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In one of the worship planning resources I use, I found this quote: “There is little 
distance between hope and desperation, yet the space between them makes all 
the difference in the world. Entering the Advent season primarily in one mode or 
the other means the difference between awaiting the Messiah with patience and 
faith, or awaiting the Messiah with anxiety and uncertainty.” 
 Certainly we live in an anxious-making and uncertain world. But as Rev. Da-
vid and I have worked together to plan a worshipful approach to Advent, we hope 
that in our spiritual practices this season, we can dampen the desperation and 
heighten the hope, keeping Jesus in the center of it all. 
 Very often the rich, solemn quality of Advent gets overshadowed by the 
frantic rush of activities that pock-mock our calendars from Thanksgiving until the 
end of the year. There’s all that baking to do, parties to plan or attend or both, 
shopping to complete, wrapping to wade through, to say nothing of our stretched-
tight budgets, schedules and waistbands. It’s easy to lose Advent in the pre-
Christmas blur. 
 Yet what a pity that would be. 
 Because Advent is the church’s most mysterious season. 
 It’s the most meditative season. 
 It’s marked by short days and long nights. 
 Its symbol is a lit candle in hushed darkness. 
 It presages the mystical wonder of Christ being born into our lives, anew 
 each year. 
 

  The poet, Theodore Roethke wrote: 
In a dark time, the eye begins to see, 
I meet my shadow in the deepening shade; 
I hear my echo in the echoing wood— 

 

  Advent can be that dark time for us when we begin to see with the eyes of 
faith. And if we believe that God is still speaking, then in the darkness and the si-
lence, we learn to listen in new ways. 
 

 It is Rev. David’s and my hope that we can begin to facilitate that seeing 
and hearing in the inky darkness of Advent as we experience some special ways of 
worshipping and additional worship opportunities. 
 

 We will be celebrating Holy Communion twice in Advent and again on 
Christmas Eve. 
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And starting on December 4th, we will begin the first of three Make Peace with Wednesday Night  
services, all at 7:00 pm. On that night, we will gather in the chapel for an alternative communion ser-
vice called an “agape,” basing it on the practices of the Iona Community based on Scotland’s historic 
island of Iona which believes that “The Agape, using oatcakes, water or, according to the occasion, 
something else special, is sacramental in the sense that every shared meal, and every aspect of our 
life as God’s children, on God’s good earth can be called sacramental.”   

 On December 12th, we will gather in the chapel to sing and meditate on the beautiful songs of 
the Taize Community. In Founding Taize in 1940, Brother Roger Schutz was motivated by this intuition: 
“for Christians to be ferments of peace in humanity, they cannot put off reconciliation among them-
selves until later. He believed that since God offers  love freely and unconditionally,  the simple 
trusting of faith leads to the freedom of the children of God; singing together allows the Word of God 
to penetrate us.” 
 

            Finally, on December 18th, we’ll explore how poetry and the thoughts of poets over the  
centuries have served as touchstones and guides to a deepened faith life, reflecting on some writings 
by Robert Frost, May Sarton, TS Eliot and others. 
 

 We hope you will mark your calendars and make the commitment to join us for these extra 
times of spiritual enrichment. If you need transportation because you don’t like to drive at night, 
please call the church office.  
 

 Amidst all the hustle and bustle of the ramp-up to Christmas, let’s not lose sight of that pro-
found season of preparation, Advent. 
 
 

 In Christ’s grace, 
Rev. Jo Page 

Continued from Page 1 

 

From the Desk of Marcia L. Tolman 
Director of Christian Education 
  

 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Hills are Singing 
 

Heavenly rays of brilliance 
  Streaming through 
  whispers of clouds 
a solitary eagle soars above 
  the landscape, blending 
  like a kaleidoscope of 
Autumn Waves 
  Written by Marcia Tolman 
 Northeast driving-Fall 2013 
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 Youth Group News 
 

The State Youth Committee Planning Event was held on 
October 12-14 at the First Congregational Church of Deer 
River, NY. Our representatives from the Hudson-Mohawk 
Association were Brian Fahey from our church and 
Matthew Starzky, from the Stanfordville UCC.  Marcia 
Tolman accompanied the youth and served as an adult 
facilitator. The  purpose of the event was to plan the UCC 
Spring Youth Event, which will be held the weekend of 
March 7-9, 2014.  
 

