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From the Pastor’s Desk 
 
 

Dear Emmanuel Friedens friends,  

 
Your congregation is a busy community this summer. It isn’t just the church pic-
nic which occurred this past Sunday, or the folk volunteering with SICM 
(Schenectady Inner City Ministry) to serve meals the week of July 6. We continue 
through the summer serving brunch the last Saturday of each month; we are 
getting together for freewheeling conversation (OH! Holy Hops at Bier Abbey 
5:30 pm) every third Thursday; and on July 5 a group of members and friends 
started meeting to discuss our church’s response to the racism evidenced sharply 
in national life this past few weeks. Don’t worry that you missed it. The conversa-
tion will continue after worship during the summer.   
 

Short weeks after the event, many of us continue to grieve the terrible killings in 
Charleston earlier this summer. I for one have been as shocked as well by the 
events that have followed: the burning of black churches and the decision of a 
Klan chapter to hold a rally in support of the confederate flag are two examples 
that come immediately to mind. These events were very much on the minds of 
my fellow delegates and church leaders when the American Baptist Churches 
convened recently. While there was nothing on the formal agenda able to ad-
dress such recent events, every one of our keynote speakers addressed our 
shared pain and called for renewed resolve in the struggle to end racism. Among 
the delegates, a short statement of concern was drafted, not for formal action, 
but as a call to mutual accountability. It is currently posted on the American Bap-
tist website, for signature of anyone who cares to add a name. (http://www.abc-
usa.org/2015/07/01/an-epistle-of-metanoia-from-the-2015-mission-summit-to-
the-abcusa-family/). 
 

I was glad to be able to sign this statement of confession and commitment in per-
son, and gladder still to be able to come back home to share its concern and call. 
It reads as follows:  
 

In light of the sin of racism that has infected each and every part of our nation 
we, the gathered delegates and participants of the 2015 Mission Summit of  
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Continued from Page 1  

  
American Baptist Churches USA, the most diverse Protestant body in our nation, grieve racism’s 
effects on our people. Therefore, we collectively speak against and repent of our participation in the 
sin of racism wherever it is found. The presence of white supremacy for too long has gone 
unacknowledged and prevented us from living as the body of Christ. 
 

Between now and the 2017 Mission Summit we urge each ABCUSA congregation to covenant in order 
to seek justice & reconciliation, hold one another accountable in this endeavor, and pursue local in-
carnated manifestations of the Beloved Community. 
 

As we journey together this summer, I invite you to be part of the prayer, persistently joyful song and 
communal conversation which is Emmanuel Friedens Church at its best. As we search our consciences 
and explore our souls, may we grow in faith and act in concert. 
 

 I invite you some Sunday to bring a friend to church to get a taste of a different kind of Christianity 
than often gets portrayed in public.  
 

May God guide us as we grow into God’s future, embracing the risks and opportunities for love to 
which Christ calls us. 
 

In Peace,  Peter 
______________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

    
    

 
 

Aldona passed away at home on Monday, July 13. A memorial service was held at the Demarco-Stone 
Funeral home on Thursday, July 16. Interment was private. Expressions of sympathy may be sent to  
Aldona’s family (Vetto and Marie Vaitulis) at 2825 Curry Road in Schenectady 12303. Memorial dona-
tions may be made to a charity of one’s choice. 
 

Giving Tree - This Fall will see the installation of Emmanuel Friedens Church's first Giving Tree in the 

lower lobby entrance. Designed to celebrate, acknowledge and remember the many generous past and 
future donors to the Church's ministry, the Giving Tree will feature donor leaves, stones and doves en-
graved with the names of Church donors and benefactors. Interested in being part of this Tree? Talk to 
David Chancey, Faye Saville, or Pastor Peter Carman to discuss remembrance options and gift opportu-
nities...The Stewardship Committee 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

IN MEMORIAM 
Aldona Vaitulis 

October 11, 1926 – July 13, 2015 
A member of Emmanuel Baptist Church since 1945 

http://www.abc-usa.org/2015/07/01/an-epistle-of-metanoia-from-the-2015-mission-summit-to-the-abcusa-family/
http://www.abc-usa.org/2015/07/01/an-epistle-of-metanoia-from-the-2015-mission-summit-to-the-abcusa-family/
http://www.abc-usa.org/2015/07/01/an-epistle-of-metanoia-from-the-2015-mission-summit-to-the-abcusa-family/
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We are grateful… 
 

