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Stealing Back Summer 
 
And God saw every thing that God had made, and, behold, it was very good.     
                                                                                                               -Genesis 1:31 
 
It is good to make an end of movement, to come to a point of rest, a place of 
pause. There is some strange magic in activity, in keeping at it, in continuing 
to be involved in many things that excite the mind and keep the hours swiftly 
passing. But it is a deadly magic; one is not wise to trust it with too much con-
fidence.   
 

The moment of pause, the point of rest, has its own magic. 
                             --Howard Thurman, in Meditations of the Heart 

 
Dear Emmanuel Friedens Friends,  
 

As we enter the full heart of summer in Upstate New York, we don’t have to 
look far to be reminded of the beauty of creation. And yet this year especially, 
many of us need the reminder that summer is legitimately a season of        
Sabbath renewal and holy rest, a time for reconnecting with nature, and with 
our loved ones.   
 

To claim summer for rest and beauty is a little harder this year. Many things 
aren’t “back to normal”. Summer camps aren’t happening; vacation schedules 
have been thrown out of kilter by the COVID-19 developments of the last four 
months. Some of us have lost jobs; others are just being called back-in after 
months of lay-offs or “work-from-home”. Travel plans for conventional vaca-
tions are a bit tricky right now, to say the least. And some of us are not        
allowed to see our beloved parents, children, or cousins, not up  close.   
 

And yet… Look out your window! Feel the summer breeze. Admire those fire-
flies at night. The holy gift of summer is well upon us.  

(Continued on page 2) 
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Christian faith joins common sense and basic human need, to say that it is necessary, right, and 
good.  Get some time and space for restoration. Steal Back Summer.  
 

OK, it’s true: summer vacation isn’t mentioned in the Bible. But sabbath is. Sabbath rest for hu-
mans, taught by the Hebrew scriptures and by the rabbi Jesus, is a feature deeply embedded in our 
faith. Social action, kindness, and service to our neighbors-- these things are very important! With-
out action, faith is a sham. But real rest and deep renewal are necessary if our actions are to have 
integrity; if we are to have anything of substance to offer our neighbor. “The point of rest” is what 
Howard Thurman, Black church leader, educator  and mystic termed it. “The point of rest” is neces-
sary to find our center and have our strength restored for all the other good things.  
 

Steal back summer! Find a place to go for some laughter, some nature, some joy. Do it as safely as 

you can, for yourself and your neighbors.  Trust others to carry your load for a day or a week…or a 

season. Claim the space and time for restoration, rest, and simple joy amid the berries and the 

bugs.  

In the love of God and the peace of Christ, 
Peter 
Peter JB Carman, Pastor 

(Continued from Page 1) 

IN MEMORIAM 
Edward E. Gibbs 

(August 14, 1924 –June 30, 2020) 
 
It is with sadness that we  inform you of the passing of Edward E. Gibbs, former longtime     
member of Emmanuel Baptist Church, on June 30, 2020. Edward and his wife, Mary were  mem-
bers of  Emmanuel for 54 years from 1953 until they relocated to Wilmington, NC in 2007.  Mary 
died in 2009.  
 

Edward and Mary were very active at Emmanuel in many ministries;  Edward was a Deacon and 
Trustee, and was instrumental in managing the building/grounds as well as church finances. He 
kept up with the happenings at Emmanuel in recent years via the Envoy and some very special 
lifelong friends.  A private funeral was held on July 6 in Wilmington, NC; interment will be in  
Garden of Memories Mausoleum in New Orleans, LA.    
 

Expressions of sympathy may be sent to the Gibbs family: Mary Ann (daughter) and Chris       
Savage,  8740 Maple Ash Trail  NE, Leland, NC 28451 and Ed Withers Gibbs (son), 1310 Avocet 
CT., Wilmington, NC   28411.  Memorials may be made to The University of Texas MD Anderson 
Cancer Center, P.O. Box 4486, Houston, TX, 77210-4486 or at www.gifts.mdanderson.org.   

