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From the Pastor’s Desk... 
 

Dear Emmanuel Friedens friends, 
 

Your midsummer church update is here! It has been a lovely and 
full summer for our congregation already. A very successful carni-
val drew numerous church and neighborhood families to the 
church in late June; the congregation has been involved in Pride 

celebrations in both Albany and Schenectady; and as I write, the School of Wonder 
and Mystery is just about to get underway, thanks to Charlie Lent and an able 
group of volunteers, and (most important) willing, excited children ready to take 
part.  
 

The summer has been a time of loss as well as activity. Marcia Tolman’s work as 
our Christian Education Director came to a conclusion as summer was beginning. 
Many of us will miss her energy and commitment and smile. And on July 7, a be-
loved member of this church family and an inspiring voice among us, Lillie Cham-
berlain, was “called home.” Lillie’s prophetic voice and deep faith will be much 
missed. 
 

Behind the scenes, we have been busy: on the personal side I have been learning 
all the closets and rooms, procedures and administrative minutiae that are a nec-
essary part of a pastor’s life. But more importantly, I have been getting to know at 
least a few of you. I’ve been enjoying the conversations, and look forward to even 
more of the same!  
 

Collectively, your elected church leaders have been starting to focus on the school 
year ahead and where we are headed together as a church. Two hints of what’s 
coming up! Stay tuned for more information on how our adult Sunday morning 
offerings in September will help us to come together spiritually as we also get to 
know our neighbors. Also, hold the date of Saturday September 20th for an all 
church daylong retreat, focusing on where God is calling us as a faith community, 
for the near future and beyond.  
 

I am grateful to God for the opportunity to be among you, learning the ropes, 
forming relationships, and exploring together. I look forward to the days ahead, as 
we share together this joyful journey as an intentional community of faith.  
 

Blessings and Peace, 
Peter 
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Church News and Events  

     A Picnic at the Park,  
Sunday, August 3— Please 

join us as we gather at Collins 
Park in Scotia for an outdoor 

worship service (which includes communion) at 10 
am. Following worship, we will enjoy a picnic togeth-
er. Please bring a dish to share (salad, dessert, hot 
dogs, hamburgers (thawed), rolls); whatever you 
would like to bring. The church will supply the 
drinks, paper goods, plastic silverware, condiments, 
and charcoal.   
 

There are picnic tables under the pavilion and there 
will be folding chairs there as well. Bring your lawn 
chairs if you would like.  
 

Directions to the Pavilion: From Schenectady, turn 
right at the end of the Gateway Bridge onto Shon-
owee Ave., travel down the road passing Jack’s and 
the baseball fields. After the baseball fields, turn left 
onto Kiwanis Way. Travel down until the road ends 
and park in the lot. From Scotia, take turnabout onto 
Shonowee Ave. and follow directions above. 
 

Please sign-up to bring an item (call the office or sign
-up on Sunday, July 20 or July 27. If you need trans-
portation to the park, please call the office and we 
will arrange it for you. 
 

This promises to be a fun event for all and a relaxed 
atmosphere to invite your friends and family too! If 
the weather is questionable for that morning, the 
service and picnic will be held at the church. 
 

******************** 
 
 

Soup Kitchen Service—Please con-

sider volunteering to work at the Salva-
tion Army Soup Kitchen.  It is an inter-
esting, often entertaining, and always 
rewarding experience.  We need 5 or 6 

people to work each time, from 9:30 am through 

 2:00 pm. The following dates (all on the 2nd 
Tuesday of the month) for Emmanuel 
Friedens Church for the next year: 
 

August 12, 2014,  September 9, 2014 
October 14, 2014,  November 11, 2014 
(we take December off) 
January 13, 2015,  February 10, 2015 
March 10, 2015,  April 14, 2015 
May 12, 2015,  June 9, 2015 
 

If you would like more information or want to 
volunteer for any (or all) days, please call me 
at 374-2114 or reach me through e-mail @ 
fayebailey@mac.com.  Thank you, Faye.  
 

******************** 

An Invitation to Fellowship and Fun 
Emmanuel Baptist of Albany 
would like to invite Emmanu-
el-Friedens for a day of fun 
at Pathfinder Lodge on Sat-
urday, August 30. This will be 
a relatively, unstructured 

event. It will be a time to fellowship and to 
play together, to relax and enjoy the natural 
beauty of Pathfinder, and to experience the 
presence of God.   
 

Details: all meals and snacks are provided by 
Pathfinder; costs: adults, $30; 2 adults, $50; 
children, age 6-12, $10; and children 5 & un-
der are free.  Saturday activities include: ar-
rive anytime (breakfast is at 8:30 am), recrea-
tion and intergenerational program event in 
the morning; swimming & boating and inter-
generational worship/closing devotion in the 
afternoon followed by dinner. Depart at 6 pm. 

Reservation forms are on  
the table in the Chapel Hallway.  

Reservations are due by Sunday, July 27.  

mailto:fayebailey@mac.com
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Our Community Carnival, Saturday, June 21 
 

This year's community carnival drew a crowd of about 300 people this year! Most of them walked over 
from nearby neighborhoods and even arrived early- as soon as they saw the ponies and the petting zoo 
arrive! 
 