Brian and Matthew worked hard with other youth from 
around the state and later in the weekend, everyone en-
joyed a tour of Thousand Islands region. 

Fall Fun Day 
October 27 

@ Riverview Orchards  
Rexford, NY 

Christian Education and Activities  
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Upcoming Adult Sunday School Classes 
 
Date   Topic      Presenter  
 
 
 
 

November 17  Spiritual Practice-                Rev. David Gregory 
    Meditation 
November 24  Spiritual Practice-    Rev. David Gregory 
               Centering Prayer 
 

Advent Studies: “A Season of Hope and Anticipation” - Advent Themes in the Four Gospels 
By Marianne Blickenstaff, New Testament Scholar 
(Website, TheThoughtfulChristian.com) 
 

December 1  Session 1- Matthew 
   Matthew shows us that God is not absent  
   or far removed but dwells with us as Emmanuel. 
   Presenter: Debbie Gehman 
 

December 8  Session 2- Mark 
   Mark shows that God’s love and self-sacrifice can  
   be seen clearly, even in times of desperation,  
   struggle, and suffering. 
   Presenter: Dale Hedman 
 

December 15  Session 3- Luke 
   Luke paints a picture of hope and renewal and  
   offers a message of reversal: the lowly will be  
   raised up, and the great brought down. 
   Presenter: TBA 
 

December 22  Session 4- John 
   Instead of a birth narrative, the Gospel of John 
               has a creation story, with Jesus featured as  
               co-creator with God. Through Jesus, people  
   experience God as light and life, living water, and  
   bread of life.  
   Presenter: TBA 
 

************************************************************ 
December 29  No class     

Christian Education and Activities (Continued) 
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Christian Education & Activities will present a play enti-
tled, “A New Superhero” directed by Marcia Tolman for 
the Christmas Program this year.  The rehearsals will be 
in small doses during November with only 2-3 actors at a 
time.  Practicing the lines at home will help too.  
 

The following 2 rehearsals are scheduled for stage work:  
Saturday, December 7 (Church Decorating Day)  

9:30-10:30 am 
Sunday, December 8 (after Sunday School)  

12:30-2:30 pm lunch and a full dress rehearsal 

Save the Date 
 

Parents’ Day Out 
December 7, 11 am-4 pm 

Sign up to start soon! 
******************* 

Volunteers are needed to assist 
with both Parents’ Day Out and 

the Christmas Program. 
 

To volunteer, call the office or  
sign up on Sundays. 

Blessing of the Animals—Seven dogs and their owners gathered 

on the church’s lawn for a Blessing of the Animals service on  
Sunday, October 6.  
 

The Blessing of Animals is an ancient tradition in the Christian 
church, predating St. Francis of Assisi, though he is often associated 
with it.  The original purpose of blessing the animals was to ensure 
their fertility and their capability to perform the labors on which peo-
ple’s livelihoods depended. We don’t depend on our animals for our 
livelihoods (unless you are an animal trainer), so now it’s just to bless 
them as companions.  
 

After a series of prayers and readings, Pastors Jo Page and David 
Gregory laid a hand on each dog for a blessing and asked God to fill 
the heart of each human companion with thanks and devotion.  
 

All the dogs seemed delighted to be among so many dog lovers and 
other canine friends.  

ONLINE GIVING  -  GIVE IT A TRY! 

Christian Education and Activities (Continued) 

Church News and Notes  
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Advent 2013-Important Dates 
Our Advent theme this year is, “ Preparing our hearts.”  