___________________________________________ 
 

Correction:  The June Envoy misstated the date of death of Marian (Molly) Storrs Bodden, the 

mother of Lynn Carman Bodden. She died on  May 28, 2020 and not June 4, 2020.  
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Summer Worship Notes 

Summer worship will continue, in—person and online, throughout the Sundays in July and August. 
The worship leaders for most of the summer will be Peter JB Carman, Pastor, and Michael Harri-
son, Minister of Music. Michael will be away one Sunday yet to be determined. Our preacher on 
August 9 will be Rev. Jerrod Hugenot, of the American Baptist Churches of New York State.  
 

Barring unforeseen developments, we will continue to worship in the sanctuary, with the same 
safety precautions adopted by Church Council, for the weeks ahead. We won’t be singing hymns in 
the coming weeks in worship! Yes, there is blue tape marking safe seating distances in the sanctu-
ary. And yes, you will be asked to sign in each week at the door, with a touch free temperature 
scan. One point of clarification (and relief) from Church Council this week: once to your seat in the 
sanctuary you are welcome to remove your mask. We all need to put them back on before leaving  
those spots!  
 

Worship remains available by both Zoom and Facebook. To those of you able to join us online: we 
ask for your continued patience as we transition to new equipment and a fresh way of doing 
things to adapt to live worship with others in the sanctuary.  
 

We are grateful for all who make worship happen each week, and for the perseverance and faith 
of this lovely gathered community of prayer, song, faith, and action.  
 

PS: If you have an interest in helping us develop our online broadcasts and ongoing internet minis-
try, please contact Greg Lindenfelser (glindenfelser@gmail.com).  If you want to help with wel-
coming people at the door on Sunday or cleanup after worship, contact Chuck Lent, Trustee Chair 
[clent@nycap.rr.com). 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Worship  via Facebook Live on the Church’s Facebook Page (https://
www.facebook.com/Emmanuel-Friedens-Church-122934277889274/)  and 
Zoom, with a Zoom link and passcode being sent to the congregation each 
week (via the Sunday bulletin). 
 

And for all worship services, a link is available on the church’s website, 
www.emmanuelfriedens.org—Home page. 
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Committee News 
 

A Request from Church Council: The Council is looking for volunteers who would be interested 
in working on the following subcommittees of the Council. Please see the description of tasks be-
low. Contact Charlie Reyes (Moderator,clloves21@hotmail.com,518-694-6589 call/text)  if you are 
interested.  
 

Emmanuel ABC Constitution/ By-law Review Subcommittee: 
Review the Emmanuel ABC constitution and by-laws to make relevant recommendations to 

how business is currently being done within our church. 
Work with the Federation Review Subcommittee and use the newly revised federation agree-

ment to make the two documents work together 
Report to the Council on the process and recommendations that the subcommittee will be 

making  
 

Friedens UCC Constitution Review Subcommittee: 
Review the Friedens constitution to make relevant recommendations to how business is cur-

rently being done within our church. 
Work with the Federation Review Subcommittee and use the newly revised federation agree-

ment to make the two documents work together 
Report to the Council on the process and recommendations that the subcommittee will be 

making 
 

Alternative Membership Subcommittee: 
Research alternative paths to membership of Emmanuel Friedens ABC-UCC Church 
Report to Council on the process and recommendations that the subcommittee will be making 
Work with the Federation Review Subcommittee to add language into the newly revised feder-

ation document about alternatives forms of membership  
 

 

Outreach and Mission—Emmanuel Friedens Brunch and Clothing Room 
 

The community brunch held in June was a grill and go option. Over 100 persons were served.  
 

And the clothing rooms reopened! “I am grateful to the Church Council for allowing the rooms to 
open with strict social distancing and adhering to guidelines. And thank you Trustees for agreeing 
to our proposal to fix up the rooms”  Nancy Spencer 
 

We would like to thank the following persons who worked on sorting clothes:  Daureen Shoemak-
er and her niece Sarah, and Aiden Legendre. A big shout out goes to  Nancy and Chris Spencer.  
The room was cleared out (e.g., clothes, old carpet, old clothing racks, etc.), painted, new carpet 
squares  placed down,  blinds and new clothing racks hung.  Nancy and Chris did the majority of 
the renovations; only renovation materials were charged to the church.  The brunch guests who 
used the room were amazed and they were very respectful of space. Check out the pictures on the 
next page. A big difference from before; clean, organized and no musty smells. 

https://www.facebook.com/Emmanuel-Friedens-Church-122934277889274/
https://www.facebook.com/Emmanuel-Friedens-Church-122934277889274/
mailto:clloves21@hotmail.com
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The community brunch this month (July 25) will be take-out only. Jocelyn McKinney and Sylvester 
Doyer (from First United Methodist Church) will be running the show.  If you would like to            
volunteer, contact Jocelyn @ 518 878-1861. 