In the weeks since Don Kerr concluded his service as Director of Music at Emmanuel Friedens 
Church we have been blessed with the rich musical talent of a variety of musicians. We owe par-
ticular thanks to our Church Choir and other Emmanuel Friedens musicians and singers who have 
continued to lead our worship in ways both lively and faithful! And we are grateful to the various 
organist/choir directors who have accompanied our singing and allowed us to experience a holy 
presence through the sounds they have created. These have included Fritz Hermann, Donald In-
gram, Iteke Prins and Margaret Randall. 
 

The search is underway... 
 

Following Don’s departure, in keeping with our church's constitution, the Worship and Nurture 
Committee called together a Music Search Committee, with the approval and advice of Church 
Council. Thanks to the following for their willingness to serve: 
 

Debbie Gehman, Chair            Jody Radez 
James Brown   Jocelyn McKinney 
Betty Detwyler  Margaret Mitchell 
Greg Lindenfelser  Peter Carman (staff) 
 

In the meantime….  

 

We welcome our Summer Guest Organist! 
 

Bill Viscusi, for many years Organist and Choir Director for Woodlawn Reformed Church in Sche-
nectady, has agreed to serve through the summer and into the fall as our Guest Organist/Choir 
Director. He will be with us most weeks as we worship together in the chapel through July and 
August at least, and has agreed to lead the choir and help coordinate music in the fall if needed. 
You may have met Bill already—he has visited us in worship a few times this spring. Bill brings a 
warm spirit and deep love of worship to his work as a church musician. We are grateful for his 
willingness to partner with us in this in-between time. Be sure to greet Bill after worship! 

Update on Church Music at Emmanuel 

Youth Group News: Community Closet Clothing Sale for our community neighbors will be held on  

Saturday, October 3. All items sell for 25 cents. Proceeds from the sale will benefit a local charity.   
Donations are needed!  We are now accepting donations–new or gently used items (clothing, shoes/
boots, coats/jackets, handbags, gloves, scarves and hats, infant to adult sizes). We are especially in need 
of men’s and children’s clothing. Ask your relatives and friends to donate too. Bring your donations to 
the church—Rm. 119.  Thank you. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Worship in the Park: July 12 
 

It was another beautiful day for our annual worship 

service at Collins Park in Scotia and enjoying a picnic 

afterward. Many church members of all ages and 

friends attended this special event. There were LOTS 

of hamburgers, hot dogs, salads and desserts. Mari-

lyn Bisgrove took the leftovers home for the end of 

year Sunday School pool party which was held later 

in the afternoon. 
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Sunday, June 7: Congratulations to Rev. 
Peter JB Carman as he cuts the cake to  

celebrate the 30th year of his ordination. 

Capital Pride and Festival, Saturday, June 13  
 Washington Park in Albany 

 

A fine collection of EFC members and friends was on 
hand during the Capitol District's June Pride Celebration 
to proudly proclaim the Church's welcoming, open and 

affirming commitment. This is our church's major oppor-
tunity to reach out to LGBT individuals and families.  

Open and Affirming Chair David Chancey joined  
Pastor Peter Carman in greeting celebrants. 

Members of Emmanuel Baptist Church of Albany  
walked beside us in the parade. 

CHURCH NEWS & EVENTS: 



 

 
 

 

Worship in the Park: July 12 
 

The Worship and Nurture Committee would like to extend a special 

thanks to some of our July 12th Church picnic helpers.  Thank you to 

Faye Bailey for staking a claim to our spot, to Chuck Lent for fearlessly 

flipping burgers and to Maria for keeping us on task, supplied and in-

formed.  And thank you to all who cooked and prepared and wor-

shiped together – whether we’re under our roof or beneath the sky – 

our time together as the Emmanuel Friedens Community is time well 

spent feeding our bodies and our souls. 
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CHURCH NEWS & EVENTS (Continued): 

We invite you to stay after worship on Sunday, August 16 for a special, intergenerational 
potluck brunch/lunch followed by a fun activity for all ages. If you forget to bring some 
food to share, stay anyway as potluck meals seem to reinforce the parable of the loaves 
and fishes!  There will be plenty! 