 

Gift Tags— You will be invited to take a gift tag(s) on 
Sunday, November 24 and December 1. The gift tags will 
be hung in the chapel hallway. Please return the un-
wrapped gift, with the tag securely fastened to the gift, 
by Sunday, December 8 to be placed underneath the 
tree. Gift tags are gift requests for children served by the 
Schenectady Christmas Bureau and for residents of the 
Glendale home. In lieu of purchasing a gift, contributions 
may be left in the box on the table located at the rear of 
the Sanctuary. We thank you for your kindness and gen-
erosity.  
 

Christmas Dinner/Program will be held on Saturday,  
December 14 with dinner starting at 4:30 pm.  
 

Advent Services— Make Peace with Wednesday Night 
services will be held at our church at 7 pm on December 
4, 12 and 18. 

Niles-Judson Circle Announcement – 

The City Mission of Schenectady has asked 
for donations for the mothers who visit the 
Mission to select toys for their children. They 
expect nothing for themselves but are pleas-
antly surprised when they receive a gift as 
well. Niles Judson members are collecting 
boxes of candy (e.g., 12-16 oz. box Whitman’s 
Chocolates, Russell Stover, etc.) to give to the 
mothers. If other members and friends of the 
congregation would like to donate a box of 
candy to their collection, please bring them 
to the church office by December 9.  Thank 
you.                           Josephine Cristy 

Goodbye Mohawk, Our Faithful Tenant—As many of you know, our very longtime tenant,  

Mohawk Opportunities Inc, moved their remaining offices out of our church at the end of the October. 
We wish them good luck at their new facility, which is located across the street from the church. We will 
truly miss having them here.  
 

A note from Joe Gallagher, Executive Director of Mohawk Opportunities Inc: 
“For the past 28 years, Emmanuel Friedens Church has served as the administrative “home” of Mohawk 
Opportunities, Inc.  With warm and welcoming arms you have provided us with a base of operations and 
ongoing support as we have worked to provide individuals living with Mental Illness, HIV/AIDS and Home-
lessness the support they need to live stable meaningful lives.   Having secured our own “home” across 
the street, the time has come for us to move our offices.  We do so with mixed emotions.  It is exciting to 
have a place of our own where all operations can be consolidated in one location.  It will enhance our effi-
ciency and effectiveness.   That being said, it must also be noted that Emmanuel Friedens did not just pro-
vide us with “office space.” Emmanuel Friedens Church is a piece of our foundation and history – you are 
a founding partner of our agency.  Emmanuel House and Curry House – 2 of our community residences – 
were established in the late 1970’s by the Emmanuel Community Foundation – a mission of your congre-
gation.  Mohawk Opportunities, Inc. grew out of a consolidation of those community residences, Domin-
ion House and Jones Home in 1985 and our offices have been located in your church since that consolida-
tion.  You planted the seeds that helped us become the agency we are today. 
     (      (Continued on Page 7) 

The Sunday morning volunteer list for  
November/December is located  
on the backside of the calendar.  

Please check it! 

Church News and Notes (Continued) 
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 The CABA Annual Meeting will be held on Sun-
day, November 17 starting at 3:30 pm. The 
meeting will be held at Emmanuel Baptist 
Church , 275 Street in Albany. Guest speaker:  
Rev. Dan Buttry.  

 Our Own Productions Inc. presents Inspecting 
Carol, the weekends of November 15-17 and 
November 22-24 at our church. Performances 
begin at 8 pm Fridays and Saturdays, and 2 pm 
on Sundays. Ticket costs are $15 general ad-
mission; $13 seniors and students. Group rates 
are available.  Synopsis of the show: “Get your 
holiday cheer on with this hilarious, madcap 
comedy! Behind the scenes of a struggling the-
atre’s annual slapdash production of A Christ-
mas Carol, rehearsals are at a standstill. Tim is 
no longer Tiny, Scrooge wants to do the play in 
Spanish (Feliz Navidad), and their funding is on 
hold pending an inspection. This laugh out loud 
spoof makes for a night at the theatre that is 
anything but show business as usual.” 

