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As we all know, the breezes of transition and change are filling the sails at Emman-
uel Friedens Church.  Some transitions are more easily made than others.  In fact, 
some of them are really quite difficult.  As your search committee continues to in-
teract with prospective candidates, the church at large is also doing important 
work.   
 

I can scarcely think of any local church, any agency or denominational entity that 
has not had to rethink and reconfigure its staffing structures over these last sever-
al years.  Slowly but surely, the evidence begins to mount.  As resources become 
more scarce, it begins to dawn on us that somehow we must do more with less.  
Sadly, for the leadership of this church, this has meant the eventual elimination of 
our Christian Education position.  
 

Beyond the necessary facts of this decision there is a person.  For the last seven 
years, Marcia Tolman has exercised her gifts in tireless fashion.  Her energy and 
expertise drive so many things that happen in this ministry year after year, it is 
hard to imagine a future without her contributions.  Our hearts and our prayers 
are with her during the next eight months as she pursues her next steps, and we 
are trusting God to make them clear to her.   
 

As a gathered church, we must pray for the same clarity.  It is one thing to say that 
we must do more with less.  It is quite another to define what those things are and 
exactly who will do them.    
 

In words attributed to the Apostle Paul, the church at Ephesus was instructed that 
certain gifted people--in that particular case they were apostles, prophets, and 
pastor-teachers--were given to gatherings of Christ-followers so that THEY would 
be equipped to do the work of ministry.     
 

In our particularly American model we have slowly amended that to say that God 
gave some pastors and teachers to DO the work of ministry; but that is not the 
original thought.  Pastors and teachers--and I might add ministers of education--
are here to equip US to do works of ministry.  Somehow we have gotten the idea 
that these people are here to perform it for us, when in reality they are here to 
coach us as we do it together.  
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So in these days of shrinking budgets, government shutdowns, and mounting college debts; while 
families struggle to survive on multiple part-time jobs with fewer benefits; while all of our free time 
gets eaten up by more and more work, it is not a good time to ask you to do more than you are al-
ready doing.  The real  question is, “How are we going to do it differently?”   
 
David Gregory 
     

Continued from Page 1 

 

Christian Education  
 
  

From the Desk of Marcia L. Tolman 
Director of Christian Education 
 

 
Fall is officially here and as many of you know that’s my favorite season.  The colors, craft shows, State 
Youth Planning Event, pumpkin pie, and believe it or not, Advent planning.  Fall is also the time we pre-
pare for the Quarterly Business Meeting. It’s the best group forum to begin thinking about all the possi-
bilities that are just ahead for the upcoming year.  May we be blessed with wisdom and vision during 
these times of transition. 
  

 Ice Cream Social 
 

Christian Education and Activities sponsored the ice cream social on September 8.  What could be 
better to spark some fellowship than a yummy treat.  Thanks to Stewarts for all the ice cream and fix-

ings. 
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Christian Education (Continued) 
 

Union College Volunteers 
On September 6, a few Union College volunteers arrived to spruce up 
our classrooms.  They cleaned the babyfold and washed all the toys, put 
away summer program materials and even designed the bulletin board 
in Fellowship Hall.  We’ll have a few more volunteers on October 19 to 
help the Trustees set up the scaffolding and put new lights in Fellowship 

Hall. 
 
  

FALL FUN DAY 
Riverview Orchards 

600 Riverview Road, Rexford, NY 
Hayride/Bonfire/Picnic 

Sunday, October 27, 2013 
1:00-3:30 pm 

$5.00 /person - $15.00 / family 
hayride, bonfire, donuts, cider, s’mores,  

hot dog roast, fellowship 
Coordinated & Sponsored by 

Christian Education & Activities Committee 

Youth Group News 
 

 Plans are on the way for the UCC NY State Youth Event which will be 
held in March 2014. Brian Fahey and Matthew Starzyk (from the Stan-
fordville UCC), members of the planning committee, traveled to Deer 
River, NY the weekend of October 12-14 to finalize the plans for the 
March 2014 event.  

 

 The NYS American Baptist Youth Convention will be held on the week-
end of Nov. 8-10 at the Holiday Inn in Syracuse. If any youth are inter-
ested in attending, please contact Rich Soellner.  

 

 Youth Group retreat will be held on November 8-11 at Camp Fowler. 



 

Christian Education (Continued) 
 

 
 

The Youth Group of Emmanuel Friedens Church would like to extend a big thank you to all 
who donated to our clothing sale. We would like to especially thank Sheila, Jocelyn, Mar-
cia, Robin, Brianna and Freddy for their help throughout the day. Our effort to provide 
low cost clothing to a community in need was a big success. The people who attended the 

sale all extended their gratitude for being able to purchase clothing. The money will be used toward pur-
chasing Christmas gifts for an adopted family. Our youth group is always looking for community projects to 
be involved in so if a need arises please feel free to contact us!  ... Nancy (Mitchell) Spencer 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church News and Notes 
 

Congratulations Cathi Cline! 
 

