATB Choir. Rehearsal is @ 9 am. 

 

September 14: All Sunday School classes begin. 

 

September 20: All Church Retreat, 9 am-4 pm 
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This session builds upon the Appreciative Inquiry process several years ago as well as the discernment 
process of our Search Committee in recommending a settled pastor. 
 

Leadership for this event will be our new Pastor and his wife, Lynn Carman Bodden. While we usually 
select outside facilitators for this kind of gathering, we discerned that both Peter and Lynn are new and 
bring a fresh perspective.  In addition, Lynn brings valuable insight from her many congregations in 
transition and experience.” 
 

This initiative comes out of the Church Council.  We would like to thank the following committee mem-
bers who have came together to work on this: Pastor Peter Carman, Betty Detwyler,  Rev. Phil Grigsby, 
Charlie Lent and Faye Saville.  
 

Lunch is included, and childcare will be available.  

Please RSVP by September 14 if you plan to attend.   

 

 

Notes and Announcements 

A Recent Graduate—Congratulations to Madison 

Lynch-Bietka on her graduation from Schenectady 
High School, class of 2014.  She carried a hefty, eight 
course load in summer school and graduated August 
20.  She will take this year off to regroup her brain and 
her finances and plans to attend HVCC next fall to 
study to become a Veterinary Technician.  She loves 
animals and has been working at a pet store for the 
past year.  Some of you may remember Madison when 
she sang in our choir a few years ago.  Madison is the 
daughter of Michael Chotkowski and granddaughter of 
Mary Lou Chotkowski. 

 
 

IN MEMORY OF  
Frances Wales 

May 25, 1912— July 23, 2014 
 

Frances Wales, a member of Emmanuel 
Baptist Church since 1955, passed away 
peacefully in her sleep on Wednesday, July 
23 at the Kingsway Arms Nursing Center. 
She was 102 years old. As she wished, her 
body was donated to Albany Medical Cen-
ter where she was cremated. Frances did 
not wish to have a funeral service. Frances 
was included in a non–denominational 
memorial service at the nursing center on 
August 8.  

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Sunday, October 12 @ 4 pm 
Installation service for Rev. Peter John Bodden Carman 

As the Pastor of Emmanuel Friedens Church 
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Dear Emmanuel Friedens friends, 
 

I return to you from a little time in Brazil-- full of thoughts, ideas and wonderings. These have been pro-
voked by exposure to other church communities there, and myriad conversations. After a short couple of 
months with you, I have had a little bit of creative distance to reflect on the dimensions of our life to-
gether here at Emmanuel Friedens Church.  
 

Many of you are also returning, after summer travels, or simply a break from the usual routine. On Sun-
day morning, I asked how many of you were going back to school this week—a surprising number of 
adults raised their hands, along with the children and youth present.  
 

More than usual, this September is a time of new beginnings for Emmanuel Friedens Church. It is a good 
season for getting to know each other better, reflecting together on where we are headed as a church, 
and beginning this new stage of the adventure which is one congregation’s journey. I, for one, am excited 
and energized by the open possibilities which are this church’s future.  
 

I want to invite you to join Lynn Carman Bodden, my wife and partner in ministry, and me, for a special 
opportunity to do some of that getting acquainted and reflection together.   We will be facilitating a one-
day all-church retreat together, on Saturday, September 20, right here at the church, from 9 am to 4 pm. 
You will find more information about the retreat here in the Newsletter.  I trust that we will experience a 
coming-together of minds and hearts, as we reflect on where we have been as a church, who we are, and 
what our calling and gifts are personally and as a congregation. It’s my personal hope that every one of 
you who is free that day will come to be a part of this important gathering! 
 

A local church is, at its best, an intentional community of faith, a group of people living out, in a deliber-
ate way, a joyful vision of what God desires for all of humanity. You might say life together in a congrega-
tion is, at least at its best, a small taste of heaven on earth.  
 

I suspect each of you can remember some time in your life together in Emmanuel Friedens, some mo-
ment, in which you tasted grace at the hands of some other person; some time when you felt the com-
munity really stood for something in the world; sometime when you experienced—and offered—
acceptance rather than rejection; sometime when prayer or song drew you closer to the Source of all 
that moves and breathes and is.  
 

A couple of weeks ago, I sat with a young openly gay man in Brazil, a member of a church there, re-
flecting on the challenges of his life in the congregation to which he belongs. I thanked him for his cour-
age and patience in helping that church grow and become more open to LGBT people—not an easy task 
anywhere.  He appreciated the support—but then he looked at me and smiled. He shook his head. “I just 
follow Jesus,” he said. 
 