Thank you from Rev. Gregory 
 

“I would like to express my sincere appreciation to the congregation of Emmanuel-Friedens Church for 
marking the 30th anniversary of my ordination on Sunday, October 27.  I feel privileged to serve as one 
of your interim ministers.  There is no better gift for me than Starbucks gift cards, a testament to how 
well you've come to know me. The cake was delicious and huge enough for two churches, so indeed it 
was shared with Spirit of Peace UCC that very evening.  Thank  you again for being so thoughtful. “ 

Although we will no longer have a physical presence in your Church, be assured that your contribution to 
who we are and what we do will always be remembered and treasured.   
 

Thank you for being a cornerstone of our foundation. Thank you for your ongoing support 
Thank you for your many years of warm hospitality! 
 

With much appreciation, 
The Board, Staff and Clients of Mohawk Opportunities, Inc.” 

 

 130th Anniversary Celebration of the Salvation 
Army Serving the  Schenectady Community - A 
festival of music by the New York Staff Band of 
the Salvation Army will be held on Saturday, 
November 16,  7 pm at the First United  

      Methodist Church. Admission is free.  
 A Place at the Table will be showing on Friday, 

November 22 @ 7:30 pm, hosted by Unitarian 
Universalistic Society of Schdy., Wendell Ave.    

 Thanksgiving Jazz Service— Everyone is invited 
to gather for a Thanksgiving Jazz Service on 
Sunday, November 24 from 4-6 pm at First  

      Reformed Church on North Church Street in                       
      Schdy. For tickets, call First Reformed at 377-    
      2201; $10 in advance; $12 at door; $5 students. 
 Festive Community Potluck Dinner— Join the 

international students and other students from 
Union College who can’t go home for the holi-
day at this special dinner on Monday, Decem-
ber 2 @ 6 pm at Union College Campus’ Hale 
House. Please bring a dish to share. The college 
will provide the turkey. RSVP, 694-6234.  

   

              (Continued on Page 8) 

Church News and Notes (Continued) 

Denomination and Community News 
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As a Welcoming and  
Affirming/  

Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 
welcomes and 

affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, martial 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into   membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

Join us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/ 

emmanuelfriedenschurch 
 

Join us on our 
Facebook Fan Page 

www.facebook.com/
pages/ 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, New York  12307 

The Month of December 
 

Wednesdays,  
December 4, 11, and 18 

Make Peace with  
Wednesday Night services  

@ 7 pm in the Chapel 
 

Saturday, December 7 
Decorate the Church 

Parents’ Day Out  
 

Sunday, December 8 
Hanging of the Greens 

 

Saturday, December 14 
Christmas Buffet Dinner & 

Christmas Program 
 

Tuesday, December 24 
Christmas Eve Reception  

& Service 
____________________ 

The December issue of the ENVOY 
will be available by December 8. The 
deadline to submit announcements, 
committee news. etc. is November 
27. Thank you. 

Denomination and Community News (Continued) 
 

 CRTC Class:  The Good News Now… The Evolution of Christian Faith—a simul-
cast event in partnership with Trinity Institute in NYC, November 22 & 23, 9 
am-3 pm @ Trinity Presbyterian Church of Scotia, Swaggertown Rd. Scotia, 
Don’t miss this chance to hear from such distinguished teachers as Elizabeth 
Johnson, Stanley Hauerwas, and David Sloan Wilson. And reflect upon the dai-
ly discussions with faith partners from our own area to include Rev. Marian 
Shearer. Call CRTC to register—462-2470. 

 “Messiah” - Please consider coming to hear the Octavo Singer's over one hun-
dred voices perform "Messiah" on Sunday, December 15 @ 3 pm. Directed by 
Curtis Funk with live orchestral accompaniment, in the beautiful Memorial 
Chapel at Union College. Standard admission, $20; seniors (60+), $15; student 
(with ID), $10. See Rev. Jo Page for tickets or 253-7088. 

  