 
 

Before and after: adult and children  
rooms (bottom) 

Notes of Thanks 
 
A note from Linda Brown: “Pastor Carman and all of those who work so 
hard to broadcast the Sunday service for us.  Thank you for bringing the 
Sunday morning service to us via Zoom or Facebook. It’s a treat to look 
forward to and enjoy. Thanks again.” 
 
A note from Ray Andersons: “Jeanne and I would like to thank Peter and 
the “church family” for all the prayers, cards, calls and video visits. I have 
several heart related tests coming up in the next few weeks. I can feel 
better with each new day.  Thank you all so very much.” 
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Community  News 
 

Summer Luncheon Program 2020, sponsored by SiCM: This year’s summer lunch program is  
grab-and-go; food is served from mobile sites (mobile unit truck) rather than from fixed sites 
throughout Schenectady. The program started July 1 and will run through September 4. And       
volunteers are needed to help facilitate this service!! If you would like more information or would 
like to volunteer, please contact the following persons: Shelly Ford, Summer Meals Director, 518 
374-2683 ext. 111 or Laura Pinckney, Summer Meals Volunteer Coordinator, 518 374-2683 ext. 
103.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SiCM Groundbreaking Ceremony, June 30        
Schenectady Community Ministries broke 
ground in a brief ceremony on June 30, formally  
beginning the construction phase of a building 
and renovation process at the SiCM Campus on 
Albany Street. The campus renovation will create 
a new Resource Center, along with completing 
long-needed upgrades to the food pantry and 
warehouse.  
 

Those speaking at the occasion included: Rev.  
Philip Grigsby, former Executive Director of 
SiCM; Rev. Peter JB Carman, Pastor of Emmanuel 
Friedens and SiCM President; Jo-Anne Rafalik, 
Acting Executive Director; State Senator James 
Tedesco; Assemblyman Phil Steck; and Mayor 
Gary McCarthy. Many other staff (including our 
own Sharon Carter), volunteers and community 
members were in attendance, in a parking lot 
gathering characterized by good cheer, despite 
the necessity of facemasks and social distance. 

Earlier this year, Emmanuel Friedens Church  
contributed $20,000 to the capital campaign to 
fund the renewed campus. Thank you! 

Building Ahead to the Future 

SAVE THE DATE 
Virtual Event at Proctor’s Theater 

July 27, 2020 
Ibram X. Kendi, National Book Award winner and New 

York Times bestselling author on anti-racism – 
more details will follow soon. 
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We Miss You 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We are pleased to be given this photo of Althea Nelson, former Emmanuel Baptist Church          
Secretary, 99 years old, taken on the Fourth of July wearing her red, white and blue 
scarf.  Members of Althea’s family have not been able to see her in-person since the outbreak of 
COVID.   
 

Even though you have not had a hair-do in 16 weeks, you look beautiful, Althea.  
 

We miss Althea and all  those who we are unable to see in-person. If you would like to send 
greetings to Althea and others and don’t have an address, please contact the church office. 

 
___________________________________________________________ 

 

Community News 
 

Schenectady County COVID-19 Emergency Response Coalition: Schenectady County 
launched the Schenectady County COVID-19 Emergency Response Coalition to support families 
in our area during the Covid-19 health crisis.  The main focus of the Coalition is delivering     
groceries and other essentials, while also identifying services offered by partner organizations 
for those with additional needs. If you live in Schenectady County and are in need of such ser-
vices, call the Coalition hotline (518 621-3536). Or if you know someone who does need assis-
tance, please pass on the information.   

As a Welcoming and  
Affirming/  

Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 
welcomes and 

affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, martial 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into   membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

STAY CONNECTED 
 
 
 
 
 

www.facebook.com/ 
emmanuelfriedenschurch 
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A Vision for Our Journey 
 

Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching, 
Committed to  
    Growing hearts and minds; 
     Learning openness, courage and love; 
      Serving with our neighbors; 
       Pursuing God’s justice and peace; 
        Inviting others to share the journey! 