Our church hosted the ordination service for Cathi Cline on September 14. It was a 
wonderful worship service that she designed.  There was a dinner after the service 
sponsored by the Friedens Consistory.  A  lovely dessert table was created by our  
Social Functions Committee.  
 

Cathi will serve as the Minister of Justice and Social Action at Grace United Church 
of Christ in Houston TX. Grace is an Open and Affirming, multi-racial, multi-cultural 
congregation serving in the international section of Houston. 
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Upcoming Adult Sunday School Classes 
 
Date   Topic      Presenter 
 
 

October 20  AWAB 20th Celebration-   Betty Detwyler & others 
   An account of the trip to Rhode 
   Island and the AWAB Celebration  
 
 

October 27  Healthy Living & Caregiving   Laurie Bacheldor 
         Manager, Senior &  
         Long Term Care Services 
 
 

November 3  Let’s Discuss Stewardship   Vernon Scoville, Chair of the  
           Stewardship Committee 
 

November 10  Lay Empowerment    Rev. David Gregory 
 
 

November 17  Spiritual Practice-    Rev. David Gregory 
    Meditation 
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Church News and Notes (Continued) 

Congratulations 
 
To our Clergy: 
 

Rev. Jo Page celebrated her 20th year anniversary of ordination on 
Sunday, September 29. A reception was held at the church following 
worship with family and friends in attendance. 
 

“Dear People of God at Emmanuel-Friedens, 
 

Thanks you so much for you helping me to celebrate twenty years of ordained ministry! I really enjoyed 
Don's rousing music, your rejoicing voices and the chance to be together on a day that meant so much 
to me. The flowers are lovely (they look great on my porch) and the cake was a delicious indulgence. 
Once again, thank you!” 
In Christ, 
Rev. Jo Page 

____________________________________________________ 
 

Rev. David Gregory will celebrate his 30th year anniversary of ordination on Tuesday, October 15. 
There will be a  reception for Rev. Gregory on Sunday, October 27 following worship. So, join us then. 

____________________________________________________ 
 

On Sunday, September 22, during a special meeting following worship, Vern Scoville 
was voted as a Honorary Lifetime Trustee. Bart Bisgrove, a current member of the 
Board Of Trustees, was asked why he nominated Vern to this position.  
 

“Any responsible person who owns their own home knows that this comes with a 
number of responsibilities.  The Board of Trustees is tasked with maintaining the 
building, our church home.  The Trustees oversee the general condition of our church 

home and see that it is run in an acceptable and safe manner.  
 

Vern Scoville on the other hand has, ever since I have known him (for some 40+ years), assumed that 
his membership in Emmanuel Baptist Church also means ownership in the church, our church home. 
 

Vern, in the footsteps of the late Jim Hudson, also a Honorary Lifetime Trustee, became the “go to per-
son” in the church.  Any time things were not working or leaking or needed building or repairing, there 
was only one thing to do, “Call Vern.” 
 

But make no mistake, you don’t have to “call Vern.” Vern, in his ownership roll, will take inventory of 
things that need attention and come down during the week and take care of  them.  If I were to 
attempt to list things Vern has fixed, repaired or corrected, etc., this note would need to be in a book.  
 

Vern is not a current Trustee Board member, but as a responsible owner of our church home, he is at 
every Board of Trustee meeting and his input at meetings has been greatly valued by the Board.  
 

I, as a member of the Board of Trustees, recognized what an asset Vern has been to our Trustee Board 
and to our church home over the years and felt that  it was long overdue for us to say thank you.” 



 

Church News (Continued) 

Have You Tried Online Giving? 

There are two methods to make an online donation. 
 

 Electronic fund transfer from your bank account to the church’s bank account:  This is about the same 
as writing a check; however, one can select a onetime donation or you can have an amount donated 
automatically on a periodic basis. 

 

  Credit or debit card:    This is like making a purchase using a credit/debit  card.  There is a 2.75% charge 
when using a card.  For example, if you were to make a $100 donation, the church would receive about 
$97.  Since we are not set up to take telephone orders, this transaction must be done from your com-
puter or mobile device such as a smart phone. 

 

The mechanics of making an online donation are not particularly complicated, especially after you have 
completed the initial setup.  First, you need to access the church’s website (www.emmanuelfriedens.org). 
You can access this website from your computer or for those on the go, you can go directly to the donation 
page with your smart phone by scanning the QR code.  
 
 
 
 
The first thing you need to do is to complete a profile page and then select your preferred method of  
giving. 
 

There is a list of funds to which you can donate and you select whether it is a one time or continuous dona-
tion made automatically in the future. Just remember, online giving provides congregation members and 
friends of the Emmanuel Friedens another alternative in which to donate to the church. If you are happy 
doing things like you always have, keep doing them that way.  In no way should you feel like you should do  
online giving if you are happy now. Any questions or problems, call  Vern Scoville  (393-3442). 
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Mark your calendars -  On Saturday, October 

19 at 11 am in the McChesney Room at the Sche-
nectady County Public Library (SCPL), there will be 
a digital slide presentation of photos taken from 
1986 through 1993 highlighting sections of Sandra 
George’s novel “The Good Adventurers” followed 
by a question/answer period and a book signing.  
The event is sponsored by the Open Door 
Bookstore and the SCPL.  Faye Bailey, Emmanuel 
Friedens’ resident Ken Burns, created the digital 
slide show with her usual talent.   One-half of the 
proceeds from the sale of the books will benefit  
Schenectady Inner City Ministry (SICM). 