May we do the same, embracing a fresh beginning together on this pilgrimage, one by one and together 
in community—just following Jesus. 
 

In Christ’s Peace, 
 

Peter 

From the Pastor’s Desk… A Time for New Beginnings 
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The School of Wonder and Mystery: July 21-25 
 

Greetings! School of Wonder and Mystery was held again at Em-

manuel Friedens Church this summer. We had 16 campers this year 

ranging in age from 4-11 with 3 youth volunteers.  Our theme was 

God’s Light. The teachers and I worked together to develop an edu-

cational and spiritual program. We experimented with light, the way 

our eyes see light and shadows in science. We learned songs about 

light, like This Little Light of Mine in music. We wrote stories about 

what our shadows would do on their day off and read nonfiction 

books about light in reading and writing.  We read scripture from 

Genesis and 2 Corinthians and discussed the various meanings of 

light in the Bible. We visited the ladies at the Heritage Home for 

Women in Schenectady and performed our songs for them. We also 

took a field trip to the CNSE Children’s Museum in Troy. This year, 

thanks to fundraising, generous donations, and volunteers, we were 

able to provide our campers with free snack and lunch. It was a 

great week for everyone involved.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Summertime Events  at Emmanuel Friedens  



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Page 5  Issue 318-The ENVOY  

 
 

The School of Wonder and Mystery: July 21-25 
(Continued from pg. 4) 
 

I would like to thank our volunteers. This week would not 

have been possible or run as smoothly as it did without them. 

Thanks to Sandy and John Detwyler, Marilyn Bisgrove, Mary 

Lou Chotkowski, Faye Saville, Faye Bailey, Betty Detwyler, 

Jeannie Andersons, Deb Lent, Patty Soellner, Ben Lansing, 

Maria Puccio, Rev. Peter Carman, Davis Lent, Emily Rzcona, 

and Brianna Tejada. I would also like to thank all the mem-

bers of this congregation that continue to support this mis-

sion in so many ways. We look forward to seeing everyone 

again next year!    … Charlie  Lent, Director 

Comments received from parents and children: “I think it is a well organized, put together program. This 
was our third year and we will be back for many more we hope.” And “Dear School Staff, With gratitude 
and many warm thanks to you.” Emmanuel and Stephen Butler. 
 

We add our thanks to this year's Director of the School of Wonder and Mystery, Charlie Lent, following a 
very successful first year. Charlie’s fundraising, organizing and recruiting, curriculum creation and teaching, 
were an extraordinary gift to the church and our children.    

 

Worship in the Park: August 3 
 

It was a beautiful day for worshipping at Collins Park in Scotia and en-
joying a picnic afterward.  Many church members of all ages and 
friends attended this special event.  Much appreciation for all who as-
sisted with communion. Special thanks to Danielle O’Brien for singing 
and to everyone for bringing in the world’s greatest food. Also, thank 
you to our BBQ chefs, Sheila Freres, and Debi and Chuck Lent and to 
Faye Bailey and Maria Puccio, who saved our space at the park and  
set-up for the picnic.  
 
 

Summertime Events  at Emmanuel Friedens  
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Adult Sunday School will be focusing on "Who is My Neighbor" during September and October.  It will 

be a combination of personal reflection, Bible study, and learning more about our different "neighbors" in 
Schenectady.  A question to ponder:  How does this parable affect how we relate to our neighbors? 
 
Topics: 
  

 September 14 – Sermon on the Good Samaritan, class discussion on compassion,   
       led by Debbie Gehman 

 September 21 – Overview of local neighborhoods, led by a community speaker 

 September 28 – Fear of difference, exploring fear, how do we get around it, facing our fear of  
       difference, tribalism, led by Peter Carman 

 October 5 – Neighbors in the New Testament, led by Dale Hedman 

 October 12 – Neighborhoods/homes that school children come from and the related issues,  
        led by a community speaker 
 October 19 – Understanding the effects of poverty on children, led  by a community speaker 

 October 26 – “Who is My Neighbor”- open discussion from what we have heard in previous classes 
 

Sunday classes for all resume on September 14.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christian Education & Activities 

 
Emmanuel Friedens’ Youth Group will hold their annual 
Community Closet Clothing Sale on Saturday, October 4 
for our neighbors. All items will sell for 25¢. Proceeds 
from the sale will benefit a local charity.  
 

Donations are needed!  We are now accepting donations–new or gently 
used items (clothing, shoes/boots, coats/jackets, handbags, gloves, 
scarves and hats, infant to adult sizes). We are especially in need of 
men’s and children’s clothing. Ask your relatives and friends to donate 
too. Bring your donations to the church—Rm. 119.  Thank you. 

