
FAITHING UP TO RACISM 

A SHARED CHURCH RETREAT 

 

 

 

Please submit completed forms and payment to  

your church’s retreat committee representative or 

your church office.  Adult registration: $20/person   

Children and youth are free. 

 

Adult (s) _______________________________ 

 

_____________________________________ 

 

Telephone #: ___________________________ 

 

Email:_________________________________ 

 

Child/youth ______________________________ 

Age/grade________________________________ 
 

Child/youth ______________________________ 

Age/grade________________________________ 
 

Child/youth ______________________________ 

Age/grade________________________________ 
 

Special dietary needs ______________________ 
 

_______________________________________ 

 Retreat Registration 
 Due October 25 

Saturday, November 21, 2015 

8:30 a.m. -  4:00 p.m. 

First Reformed Church of Scotia 

224 N. Ballston Ave, Scotia 

Scholarships are available  

Don’t let the registration cost keep 

you from attending.  Please ask your 

pastor about using scholarship funds . 

Adults:  $20 

Children and youth:  FREE 

Includes morning coffee, lunch 

thematic, age appropriate activities  

for children and youth 

Before 
Bonfire/Hayride for All Ages 

Sunday, October 18 
 

Immediately following worship 

@ Riverview Orchards,  

660 Riverview Rd, Rexford, NY  

Hot dogs and S’mores.   Dress warmly. 
 

Pulpit Exchange 

Sunday, November 8  

@ 10:00 a.m. 
 

The Rev. Peter Carman will preach at  

Emmanuel Baptist Church of Albany.  

The Rev. Kathy Donley will preach at  

Emmanuel Friedens Church. 
 

After  
Potluck Supper 

Saturday, November 21 

5:30 p.m.  

@Emmanuel Baptist Church, 275 State 

Street in Albany 

A chance for retreat-goers to share some of 

the day's insights with those who cannot at-

tend.  Another opportunity to deepen friend-

ships between our two churches. Bring a dish 

to share. 

Related Events 



VALERIE TUTSON graduated from Brown University with a self-designed 

major, Storytelling as a Communications’ Art, and a Masters degree in 

Theatre.  Since 1991, she has traveled the country and the world teaching, 

gathering and sharing stories and songs.  Her repertoire includes folktales, 

and personal and historical stories, with an emphasis on black traditions 

and first person Bible stories.  A lifelong member of the United Church of 

Christ, she presents at national and regional events, and works inter-

denominationally and ecumenically.  Valerie knows that stories and story-

telling offer us a bridge:  to love ourselves, to love God, and to love one 

another, for the healing of us all.  

 

 

 

THE REV. CINDY MAYBECK, founder of Spirit Story Ministry, de-

signs original presentations blending Scripture-telling and storytelling 

as a way to bring God’s word to life and to inspire the church to move 

forward in faith with hope and joy. She tells the Gospel by heart as it 

was first told in the early church.  An inspiring and accomplished 

preacher, she served as pastor for 24 years, most recently at Trinity 

Church in Northborough, MA and previously at Bethany Christian 

United Parish in Worcester, MA.  Cindy received her M.Div. with 

honors from Andover Newton Theological School.  

 

 

Our Facilitators In this troubling historical moment, many of 

us struggle to understand and navigate chronic 

racial issues. How does our faith help us even 

talk about race, let alone act in faithful ways to 

dismantle the structural racism of our day?  
 

This one-day retreat offers a grace-filled op-

portunity to engage in spiritual practices, like 

humility and deep listening to experiences that 

are not our own, as we bring our faith to bear 

on this spiritual/political/human prob-

lem.   Skilled facilitators will tell stories and 

lead conversations to encourage our own shar-

ing and fuller understanding.     
 

 

Emmanuel Baptist and Emmanuel Friedens 

share more than our name: Both our congrega-

tions have a strong history of engagement with 

social issues and mission in the larger commu-

nity.  This workshop will help us get to know 

each other better and bring us closer as sister 

churches.  By day’s end, we also hope each of 

us individually will have identified one mean-

ingful action step answering the question:  

“What can I do about racism in my life on a 

daily or weekly basis?”  This retreat will fuel 

an ongoing supportive and faithful relationship 

between our congregations as we all seek to 

“act justly, love mercy and walk humbly with 