This event is sponsored by the Adult Sunday School Committee.   

 

 
 

  
 
 
 

Summer Lunch Program  
 

Pat McAllister and John Detwyler, 
our representatives to the Schdy. 
Inner City Ministry (SICM), coordi-

nated this year’s volunteers to work at the summer 
lunch program - THANK YOU.  We served lunches 
(20-30 kids/day) at MiSci (Schenectady Museum) 
the week of July 6-10. Thank you to our  volunteers: 
Freddie Anderson, Faye Bailey, Pat Bumbarger, Bet-
ty Detwyler, Jeff, Halle and Seth Fletcher, Sandy 
George, Shirley and Dale Hedman, Evelyn Kauff-
man, June Schermerhorn, Joanne Vanderhule, and 
Hazel Wilson. We remember fondly Aldona Vaitulis, 
who also volunteered one day but felt too ill to par-
ticipate thereafter.  
 

The School of Wonder and Mystery  
 

We will be running this year’s program for two 
weeks from August 17-28 2015, 9 am –1 pm.  We 
will again offer free snack and lunch and will also 
have some small breakfast options. Our program 
this year is offered to children entering kindergar-
ten through grade 8.  Registration forms are availa-
ble in the office.  
 

I am looking for volunteers to help throughout the 
duration of the program. Please call/ text (694-
6589) or e-mail me (clloves21@hotmail.com), if 
you are interested in volunteering. Many thanks to 
Faye Saville, who has agreed to coordinate all 
lunches and kitchen volunteers. If you wish to vol-
unteer in the kitchen, please contact Faye Saville.  
 

I am also currently looking for Counselors in Train-
ing. If you are, or know someone who is entering 
grades 9 -12,  who would be interested in this posi-
tion, please contact me for an interview.  Thank 
you again! … Charlie Lent 
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Soup Kitchen Service—Please consider 

volunteering to work at the Salvation Army 
Soup Kitchen.  It is an interesting, often 
entertaining, and always rewarding experi-
ence.  We need 5 or 6 people to work each 

time, from 9:30 am through 2:00 pm, for the prep work 
and serving to go smoothly.  
 

Soup Kitchen days are on Tuesdays except where noted: 
 

August 11, 2015                    February 9, 2016 
September 8, 2015  March 8, 2016 
October 13, 2015      April 13, 2016 (Wed.) 
November 10, 2015  May 10, 2016 
January 12, 2016           June 17, 2016 (Friday) 
 

THANK YOU to all the people who helped us with this  
ministry last year! …. Faye Bailey 
 

And many thanks to Faye Bailey for her tireless work  
and commitment to this ministry!  

 

Hearing Assist Devices: As more people wanted to 

take advantage of our hearing assist headsets, which 
work only in the sanctuary, we have ordered a few 
more.  We also have ordered an extra “neck loop” 
which enables people who use hearing aids with this 
feature to use the loop the goes around the neck in-
stead of using headphones.  If you would like to try it 
out to see if you would like us to order one for you, let 
Faye Bailey know.  We have Grace Waddell to thank for 
all the hearing assist devices as her family wished that 
her memorial money be used for audio purposes.   
 

Whether you use the devices or not, if you want to con-
tribute money to be dedicated to audio assistance, 
please mark the comments section of your check “for 
Audio Fund”.  The receiver costs $103, the headset 
costs $14.50, and the neck loop costs $46.50.  

CHURCH NEWS & EVENTS (Continued): 



 
 

 
 

 

 

Page 7  Issue 328  The ENVOY  

APPEALS FOR SUPPORT AND ASSISTANCE 

 SICM Seeks Donations for Back to School Supplies 
Schenectady Inner City Ministry (SICM) is seeking supplies for various back to school 
items (noted below) that can prove very costly for those parents/guardians that they 
serve. Please consider making a donation - take advantage of those back-to-school 
sales!  SICM will be collecting school supplies through mid-August so please bring any 
items by August 12.   You can either drop off your items to the SICM Office (1055 Wen-
dell Avenue, M-Th until 9 am-3 pm), the SICM Food Pantry (Tuesday, 8 am-2:30 pm) or 

drop them off at our church. There will be a box in the office for them.    Thank you. 
 