Fall Family Fun Day, Sunday, October 19  from 1-3:30 pm 
@ Riverview Orchards, Rexford NY 

Hayride, bonfire, donuts, cider, s’mores, hot dog roast 
$5/person; $15/family 

Sign up on Sunday mornings! 
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Notes and Announcements 

 (Continued from pg. 2) 
 

Reception of New Members: We are pleased to 
welcome into membership in our church our pastor, 
Rev. Peter JB Carman and wife, Rev. Lynn Carman 
Bodden, on July 27, 2014. Rev. Carmen was re-
ceived as a member of Emmanuel Baptist Church; 
Rev. Bodden was received as a member of Friedens 
United Church of Christ. 
 

Congratulations to Kristine and Sean Leyden on the 
birth of their twins, Laura Ellen (4.13 lbs, 16’’ long) 
and Edward Thomas (6.14 lbs, 18” long), who were 
born on July 23 at Bellevue Women’s Center.  We 
also send our congratulations and best wishes to 
the proud and first-time grandparents, Laurie and 
David Bacheldor. 
 
 
 
 
 
I wanted to thank Emmanuel Friedens for the won-
derful send off at the Christian Education party on 
Children’s Day at Nancy Spencer’s home and the 
church reception my last Sunday in June.  Also, a 
thank you to all those who sent special notes, per-
sonal gifts or contributed to my farewell fund.  It 
was always a privilege to serve in ministry with you 
all.  The memories of all we shared will travel with 
me wherever God plants me.  My blessings to you 
all as you continue to be a vital faith community in 
downtown Schenectady.    … Marcia Tolman 

 

We recently received letters of thanks from the fol-
lowing organizations for gifts donated by our  
congregation: 
 Bethesda House of Schenectady: $500  
 Capital Area Baptist Association: $300 
 Schenectady Inner City Ministry:  school sup-

plies, which were distributed by the SICM  
       Emergency Food Pantry. 

The Niles Judson Circle cordially invites all the 
women of the church to join us at a luncheon on 
September 15, 2014 at 1 pm at the Glenville Queen 
Diner on Route 50.  
 

Come to get acquainted, re-acquainted with other 
women of our church. Lots of fun, laughs and  
camaraderie!  
 

Our regular meetings will begin in October, the date 
is October 13 @ noon. Bring your lunch and join us 
for refreshments. An interesting meeting is 
planned.  Call me or the church office for more in-
formation.   … Josephine Cristy, President 

 

American Baptist Conference of NYS  
Biennial 2014 
October 3-4  

@Tabernacle Baptist Church, Utica, NY 
$40/person + housing 

For more information or to register: 
www.abc-nys.org/programs/biennial 

Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Marvin McMickle 
Installation service of Rev. Jerrod Hugenot,  

Associate Executive Minister, ABC 
 

SICM’s Fall Assembly—September 10 
@ Emmanuel Friedens Church starting at 6:45 pm.  

Guest Speaker: Fr. Chris DeGiovine, Director of Spir-
itual Life and Chaplain at the  

College of St. Rose.   
Topic: “Vatican II:  50 Years and For Today.”   

All are welcome to attend the meeting.  
 

St. Joseph’s Catholic Church 
12th Annual Oktoberfest 

Friday, September 19 
11am-6:30 pm in Veteran's Park 

Denominational and Community  
News 

As a Welcoming and  
Affirming/  

Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 
welcomes and 

affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, martial 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into   membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

Join us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/ 

emmanuelfriedenschurch 
 

Join us on our 
Facebook Fan Page 

www.facebook.com/
pages/ 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, New York  12307 

 
 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, NY  12307 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE  ENVOY Page 8  

Month of October 

 

Saturday, October 4 
Community Closet 

Clothing Sale 
 

Sunday, October 12 
Rev. Peter J.B. Carman’s 

Installation Service 
 

Sunday, October 19 
Fall Family Fun Day 

@ Riverview Orchards 
 

Sunday, October 26 
Quarterly Business Mtg. 
following Sunday classes 

_______________________ 
 

The October issue of the Envoy will  
be available on October 5. The 
deadline to submit articles, com-
mittee news,  announcements, etc. 
is September 30. Thank you. 

Check out the CRTC 2014 Fall Courses/ Events  
@ www.CRTC.org 
 Or call 462-2470 

 

CRTC Fall Celebration on October 6 
@ Glen Sanders Mansion, 6-9 pm 

“In a Changing World”  
Keynote Speaker:  

Bishop Edward B. Scharfenberger  