The weather was perfect on that first day of Summer, and we sold out of hotdogs, baked goods and sodas 
before the end of the day. There were games and prizes, arts and crafts, and of course, bouncy bounces! 
Each child received a goodie bag which included information about the church and the School of Wonder 
and Mystery. 
 

I feel blessed to have taken the reins from Marcia, who offered a great deal of assistance, guidance and 
encouragement. It was a beautiful way to celebrate the closing of her ministry with Emmanuel Friedens. 
 

Thanks to all who volunteered and donated, baked and sold tickets, set up and took down. I hope I have 
remembered you all! The Axons, Bart and Marilyn Bisgrove, Bill and Faye Bailey, Sandy and John Detwyler, 
Josephine Cristy, Freddie Anderson, the Keller-Scholtens, Sheila Freres and Connor, Pat McAllister, Betty 
Detwyler, Kieran and Shea O'Brien, Jonnie Ogonowski, Mary Lou Chotkowski, Faye and John Saville, Ria, 
Patty and Rich Soellner, Marian Shearer, and of course our amazing staff, Maria and David, who always go 
above and beyond for our carnivals!      … Danielle O’Brien 
 

Just a few of our volunteers! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Happenings at Emmanuel Friedens 
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Community Carnival—The Kids 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

June Pride Celebrations 
 

 

Schenectady Pride Day, Saturday, June 21 
 

Emmanuel Friedens hosted a story time at the Open 
Door Book Store.  Thirty-six children dropped in dur-
ing the afternoon to hear stories about all types of 
families.  Marcia Tolman was our story teller and she 
had a blast! 
 

Pride Sunday was June 22 and the WOA Com-

mittee planned a beautiful worship with our 

pastor, Peter Carman.  

Saturday, June 14: Capital Pride Parade, 
Washington Park in Albany 
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Children’s Day Worship and Pentecost Sunday   
(June 8) - Once again the children and youth prepared, 

planned and led a special worship service. A part of the ser-
vice was dedicated to Marcia Tolman’s work at the church as 
Director of Christian Education.  Thanks to all the participants 
in the worship service and to those you helped facilitate. You 
should all be very proud of the beautiful worship. 
 
 

Happenings at Emmanuel Friedens 

Sunday, June 8 at the Mitchell-Spencer home: The 
Youth Group hosted a brunch reception as a way to 
thank Marcia for her 7 years of service  

June 8: Fun Times at Sunday School 

Sunday, June 22—Children’ s Time with  
Marcia Tolman 
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 Notes and Announcements 

IN MEMORY OF 
 

Lillie M. Chamberlain 
April 2, 1948—July 7, 2014 

 

Lillie passed away on Monday morning, July 7 at Ellis 
Hospital in Schenectady after a long illness. Lillie was 
a member of Emmanuel Friedens Church since 1978.  
 

Her service was held at Emmanuel Friedens Church 
on Friday, July 11. Following the service, interment 
was in Evergreen Memorial Park in Colonie, NY.  
 

Memorial contributions in Lillie’s memory may be 
made to a charity of your choice. 

 

Dear Friends,  
On behalf of The Albany Damien Center, thank 
you for your recent gift of $100 that was made 
on behalf of Emmanuel Friedens Youth Group to  
our 2014 Annual Appeal.  Your support is part of 
the generous community response to  our 
less fortunate neighbors and friends– and the 
often-underfunded agencies, like ours, that serve 
them…     
        Sincerely, Perry Junjulas, Executive Director 
 

_____________________________ 

 
 

To Emmanuel Friedens Congregation and 
Music Committee, 
 

I wish to express my thanks first, for the oppor-
tunity to be part of your service. I was very 
pleased by your comments and applause after 
we played. I am grateful, also, for your check, 
though I do not expect to be paid for playing, as I 
look forward to each time I perform.  I look for-
ward to my next opportunity to be in your church 
again.       … Bruce North 
 

_____________________________ 

 

Summer Luncheon Program—
Faye Bailey, one of our representa-
tives to SICM, coordinated volun-
teers to work at SICM’s summer 
luncheon program. We served 

lunch at the Schenectady Public Library in down-
town Schenectady the week of July 7-11. Thank 
you to volunteers Jeanne Andersons, Faye Bai-
ley, Pat Bumbarger, Betty Detwyler, Jeff, Halle 
and Seth Fletcher, Sandy George and John Detw-
yler, and Maria Puccio. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
I would like to personally thank Emmanuel Friedens 
and all of its members for providing me with the 
Hamilton Christian Student Scholarship. I feel 
blessed to belong to such a supportive and generous 
congregation. I look forward to seeing you all during 
school vacations. Thank you again.         
   … Abby McCormick-Foley 
 

 

_____________________________ 

 

To Emmanuel Friedens Church, 
It was an honor to receive the Dignity for All Award 
and I would like to thank you all very much for offer-
ing this award that I could be a  recipient. It makes 
everything I do worthwhile. 
         Hannah Chichester, Niskayuna High School 
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Recent Communication from Our Sister 
Church… Sandy and John wrote an e-mail to 

Rev. Jose Oliva Garcia Sanchez to inform him and 
our sister church in Nicaragua, the Getsemani 
Baptist Church, of the arrival of Rev. Peter. Com-
ments from Pastor Jose follow.  They have been 
translated and abbreviated, but if anyone would 
like to read them in Spanish we can email them 
to you. 