Backpacks for girls and boys     Pocket folders (plastic/vinyl preferred) 
1 or 2 subject notebooks    Loose leaf paper (in packages) 
Composition notebook (marble cover)  Binders 
Glue sticks       Pens  (black or blue ink) and # 2 pencils 
Crayons       Scissors (child-safe) 
Washable makers and highlighters    Triangles 

Migrant Ministry North – Health Care Kits 
 

The apple picking season is just around the corner which means that the migrant workers will be arriving to 
begin picking this year’s crop. Migrant Ministries North is a Capital Area Baptist Association (CABA) ministry 
committed to ministering to the migrant and seasonal farm workers in nearby New York counties (Columbia, 
Saratoga, Washington, Essex) and in Vermont.  They are currently in need of filling at least 420 kits by mid-
August, at which time they will be delivered to the orchards. Please consider making a donation either by 
check to the church (comment section, Migrant Ministry) and items will be purchased from this money or 
bringing in items listed below. They are hoping for 20 kits/church which would not only be a great help but 
would cut down on the cost.   Thank you.  

Shaving cream     Pens 
Razors       Pencils 
Deodorant      Writing tablets 
Wash cloths, hand towels, soap   Books and/or coloring books (for the children) 
Tooth brush and toothpaste    Work socks (white or black) 

Special Offering in August: We will receive special offerings to support both our American Baptist re-

gion-the ABC of New York State, and our United Church of Christ Conference-the New York Conference.  
The work of our statewide organizations represents two “hands” of one body of Christ. Emmanuel Friedens 
Church is one congregation with two faith families. Both of these families, in their distinctive ways, provide 
support and connection, ministry and outreach in which we have a deep investment.  Look for your letter of 
request in mid-August. Please consider supporting this appeal.  Thank you. 

As a Welcoming and  
Affirming/  

Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 
welcomes and 

affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, martial 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into   membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

STAY CONNECTED 
 
 
 
 
 

www.facebook.com/ 
emmanuelfriedenschurch 

 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, New York  12307 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, NY  12307 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Summer Thoughts…  (and Thanks) 
 

I haven't been in church for a couple Sundays and as I sat at a picnic table in Collins 
Park for our summer service I realized – I am dispensable!  The church got along 
just fine without me because there are so many people who give so much of their 
time and energy to making things happen, and happen smoothly.  There's Faye 
Bailey, who sat on a table at the park from half past dawn, so we will have a place 
for our service.  No longer with a walker, she makes her way down the aisle to 
light the candles when an acolyte is late and then there is the audio and ushers 
and soup kitchen.  All of which she does with no acknowledgment at all.  Then 
there is Tony Rozek, of the Trustees, who made the arrangements to have our 
parking lot patched, resurfaced and striped. No one knows who did that – it just 
happened.  Thank you Tony.  Who counts the money on Sunday mornings?  Tony is 
down there too.  When a car was stolen from our lot recently Bart Bisgrove 
worked with the police and kept us informed that, not only was the person's car 
found but it was found intact with more in it than they started out with.  And Cas-
sidy Lent – For months now she has worked with members of the Outreach and 
Mission Committee to promote the Brunch Program that has been a wonderful 
way to meet members of our Schenectady community.  It has grown so much that 
we will now have a special Brunch Sub Committee so Mission and Outreach can 
continue with other projects.  Freddie Anderson who provides us with artfully ar-
ranged fresh flowers on Sundays during the summer months and makes sure the 
front lawn of our building always looks fresh.  The list can go on and on so thank 
you all.  Even if you did not make this page of my thankfulness journal, know that 
you are appreciated and loved… Mary Lou Chotkowski, Chairperson, Trustees 
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A Vision for Our Journey 
 

Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching, 
Committed to  
    Growing hearts and minds; 
     Learning openness, courage and love; 
      Serving with our neighbors; 
       Pursuing God’s justice and peace; 
        Inviting others to share the journey! 