Quarterly Business Meeting will be held 

on Sunday, October 20 following Sunday School 
classes. We encourage you to attend this most 
important meeting. Sometimes we forget this is 
one of the church’s most critical meetings as we 
begin the process of planning next year’s budg-
et. We need your input.  
 

A potluck lunch will be served. We ask everyone 
who attends the meeting to bring a dish to 
share. Thank you. 

The Sunday morning volunteer list for October/
November is located on the backside  

of the calendar. Please check it! 

http://www.emmanuelfriedens.org/


 

Church News and Notes (Continued) 
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From the Outreach and Mission Committee… The Committee is so grateful to everyone who 

supported our fundraisers this summer.  We collected supplies so that we may compile hygiene and 
school supply kits to send to Church World Services.  We raised over $300.00 at our Ziti Dinner!  Many 
thanks go out to the Mitchell-Spencers for making meatballs and sauce for the event and to everyone 
that donated supplies.  Thank you to Marcia for organizing the volunteers.  We surpassed our goal of 
raising $1000.00 to send to Getsemani Baptist Church and will be sending them $1,365.00!  We would 
like to thank John and Sandy Detwyler for all of your help and support with this fundraiser.  We would 
like to give special thanks to Maria for listing the information in the bulletin each week and for all of 
your assistance with the fundraisers.  

Thank You 
 

“Dear Emmanuel Friedens, 
My heartfelt thanks to all who have wished me 
well, as a result of my automobile accident on 9/6. 
Thankfully, things are getting better every day, and 
my chest only hurts when I have to cough or 
sneeze! 
Again, thank you so very much. I appreciate all of 
your kindnesses and warm thoughts and wishes.” 
Sincerely, Alice Rozek 

Denominational and Community News 
 

 The Open Door Bookstore (Jay Street) presents Chris Graf signing A Light in the Window: The 
Schenectady City Mission on Saturday, October 26 from 1-2:30 pm. Your purchase at the book 
signing will benefit the Schenectady City Mission. The book is a special tribute to director, Mike 
Saccocio. 

 Hudson Mohawk Association Fall Meeting on Saturday, October 26 at the Broom Center Chapel 
in Schoharie County in the AM. 

 Rev. Doug Orbacker, Methodist missionary, will be at First United Methodist Church on Tues-
day, October 29 for a presentation and dessert about his work with CEPAD, an ecumenical 
Protestant organization that has programs in development, education, agriculture, and medical 
care. John Detwyler and Sandra George know Rev. Orbacker from their work in Nicaragua. First 
United has invited interested folks from Emmanuel Friedens to attend.  

 Church Women United– World Community Day 2013 on Friday, November 1 at St. Stephen’s 
Episcopal Church in Schenectady. The program starts at 9:30 am. 

 SAVE THE DATE: Harvest for the Pantry, a dinner to raise funds for the SICM Emergency Food 
Pantry , will be held on Sunday, November 3 from 4-7 pm at the First Reformed Church of  

      Scotia. 

Don’t be an early bird for worship on 
November 3. Remember to turn 
back your clocks on Saturday even-
ing (11/2) before going to bed.  
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As a Welcoming and  
Affirming/  

Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 
welcomes and 

affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, martial 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into   membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

Join us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/ 

emmanuelfriedenschurch 
 

Join us on our 
Facebook Fan Page 

www.facebook.com/
pages/ 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, New York  12307 

The Month of November 
 

Stewardship Program Begins 
 
 
 

Sunday, November 10 
Stewardship Sunday 

 

Sunday, November 17 
Pledge Sunday 

Pancake Breakfast 
 

 
 

Rehearsal Schedule for  
Christmas Program 

Date TBA 
______________________ 

The November issue of the ENVOY 
will be available on November 3. The 
deadline to submit announcements, 
committee news. etc. is October 25. 
Thank you. 

World Mission Offering—American Baptist Churches 
 

We will receive the American Baptist Churches’ World Mission (WMO) Offering 
on two Sundays, October 20 and October 27. This offering provides the largest, 
single source of funds to support International Ministries around the world with 
nearly 109 long-term missionaries and more than 1,800 short-term missionaries 
and volunteers. They, along with 200 partner organizations, work in more than 70 
countries to teach, lead in economic development, prepare church leaders, pro-
mote physical and emotional healing, seek peace and offer refuge, and confront 
human trafficking. The 2013 WMO theme is Embrace the Cause. Genesis 12:3b 
reminds us of how we are called to be a blessing to others. We can bless others 
by being active in mission and embracing the cause of Christ in our community 
and globally.  
 

We thank you for supporting the efforts of the International Ministries through 
your gifts to the WMO. Offering envelopes are enclosed and they will be available 
in your Sunday bulletin.  