 

Thanks for sharing this news of your new pastor. 
It is a blessing from God for which we are very 
happy. God grant that in future we can renew 
our bonds of friendship as sister churches.  

The news here in Gutierrez Norte is: 
 Don Carlos is fine sometimes and sometimes 
not.  (Pastor Carlos was the former pastor of the 
church when we first established the sister-
church relationship in 1986.  He is now 77.) 
 The church is growing. This year, we orga-
nized better with an Annual Operating Plan and 
the church is motivated. 
 The Baptist Masachapa field is growing and 
we may possibly buy the land in July 2014.  (This 
is a mission outreach of the Getsemani Baptist 
Church and our church sent them about $900 to 
help them in this outreach.) 
 Maqueli was in the hospital 11 days in the 
intensive care unit because her platelets were 
very low but is improving. The good news is that 
we will have another baby in early November. 
(Maqueli is the wife of Pastor Jose.  She went 
through nursing school thanks in no small part to 
funds from people in our church.) 
 We moved to our own house with the help of 
God.  Tomorrow we will worship in thanksgiving 
with church and friends.  
 Sad news is we need rain.  Because of the 
drought we most likely will have no first crops; 
the economy is more difficult every day.   
                                               (continued on page 8) 
 

Congregation Members and Friends 
 

We would like to thank all who assisted with the  
funeral service for Lillie Chamberlain…. 

Faye Bailey, Jocelyn McKinney and Brian Fahey, 
Margaret Mitchell, Faye Saville, Vern Scoville and 

Nancy Spencer  
And for those who assisted and/or donated a food 

item(s) for the family luncheon that followed … 
Faye Bailey, Marilyn Bisgrove, Pat Bumbarger,  
Sharon Carter, Betty Detwyler, Sandy George,  

Jocelyn McKinney, Althea Nelson,  
June & Vern Scoville, Nancy Spencer and  

Aldona Vaituilis 
________________________________ 

 

Thank you to our landscape crew– those who weed, 
trim the bushes, and mulch—Freddie Anderson, Bart 
Bisgrove, Evelyn Kauffman and husband, B Lievestro, 

and Mary Lou Chotkowski. 
Thank you Freddie for donating 3 new juniper bushes 

in the front of the sanctuary.  
Thank you to the Scovilles for donating the mulch. 

 

And thank you to Bart Bisgrove and Vern Scoville for 
the many jobs that they do here at the church. 

_________________________________ 
 

Pastor Carman’s Schedule For August— Our 

pastor, Peter Carman, will take some combined Con-
tinuing Education and Vacation time in August, to 
visit with friends who lead Baptist churches in Brazil, 
and learn more of their exciting work in urban 
settings and among the rural poor. He will be out of 
the office August 8-29, returning to the pulpit Sun-
day August 31th. Emergency pastoral care coverage 
has been arranged; Please contact the church office 
or check your church bulletin for details 

____________________________________ 
 

Pastor Carman’s  sermon are now available on the 
website, and copies are placed in the mail slot out-
side the office. 

Notes and Announcements (Continued) 

As a Welcoming and  
Affirming/  

Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 
welcomes and 

affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, martial 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into   membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

Join us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/ 

emmanuelfriedenschurch 
 

Join us on our 
Facebook Fan Page 

www.facebook.com/
pages/ 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, New York  12307 
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Recent Communication from Our Sister Church (Continued from pg. 7) 
 

(Nicaragua is at present under severe drought conditions.) 
 The revolving fund of the church is growing a little each year.  (He is speaking 

of the Agriculture Revolving  Loan Fund that our church funded with what 
remained in the accounts after the preschool/kindergarten program ended.) 

 

We pray for you always, Emmanuel-Friedens and now your new pastor to whom 
the Getsemani church and I send a cordial greeting. 
 

Fraternally Pastor Jose Oliva Sánchez 

SAVE THE DATES: 
 September 20: Church Retreat, more information to follow. 
 

 October 2014: Youth Group Clothing Sale, all items sell for $.25. Please 
empty out your closets bring us new or gently used clothing (clothes, 
shoes, etc.). Any questions, please contact Sheila Freres. 

 
Community News 
 

Tapas and a Movie, Friday, August 1— Members of the Unitarian Universalist 
Society of Schenectady are hosting an event called  “Tapas and a Movie” at their 
congregational home on 1221 Wendell Avenue in Schenectady. The event will 
feature an evening of tapas (@ 6:30 pm) followed by the screening of the Award 
winning movie” God Loves Uganda”  (@ 7:45 pm) and discussion to follow with 
Rev. Mark Kiyimba of Uganda, an activist for LGBT rights in Uganda. Minimal do-
nation is $25/person. Please refer to the church bulletin board for more infor-
mation. 


